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Ecclesiastes 1-2 

 

 

A. In All_____________________ (1:3-9)  

 

 

B. With_____________________(1:17-18) 

 

 

C. With______________________(2:1-11) 

 

 

D. With_____________________(2:18-23) 

 

 

E. While_____________________God(2:25-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Study Notes October 6, 2019 

   

Ecclesiastes 1-2 Purposeful Living: Under the Sun  

 

Ecclesiastes is labeled “wisdom literature” and needs to be read in light of  the rest 

of  Scripture, which means no verse or book of  Scripture stands alone. Purposeful 
living comes to us only by what we receive from the one that is not under the sun.  

 

1. An introductory question in Ecclesiastes 1:3 seems to clarify the motivation 

(probably not a midlife crisis) for the entire book: “what does man gain by all the 

toil . . . under the sun?” As you read  the first chapter, what is the answer the author  

provides for us? 

 

2. The phrase “striving after the wind” is repeated multiple times in the 1st and 2nd 

chapters coupled with the phrase “all is vanity.” What is the limited perspective of  

the writer in 1:14? What does the author not see?   

 
3. Corinthians 1:25 tells us God’s foolishness is wiser than man’s wisdom.   

Because this is true, what do we obviously need that is not “under the sun?”  

(1 Corinthians 2:9-16). 

 

4. The author, who refers to himself  as the Preacher in 1:1, states over and over 

again that “all is vanity” (1:2 & 14;   2:1, 11, 17, 19, 23,25). What does this mean to 

you for your life under the sun? 

 

5. As we think about living with purpose, do you find purpose in  

2:24-26? How can we miss seeing purpose for our lives? (Romans 1:18-21). 

Where can we find purposeful living even under the sun?   
(Romans 1:16-17, Ephesians 2:8-10, Hebrews 12:1-4). 

 

6. Since God is not “under the sun” and since He gives us gifts that create our 

life’s purpose, how and what can we give that can help others live purposefully  

under the sun?  (Jude 20-23) 


