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The Nativity of Our Lord Christmas Day December 25, 2022 

Divine Service III 

387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
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heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
 and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
P  Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free 

from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 
 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 
18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and 

raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent 

over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put 

the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the 

tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had 

commanded Moses. . . . 

 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory 

of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up 

from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then 

they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the 

tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all 

their journeys. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Titus 3:4–7 

 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because 

of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 

the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness 

about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 

the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his 

own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This 

was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And 

from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 

Father’s side, he has made him known. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 

 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 
When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 
From Your lowly manger cheer us, 
Gently lead us and be near us 
    Till we join Your choir above. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: German, 14th cent. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004472 

Tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 
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Sit 

Offering 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
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Sit 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 

come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47; Text and tune: Public domain 
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546 O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild 

 

 

 

 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Geoffrey W. Daisley, 1877–1939, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Frieda Pietsch, 1904–82, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 

Text and tune: Public domain 

374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 

Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 

we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 202 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



12 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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