
1 
           THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE                                        July 2018________ 
 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Philippians 4:4 

Last month I copied from President Harrison’ report 
the many Bible verses that include joy. But what we didn’t do 
is describe the whys and how’s very well.  

To have joy is at the heart of why we are Christian. 
Paul in his letter to the Philippians tells them to rejoice 
always! Not have joy occasionally if circumstances move you, 
but to in all things be joyful for what you have received from 

the Lord.  
This joy he speaks of is not happiness in all things. It is far deeper than that. In 

fact, we can be joyful even in the midst of suffering. When Paul wrote this letter, his 
circumstances were far from ideal. He was in jail, awaiting trial for preaching Jesus 
Christ.  There is the very real possibility that if found guilty of causing a riot that he will 
be executed. He writes to Timothy to bring his cloak because the nights are cold, and he 
has no blanket. Instead of spending his days in the sun he must sit in cold cell. Yet he 
counts this as a time to have joy! 

Why? Because he has Christ. And he counts all things, his freedom, his 
possessions, his books, even his own body as nothing compared to knowing the love of 
God through the lens of the gift of Jesus Christ’s death for Paul. In fact, Paul would be 
happy to get rid of everything to be with Jesus. He knows that one day he will be with 
Jesus forever and this knowledge means that in the midst of his suffering he has joy. 
True joy is not found in an abundance of possessions or in seeking happiness above all 
else. True joy is not found in the pleasures of the world or in delighting in the ideas of 
our flesh. Joy is not found in entertainment or in idle recreation. True Joy is found in 
Christ alone for in Him alone we have our being and our life.  

Joy is yours because of the love of God in Christ Jesus not because you feel happy 
about it, but because God gave His Son to you.  Joy is yours as you receive the 
forgiveness of your sins because with this comes life, now and into eternity. This life 
given to you will have suffering but that cannot take away our joy because Christ is with 
us. Joy is yours as you receive Christ’s own body and blood as you are reminded of how 
He comes to you to save and strengthen you. Joy is yours in prayer as you know that 
God is never too busy to hear you but instead listens like you are the only thing that 
matters. Joy is yours as you praise God with His words that remind you that death is 
defeated.  Joy is yours because it is a gift of God. 

So, we rejoice in the Lord always! 
Pastor Johnson 
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2018 Contribution Status Report 
Month Budgeted Monthly 

Expenses 
Monthly Contribution 

Received  

February $10,400.00 $7,327.00 

March $10,400.00 $10,193.79 

April $10,400.00 $9,414.00 

May $10,400.00 $7,870.00 

June $10,400.00 $8,383.27 

 

Brat Fry!   
Come one, come all for our final weekend of tasty 

brats and hamburgers to help support the Youth 
Group as they prepare for the 2019 National Youth 
Gathering! Mark your calendars!  
 
August 4th: Walmart Plover 

 August begins the season of back-to-school 
shopping! As you are scoring deals at Walmart for all 
of your school supplies and clothes, stop by and see 
us for a quick and easy lunch!  

 

Vacation Bible School 
 This summer we will once again be hosting Vacation Bible School for the preschool-age 
children in our congregation and community. Planning for this week of fun and Christ-centered 
learning has already begun. If you would like to get involved, please speak with Shelley Utecht 
or Jenn Milner.   
 VBS 2018 Splash Canyon will take place from August 20-24 from 5-7:30pm. If you know 
any children who would be interested in attending, please let us know!  
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LABOR DAY RETREAT AT CAMP LUTHER 
August 31-September 3, 2018 
Relax and let Camp Luther plan your next holiday weekend. Enjoy a flexible and 
relaxing schedule with your family and other families. Activities include pontoon rides, 
kayaking, trail biking, swimming, volleyball, disc golf, Bible study, campfire devotions 
and much more. Start a new family tradition this year! Register at www.campluther.com 
 

Road to the 2019 National Youth 

Gathering 
Preparations are now in full swing! Our 

group has been confirmed—we are sending four 
boys and two chaperones: Tyler Johnson, Ethan 
Johnson, John O’Connor, Alex Marcy, Pastor 
Johnson, and Colleen O’Connor. Keep them in 
your prayers as they fundraise and prepare to 
travel to Minnesota!  

We are also looking to do some group bonding and fun activities together. Think 
mini golf, baseball games, and whatever else you can think of. Talk to Mrs. Milner if you 
have ideas. We appreciate your continued support of the youth!  

http://www.campluther.com/
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Vande Walle’s Chocolate Sale!  
 Now through our departure for the National Youth Gathering next July, 

the youth will be selling Vande Walle’s candy bars. Please consider 
supporting us by purchasing candy bars after church. You always know 

someone who would appreciate the thoughtful (and inexpensive) surprise 
of a delicious candy bar!  

 Want another way to help? Consider taking a box and selling it for us! 
Co-workers LOVE chocolate and they are really easy to sell. Talk with 

Jenn Milner or Colleen O’Connor if you are interested in signing out a 
box to sell (or buying a whole case to eat, we won’t tell). 

Church Directory 
 Help us finish our complete photo directory of the members of 
our congregation. If your phone number, email address, or address have 
changed recently, please leave a note with the updated information in 
the church secretary mailbox in the office.  

To complete our picture directory, we also need pictures of each 
family in the congregation. Jenn and Marty Milner will be taking these 
photographs every Sunday. They will be approaching families for 
pictures, but if you’re whole family is at church and looking your 
Sunday best, please assist us by pulling one of the Milners aside for a 

brief photo op. Thanks!   
Look for a list of people we still need pictures from on the bulletin board in the entryway 

this month. We would like to complete this project in 2018! 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emoji_u1f36b.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Family devotions from the small catechism 

Following is a short study for you to do at home with your family. It can serve as a devotional 
time, a time to discuss your faith, and a refresher in the basic tenets of the Christian faith. This 
material is reproduced from Living Luther’s Catechism (CPH 1998) Watch your newsletter every 
month for additional devotional materials to use at home. 
 
 

Lesson 34 the Sacraments 
“Every morning, and whenever else I have time, I read and recite word for word the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Psalms, etc. I must still read and study the Catechism 
daily, yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the Catechism, and I do 
it gladly,” (Martin Luther) 

 

What is a sacrament? A sacrament is a sacred act.  
A. Instituted by God, 
B. In which God Himself has joined His Word of promise to a visible element, 
C. And by which he offers, gives, and seals the forgiveness of sins earned by Christ.  

[God] chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that are. (1 Corinthians 1:28) 

 

Discussion questions for your family 
1. Exasperated, a man walked into his pastor’s office. “Pastor, nothing is holy or sacred any 

more.” Agree or disagree? Explain your answer.  
2. God delivers extraordinary gifts in ordinary packages. He gives His forgiveness, life, and 

salvation through words, water, bread, and wine. How does this truth illustrate St. Paul’s 
words? (1 Corinthians 1:28).  

3. Together with the Word, the sacraments—Baptism and the Lord’s Supper—are the 
“Means of Grace.” God works in our lives through these chosen means. Explain.  

4. The sacraments are “visible Gospel.” Why do you suppose God gives us—and blesses us 
with—a visible Gospel? 

5. At what times in your life have the sacraments have been especially important to you? 
 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus, thank You for the sacraments through which You offer, give, and seal the 
forgiveness of my sins. Remind me every day of my Baptism into Your death and resurrection. 
Give me joy every time I receive Your body and blood in Your holy Supper. Let me live each day 
in Your grace and power. In Your holy name I pray.  
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Lcms Stewardship article July 2018  

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 
account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 

gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). 

And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted 
that the Lord who made her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed 
her from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil, who called her by the Gospel and 
enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do this. He would 
provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the 
God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. 
When we are tempted to give small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We 
don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.  

We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies 
and keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give 
us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has 
already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are 
adopted sons of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the 
inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of 
adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the 
Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your 
guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 
Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the 
grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7). 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all 
good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting 
the community of faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who 
teach and help raise our children in the faith, without resources for the poor and needy – in 
short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us.  

For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God 
and love your neighbor (Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He 
has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is 
a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need 
and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your 
community, your church.   
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Death holds no fear for those who have 

died    Rev. Erik Rottmann, Trinity Lutheran, Cole Camp, MO 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. (Jonah 3:1–3) 

Many Christians feel afraid to speak to their friends and loved ones about Christ. 
Many fears conspire to keep us silent: fear of rejection or mockery, fear of an angry 
response, fear that we will not be able to answer difficult questions.  

The prophet Jonah likewise suffered the fear of speaking the faith. God had 
commanded Jonah to preach repentance to the city of Nineveh. Jonah’s fears compelled 
him to run “away from the presence of the Lord” (Jonah 1:3). God responded by putting 
Jonah to death, as it were: “The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17). Then, God 
raised His servant from the dead: “The Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out 

upon the dry land” (Jonah 2:10).  
How shall we describe what happened to Jonah? We could take a cold view, saying that 

Jonah’s death-and resurrection experience proves that our demanding God always gets His way. 
God wanted Jonah to preach the faith in Nineveh. When Jonah attempted to refuse the will of 
the Lord, the Lord changed His servant’s mind by means of an unpleasant rebuke.  

Alternatively, we could look at Jonah’s experience in the warm, life-giving light of Baptism. 
Jonah had feared death. God saved Jonah from his fear of death by putting Jonah to death and 
then raising him up from the grave. Death holds no fear for those who have died! When the 
Word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, sending the prophet to the large and violent city 
of Nineveh, Jonah no longer felt any reason to run away. Jonah could say to himself, in the 
words of the psalm, “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” (Psalm 
118:6).  

Jonah’s example can provide us with courage and hope in the face of our fears, especially our 
fears of speaking to others about Christ. Just as the Lord our God put Jonah to death and then 
raised him up again, so God has done for all the baptized of Christ. Each baptized Christian can 
say with Paul, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20). Since we 
died with Christ in Baptism, rising to new life through His miraculous gift of faith, what shall we 
fear?  

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38–39)  

By Baptism, Christ has overcome our fear of death by washing away the cause of death, which 
is sin (Romans 5:12). By Baptism, we can speak the faith—even if we have not memorized stacks 
of Bible verses or prepared all sorts of sophisticated answers to potential questions. The 
baptismal confession of faith, “Jesus is Lord,” will do. Against these words, not even the gates of 
hell can prevail. 
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Looking forward to the lessons for 

the Sundays in august 
Reflections on the Sundays of August Brief thoughts to prepare ourselves for the hearing 

of God’s Word. 
August 5th Trinity 10 Luke 19: 41-48 
He saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this 
your day, the things that make for your peace!” (Luke 19:41-42) 

 
The religious leaders had rejected Him. They wanted to have earthly power and 

control. His people would be stirred up and would reject Him, having Him crucified by 
their Roman overlords. “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him” (John 
1:11). Because of this Jesus wept over Jerusalem and said, “If you had known, even you, 
especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace” (Luke 19:42). Swift 
judgment falls on those outside of Christ, who reject Him with their words and actions. 
Those who try and buy and sell their salvation and merit before God are cast out, those 
who try to bargain with God through their prayers and those who don’t always gladly 
hear Christ’s Word fall under judgment.  

But we shouldn’t lose heart. Christ’s Word makes us glad: “the things that make for 
your peace.” He makes our peace. He bears our bargaining, our not holding His Word 
sacred, our not gladly hearing and learning it. It’s all about what He has done for you. 
He’s died and risen for all of that. The judgment doesn’t stand against you. You are 
surrounded not by judgment or enemies, but by Christ and His salvation. You are filled 
with the Spirit and reconciled to the Father. “You were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 
6:11).  
 
August 12 Trinity 11 Luke 18:9-14 
And the tax collector stood afar off, … saying “God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

 
Behold the most outwardly religious man! How good he looks to all those who see 

him in the city and in the synagogue. He makes sure everyone knows how good he is, 
how he, and he especially, really loves God. He fasts twice a week and he gives a tithe of 
all he possesses.  He is thankful to God to keep him from being like those sinners! 
However, God cares for the heart condition. The actions of our hands are to be 
motivated by our changed heart in relation to God and our neighbors. This man only 
cares about how he is perceived by His works. The Pharisee expects rewards for his good 
behavior, but Jesus says he goes away unjustified. 
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The tax collector sees no good in himself. He knows that he lives a life outside of 
God’s will. He has not lived God’s Word or God’s child. He has extorted, swindled, lied, 
been deceitful, he has oppressed the poor and stolen from the needy. As he looks on his 
works in light of the rule of God’s Law he sees only sin. He deserves punishment, but 
this man falls on his knees counting on God being merciful just as He promised to be. 
This trust in God’s mercy for Him leaves the man justified. He is rewarded for his faith 
with forgiveness. How wonderful for us sinners is a God who justifies us freely for the 
sake of the death of His Son Jesus Christ! 
 
August 19th Trinity 12 Mark 7:31-37 
Then looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, Ephphatha,” that is, “Be Opened.” 
Immediately his ears were opened and the impediment of his tongue was loosed and he 
spoke plainly. 

 
A man is born deaf and because of it he cannot speak. Communication for him is 

difficult, his speech is as though his tongue is bound up in knots. So also, all who cannot 
hear the Word of God will have an impediment in their speech that is their confession 
of faith. For faith comes by hearing and hearing comes by the Word of God and the 
proper confession of our mouths is given to us by faith. Without God’s Word our 
communication is like a man bound up in knots. 

Jesus frees the man from his condition by speaking God’s Word into his ears. And at 
once his ears are opened and his tongue is unbound. Haring the proper way to form 
words he is able to speak clearly for the first time.  

So, our confession of faith is made plain and correct when Jesus grabs us by the ear 
and tongue and speaks His Word to us. In Baptism the water combined with the Word 
frees us from our sinful condition and grants faith in the work of God for us. This faith 
that is given in turn causes our tongue to speak forth correct praise of God which is 
simply to say to God, “thank you for releasing me.” 
 
August 26th Trinity 13 Luke 10:23-37 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
A lawyer stood up and tested him, saying, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Love 
God and your neighbor. But he wanting to justify himself said, “who is my neighbor?”….. 

 
The lawyer gets the question all wrong. “What must I do?” and it shows by his follow 

up question as he “Wants to justify himself.” This man is looking desperately for the 
checklist of things to accomplish to be assured of his eternal life.  We can’t be too 
judgmental against him, however. For aren’t we all looking for what we have to do to 
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gain eternal life. That is the age-old question. We may answer it by saying go to church, 
or make sure you volunteer at church or maybe you are sure because you have checked 
off being confirmed. But nothing will save you except Jesus.  

To show this to the man Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. If in the 
parable we see ourselves as having to be the Samaritan to others to show our 
Christianity, then we are essentially making our service to our neighbor as the checklist 
to gain eternal life. If you see yourself in the wounded, helpless and naked man in the 
ditch then the Samaritan for you is Jesus coming alongside of you to rescue you. To pick 
you up and put you on his donkey and to pay whatever price is required to heal you. The 
price to heal you of all sin ended up being the very life of Jesus which he willingly paid 
for you.  The checklist of what is required is filled out by Jesus for you. 
 

Upcoming events 

 
Church-wide picnic and Sunday School kickoff. September 9th! 
Church-wide picnic after the late service on Sunday September 9th. This is our first 
Sunday with Sunday School and to kick off our year of studying God’s Word right we 
will share a meal. Hamburgers, brats, and hot dogs and beverages provided—you bring 
a side or desert. 
 
Potato Pancake Breakfast—an old favorite! 
We are planning on having a between-services meal in October of potato pancakes. 
Thin and crispy and oh so delicious! More details to follow. 
 
Bingo! 
We had such a great time playing Bingo twice last year that we are going to do it again! 
Pencil in (not pen just yet!) the second Sunday in November. 
 
Any other ideas? 
If you have a great idea of a fellowship event you want to help put together, don’t 
hesitate! We still have many dates on the calendar that can be filled up with fun stuff to 
do! 
 
Flowers for the Altar 
This is a reminder that we have a flower fund. If you would like to have flowers in the 
Chancel in honor of a special event or person you may call the church office and Rhonda 
Hare will make the arrangements. A small donation of $20 is requested. 
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Simplify gift giving with scrip! ORDERS DUE 2ND SUNDAY OF MONTH 

NAME_______________________________________PHONE________________________________ 
1.CHOOSE YOUR RETAILER 2.CIRCLE YOUR DESIRED CARD VALUE 3.WRITE IN THE NUMBER OF CARDS YOU WANT 
4.WRITE IN THE TOTAL 5.TEAR OFF THIS SHEET 6.RETURN FORM AND PAYMENT TO SCRIP MAILBOX 

GROCERIES $$VALUE QTY TOTAL HOUSEHOLD $$VALUE QTY TOTAL 

COPPS 4% 25, 50, 100   BARNES & NOBLE 
9% 

5, 10, 25   

PIGGLY WIGGLY 3% 25, 100   DUNHAM 8% 25   

WALMART 2.5% 10, 25, 50, 
100 

  KOHLS 4% 25, 100   

GAS    FLEET FARM 25, 100   

BP 1.5% 25, 50, 100   LOWE’S 4% 20, 25, 100, 
500, 1000 

  

SHELL 2% 25, 50, 100   MENARDS 3% 25, 100, 
500 

  

CENEX 3% 25, 100   TJ MAXX 7% 25, 100   

KWIK TRIP 4% 25, 50, 100       

RESTAURANTS        

APPLEBEE’S 8% 25   KMART 4% 25, 50   

BUFFALO WILD 
WINGS 8% 

10, 25   LANDS END 16% 25, 100 
 

  

CHILI’S 11% 25   MACY’S 10% 25, 50   

PANDA EXPRESS 8% 25   AMAZON 4% 10, 25, 100   

OLIVE GARDEN 9% 25   AUTOZONE 8% 25   

RED LOBSTER 9% 25   CABELA’S 4% 25, 100   

PIZZA HUT 8% 5, 10   YOUNKERS 8% 25   

STARBUCKS 7% 10, 25   MICHAELS 4% 25   

TGIFRIDAYS 9% 25   STAPLES 5% 25, 100   

Chuck E CHEESE 8% 10   BEST BUY 3% 25, 100   

DISCOVER 
UNIVERSAL CARD 
1.25% 

50, 100, 
250 

      

        

OTHER        

        

        

Please submit this form to the SCRIP mailbox in the Narthex. Thank you. 
 
 



12 
           THE SHEPHERD’S VOICE                                        August 2018________ 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
August 2018 

 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
THE  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Missouri Synod 
203 Grant Street, Amherst, WI 54406 

Pastor Donald Johnson 
                          Pastor’s e-mail: donaldtjohnson@gmail.com 

           Pastor’s Cell phone: 715-498-7251 
    Church phone:   715-824-3314 

       Office email: stpaul@wi-net.com 
                            FB: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Amherst WI 

                 Web site: http://stpauls.360unite.com 
 

 

mailto:donaldtjohnson@gmail.com
mailto:stpaul@wi-net.com

