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Giving thanks through it all 
By Pastor Aaron 
 

It’s beginning to look a lot like autumn here in Northwest Iowa. The leaves have 
begun turning and dropping, harvest is in full swing, and that all too familiar chill of an 
impending winter is moving in. In my mind there is perhaps no more beautiful season of 
the year than fall. Despite the fact that its arrival means snow is just around the corner, 

you cannot beat the beautiful sights. It makes you stop and wonder how some people can look at the beauty 
of this season and doubt the existence of a divine craftsman who spoke the trees into creation and 
handpicked their changing colors.  

It’s impossible not to equate November with Thanksgiving. While the first Thanksgiving happened in 
1621 when the newly establish Plymouth colonists shared a harvest feast with the Wampanoag Indians we can 
thank Abraham Lincoln for the first official Presidential Proclamation, which calls on Americans to annually set 
aside this “day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” He penned 
this proclamation in 1863, 3 months after the Battle of Gettysburg, while our nation was in the middle of a 
bloody civil war. Can you imagine that in the midst of a war during which 1 million men were injured and 
another 620,000 lost their lives, President Lincoln called on the American people to pause, look heavenward, 
and give thanks to our Almighty God who reigns over all? I can’t help but think there is a lesson worth learning 
from old Honest Abe, who shows us 1 Thessalonians 5:17 in action: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
giving thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

Giving thanks doesn’t mean we ignore that which has gone wrong in our life, but rather that we give 
praise to God for being by our side through it all. Giving thanks doesn’t mean that we have our life “together” 
or that everything is going how it should, but rather that we acknowledge our Father in heaven for keeping us 
safe in the palm of his hand. Giving thanks means placing fear, love and trust in the God of all seasons and the 
God of our life. Thanksgiving is far more than football, shopping, and parades. Thanksgiving is an opportunity 
(and one we cannot take for granted) to give praise to our beneficent Father who 
provides life, faith, love and the forgiveness of sins. This Thanksgiving season I thank 
the Father for you, my family at St. Paul Lutheran Church. Rejoice with me. Pray 
with me. Give thanks no matter the circumstance. This is the will of God. Amen. 
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Events and Announcements 

The LWR Quilters Group will gather on 
Monday, November 7 from 10am to 
3:30pm. Noon lunch with be furnished. 
Join us for a fun day of sewing and 

fellowship. Questions? Contact Deanna or Wanda.  
 

Church Council will meet on Wednesday, November 
2 at 7:00pm in the fellowship hall.  
 

The Lutheran World Relief 
projects have been 
delivered! St. Paul Lutheran 
was able to send 23 quilts, 

6 baby care kits, 9 personal care kits, 18 school kits, 
and 13 pounds of soap. A big thank-you to anyone 
who contributed to this project!  
 

On Election Day, November 8, our Sanctuary will be 
open and available for prayer. Please consider 
stopping before or after you vote to offer petitions 
of praise and concern for our government and 
leaders. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will 
be celebrated in November on Sunday, 
November 13th.  
 

 

Thanksgiving Eve services will be held on 
Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00pm.  

 

Junior Lutherans will meet on 
Sunday, November 27 from 
5:00pm to 6:30pm at the 
church. Supper will be provided. 
Bring a friend!  
 

November Worship Assistants 
Deacon: Loren Reyelts 
Head Usher: Loren Reyelts 
Ushers: David Tiedemann, Lonnie Egdorf, Dallas 
Willemssen, and Drew Mosier 
Duties: Virginia Linneman and Deanna Tiedeman 

November Circle Meetings 
 

Joy Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 9 at 
7:00pm. The bible study leader and hostess will be 
Deanna Tiedeman. 
 

Altar Guild will meet on Wednesday, November 9 at 
7:30pm. The bible study leader and hostess will be 
will be Karen Mosier. 
 

Helping Hand Circle will not be meeting during the 
months of November and December.  We will meet 
again in January when we begin our new Bible Study 
entitled "Bless These Lips" 

 

Mid-Week Advent 
Soup and Worship 

Something new we’ll be trying this Advent season is 
a midweek worship service with a preceding soup 
supper. During the cold weeks of Advent you’re 
invited to come and enjoy fellowship over warm soup 
with one another, followed by a brief worship 
service, during which we’ll ground ourselves in 
Scripture and joyful anticipation of the coming Christ 
child. Soup will be served from 6 to 7 with worship 
beginning at 7. Pastor Aaron will be preaching a 
sermon series entitled “Songs of Scripture” : 
Wednesday, November 30: The Song of Mary  
Wednesday, December 7: The Song of Zechariah 
Wednesday, December 13: The Song of Simeon 

 



 

November Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

6:30pm: 4:16 
(Young Adults 
50 & under) 

2 
7:00pm: 
Church Council 
 

3 4 5 

6 
9:30am: Worship 
10:30am: Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 

7 
10am: Quilting 
1:30pm: The 
Upper Room 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
6:30pm:  
Adult Forum 

11 
6:30am: 
The Rock (Men's 
Study) 

12 

13 
9:30am: Worship 
10:30am: Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 

14 
1:30pm: The 
Upper Room 

15 
6:30pm: 4:16 
(Young Adults 
50 & under) 

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
9:30am: Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 

21 
1:30pm: The 
Upper Room 

22 
 

23 
7pm: 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
9:30am: Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
School & Adult 
Bible Study 
5:00pm: Junior 
Lutherans 

28 
1:30pm: The 
Upper Room 

29 
6:30pm: 4:16 
(Young Adults 
50 & under) 

30 
6pm: Midweek 
Soup Supper 
7pm: Midweek 
Advent Worship 

 
November Birthdays: 
1st – Bruce Fick 
4th – Wanda Willemssen 
8th – Eldon Techen 
9th – Cody Schmith 
15th – Leah Egdorf 
19th – Heather Rens 
20th – Evelyn Bakker 
20th – Keith Anderson 
22nd – Heath Sohl 
22nd – Deacon Schmith 
26th – Dave Suter 
27th – JoAnn Moe 

November Anniversaries: 
9th – Paul and Rhoda Hansmann 
24th – Earl and Ethel Fick 
26th – Glennis and Judy Breuer 
29th – Warren and Sheryl Tiedeman 
29th – Orville and Wanda Willemssen 
30th – Mark and Ruth Dickmann 



 

October council minutes 


