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What is Confirmation? 

Confirmation is a man-made practice or “rite” in which a person publicly admits (or “professes”) 

his/her faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior. Furthermore, the person promises that s/he would 

rather die than give up this faith in Christ. As a church connected to the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod, St. Paul’s practices the Rite of Confirmation and offers it to our 7th and 8th 

graders. 

Why do we practice Confirmation? 

The Lutheran Church believes, teaches, and practices Infant Baptism because we believe that 

God’s Holy Spirit can and does give faith, even to infants. Confirmation is an opportunity to give 

the person who may have been baptized as a baby (and thus, had no say in the process!) to 

finally stand up on their own and personally connect to that faith. They are “confirming” the 

faith that they receive in Baptism. 

Does my child have to be confirmed? 

While confirmation is not required in the Bible, it is an important part of our heritage as 

Lutherans. Confirmation is a personal and voluntary act that connects people to congregational 

membership. By being confirmed, a person is publicly proclaiming that they have studied the 

Bible and the doctrine of the Lutheran church and that they believe in it and trust in Jesus as 

their Savior from sins. 

What steps lead to a person getting confirmed? 

A person becomes confirmed by: 

 

1.  Indicating that they wish to make this public statement of faith. 

2.  Studying and learning the Scripture 

3.  Demonstrating through his/her lifestyle that they believe in Jesus and wish to serve  Him by          

helping others and helping the church 

What other things are involved with Confirmation at St. Paul’s? 

1.  Adult Confirmation takes place at a Sunday morning worship service after the class 

     has been completed. 

2.  Youth Confirmation takes place at 10:45am, the first Sunday in May. 

3.  Each 7th and 8th grade student will participate in a Confirmation Retreat.  

4.  Each youth student will complete a Confirmation Portfolio demonstrating their church 

     and community service, their personal Statement of Faith, and other faith-based 

     activities. 
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5.  Each youth student will complete a personal Statement of Faith that will be published 

     in the church newsletter. 

6.  Each youth student will complete a Confirmation Interview with the Pastor, the Vicar, or an         

elder, and their parents to demonstrate their knowledge 

     and commitment to Jesus. 

Philosophy: 

St. Paul’s firmly believes that parents are the primary faith teachers. Our responsibility is to 

support you as you raise your children in the knowledge and love of Jesus. Because of the 

Biblical command, we expect that you will be an active part of the Confirmation process. 

Our Partnership with Your Family 

1. What you can expect from us 

 You can count on us to present the truth of the Bible to your child in ways that 

are engaging and honest. We do TRY to make the Confirmation process fun! 
 You can count on us to let you know in advance when we will be talking  

about things of a sensitive nature, such as sexual relations (6th commandment). 
 You can count on us to keep you informed of your child’s progress and behavior 

in class as well as if your child voices anything that causes us concern. 
 You can count on us to support YOU as the PARENT! If you make a decision that 

your child doesn’t agree with (and you will!), if we hear about it (and we might!), 

you can trust that we will support your decision as what is in your child’s 

best interest, regardless of what their friends might be doing. 
 You can count on us to be there for you! If you ever have questions or concerns 

about your child’s instruction, faith development, or anything else, please 

contact us so that we can work together with you for the best for your child.  

2. What we expect from you 

We expect that you are supporting Biblical truth at home, by how you model your own faith, 

how you talk, and how you treat one another. 

 We expect that you will have your child in weekly worship, as well as aiding them 

in accomplishing their acolyte, service, and portfolio requirements. 
 We expect that you will be asking your child about class, what they are learning, 

as well as answering questions they might have. 
 We expect that you will help your child be prepared for class with 

books and homework. 
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 We expect that you will support what we are doing in class. 
 We expect that if you have questions, comments, or concerns, you would contact 

us immediately so we can discuss your ideas. 

3. What your child needs from you 

 Your child needs you to grow in and model your own faith through worship, 

Bible study attendance, service, outreach, private devotion, and “God Talk” 

at home in a casual setting. 
 Your child needs you to be the PARENT by setting boundaries, and sometimes 

taking the hard stance on things. 
 MOST OF ALL, your child needs you to love God and love them, and listen 

to both God and your child! 

General Student Requirements 

1. All students will need to have… 

 Been baptized or make arrangements to do so  
 An open and attentive mind 
 A Bible they will read and in which they can take notes (See footnote!!!) 
 A copy of Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation that they can use in class 

and for memory work.  
 Textbooks as needed (these will be available when class begins) 
 Pencil/pen, highlighter, and notebook for class 
 3 ring binder for Confirmation Portfolio items 

2. All students will need to have accomplished…. 

 Faithful church attendance for the time they are in instruction (75% minimum) 

Students not attaining this minimum will receive a warning and then need to meet with 

the Pastor to be reinstated in the program.  
 Faithful class attendance:  This means that any missed work must be made through the 

textbook and presented to Pastor or Vicar when  you return. For extended absence, 

alternative work will be assigned.  
 Worship and Sermon Reports: Each student will complete 25 W and S reports for each 

year.  This amounts to about 75% attendance.  Attendance to another LCMS church will 

count towards the total. 
 Memory Work: Each student will memorize portions of Luther’s Small Catechism.  This 

means you will complete memory work through home study and take periodic quizzes. 

The quizzes must all be passed  with a minimum of 70% by the 8th grade year. 
  Confirmation Portfolio: Each student will create a Confirmation Portfolio that 

documents their work leading to Confirmation. It will include Acolyting 
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Worship Folders, Service Project information, Retreat reports, 

Statement of Faith, and other evidences of faith building experiences. 
 Acolyting a minimum of 20 times in 7-8th grades. Acolyte service is counted ONLY 

by a signed worship folder. We recommend that a student serves 10 times per 

year for grade 7 and 8.  
 Service hours from helping one of the various ministries around St. Paul’s or 

the community. The MINIMUM service requirements are 2 different times 

of service for at least 2 hours for BOTH grade 7 and grade 8. (A total of 4 hours 

per year.)  Service projects are a great family activity! 
 Retreats: Students in grades 7 and 8 will have retreat experiences offered. 

Students should attend the retreats, as we cover unique information on 

the retreats that we do not offer elsewhere.  If a student is unable to attend, 

they must make up the work by doing a paper/project/report which will be 

assigned by Pastor or Vicar.  
 Statement of Faith: Students in grade 8 will need to complete a Statement of 

Faith early in their 8th grade year. This will be published in the St. Paul’s Messenger 

or another publication for the congregation. 
 Confirmation Application: Students in grade 8 will need to apply for Confirmation 

by completing a special form. This will be due with their Statement of Faith, 

early in the 8th grade year. 
 Confirmation Interview: Students will need to complete an interview with a Pastor 

or Confirmation Coordinator, an elder, and their parents during the spring of 

their Confirmation year. 

7th Grade Checklist 

□ Church attendance: at least 75% of the services with W and S reports. (Appendix G) 
□ Memory Work as assigned on scheduled handout. Take memory work tests as given. 

All students need to pass memory tests with 70% or better by grade 8. They are 

given to all students as a practice and learning experience (Appendix A). 
□ Active participation Sunday sessions, both in large and small group. 

This includes: 

     o   Being on time to class (or early for occasional treats!) 

     o   Coming to class with Bible, textbook, catechism, notebook, 

          and pencil/pens and highlighters. 

     o   Meaningfully contributing to games, discussions and small group.  

     o   Appropriate behavior at all times.  
□ Serve as an acolyte in a public worship service at St. Paul’s at least 10 times 

(Appendix C). 
□ Complete at least 2 service projects of 2 hours each (Appendix D). 
□ Attend and report on Confirmation Retreat  
□ Continue to add to Confirmation Portfolio and turn it in to be checked at assigned 

check dates (Appendix B). 
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8th Grade Checklist 

□ Church attendance: at least 75% of the services with W  and S reports (Appendix G) 
□ Memory Work as assigned on scheduled handout. Take memory work tests as 

given. All students need to pass memory tests with 70% or better by grade 8. 

They are given to all students as a practice and learning experience (Appendix A). 
□ Active participation in Sunday sessions, both in large and small group. 

This includes: 

      o Being on time to class (or early for occasional treats!) 

      o Coming to class with Bible, textbook, catechism, notebook, 

         and pencil/pens and highlighters. 

      o Meaningfully contributing to games, discussions, and small group. 

      o Appropriate behavior at all times.  
□ Serve as an acolyte in a public worship service at St. Paul’s at least 10 times 

(Appendix C). 
□ Complete at least 2 service projects of 2 hours each (Appendix D). 
□ Attend and report on Confirmation Retreat (Appendix E). 
□ Continue to add to Confirmation Portfolio and turn it in to be checked at assigned 

check dates. The portfolio needs to be completed for display at confirmation 

(Appendix B). 
□ Write a Statement of Faith and submit it by the due date (Appendix E). 
□ Complete Confirmation Application and submit by the due date (Appendix H). 
□ Attend Confirmation Interview as assigned in spring (Appendix F). 
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Appendix A 

Memory Work 

          All students will be required to memorize the 6 Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism, as 

well as other Bible verses assigned in their religion classes. The standard for memorization is that 

in Day School they must receive a passing grade in Memory Work and in Midweek, they must 

pass the material with a 70%. Failure to do so will require a special meeting with the Pastor 

and/or confirmation Coordinator to determine what further actions will be taken to assist a 

student in meeting this requirement. There will be quizzes throughout the school year. Here is a 

sample of what is required: 

What is Baptism? 

Baptism is ____________ just ____________ ____________,  

but it is the ____________ included in ____________ ____________ 

and combined with ____________ ____________. Which is that word of God? 

 

Christ our ____________ says in the last ____________ of ____________: 

 

“Therefore ____________ and ____________ ____________ 

 

of all ____________ , ____________ them in the ____________ of the ____________ 

 

and of the ___________ and of the ____________ ____________.” 
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Appendix B 

Confirmation Portfolio 

What is a Confirmation Portfolio? 

          The portfolio is a collection of required pieces and optional or extra pieces that document 

your faith journey through Confirmation instruction. It must be put in a 3-ring binder. We 

encourage students and families to get excited about their portfolios and be creative with them. 

There is a list of possible other items that can be added into a portfolio at the end of this 

section.  Minimally, a portfolio will have the following documentation: 

From 7th grade 

3 times of acolyting 

2 service projects of 2 hours each 

7th grade retreat paper 

From 8th grade 

3 times of acolyting 

2 service projects of 2 hours each 

8th grade retreat paper 

Statement of Faith 

 

When do I start my portfolio? 

You MUST start it as early as the Fall (September) of the 7th grade year.  This means all summer 

activities can be included, and each student only needs one portfolio which they can continue to 

work on through all Confirmation years. Students can work together on items but each needs 

evidence of the project in their own portfolio. (e.g. 5 students work together on a service project, 

2 students design a board game for Sunday school)  

How do I organize my portfolio? 

Your portfolio is YOURS, so organize it in a way that makes logical sense to you. We STRONGLY 

recommend a Table of Contents and number the pages. Here are common ways of organizing 

the portfolio, so choose one that will work for you. 

 

BY GRADE:  
6th grade                                  7th grade 

Acolyte                                       Acolyte                                       

Service                                       Service 

                                                  Retreat 
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BY ACTIVITIES:  
Acolyting: Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8.  Service Projects: Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8 

 

Philosophy of the Confirmation Portfolio 

          There are a series of requirements to fulfill in order to become confirmed members of St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church. While these requirements have proven to be both positive and helpful 

experiences for the students, we recognize that each person has different gifts, abilities, talents, 

and interests. As such, we are trying to get away from the “one size fits all” program for the 

students. Ultimately, the goal is to communicate to both students and parents the importance of 

these activities beyond merely the “what is the least that I need to do to be confirmed?” 

mentality. Furthermore, we recognize that in confirmation, the church is merely affirming the 

faith that the child has received from God through Word and Sacrament ministry. That faith can 

be evidenced in people’s lives through a variety of ways, and really, the importance of 

Confirmation is that the student publicly proclaims that they have studied, learned, and 

embraced both the beliefs and the life style of Christianity.  

         Because faith is unique to each person, we are asking families to help “tailor make” a 

unique Confirmation experience for each student. To this end, each student will be making a 

portfolio documenting his/her unique faith building experiences. The following are simply ideas, 

but there is a great deal of flexibility within the parameters. We are always open to discussing 

other activities for your child. 

Purposes of the Confirmation Portfolio 

 Help the parents and students track activities that have been completed. 
 Provide documentation and memories from activities. 
 The portfolio can be shared at the Confirmation Interview and displayed at church 

during Confirmation. 

Creative ideas for the Confirmation Portfolio 

 Original artwork, poetry, or music that you may have written. 
 CD ROM/DVD movies about pertinent faith issues. 
 Essays or reflection papers (What I learned from doing this). 
 Photographs of pertinent activities or events (servant events, the Confirmation 

retreat, dramas done by student, etc.) 
 Photographs of posters or projects such as a timeline of the Bible, maps done 

by student, etc. 
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 Games (board/card/computer) that you may have designed to teach others 

such as a “concentration” type card game to teach the 10 Commandments. 
 Thank you cards from people you may have served. 
 Newspaper clippings of projects, when applicable. 
 Interview transcripts from conversations with an elderly person about what 

his/her faith means to them, or what their Confirmation instruction was like. 
 Worship folders from services in which the students participated. 
 Homework assignments from Confirmation classes. 

For each creative piece included in your portfolio, the important part is you're not only writing 

about what you did, but also what you learned from it and why it matters to your Christian faith. 

All 3 components should be included in the writing. 

 

 

Other Activities with Portfolio Potential: 

 Sing on a praise team or choir with permission from one of St. Paul’s music staff. 

For the portfolio, simply get the music director to sign the service folder, 

punch holes, and put it in the binder. 
 Serve as a reader of the Bible lessons (Sunday School Opening) with permission and 

direction from a teacher or youth director. For the portfolio, simply get the Pastor to sign 

the service folder, punch holes, and put it in the binder. 
 Serve as an usher. For the portfolio, simply get the head usher to sign the service 

folder, punch holes, and put it in the binder. Serve on one of the worship 

preparation teams, such as pew crew, who takes care of “We Care Cards”, Bibles, 

envelopes, and other information in pews; Altar Guild, who prepare the Communion 

and Baptism supplies, place the banners and paraments; or Greeters, who welcome 

people as they arrive at church. 
 Help lead music/skits/lessons at VBS or Sunday School. For the portfolio, 

a simple sheet stating what you have done with a signature from either 

the VBS Director or a supervising teacher would be appropriate. It would also be 

fun to include photos. 
 Go with a Pastor or other staff member to help during a nursing home worship service 

by playing piano or helping in another way. For the portfolio, a simple sheet stating what 

you have done with a signature from whomever you accompanied would be appropriate. 
 Lead devotion during a youth group activity. For the portfolio, a simple sheet 

stating what you have done with a signature from a youth chaperone 

would be appropriate.  
 Attend Sunday Morning Bible Study REGULARLY. Write about what you have 

discussed and learned. Have your Sunday School teacher sign this paper. 
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 Assist with Sunday Morning Sunday School for the young children. Write about 

what you have done with the children and get it signed by the supervising 

teacher. 
 Help with or teach a class during VBS. Write about what you have done with 

the children and what you have learned from the experience, and get it signed 

by the supervising teacher. 
 Invite a non-Christian friend to church and then write about the experience. 
 Help do PR for a church event or activity such as a particular worship service or 

program like VBS. (Putting posters and fliers around) Attend a youth activity 

such as a scavenger hunt, Whirly ball etc. Write about what you did and 

what you have learned from the experience. This would be a great time 

to include photos. 
 Get some friends together to watch and discuss a movie such as “A Walk 

to Remember.” Talk about how the girl in the movie shared her faith despite 

the people around her. Talk about how easy it is to share your faith. If you 

record this and make a transcript, that would be a great activity for this category. 
 With your family, adopt a child from Compassion International or World Vision. 
 With your family help at Hope Ministries, Niles Food Bank, Salvation Army, etc. 
 Help write Christmas cards to shut-ins, nursing homes and prisoners. With your family, 

help ring bells for Salvation Army collection sites. 
 Attend Michigan District Junior High Youth Event (servant events are a component 

of this event) in summer (Aug). 

 

SAMPLE PORTFOLIO 

 

One of the purposes of portfolios is so that growth can be shown over time. Here is an example 

of what a well done portfolio might contain: 

Grade 7 

 Several signed worship folder from ushering with family and acolyting, and one 

from singing with a small group.  
 Signed sheets from Sunday School class. 
 Signed VBS helper certificate. 
 Essay that you wrote about inviting a friend to a youth event w/photos. 
 Team photo with essay about what it means to be on a team. 
 Photos and essay about Christian family from summer family reunion. 
 Essay about ringing Salvation Army bell with family at Christmas with photos. 
 Scrapbook pages about attending and serving at the MI District Junior High 

Youth Gathering in Ann Arbor during the summer. 
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Grade 8 

 Several signed worship folders from ushering, acolyting, and regularly singing 

on praise team . 
 Signed sheets from Sunday school class. 
 Signed VBS form with photos from VBS director. 
 Transcript of conversation with friends of other churches about specific beliefs. 
 Power Point presentation of MI District  Junior High Youth Gathering to get others 

to attend this year. 
 Bulletin from funeral with essay about why it is important and comforting to be 

a Christian and know that not only do we live forever, but we also get to be 

reunited with family members. 
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Appendix C 

Acolyte 

What is acolyting? 

To acolyte is to serve as a worship assistant in the formal worship services. The duties of an 

acolyte can vary from service to service, but is always to discreetly aid in carrying out the parts 

of worship. 

Acolyte duties typically entail the following: 

 Lighting the candles before the worship begins. 
 Giving and taking the offering plates to/from ushers during the offering 
 Extinguishing the candles after the worship. 

Acolyte special duties may entail the following: 

 Serving as a Crucifer (Carrying the Cross into the worship setting at the start 

of a processional). 
 Serving as a Torch Bearer (Carrying the candles as part of a Gospel Processional). 
 Lighting or extinguishing special candles, such as on the Advent Wreath or 

during a Tenebrae (Good Friday) Service. 

Who may serve as an acolyte? 

Any student in Grades 6-12 may serve as an acolyte. Training can occur privately or usually in a 

class setting, and takes approximately 20 minutes.  Once trained, a student is eligible to serve 

anytime thereafter.  

What are the parents’ responsibilities for acolyting? 

 Parents need to coordinate scheduling for their child(ren) to acolyte since 

children cannot drive themselves to church. 
 Parents need to attempt to fill a spot for acolyting if their child is unable to serve 

on their scheduled day. 
 Parents are asked to have their child in the robe room at least 15 minutes prior 

to the service in which they are serving. (PLEASE NOTE: If a student is not there 

by 15 minutes prior to the service, another student may take their spot!) 
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Dress code for acolytes 

Out of respect for God, and so as to not draw attention to themselves, all acolytes will wear 

white robes provided for them. Out of respect for other members of the church, we ask, if you 

KNOW you will be serving as an acolyte, that you wear dress shoes (all black sneakers with black 

laces are acceptable but NO flip flops, or multi-colored sneakers) and dress pants (no shorts or 

jeans). 

What if I’m not signed up to acolyte? 

Any trained student can step in during a worship service to serve. This can be done at any public 

worship service, including summer services, evening services, or any services in which there are 

no/only one acolyte present. A student would discreetly go to the robe room to put a robe on 

and prepare to serve, and then take a seat in the first pew to complete the acolyte duties for the 

remainder of the worship 

service. 

 NOTE: In the even that a student is serving in this “fill in” capacity, do not be as concerned with 

the dress code. 

How often do I need to acolyte? 

You are welcome to serve as often as you like, provided you are not “taking spots” from 

students who need them for confirmation. Each student needs to serve MINIMALLY 5 times per 

year for grades 7-8, for a total of 10 times of acolyte service. If necessary, you may serve more 

than once per Sunday. Summer worship services, special services such as Advent, Lent, and 

Christmas all are appropriate for serving as 

an acolyte. 

How do I document my service? 

Simply save the WORSHIP FOLDER or bulletin and have  Pastor or Vicar sign it. Place it into your 

portfolio. You MUST HAVE a SIGNED worship folder indicating when you have served.  Put them 

IMMEDIATELY into your Confirmation Portfolio so they do not get lost. 
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Appendix D 

Service Projects 

Jesus calls us to serve one another in love. Not only did He merely say it, He also modeled it 

many times, showing us exactly what it means to serve. In fact, right before He was arrested and 

ultimately crucified, He took the lowest slave job and washed His disciples’ feet.  He WANTS us 

to live a life of service. More than that, He promised that whatever service we do for others is 

the same as doing it for Him! We serve others because we love Jesus and want to serve Him. We 

require service projects for Confirmation because Confirmation is about far more than just head 

knowledge; it is also about a change of heart. Jesus said, “You will show that you are my 

disciples by bearing fruit” which includes doing acts of service as a lifestyle. 

We encourage families to try and be part of at least one service project with their student. It is a 

great learning lesson, and kids also need to see their parents serving too. 

What service is: 

Service is ANY time we do something nice or helpful for a person, a group, or the community. 

For example, it is service to pick up garbage on the ground. It is service to volunteer to usher at 

church. It is service to rake an elderly neighbor’s yard. It is service to do dishes at home.  ANY 

kind or helpful act is indeed service to Jesus. 

What a service project is: 

While there are infinite kinds of service acts, for the purpose of documentation, an “official 

Confirmation service project” must meet several criterions, as follows: 

               1.  Planned (deliberate) 

               2.  Organized  

               3.  A minimum of 2 hours for one project 

               4.  Helpful for someone 

               5.  You write a BRIEF paragraph about your service, discussing what you did 

                   and what you learned about serving. 

What a service project is not: 

               1.  Anything you would normally do as part of a community. (e.g. taking out the trash 

                    at home or attending a Boy Scout meeting are NOT service projects) 

               2.  Fun, silly things that don’t help people (e.g. Standing on a street corner with a “Honk if 

                    you love Jesus” sign, while fun, and possibly thought provoking, doesn’t really meet 

                    anyone’s need and is NOT a service project)    

               3.  Anything you get paid for. There is NOTHING wrong with getting paid for working, 

                    but “service” implies it is a gift. 
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What are acceptable service projects?: 

Here is a TINY list of onsite service opportunities at St. Paul’s: 

Raking leaves in the Fall  Window cleaning 

Trunk or Treat: October                     Nursery Assistance: weekly       

VBS: one week in summer                 Rummage Sale            

How many service projects are required? 

Grade 7: Two different service projects done at two different times. Each must be a MINIMUM 

of 2 hours long. Sometimes, you will have to do things twice to add up to two hours but this 

would still only count as one service project.  (Example: helping in the church nursery for one 

hour blocks.) Sometimes, you will work MANY hours but it will still only count as one service 

project. (Example: helping at VBS for 15 hours in a week.) 

Grade 8: Same as grade 7 

How do I document service projects in my Confirmation Portfolio? 

        1.  Write a brief paragraph about the following:  

             a.  WHAT you did  

             b.  WHO it helped or served  

             c.  WHEN you did it  

             d.  WHERE you served  

             e.  WHAT YOU LEARNED 

        2.  OPTIONAL but nice for the portfolio  

             a.  Photographs  

             b.  Thank you cards or notes you received for serving 
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Appendix E 

Statement of Faith 

What is a Statement of Faith? 

When you get confirmed, you are promising to die rather than give up your faith. So exactly 

what is it that you are willing to die for?  A Statement of Faith is simply that: YOUR statement of 

what you personally believe.  A good way to write it is by answering this question: What do you 

believe about God and why do you think He should let you into heaven? Another good way to 

answer it is by simply saying “I believe…” and then stating what you believe about God, 

salvation, sin, etc. 

What should I include in my Statement of Faith? 

You may use Bible verses, quotes from the Catechism or other people, but your statement 

should be yours. You should certainly include WHAT is saving you and from WHO or WHAT are 

they saving you, WHY they are doing so, and finally, WHAT is your response to what they have 

done. 

How long should my Statement of Faith be? 

A statement of faith is not a 10 page essay, but it also demands more than a yes or no answer. If 

you are brief, you can probably say it in about 4-5 sentences. Please try to keep it to 2 or 3 

paragraphs at the most. 

How do I turn in my Statement of Faith? 

You will need to have your Statement of Faith available in 2 formats. There should be a nicely 

typed copy in your portfolio, which can contain artwork, photographs, or clip art if you like. You 

will also need to turn in an electronic copy in Microsoft Word format which you can do on disk 

or email it to pastorliss@att.net.  

When is it due? 

Your Statement of Faith is due by mid-March so that it can be included in the St. Paul’s 

newsletter for April.  You will receive the exact date when the time gets closer. 
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Examples 

    1.  My faith is my bond with God.  It’s everything I believe in.  I believe that Jesus 

came to Earth as a small child and soon grew up only to be shed and crucified for my 

sins.  At first I didn’t think much of His crucifixion but after seeing The Passion of the 

Christ, and seeing how much suffering and pain He went through for me, my faith grew 

a lot  stronger than it was.  He has been there for me in the hardest times of my life such 

as deaths in my family and the tornado that hit our house in 1997.  I never realized how 

much He loved me when I wasn’t even a thought and He continues to love and care for 

me and will always protect me from the toils and troubles of every day life. With all 

the trouble and toils of life sometimes it is hard to remember that God is there for 

me.  It gives me great joy in the knowledge that He is there for me at the end of the day. 

     2.  I believe that God has made me and every other thing.  I believe that He sent his 

Son to die for me and everyone else. I believe that God has provided me with 

forgiveness of sins and anything else that I may need for life.  I believe that Jesus is Lord. 
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Appendix F 

Confirmation Interviews 

In the spring of the Confirmation year, each student will participate in a 15-20 minute 

Confirmation interview with a Pastor and the conferment’s parents. In most cases, an elder will 

also be present, as well.  The purpose of the interview is to encourage students to apply and 

share their faith in some real life situations.  The interview will not be over knowledge questions 

as it is assumed that the students do know and understand what they have been taught. Instead, 

it is an opportunity for the students to articulate their faith. In addition, it is a learning 

experience for the student in case they have any specific questions or concerns about any 

topics. 

Example of an interview question and a good response: 

Pastor: Tell me how the 4th commandment might help you say no to drugs. 

(Note that it is assumed the student knows what the 4th commandment is!) 

Student:  Well, the 4th commandment is about obeying my parents and other authorities, and I 

know that my parents don’t want me getting involved with drugs. I also know that it is a crime 

to mess with drugs, so to do drugs is to break the 4th commandment. Since that is a sin, I don’t 

want to do it. 

How do I sign up for an interview? 

The Pastor will determine if your child is eligible for Confirmation by having met the worship 

attendance requirement MINIMUM of 75% of all services attended, all acolyting, service 

projects, retreat paperwork, and Statement of Faith completed and portfolio turned in. When 

this is the case, you will receive a notice from the Pastor indicating the time of your interview 

appointment. If you cannot make the assigned appointment, you can make special 

arrangements through the Church Office. 
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Appendix F                                                              

Worship and Sermon Reports 

Each student will complete 50 total Worship and Sermon reports throughout 7th and 8th grade.  

Worship and Sermon reports are not to make sure you pay attention and torture you.  They are 

designed to guide you through the worship service and sermon.   It aids the student in 

observing specific things about the service that they wouldn’t otherwise.  Attending the worship 

(or Divine) service is God coming to us in His Word and Sacrament and showering us with His 

grace.  As sinners we receive His forgiveness and are reminded of what He has done for us 

through His son Jesus Christ.  This is a great opportunity for parents and students to discuss the 

service together and engage each other in the many blessings God gives to us in worship. 

When can I do a Worship and Sermon report? 

These can be done at any worship service including Advent and Lent.  If attending another LCMS 

church, you may count this towards your total as well.  If attending a non-LCMS church,  you 

may fill out a WS report, but I ask that you take notes to compare the service you attended with 

our service.  Write a brief summary about the similarities/differences and give your opinion of 

the service. 

Can I do a report when acolyting?  

YES!!  Do not hesitate to do this.  Be sure you have a writing utensil with you.  Please do not use 

your sheet as a doodle paper while you sit up front.  Remember, you are serving the 

congregation in a special way. 

Where can I get a report sheet to fill out? 

The WS report sheets can be found on the welcome table in the Narthex area.  If none are 

available, please see the pastor as soon as possible.  Also, it can be sent  as an attachment so 

that it can printed  off anytime or be sent to  pastorliss@att.net electronically.   

Why so many WS reports?   

Since students are expected to attend church 75% of the time,  25 sermon reports for 7th and 8th 

grade each year makes sense.   Completing 25 reports is approximately 75% of the Sundays 

students will be attending church.  This is a great way to keep attendance as well as for students 

to keep up with completing the reports. 

  

mailto:pastorliss@att.net
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