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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 
WELCOME                                                            

 
The hymns and anthems in this Easter podcast are drawn 
from a recording of last year’s festival Easter worship with 
the St. Paul’s choir and our usual Easter guests, the Cool 
Spring Brass Quintet. 
 
CHORAL PRELUDE 
On earth has dawned this day of days—arr. Robert Benson 
(the St. Paul’s choir with the Cool Spring Brass Quintet) 
 
This is a 2003 festival treatment of ERSCHIENEN IST DER 
HERRLICHE TAG, an Easter chorale printed in the previous 
green hymnal but not in the current red hymnal. Arranger Robert 
Benson is also an award-winning Chicago architect.  
 
On earth has dawned this day of days, whereon the faithful give 
God praise! For Christ is risen from the tomb, and light and joy 
have conquered doom. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
At early morn, with spices rare, the women three assembled 
there, all to anoint fair Mary's Son, who over death had victory 
won. Alleluia, alleluia! 
"Whom seek ye here?" the angel said; "The Lord is risen from the 
dead; see where he lay, let joy begin, the tomb is empty: now en-
ter in!" 
So let our songs to heaven wing, alleluia! The vault with alleluias 
ring, alleluia! In praise of Christ our risen Lord; alleluia, allelu-
ia!  
New life he doth to all afford. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!  
 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with 
 him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

At home, water may be poured into a bowl as Pastor Andrea 
gives thanks.  
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P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created 
 us in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
 In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
 and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know 
 the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
 At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
 and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water 
 in this font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your 
 forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us 
 the life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C   And also with you.                         
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross 
 for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you  
 delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day 
 to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the  
 resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                    Lisa Wackler    
 
FIRST LESSON                                                 Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman  
army officer, is a summary of the essential message of  
Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, 
and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
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message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout  
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John  
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He  
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him  
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
R The Word of the Lord.             
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  
This is the Day (from Psalm 118)—setting by Lynn Trapp. The 
choir sings the first refrain, then the congregation repeats it. All 
sing the subsequent refrains together. 
 
Refrain 

verse 1: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His love  
endures forever.  
Let the house of Israel say: “His love endures forever.” Refrain 
 
verse 2:  The hand of the Lord has struck with power; His right 
hand is exalted. I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works 
of the Lord. Refrain 
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verse 3:  The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone. By the Lord has this been done, it is wonderful in our 
eyes. Refrain 
       
SECOND LESSON                                         Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. 
His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our 
lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory.                                
R The Word of the Lord.            C Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL                                                        Matthew 28:1-10 
P The Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are 
sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 
 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And  
suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat 
on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 
snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know 
that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they  
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 
10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my  
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
P    The Gospel of the Lord.            
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                           Pastor Andrea Walker            
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                                                 ELW 367 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  
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*NICENE CREED  
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God eternally  
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified,  who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join 
the people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the 
gift of women as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders. 
Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the 
stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor 
you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your  
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set 
our minds on fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and 
steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who 
mourn. Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring 
them of your loving presence (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the 
powers of evil. We remember those who have died. Inspire us to 
live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our 
final days. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for 
whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
Please remember to send your offering via mail or online  
giving. 

 
ANTHEM 
 

Easter Day—Carson Cooman 
(This is a 2013 musical setting of the poem “Easter”, written by 
English priest and poet Gerard Manley Hopkins in 1866.) 
 
1: Beauty now for ashes wear, perfumes for the garb of woe,  
Chaplets for disheveled hair, dances for sad footsteps slow; Open 
wide your hearts that they let in joy this Easter Day. 
 
2: Build His church and deck His shrine, empty though it be on 
earth; Ye have kept your choicest wine—let it flow for heavenly 
mirth; Pluck the harp and breathe the horn: know ye not 'tis Easter 
morn? 
 
3: Gather gladness from the skies; take a lesson from the ground; 
Flowers do ope their heavenward eyes and a Spring-time joy have 
found; Earth throws winter's robes away, Decks herself for Easter 
Day. 
 
4: Break the box and shed the nard; stop not now to count the cost; 
Hither bring pearl, opal, sard; reck not what the poor have lost; 
Upon Christ throw all away: know ye, this is Easter Day. 
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5: Seek God's house in happy throng; crowded let His table be; 
Mingle praises, prayer, and song, Singing to the Trinity. Hence-
forth let your souls always make each morn an Easter Day!  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
A Let us pray. Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for 
 such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance, just 
 as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service 
 in your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. 
C Amen.  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD  
P Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within 
 us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, 
 for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
 draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
 honor and glory forever.  
C Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your  
 kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
 forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
 trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you 
 to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into 

 dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN                                                       ELW 365 
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  

                     
*DISMISSAL    
A   Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good 
 news. Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
Jesus Christ is Risen Today —— Cool Spring Brass Quintet 
(John Armstrong and Peter Pirotte, trumpets; Eric D. Moore, 
horn; Colin Wise, trombone; Karl Hovey, tuba)  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights  
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#22714.                                  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Today, we pray for those who are sick or suffering in any way, 
especially;  Will Hovis, Virginia Lew, Bekki and Derek  
Gordon, Pearl Apisson, Gillian Flory, Russell and Stephanie 
Thomas, Joan Tolbert, Stefanie Skurcenski, Barbara Hostage, Sue 
Ericsson, Russell Stevens, Glenn Ralph, Betty Mastrobattista, 
Richard, Dallas Dean, Carolyn Denison, Lois Leland, Bill  
Jackson, Grace Yin, Ralph Benson, Susan Russo, the   
Rademacher family, Matthew, Tony, Kingsley, Daniel, Eliza, 
Nicholas, Jake Baer Lois Quam and all those affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


