St. Paul Lutheran Church
4167 Juddville Rd, Fish Creek WI 54212 — (920) 868-2826
Stpaullutheranjuddville.360unite.com

February 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
We are well on our journey in this season of Epiphany, the season of light when we celebrate
how God makes God's self known in the world. Jesus Christ is the "the way, the truth and life."
He is the "Light” and in him there is no darkness. The ever present question we have before us is
"How shall we make this light known through our words and deeds?" We receive this "Light" in
the Word and sacraments and by the work of the Holy Spirit through those with whom we share
community in the broadest sense of the word. God gifts us our identity through our Baptism into the life, health and resurrection of Christ. What shall we do in response, individually and corporately as St. Paul Lutheran Church? How do we make Christ known? That is our Calling!!

February 26th marks the beginning of the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday. We continue to
be about making Christ known as we focus intentionally on who we are, and our need to turn
from sin, repent and to "Return to the Lord our God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love."
It is this Jesus Christ our Lord who we are called to make known. How are you doing this? How
are we doing this?
May we be open to the Spirit working in our lives to do this!
In this Christ,
Pastor Frank

1

Welcome to worship
Worship & Music

Ash Wednesday Worship

Farewell to Alleluia

February 26th 6:00PM

On February 23rd, the theme of our worship services will be the Transfiguration of Our Lord. Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will
be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the
world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless
true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it
will be true of all of us who see the glory of the
Lord in the Word and in the supper and who are
being “transformed into the same image” by the
Spirit of God.

Make Wednesday worship a part of your Lent discipline. On Ash Wednesday, we remember that “we
are dust and to dust we shall return.” We receive the
imposition of ashes as we are marked with the sign
of the cross, remembering our frailty and sinfulness.
We are reminded, as well, of the death Jesus died,
and His victory over sin and death. We celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion. You are encouraged
to remain silent before worship and after worship,
allowing opportunity for prayer and reflection.

At the same time, February 23rd is also the last
Sunday in the season of Epiphany, and on Ash
Wednesday we will enter into the season of Lent.
So, on February 23rd, we will join with many congregations in keeping the ancient practice of
fasting from singing or speaking “alleluia”
through the forty days of Lent. Based on the Hebrew word, hallelu yah, meaning “praise the
Lord,” alleluia has been a word of great praise to
God in the life of the church. Because of the
penitential character of the Lenten season in the
Western church, singing or saying the word alleluia has historically been suspended during
Lent’s forty days.

Lenten Soup Suppers

The hymn “Alleluia, Song of Gladness,” which we
sing as our Hymn of Praise during worship on
Transfiguration Sunday, contains a translation of
an eleventh-century Latin text that compares an
alleluia-less Lent to the exile of the Israelites in
Babylon. During the singing of the Sending Song,
the alleluia banner will be carried from the sanctuary. But, following through the seasons of the
church year, the alleluia banner will return with
great joy at the first alleluias of the Easter season.

Soup suppers, a part of our Lenten tradition, return
this year beginning on Wednesday, February 26th
(Ash Wednesday) and continue through Wednesday,
April 1st, serving 5:00 P.M.—5:45 P.M. (prior to 6:00
P.M. Lenten Worship). If you are interested in
hosting (making and serving the soup of your
choice), please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex.

At the name of Jesus
A Lenten Midweek Series
Wednesdays, March 4th, 11th, 18th, and April 1st at
6:00 P.M.
The Lenten midweek worship series is based on the
second reading for Passion Sunday, Philippians 2:511. Each week we will hear that reading as well as
others, say prayers, sing hymns, hear a reflection on
the weekly theme and receive the sacrament.
The themes are:
March 04th Christ emptied and humbled himself
March 11th Christ became obedient
March 18th At the name of Jesus all knees shall bow
March 25th Every tongue shall confess
April 01st Let the same mind be in you
You are invited to make midweek worship a part of
your Lenten discipline.
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Bible study

THE PARABLES OF JESUS
Sundays through February 23rd, following the 9:30
A.M. worship in the Church conference room next
to the Narthex.
Each week we will look at one or more parables,
hearing what Jesus taught and asking the question,
“What does his teaching have to say to me/us as
we live our lives daily in Christ?” Pastor Frank will
be our leader for each session. All are welcome!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
MEETS THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
FROM 9-11 A.M.

The monthly Women's Bible Study Group will
meet on Tuesday, February 11th, at 9:00 A.M. in
our multi-purpose room at church to discuss the
February study. The title of the study is We Are
Called. This month we will move into the New
Testament to reflect on being called by Jesus. We
will discuss how Jesus called disciples in his early
ministry. Also, we will reflect on Jesus’ invitation
to all of us to take up the cross and follow him.
The study is taken from the January/February issue of the Lutheran Women publication — titled
Gather. Copies of the study will be available. New
members are always welcome. Call Kathy Olson
at 868-3723 with any questions.

WEEKLY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
MEETS EACH FRIDAY BEGINNING AT 8:30 A.M.

Please join or visit the St. Paul Men’s Bible Study
for fellowship and study in a relaxing atmosphere. We meet every Friday at 8:30 A.M. for
breakfast and/or coffee and discussion. Contact
Gary Jones at 651-271-9094 for location details.

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL GROWTH
BIBLE STUDY
MEETS EACH THURSDAY IN THE UPSTAIRS MEETING
ROOM ON SELECT WEEKS FROM 9-11 A.M.

Looking for a weekly opportunity to reflect on the
Word and apply it onto your own life? Then perhaps
the Women's Spiritual Growth Group is for you!
We will be having our final session of the winter study
of Who Is This Man, The Unpredictable Impact of the
Inescapable Jesus, on Thursday, February 6th. After
which, the group will be taking a break until their
spring study in late April/early May. The specific study
topic will be communicated in the March Epistle.

All are welcome.
For more information, or to sign up, contact Debbie
Jones:
e-mail: debbie.jones.pmp@gmail.com
Telephone: 651-328-1261

Christian woman's book
discussion group
MEETS THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
APRIL THROUGH OCTOBER

The group will not meet for discussion until April. We
have, however, selected our 2020 BOOK LIST. Please
contact Dolores Hermann if you would like a copy.
Read some of the selections, then plan to attend our
first meeting on Tuesday, April 21st, 2020 at 1 P.M.
New members are welcome at any time.
Dolores Hermann:
E-Mail: dolores.e.hermann@gmail.com
Telephone: 920-743-1675
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servanthood
Bible study
KIDNITS
MEETS THE FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 1:15 P.M.

The KIDNITS group meets in the church at 1:15 P.M. on
Tuesday, February 4th. Newcomers are always welcomed and needed; plus we have a “stash” of yarn and
needles available to anyone who may want to make
use of them. So, come visit and spend an hour or two
with the group — knit, crochet, visit, relax, and learn
new things.

Connections
From January 1st to February 1st we have gained
55 minutes of daylight! Can you see it? In just two
weeks (2/14), it is Valentine's Day - the card industry's
day of love! Can you feel it? Maybe, maybe not. But
just like the impact of the rotation of the earth, regardless of whether we see it or feel it, God's Light
and Love is upon us with His ever presence!
It doesn't matter how we feel or the circumstances
surrounding us, God is with us. He fills us with
His unconditional Love and the Light of Jesus. Some
days it is easier than others to live in these promises. Some days we feel lost, alone, hopeless, unloved. But some days we are blessed by something as
simple as a smile, a phone call, a card, or a visit and
are reminded by someone that we are not alone.
Can you be that someone? Let the Light and Love of
Jesus' presence overflow to others who may need
reminding that they are loved and cared for by a God
who never leaves them. Be those hands and feet of
Jesus' light and love to the world around you.
If you are aware of someone who could use some extra encouragement, you can also reach out to Pastor
Frank or Debbie Jones at 651-328-1261 or debbie.jones.pmp@gmail.com. The Connections Ministry
is available to share God’s love with those who need a
listening ear. They are also available to bring communion to those who have been unable to come to
the Lord’s table.
"God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.... if we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another..." -1 John 1:5b,7a

BLANKET ANGELS
MEETS THE FIRST AND THIRD WEDNESDAYS OF EACH
MONTH FROM 1-2 P.M.

Join us on February 15th downstairs in the Fellowship
Hall from 1-2 P.M. Materials are provided -- no experience is necessary!! Bring scissors if you have them. Contact Wendy Graf for more information at 920-559-0160.

Library Update
Hopefully, most of you have had a chance to check out
the library cart in the narthex. Be sure to note that
there are books on both sides. Everyone is free to take
a book and just return it when you are finished. We
have books by authors Warren, Ortberg, Lucado, Meyer
and many others. The topics range from spiritual
growth to help with our struggles in grief, loneliness
and doubt. There are devotionals and stories to uplift,
Bibles and Bible dictionaries, many books on Luther and
the church.
Right now we have a full cart and are not in need of any
new donations. Later this year, we may ask for more
and change some of the books out for new ones. Please
be sure that your donations are books that are in good
condition and relate to spiritual matters. Regular reading books should be donated to the public library as
they need the money obtained through sales.
If you have any questions or would like to make suggestions, please contact Judy Jaeschke, at 920-365-2204.

Epiphany Dinner
Forty-eight people attended our Annual Epiphany Dinner.
Thank you to the Fellowship Team, to the Campbells for
the wonderful entree, to all who made the other wonderful offerings of food. Thanks be to God for the meal
shared, the conversations shared, the community of
which we are a part!
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Church council notes & Misc.
Council president
Council meeting highlights
The main focus of the January Council meeting was
development of 2020 goals and objectives, targeting
timeframes (implementation/completion dates) and
identifying who the responsible leader or group is for
achieving each of the 11 goals. You can find a copy in
this edition on a separate page titled, “St. Paul Lutheran Church 2020 Council Goals and Objectives.” Actually, the title is a bit misleading because the goals and
objectives are not only those of your Council members, but rather shared responsibilities with all members of St. Paul. Please take a moment to read it and
prayerfully consider where you will contribute your
time and gifts to help achieve our goals. Feel free to
give me a call at 920-868-5043 or drop me an e-mail
at bettyeisenhauer1@gmail.com with any questions
or comments.

Prayer Shawls
Many thanks to those of you who lovingly responded to
our request for additional prayer shawls! We now have
several new prayer shawls that are located on the credenza in the narthex. Please consider taking one of these and
passing it on to someone in need of the loving embrace of
our God. We know the recipients are truly appreciative.
For those of you who have been blessed with the gift of
knitting, here is a great opportunity to put those gifts to
work (especially during these cold months)! The pattern is
simple (just knits and purls). To obtain a copy of the instructions, stop by the credenza in the narthex or contact
Debbie Jones at 651-328-1261 or by e-mail at debbie.jones.pmp@gmail.com.

The NEW p.a. (Audio) System
New electronic equipment has been installed throughout the church, which is especially significant because it
helps those with varying degrees of hearing impairments. The new system can be used in the Church’s
Sanctuary, Narthex, and Basement.
Hearing devices are lent out prior to worship and select
events. They are to be returned after the sending.

COUNCIL CONTACTS
Betty Eisenhauer, President
920-868-5043
bettyeisenhauer1@gmail.com
Tom Prohl, Vice President
715-459-4914
tomprohl45@gmail.com
Greg Ehlke, Treasurer
920-868-1092
gregory.elhke@gmail.com
Dave DeCock, Secretary
920-868-1914
decockfamily@gmail.com
Karen Peterson
920-868-2989
maxwells@maxwellshousedc.com
Cathy Mestek
262-470-9754
durkca@gmail.com

Ushers — Readers — Altar Guild
There are many opportunities to serve, especially during the 9:30 A.M. worship services. Think of ushering
as greeting people as they come to worship; then you
just happen to hand them a bulletin. Bringing the
offering plates to the altar and directing people to take
communion is not difficult to learn to do. Ringing the
bell prior to the service is an added bonus.
Think of altar guild as communion preparation. It requires placing communion cups in three trays and filling them with wine. Pour some wine in the chalice and
place communion wafers on a plate. Place everything
on the altar. It takes about 20 minutes of your time.
Readers bring Scriptures to life. It is easy yet meaningful and an important service. Contact church office if
you are interested in any of these areas of service.
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Financial summary



FYTD = Fiscal Year-to-Date. St. Paul Lutheran’s fiscal year begins on 01-Oct.



The 2019-20 fiscal full year budget is $240,000. Three months (i.e., one-fourth) of the fiscal year were
completed as of December month-end.



Regular Offerings for the current year-to-date fiscal year are lower than the prior year-to-date period by
$4,855 ($51,206 - $56,061 = $4,855), and less than one-fourth of the budgeted fiscal year amount of
$60,000 (i.e., one-fourth of $240,000 = $60,000).



The cancellation of Sunday services on 01-Dec-19 due to the snowstorm adversely impacted the amount
of current year FYTD General Offerings.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
A special thank you to Thrivent members who recently directed Thrivent Choice Dollars (TCD) to St. Paul Lutheran Church. Thrivent members are reminded that the annual deadline for directing 2019 TCD to your favorite charitable organization is March 31, 2020.

About Online Giving
You can join many of our members who manage their giving to Our Lord online. It is strictly voluntary,
easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions. You can view your complete online
giving history from anywhere you have internet access. To set up your account, simply follow these
easy steps:
Visit the church website at: www.stpaullutheranjuddville.360unite.com
Click on the “Give Online” button at the bottom of the Home page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button; then
Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and schedule your recurring contributions.
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Council meeting minutes : Monday, Dec. 16 2019
Mission: St. Paul Lutheran Church is a welcoming family bringing Christ into people’s lives by developing, nurturing and supporting disciples.
Council Members Present:
Not Present / Excused:
Others attending:

Betty Eisenhauer, Tom Prohl, Dave DeCock, Greg Ehlke, Karen Peterson and Pastor Frank
Kauzlarich
Todd Rockway, Jim Tyndall
Shawn Mathys

Meeting Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Betty Eisenhauer at 6:00 P.M. following a pre-meeting financial briefing for new and returning Council members provided by Greg Ehlke.
Devotions:
Karen Peterson provided an opening devotion and a prayer.
Agenda Approval:
The previously circulated agenda was reviewed and accepted.
Minutes:
The minutes from the prior Council meeting of November 18, 2019 were reviewed and approved.
Community of Faith Report – All
• Pastor Frank advised the Council that an Epiphany dinner will be held after the 9:30 A.M. service on Sunday, January 12,
2020.
• He also noted that ornaments were still available on the Giving Tree in the narthex to assist others in need.
• Volunteers are still needed to assist with the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
Pastor’s Report – Pastor Frank Kauzlarich
•

Pastor Frank reported that over forty families in the congregation were in need of prayers for loved ones facing medical
challenge and that many members were receiving pastoral care given their needs.

•

The quarterly letter to the voting and associate members was mailed on Saturday, Dec. 14 th, along with the quarterly giving
statements prepared by the Financial Secretary. The Treasurer noted that the mailing consisted of one hundred and ten
letters to voting and associate members.
Goals for the coming year are being established for the Administrative Assistant and are expected to include: (i) reviewing
the role of the 360 database, (ii) executing just-in-time ordering, and (iii) transitioning to coordination of preparation of all
bulletins and the monthly Epistle
Pastor noted it is important for members to inform Patrick of changes in events so they may be timely and properly conveyed to members.
Pastor reported BJ Mueller asked to be removed from membership given her planned retirement and move; upon motion,
made by Tom and seconded by Karen, the request was accepted with regret.

•

•
•

Council Membership
• Betty reported that Todd Rockway had submitted a letter of resignation from membership on the Church Council, principally due to new responsibilities teaching at NWTC which reduced his time to devote to Council activities. The resignation was
accepted with regret.
•

Pastor will seek to find a replacement to fill the remainder of Todd’s term on the Church Council.
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Council meeting minutes (cont.)
Action Items from Various Ministry Reports:
• The Communications and Technology Ministry reported upon the results of the communications survey. Fifty-six surveys
were completed to date and will be reported upon in the January Epistle.
• It was reported Gary Jones will continue to serve as the web site administrator.
• The Treasurer noted the authorized signers for the four accounts maintained at Nicolet National Bank needed to be updated. It was agreed Tom Prohl should be added as a signer and that Shawn Mathys and Betty Eisenhauer should continue as
signers on each account.
Financial Report:
• The financial summary for November, presented by Greg, highlighted that Offerings for the month approximated $14,300
and Ministry expenses approximated $20,600. The Treasurer’s report noted that the current fiscal year budget projects that
$240,000 of Offerings will be needed to meet expected full fiscal year Ministry Expenses.
• The Treasurer, with assistance from the Financial Secretary, is currently analyzing recent years’ monthly trends to better
reflect variances in monthly giving amounts to better reflect monthly Offering amounts.
• A copy of the November 2019 Financial Summary was ordered to be uploaded to the members’ section of the St. Paul web
site and that a copy of the financial statements and schedules provided to the Council be filed with the records of the
meeting.
Old Business
Post-Secondary Scholarship Grants:
•

Karen Peterson reported that three students continuing with their post-secondary education had submitted applications and
met the requirements for scholarship grants from St. Paul. To avoid any conflict of interest, Karen then recused herself from
voting citing a need to avoid a conflict of interests. Upon motion, made by Betty and seconded by Tom, scholarship grants of
$500, payable in December to the schools of each student, were approved for: (i) Aleah Bauldry, (ii) Ava Beaudot, and (iii)
Anika Peterson.

Ministry Self-Assessment Status:
• It was agreed that responsibilities currently assigned to the Evangelism Ministry should be unbundled and separately performed.
• Other Ministry self-assessments continue to be ongoing and will be reported upon at a later date.
Local Benevolence Ministry Progress:
• It was agreed that Karen Peterson would act as the Council liaison to this new initiative, with Pastor as an ex-officio member,
at least three lay members and a member of the Endowment Fund Committee to serve as members. The goal is to have the
group up and running in January.
• A list of recent charitable benevolences made by St. Paul were provided by the Financial Secretary to Karen to help stimulate
discussion within the new group about potential local charitable organization recipients.
Council Liaisons to Committees:
• Greg agreed to act as a liaison to the Endowment Fund Committee while Tom will continue to serve as liaison to the Property/Maintenance/Cemetery Ministry and Dave will continue to serve as a liaison to the Communications and Technology Ministry.
• Activities of the Worship and Ministry are continuing to be analyzed. Responsibilities for certain activities within that Ministry may be distributed to designated individuals.
Office Relocation and Budget Approval:
• Tom reported upon the project plan to relocate the church office into the adjoining room to better utilize existing space and
enhance privacy for consultations by Pastor. Upon motion, made by Tom and seconded by Dave, a budget of up to $3,000,
to be funded from currently undesignated Memorial funds, for the project was approved.
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Council meeting minutes (cont.)
Administrative Assistant Performance Appraisal:
• The performance appraisal for the new Administrative Assistant, Patrick Cain, was completed. Consistent with the terms of
his hiring, Patrick’s satisfactory performance entitled him to an hourly rate of $16 per hour, up from $15 as of his hiring
date, after 60 days. Upon motion, made by Betty and seconded by Tom, the new hourly rate of $16/hour was unanimously
approved.
Council Meeting “Minute Taker”:
• There is a need to find a member with corporate governance or note taking skills to assist the Council in taking notes; Greg
agreed to make an announcement at the upcoming Sunday services in that regard.
Annual Council Events Calendar:
• Development of an annual Council events calendar is in progress and Council members were reminded to ensure their respective Ministries events are incorporated into the calendar being compiled.
Winter Council Meeting Times:
• The Council decided to hold the monthly Executive Committee meeting on the second Monday of each month at 1:00 P.M.
and each monthly Council meeting on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:00 P.M. during the winter months.
Sound System / Hearing Loop Approval:
• Dave reported on progress for these two projects. After discussion, upon motion by Dave and seconded by Tom, funding for
the two projects in the amounts of $4,803.68 and $5,466.44, respectively, from the undesignated Memorial funds was approved.
Council Long-Range Plan & 2020 Objectives:
• Discussion of the long-range plan and its relation to 2020 Council objectives was tabled until next year.
New Business
Operation Christmas Child:
• Discussion about the program for future years was tabled.
Staff Christmas Holiday Gifts:
• After discussion, upon motion by Tom and seconded by Dave, a holiday gift in the amount of $100, net of withholding tax,
was approved for the musical staff, the cleaning staff and the Administrative Assistant.
Church Closing Procedure Due to Weather Conditions:
• In light of the need to cancel the Sunday, December 1 st worship services due to adverse weather conditions, Pastor confirmed for the Council the procedures followed in determining the call to cancel services when needed due to inclement
weather. No change in the procedure was deemed necessary.
Adjournment:
There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 P.M. with the praying of The Lord’s Prayer.
Next Council Meeting:
Next Executive Meeting:

Wednesday, January 15th, 2020; 1:00 P.M.; devotions provided by Tom Prohl.
Monday, January 13th, 2020; 1:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave DeCock, Secretary
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St. Paul Lutheran Church
2020 Council Goals & Objectives
Goals & Objectives

1. Implement active Benevolence Ministry

Target Completion / Imple- Responsible Leader / Group
mentation Date
2/20

Karen

Summer 2020

Tom

2b) Office Relocation

2/20

Tom

2c) Sound System

2/20

Dave

2d) Hearing Loop

2/20

Dave

2e) Exterior Landscaping

Summer 2/20

Jerry Seroka

2f) Rain gutters on portico

Summer 2/20

Tom

Now & Ongoing

Betty

1st Quarter, 2020

Greg

5a) Evaluate website; re. what is needed & used

Ongoing

Dave

5b) Educate congregation about ongoing ministries

Ongoing

Dave

6. Document policies & guidelines of church processes

Ongoing

Betty, Greg

7. Increase small group community outreach initiatives

Ongoing

All

8. Implement systematic adult education opportunities

Ongoing

Pastor Frank

9. Re-emphasize & educate congregation about prayer
ministry

Ongoing

Janna Raines, Pastor Frank

October & November, 2020

Executive Communications

Ongoing

Karen

2. Capital Projects:
2a) Septic System & Storage Shed

3. Sort, Set in order, Shine, Standardize, Sustain (5S)
Church building spaces (Closets, Hallways, Rooms, Library)

4. Interact with other congregations to learn/share
strengths and opportunities for growth
5. Communications Opportunities:

10. Conduct annual council orientation & retreat
11. Increased involvement on families

BE/1.15.20
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St. paul Lutheran church
February 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

26

27

2

3

8am Worship
9:30am Worship

Wednesday

28

29

4

5

1:15pm KIDNITS 10am CommuniKnitting Grp
cations / Tech
Meeting
1pm Blanket
Angeles Grp

9

10

16

17

18

23

24

25

8am Worship
9:30am Worship

8am Worship
9:30am Worship

8am Worship
9:30am Worship

9am Woman's
Bible Study

11

(Transfiguration
of our Lord)

Thursday
30

6

9am Women's
Spiritual Growth
Group
9pm Women's
Spiritual Growth
Group

12

13

19

20

1pm Blanket
Angels Grp
1pm Church
Council Meeting

Ash
Wednesday

Friday

26

Epistle Mailed

27

8:30am Men's
Bible Study

8:30am Men's
Bible Study

Epistle News
Deadline
8:30am Men's
Bible Study
8:30am Men's
Bible Study

Saturday
31

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

6

7

5pm Soup suppers
6pm Worship
1

2

3

4

5

Please go to our website for changes and the most current calendar events:
https:/stpaullutheranjuddville.360unite.com/calendar
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