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The Nativity of Our Lord 
 

Service of Light 
 

373 See amid the Winter’s Snow 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Phos Hilaron LSB 244 
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 
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L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let  
Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing  
Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may  
glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 110:1–4 

 
1The LORD says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my | right hand,* 
until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 
2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty | scepter.* 
 Rule in the midst of your | enemies! 
3Your people will offer themselves freely 
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 on the day of your power, 
 in holy | garments;* 
from the womb of the morning, 
 the dew of your youth | will be yours. 
4The LORD has sworn 
 and will not | change his mind,* 
“You are a priest forever 
 after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 

 
359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth,  
1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Readings 
 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 7. 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be  
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not  
put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too  
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord  
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and  
shall call his name Immanuel.” 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Reading 1 John 4:7–16 
L A reading from 1 John, chapter 4. 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has  
been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know  
God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us,  
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In  
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to  
be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to  
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God  
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us  
of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to  
be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,  
God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe  
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in  
God, and God abides in him. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten st. 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Reading Matthew 1:18–25 
L A reading from Matthew, chapter 1. 
 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary  
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be  
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and  
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he  
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a  
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for  
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and  
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this  
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
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(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel  
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had  
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten st. 5 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 

Canticle 
Stand 

Magnificat LSB 248 
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Sit 
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Offering 
 

Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Litany LSB 249 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us  

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all  

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the  

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and  
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this  

and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this  

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here  
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to  
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for  

peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to  
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to  

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give  

thanks to the Lord: 
C Alleluia. 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one  

another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C To You, O Lord. 
 

Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just  

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,  
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,  
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and  
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
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          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Benedicamus LSB 252 

 

 
 

Benediction LSB 252 
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363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The  

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a  
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 


