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Welcome to Saint Paul Lutheran Church. 
As a member congregation of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod, we are committed 

to the Word and Sacraments of our Lord Jesus Christ.   If you are visiting with us this 

weekend, please sign our Record of Fellowship in each pew. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

†About Communion at St. Paul: † 
The Lord's Table is open to all members of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. 

Oneness at Communion pre-supposes oneness in doctrine. However, if you would like to 

come forward to receive a blessing, please keep your hands folded and step up to the 

Pastor. Thank you for respecting our teachings.  If you would like to learn more about 

communion at St. Paul, feel free to make an appointment with Pastor Hartman. 

 

Prelude 

Connor Bloedorn 

Cindy Bloedorn 

  

Serving this Week at St. Paul Lutheran Church: 
Acolyte: Lillian Nitzsche Alea Rasmussen, Allie Hassler 

Pastor – Rev. Jared Hartman 

Secretary - Kim Cornett  

Saturday Night Virtual Organist – Kim Cornett 

Sunday Morning Organist – Cindy Bloedorn 

Sunday Morning Piano – Connor Bloedorn 

P.O. Box 797, 509 13th Street, Wisner, Nebraska 

Office Phone: 402/529-6583- Parsonage Emergency Phone: 402/529-3468 

E-mail: splcwisner@hotmail.com - stpaullutheranwisner.360unite.com 
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Please stand and face the cross at the church entrance. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

357 “O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”  
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

Ref  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

3 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

4 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

  

P  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You have entrusted to Your people the task of teaching all nations. 

Enlighten with the wisdom of Your Holy Spirit those who teach and those who learn that 

the joyous truth of the Gospel may be known in every generation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Luke 2:1-5 

2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 

was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each 

to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

361 “O, LITTLE TOWN ON BETHLEHEM” 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

    The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

    The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

    Are met in thee tonight. 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

    And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

    Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 

    Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

    And peace to all the earth! 

Luke 2:6-8: 

 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 

son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  

393 “INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY”  

1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

    Oxen lowing, 

    Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

    Swiftly winging, 

    Angels singing, 

    Bells are ringing, 

    Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

2 Flocks were sleeping, 

    Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 

    Saw the glory, 

    Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

    Thus rejoicing, 

    Free from sorrow, 

    Praises voicing, 

    Greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 
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Luke 2:9-14 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they 

were filled with great fear10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 

of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Congregation please join in with the 3rd 

stanza and refrain.) 

ref  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

    Him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee 

    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain 

 

Luke 2:15 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 

to us.”  

 

361 “O, LITTLE TOWN ON BETHLEHEM” 
3 How silently, how silently 

    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

    The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

    But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

    The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

    Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

    Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

    The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

    Our Lord Immanuel! 

Luke 2:16-20 

16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 
18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Matthew 2:1 

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 

from the east came to Jerusalem,  
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1.We three kings of orient are 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain 

Moor and mountain 

Following yonder star refrain 

(refrain) O star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 

Guide us to thy perfect light 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 

Gold I bring to crown Him again 

King for ever, ceasing never 

Over us all to reign  refrain 

 

3. Frankincense to offer have I 

Incense owns a Deity nigh 

Prayer and praising, all men raising 

Worship Him, God most high 

 

 Matthew 2:2-12 

 “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 

to worship him.”3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ 

was to be born. They told him,  “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”  

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 

appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening 

to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 

before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 

gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way.  

 

Children’s Sermon 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

OFFERING “AWAY IN A MANGER” by Preschool – 3rd Grade Sunday School 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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+Service of the Sacrament+ 

Preface LSB 160 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P  It is truly good right and salutary… 

380 “HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING”  
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King! 

Lord’s Prayer  

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  
P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  Amen. 

THE CHILDREN PASS THE PEACE and receive a blessing from Pastor.  

Agnus Dei            

C  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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SIT 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS (Congregation sings)  

370 “WHAT CHILD IS THIS”  
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

374 “GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD”  
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the Undefiled, 

    To the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, 

    Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race 

    Who have found His favor. 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 

    Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 

    Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 

    Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 

    All the hills were ringing. 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 

    Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled 

    But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 

    Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth; 

    Hail the King of glory! 
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376 “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY”  
1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 

367 “ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY”  
1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

ref   Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 
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D 5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C  Amen. 

Post-Communion Collect  

P  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C  Amen. 

Benediction LSB 166 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C  Amen. 

 

387 “JOY TO THE WORLD”  

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4  He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, and wonders of His love. 
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Children assisting with the service 
 

Litany: Braxton Siebrandt 

Crucifer/Angel: Lillian Nitzsche 

Acolyte/Angel: Allie Hassler 

Acolyte/ Angel: Alea Rasmussen 

Mary: Laura Borgelt  

Joseph: Ashton Raabe 

Shepherds: Dylann Ott, Austin Hatterman, Brooklyn Siebrandt, Aiden Buhrman, 

Head Angel: Lindsey Borgelt 

Angels: Allie Hassler, Alea Rasmussen, Lillian Nitzsche, Sydney Feyerherm,  

Bria Hassler, Avery Heppner, Brenna Siebrandt, 

Herod: Ethan Buhrmann 

Wise Man 1: Karl Steinmeyer 

Wise Man 2: Regan Raabe 

Wise Man 3: Walker Ott 

Star: Ada Butterfield 

Animals: Boston Schantz, Abigail Hartman, Jessa Johnson, Arthur Bloedorn,  

Wren Heppner, Gunner Schultz, Ashton Raabe, and Paxton Raabe 

 
A Huge THANK YOU to Alea Rasmussen,  

and Allie Hassler for Designing This  

Year’s Bulletin Cover. 

A Huge THANK YOU to the Board of Parish Education, 

Teachers, Classroom Helpers and ALL the Parents who helped 

with getting the Children’s Service ready and helped with the 

meals for the children. 

 

  



 

13 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Poinsettias may be brought to the church anytime. Thank you.  

• Your 2020 Offering Envelopes are ready for you to pick up in the conference 

room. Thank you. 

• Today after church, in the narthex, Candle Fundraiser. Saint Paul Lutheran 

Church Youth Group will have bath fizzies, scented jar candles and embroidered 

items available for their next fundraiser. All proceeds will go towards St. Paul’s 

Youth Group mission trip to Puerto Rico in June.  

• Just a reminder, the offering for any special service will go toward the missions’ 

budget unless your envelope is marked differently. 

• Choir practice is Wednesday nights at 7:00pm. If you would like to join 

the choir, please come and sing. Thank you.  

• JESUS’ BIRTHDAY PARTY will take place on Sunday, December 22 at 9:15 

am. The children will meet upstairs for a short devotion and then join the adult 

Bible class in the parish hall for bingo and birthday cake! Cross necklaces for the 

Russian Orphanage Project will also be assembled. Hope to see “kids” of all ages 

there. Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
 

 

Mission of the Month for December is direct support for  

Children’s Bibles from Lutheran Heritage Foundation. 

  For more information please see the article in your 

 December Newsletter. 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE OUR LORD 
Sunday, December 15, A.+D. 2019 – Sunday December 26, A.+D. 2019 

12/15 Sun 10:30 AM Children’s Christmas Service 

12/18 Wed 10:00 AM Women’s Bible Class (last class until 

January 8th.) 

 4:00 PM Midweek Bible Time (last class until 

January 8th.) 

 6:00 PM Advent III  

 7:00 PM Choir Practice 

12/21 Sat 6:00 PM Divine Service III 

12/22 Sun 9:15 AM Jesus Birthday Party and Bible Class 

 10:30 AM Divine Service III 

12/23-01/02  Church Office Closed 

12/24 Tues 6:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 

12/25 Wed 10:00 AM Christmas Morning Service 

12/26 Thu 3:00-10:00 PM Hartmans Open House 

Prayer Requests:  Prayer Requests:  Katrina Nissen-Peabody;  

Noah Schultz; Doug Breitkreutz;  

 

Scripture Readings for the Fourth Sunday In Advent: 

Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

The Lord bless your reading of His Word. 
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Serving Upcoming Church Services 

Acolyte:  Wednesday, December 18th: Allie Hassler 

      Sunday, December 22nd: Ethan Buhrman 

Tuesday, December 24th: Lillian Nitzsche, Allie Hassler, Alea Rasmussen and 

Braxton Siebrandt 

Wednesday, December 25th: Karl Steinmeyer 

 Ushers:  Wednesday, December 18th: Ted Harder and Steven Cornett 

Saturday, December 21st: Rick Heller and Tim Schweers 

       Sunday, December 22nd: Tim Springer and Gene Ott 

Tuesday, December 24th: Jeff Greve and Tim Schultz 

Wednesday, December 25th: Keary Raabe and Gene Weber 

    Elders:  Saturday, December 21st: Randy Nissen  

    Sunday, December 22nd: Gary McBride 

Tuesday, December 24th: Wayne Heermann, Dillon Bloedorn, Heath Cornett, 

Alan Borgelt, and Randy Nissen 

Wednesday, December 25th: Dallas Goeller 

 

     

 

 

 

End of the Church Year/December 2018 Service  

and Activity Schedule 

December 15:  9:15-10:00AM, Abbreviated Bible class 

  10:30 AM Children’s Christmas Divine Service  

  11:30 AM St. Paul Youth Fundraiser 

December 18:  6:00 PM Advent Midweek Evening Prayer  

December 21:  6:00 PM 4th Saturday in Advent, Divine Service  

December 22:  9:15 AM Jesus Birthday Party 

 10:30 AM 4th Sunday in Advent, Divine Service 

December 24: 2:00 PM (1-2 hours, max) S.P.Y. Luminary Setup 

 5:30 PM Special Music Recital 

   6:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

December 25: 10:00AM Christmas Day Service  

December 26: 3:00-10:00 PM Parsonage Open House 

December 28:  6:00 PM Divine Service, Christmas 1 

December 29: 9:15 AM Sunday School/Bible Class  

   10:30 AM Divine Service Christmas 1 

December 31: 6:00 PM New Year’s Eve Service  
  

Church office Closed: December 23-January 2, 2020.  

Please call Pastor at the Parsonage, 402-529-3468 for emergencies.  
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