
 

  St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 131 East Fourth Street 
 Greenville, Ohio 45331 

 
May 19, 2020 

 
David L. Augsburger, Church Council President 
Phone: (Office) 937-548-5770, (Cell) 937-621-5492 

Dear Members and Worshippers at St. Paul’s Lutheran church,  

It seems like forever since we have had the opportunity to worship together on Sunday 
mornings at church. We know many of you long to worship together again. We also desire to 
worship again with you soon. This letter is to inform you about a plan to start worshipping again 
and that there will be some changes in the way that we gather and worship together because of 
the Corona Virus pandemic. Below is a summary of the information we would like to share with 
you at this time so that we can all stay as safe as possible when we gather at church for 
worship. If you have any questions about this letter, please let us know. 

 Goal: To start in person Sunday morning worship services on Sunday May 31st, 2020 at      
8:00 am with social distancing to maximize safety for people during worship services and church 
activities during the Corona Virus pandemic.  We will have a limit of 70 people, not including 
worship leaders, at a service.  We highly encourage you to wear a mask while in the 
building. 

 Action Plan and Worship changes for those worshipping at St. Paul’s Lutheran:   

1.    Entering the church procedure. The only entrances to the building will be the 
main Red doors on 4th Street and the doors by the elevator.  The church plans to 
prop the entrance doors open from 7:30 to 8:00 am and 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. to allow 
worshippers to enter the church without touching the doors to minimize touching 
common surfaces. Upon entering the church, please use hand sanitizer. The church 
will try to have a hand sanitizing station for use by worshippers based on the 
availability of hand sanitizer. 

2.    Entering the sanctuary procedure. Worship bulletins will be available on a 
stand in the narthex at the entrance to the sanctuary.  

3.    Seating arrangements. Seating arrangements have been created for the 
sanctuary that will keep family units together, separated from others.  Only sit with 
those who are in your immediate household.  Early service people should sit in the 
pews with a ribbon and late service people should sit in a pew without a ribbon.  Try 
and not sit in front of people who are immediately behind you or behind people who 
are immediately in front of you.  In order to keep social distance, you may have to sit 
in a pew different from the one you normally sit in. 

If there is a question on where to sit, please ask the usher. 



4.    Since the threat of the Corona Virus still exists, worshippers are encouraged to 
wear masks and may wear any other protective items as they see fit while in the 
building. 

5.    All worshippers are asked to take their temperature prior to attending a worship 
service. If you have a temperature or any flu like symptoms, please do not attend 
worship services.  If you are immune compromised or an at-risk person for catching 
the virus, you may want to stay home a while longer.  

6.    Social Distancing of 6 Feet. Please keep a 6-foot distance from other 
worshippers at all times. This means no hugging and handshaking. Please avoid 
touching others at church during this pandemic.  

7.    Changes In The Service. In order to restrict the number of people who are 
interacting, the following are temporary changes in the worship services.  There will 
be no acolyte, readers, or standing and kneeling during the service.  Please avoid 
placing your hands on the pew in front of you.  Prayer requests will be received like 
normal during the first hymn. 

8.    The offering plates will be placed at both entrances to the Sanctuary for those 
who would like to support the church.  

9.    Communion Service. At this time, we will not be having communion services. 

10.   Dismissal of worshippers.  The end of service will be as follows:  All 
worshippers are asked to remain seated at the end of the service for dismissal by the 
ushers.  Ushers will dismiss each family or individual one unit at a time to maintain 
social distancing during dismissal from the sanctuary.  

11.   Church Activities. There will be no other church gatherings, activities, or 
events until further notice except for events approved by Church Council. If there are 
any questions about this decision, please talk to President David Augsburger or 
Pastor Alan Knoke.   

 Summary: It is the intent of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church to resume in person worship services 
starting Sunday, May 31st, 2020. The above listed plan shall be enacted to ensure that proper 
safety and health precautions have been taken to protect the people who choose to worship in 
person at the church. If you have a temperature or flu like symptoms, feel ill, or have potentially 
been exposed to the virus, for the sake your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, we ask that 
you stay home. During the worship services, we ask that you maintain a social distance of 6 feet 
which will help us to maintain a safer environment. Please refrain from social conversations in 
the narthex. It might be a good idea just to call each other on the phone before or after services. 
The church will be cleaned each week by our church custodian. Any worshipper who wishes to 
protect themselves with PPE (personal protection equipment) is encouraged to do so. It is also 
encouraged that anyone who does not feel safe worshipping at the church should consider 
worshipping at home.   

Kind Regards, 

   



 President David Augsburger         Pastor Alan Knoke 


