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Greetings in Christ Jesus! 
 
 
Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia, Amen. 
 
 What a glorious day in the Lord the celebration of his  
Resurrection was at St. Paul. Hundreds of people received the 
Lord’s gifts from the altar and pulpit. A delicious meal was shared 
by the Youth Group. We returned thanks and praise to the Lord in 
prayer and hymn. So many joyous things, that I don’t want it to end. 
And it won’t end until Jesus returns. Until then, there is a summer 
of activities planned at St. Paul Lutheran. A faithful and fantastic 
Bible School is planned for the youth of our congregation and  
community. The VBS will focus on “Digging with David” and  
concentrate on the life of David from Goliath to his being forgiven 
by God. The VBS will culminate with a service and church picnic 
on Ascension Day (Thursday, May 26) in the evening.  
 I’m excited to blessed to announce that we have five  
confirmands who will confess the faith and receive their First Holy 
Communion on May 1. It was a delight to teach them in the faith, 
and I thank their faithful parents for their efforts, as well as the 
Board of Christian Education for bringing them to the beginning  
of their Adult Life in Christ. 
 On Mother’s Day, besides being thankful for the gift of our 
mothers, we will also bless Hilary Liermann and Kennedie Ott as 
they graduate high school, pray for them, and ask God to guide 
them for the life which lies ahead.  
 The summer is a time of growth for our gardens and our 
crops, it is also a time for growth in the church. While the weather 
warms up, and our outdoor activities increase, I encourage you to 
grow in Christ by drinking from the cool waters of the Gospel at 
church.  
 Peace in Christ, 
 
 
 Pastor Hartman. 
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MISSON OF THE MONTH FOR MAY: 

VBS project Direct Support to LCMS 

Ukraine Refugee Relief. 
On Thursday, Feb. 24, Russia launched an early morning invasion 

of Ukraine. As the conflict enters its second month, the people of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) continue to pray for those 
affected and seek opportunities to help. 

The LCMS has been working with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ukraine (ELCU), an emerging partner church, for the last four 
years. The Rev. Serge Maschewski, bishop of the ELCU, studied in the 
Russian Project at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, in the 
1990s. He led the congregations of the ELCU out of the Deutsche Evan-
gelisch-Lutherische Kirche der Ukraine (DELKU) — which is affiliated 
with the German state church, the Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland 
(EKD) — when the EKD ordered the Ukrainian church to accept wom-
en’s ordination and the LGBTQ agenda. In the last two years the EKD, 
in cooperation with others, carried out a coup against the ELCU, taking 
over the ELCU headquarters in Odesa, Ukraine, and seizing its bank ac-
counts. Maschewski, his wife and their two sons were removed from the 
building by force and thrown into the street. 

The Rev. James A. Krikava, associate executive director of 
the LCMS Office of International Mission, notes that the 
coup against the ELCU happened before Vladimir Putin’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. Before the coup, an LCMS missionary 
couple was teaching English in Odesa and Dnipro. Theologi-
cal seminars for pastors were being held monthly, 
and another missionary family was preparing to deploy to 
 Ukraine to help carry out this work. But for health rea-

sons the couple had to leave the field, and when violence broke out 
against the church, the family had to be diverted to Romania. They are 
now assisting with the relief effort there. 

Meanwhile, the LCMS still had one missionary family working in 
Russia, even after the assault on Ukraine began. The Rev. Jerry Lawson 
had been teaching at the Bible Institute of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Ingria in Russia, an LCMS partner church. Lawson, his wife 
and their two children were living and serving in St. Petersburg, far from 
the fighting, and Krikava was checking on them daily. 

As the war in Ukraine intensified, however, the notice came that 
all Americans should leave Russia. This turned out to be a challenge, as 
flights from Western countries were being banned from entering Russian 
airspace. To leave by air, the Lawsons would have had to fly to Turkey 
or a Middle Eastern country in order to get back into Europe. 

 

https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/from-the-mission-field-helping-ukrainian-refugees-in-romania/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2022/from-the-mission-field-helping-ukrainian-refugees-in-romania/
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Mission Of The Month Continued 
Ultimately, the Finnish consulate in St. Petersburg offered to 

take them on a bus of diplomats traveling from St. Petersburg to Hel-
sinki. The border passing was not easy, as in addition to the Russian 
border guards, there were many Russian army personnel, heavily 
armed, thoroughly searching all baggage. 

“God be praised,” said Krikava, “that the Lawsons made it safe-
ly out of Russia. Once they arrived in Helsinki, they were met by pas-
tors and friends from our partner church, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission Diocese of Finland. They traveled to Riga, Latvia, where for 
the time being Pastor Lawson can continue to teach his theology 
courses in the Russian Bible Institute, as well as assist with the 
[Lutheran Livonian Project] in Riga.”   

Elsewhere in Europe, other LCMS missionaries are also minis-
tering to refugees. The Rev. Dr. Christian Tiews, LCMS missionary to 
Germany, is providing pastoral care to several fleeing Ukrainian fami-
lies. He recently met one of the families, a mother and her teenage 
daughter, at the train station in Hamburg (the husband/father had 
stayed behind to help defend his country). Tiews said that he wasn’t 
sure how to identify the women, so he held up a homemade blue and 
yellow sign with their names. 

“As the Lord would have it,” Tiews said, “[they] disembarked 
right in front of me … with tears of relief running down their faces 
after five days on the road.” Tiews said that he helped the women find 
their host and accompanied them to the host’s vehicle. 

“When we got there, I asked … whether they would mind if we 
had a prayer of thanks for their safe arrival,” Tiews continued. The 
host looked “skeptical,” saying, “Praying is not really my thing.” 

But the Ukrainians agreed, and Tiews prayed with the group, 
noting that after the prayer, the Ukrainians made the sign of the cross. 
The next day, Tiews said the women’s host called to let him know 
they were doing well. Before hanging up, she added, “Thank you for 
praying last night. I’m not really into all of that religion stuff, but 
somehow praying to God felt good. It gave me peace.” 
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Mission Of The Month Concluded 
Krikava said the situation in Ukraine remains “grave” and is 

“getting more tense each day.” Asked what the church’s role is at times 
such as this, he replied, “It is the same role as always, except under ex-
treme conditions: bringing God’s people His gifts of Word and Sacra-
ment. I talk to people in Ukraine every day via video. They are starting 
to look ragged. Their fear is more noticeable. Still, their faces express 
the depth of their conviction and faith. They remain resolute and rela-
tively calm. It is hard to imagine all they are going through.” 

Of the Synod’s missionaries in Eurasia, Krikava said they 
“deserve an A+. First there was COVID, then persecution — not only in 
Ukraine, but against our partner church in Finland — and now this war, 
which is affecting so many. Up to 6 million refugees are predicted. But 
our missionaries are doing well. Our partner churches in the area are al-
so helping, and the outpouring of prayers and gifts from the people of 
the LCMS has been miraculous.” 
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Congratulations to our 2022 

Confirmation Class 
 

Nevaeh Contreras 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

 “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me.” 
 

Austin Hatterman 

1 Chronicles 28:9 

 “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your  
father and serve him with a whole heart and with a  
willing mind, for the Lord searches all hearts and  

understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he 
will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will cast 

you off forever.” 
 

Cadence James 

Matthew 10:32 

 “So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I  
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in  

heaven,” 
 

Regan Raabe 

Leviticus 19:2 

 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel 
and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your 

God am holy.” 
 

Brooklyn Siebrandt 

Jude 1:21 

 “keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mer-
cy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” 

 

Confirmation 

Weekend 
 

April 30 
6:00pm 

Questioning 

 

May 1st  
10:30am  

Confirmation  

Worship 
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Congratulations to our 2022 

Graduating Senior Class 
 

Hilary Liermann 

Kennedie Ott 
 

 

 

Graduation 

Blessing  

May 8th  

at the 

10:30am  

service.  
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Closing Service During 
Worship, Thursday,  
May 26 at 6:00 pm  

with a picnic  
(all furnished) to follow.  
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Closing Service During 
 
 

(all furnished) to follow.  

                                        9 
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Current Officers:    

President  
Lorna  Hollman     
Vice President   
Evaline Hatterman  
Secretary  
Saundra Biermann    
Treasurer  
JoAnn Fullner 

 

St. Paul’s DOR news item 
St. Paul’s DOR met on Thursday, April 28 with 7 members and Pastor 
Hartman in attendance.    Pastor Hartman led the Bible Study titled, 
“Promise, Power, Peace” from the Spring LWML Quarterly. 

The business meeting was led by President, Lorna Hollman with the 
March minutes read and approved and the Treasurer’s report given. 

The Flower Committee reported that there were bouquets from the funer-
als of Helene Stigge and Wiltrude Toelle and 17 Easter Lilies were donat-
ed for the Easter season. 

The Special Projects Committee reported that 75 people were served at 
the luncheon following the funeral of Helene Stigge. 

The DOR filled and delivered 22 Easter Baskets to congregational mem-
bers at the Wisner Care Center, Colonial Haven in Beemer and numerous 
members who are homebound or have recently been on the prayer list 
with health issues. 

The West Point Zone LWML Spring Gathering was held at Zion/St. John 
with Immanuel, Beemer ladies hosting on Monday, April 25 with 49 in 
attendance.    The Bible Study was presented by Pastor Jacobs from Jesus 
Our Savior Lutheran Outreach at Winnebago.   An Ingathering was held 
for Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool.    The Ingathering gave to the 
preschool:   1 case of copy paper, 1 black ink cartridge, 1 tri-color ink car-
tridge, 1,260 #10 envelopes, cash - $4, checks totaling $130 and 740 for-
ever stamps valued at $429.20. 
Pastor Jacob and the preschool teacher, Sheryl Tietz say:   “Thank You 
and Praise the Lord!  Thank God for our dear sisters of the LWML – West 
Point Zone!” 

The Nebraska North District LWML Convention will be held at Columbus 
July 22-23.   Each zone is to make a quilt to bring to the convention and 
then donate to a needy recipient. 
The West Point Zone voted to donate their quilt to one of the families who 
lost their home in the fire by Lyons April 23. 

The DOR will pay for the flowers/plants to be planted in the flower box 
by the church.    Kimberly Cornett has volunteered to plant them. 

Correspondence was read and bills were presented for the Easter Baskets 
and Easter Lilies. 

Members signed a birthday card to be sent to Lillian Heller for her 90th 
birthday on May 3. 

The next meeting of the DOR will be Thursday, May 19 with JoAnn Full-
ner as hostess 

The meeting was closed with the Mite Offering and Devotion, The Lord’s 
Prayer and the Table Prayer.     Anna Mae Breitkreutz was the hostess. 

The next work day at the Orphan Grain Train will be Friday, May 13   2 
quilts were taken to the OGT in April.      
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Remember Our Homebound 
Wisner Care Center 

Bernice Grothe; LaVern Hass;  

Lillian Heller; Virgil Loewe; Lois Schmidt;  

Elaine Albers;  John & Judy Borgelt; 

 

Colonial Courts Beemer:  

LaDonna Deitloff;   

 

At Home: 

Bob Albers; Evelyn Buhrman;  

Fred & Joan Groninger;  

Betty Jacobsen; Joanne Nitzsche;  

Jim VonSeggern;  

FYI 
 

We Deliver Meals 

on Wheels on the 

week of  May 17th 

Please make sure to 

sign up and help 

deliver these meals 

and maybe even 

pray with them and 

for them as you  

deliver the meals. 
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SPRING VOTER’S MEETING 

SUNDAY APRIL 24, 2022    1 PM 
 
President Gene Ott called the meeting to order.  Pastor Hartman opened with prayer. 
 
Roll call was taken with a sign in sheet.  Twelve were present. 
 
Minutes of the Fall Voter’s meeting were read and approved. 
 
Financial Report was given by treasurer Willis Hollman. It was moved by Layne  
 
Matthes and seconded by Heath Cornett to approve the report. Carried. 
 
BOARD REPORTS 
Board of Elders:  Layne Matthes reported that the current Elders are Heath Cornett, 
Wayne Heermann, Aaron Biermann, Mark Schweers, Gary McBride, Jeff Greve and 
Layne Matthes. They meet the second Mon. of the month and go over the Elder’s 
budget.  Letters of encouragement were sent to members who have not been in 
church recently.  List of transfers in and out is attached. Moved by Layne, seconded 
by Gary to approve transfers in and out. Carried. 
 
Board of Social Ministry: Barb Rabe reported they have been doing Meals on 
Wheels with several new volunteers.  Pastor said they can now assist at the Manor 
Devotions.  They do have to wear a mask. 
 
Board of Education: Pastor reported that VBS will be Tues. May 25, Wed. May 26 
and Thurs. May 27 with the theme “Digging with David”.  Thurs. evening at 6 PM 
there will be Ascension Day services and a picnic.   Ten youth and 2 adults attended 
Camp Luther Confirmation Retreat.  Confirmation will be Sunday May 1 for 5 con-
firmands but all students grades 5 through 8 will attend and participate.  One high 
school youth will be confirmed later. 
 
Board of Trustees:  Pastor reported that the new glass doors on the south west cor-
ner of the church have been installed which made the trustee budget be over.  After 
several inquiries it was found that the stained glass windows are already glazed alt-
hough some of the trim work needs to be painted.  Therefore the trustees recom-
mend using the “stain glass window repair fund”  to replace windows in the acolyte 
room, the back basement stairway and front windows in the education unit.  They 
are looking for prices for these.  They will repack the sand along the foundation 
which is causing leakage and walls to crack.  The microwave for the parsonage was 
replaced.  Pastor would like a porch/sunroom along the east side of the parsonage.   
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SPRING VOTER’S  

MEETING CONTINUED: 

 
Board of Youth:  Hosted the Easter breakfast with a good turnout with all tables 
full.  Pastor continues to host the youth for suppers. 
 
Board of Stewardship:  Mission of the Month project for Jan. was Direct support 
to Lutheran Bible Translators for $1,245; Feb. was Direct support for Full tuition to 
Camp Luther for St. Paul’s children for $1,000; March Direct support to Rev. Na-
thaniel & Emma Jensen in Kaiserlautern Germany serving Military members sta-
tioned in the area as well as mentoring seminary students. The Annual Project for 
2022 is Hannah House in Russia.  This is a place for children who age out of the or-
phanages to go to for guidance in attending higher schooling or getting a job.  The 
goal is $6,500 and we have $1,715 currently.  The board also discussed having 
Craig Stirtz , District Representative from the LCMS Foundation give a presentation 
on the benefits they can offer for better sources for funding for the church. 
 
Board of Finance:  Still counting weekly. 
 
Unfinished Business:  The position of Recording Secretary is currently vacant.  
Some have been asked and refused.  If you know of someone or would like to vol-
unteer please talk to Pastor or Gene.    Pastor and Bruce Bloedorn will represent the 
congregation at District Convention in June in Kearney NE. 
 
New Business:  Pastor again thanked everyone for their generous support and gifts.   
It was moved by Willis Hollman and seconded by Layne Matthes to have the Fall 
Voter’s Meeting take place immediately after church services on November 13, 
2022.  It would take place in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM and Pastor closed with Prayer. 
 
Secretary Pro Tem 
Lorna Hollman  
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April 3   April 10—Palm Sunday  

General Envelopes $3,594.00 General Envelopes $3,079.32 

Mission Envelopes $260.00 Mission Envelopes $115.00 

Mission of the Month $125.00 Mission of the Month $100.00 

Bible Class $39.25 Bible Class $30.41 

Total $4,018.25 Total $3,324.73 

Church Attendance:  

133 

 Church Attendance:    

191                                       

 

    

April 24  April 6 Wed Lent Service  

General Envelopes $2,340.98 General Envelopes $285.00 

Mission Envelopes $0.00 Mission Envelopes $472.00 

Bible Class $24.50 Mission of the Month $10.00 

Annual Project $463.00 Total $767.00 

Mission of the Month $100.00   

Total $2,928.48   

Church Attendance:  

127 

 Church Attendance: 

66  

 

Home Budget  

Weekly Needs: 

$3,609.84 

Mission Outreach 

Weekly Needs: 

$403.85 

16 
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April 14—Holy Thursday  April 15—Good Friday  

General Envelopes $20.00 General Envelopes $0.00 

Mission Envelopes $813.00 Mission Envelopes $1,286.76 

Total $833.00 Total $1,286.76 

Church Attendance:  

116 

 Church Attendance:    

112 

                                      

 

    

April 17— Easter    

General Envelopes $4,913.38   

Mission Envelopes $85.00   

Mission of the Month $50.00   

Bible Class $12.00   

Total $5,060.38   

Church Attendance:  

271 

   

Holy Week 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Sherry 

Steinmeyer 

2 
 Michael 

Callies 

 Tymarie 

Ott 

3 
Lillian 

Heller 

4 5 6 
Leroy  

Petersen 

7 

8 
Amy 

Steinmeyer 

9 10 11 
Steve Ott 

12 13 14 

15 
Abbi  

Oligmueller 

16 17 18 19 
 Ada  

Butterfield 

 Tegan 

McLean 

20 
 

21 
Caden 

Schweers 

22 23 24 25 
Bernice 

Grothe 

26 
Stacey  

Benne 

27 28 
Luke Raabe 

29 
 Roger 

Brand 

 Samantha 

Liermann 

30 31 
Sandy 

Stigge 

    

May 2022 

Anniversaries: 
Art & JoAnn Fullner May 13th   Bruce & Emma Bloedorn May 19th  

Dave & Kathy Bartosh  May 23rd             Ty & Emily Rogers May 25th 

Russ & Carolyn Brahmer May 26th  Kurt & Melanie Kindschuh May 29th 
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May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:15am 

Adult Bible 

Class 

10:30am 

Confirmation 

2 3 4 
10:00am 

Bible Class 

5 6 
 

7 
6:00pm 

Worship 

8 
9:15am 

Adult Bible 

Class 

10:30am 

Worship 

9 
1:00pm 

Busy Fingers 

10 11 
10:00am 

Bible Class 

12 13 
2:00-4:00 

Orphan 

Grain Train 

Workday 

14 
6:00pm 

Worship 

15 
9:15am 

Adult Bible 

Class 

10:30am 

Worship 

16 17 
 

18 
10:00am 

Bible Class 

19 
1:30pm 

DOR 

20 21 
6:00pm 

Worship 

22 
9:15am 

Adult Bible 

Class 

10:30am 

Worship 

23 
1:00pm 

Busy Fingers 

 

24 
8:30am-

11:30am 

VBS 

25 
8:30am-

11:30am 

VBS 

26 
8:30am-

11:30am 

VBS 

6:00pm 

Ascension 

with VBS 

Closing 

27 
 

28 
6:00pm 

Worship 

29 
9:15am 

Adult Bible 

Class 

10:30am 

Worship 

30 
Office Closed 

31     
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Worship Times 

 6:00pm Saturday Evenings 

 10:30am Sunday Mornings 

 

Bible Study Times 

 9:15am Sunday Mornings Adult Bible Class   

 10:00am Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Class  

   

Things to Remember 

COMING NEXT MONTH 

 New Mission of the Month 

 Board Meetings 

 

 

St Paul Lutheran Church 

We invite you to join us for  

Worship every weekend;  

and Bible Study throughout the week. 

Our Address is:              

 509 13th Street                                   

Po Box 797                                     

Wisner Nebraska 68791 

Phone #402-529-6583                                   

Parsonage #402-529-3468 

Email:  

secretary@stpaulwisner.onmicrosoft.com 

Website:                                 

stpaullutheranwisner.360unite.com 

  

 


