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Fourth Sunday in Advent December 18, 2022 
Divine Service III 
353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

 

 

 

 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
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heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a 

 
Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 
 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 
 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 
 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the world.* 
 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 
 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 
 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 
 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 
 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 



3 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
P  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this 
great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 
18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my 
words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel Luke 1:39–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord	
 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of 
Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 46And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50And his mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
 and exalted those of humble estate; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, 
 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Women sing stz 3, Men sing stz 5 

 

 

 

 

 
M 5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

   6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Refrain 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

W 
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Sermon 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Offering Choir to sing: "Beside Thy Manger Here I Stand" By Paul Gerhardt and J.S. Bach 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
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blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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934 My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord 

 

 

 
Text: Luke 1:46–55; adapt. Stephanie K. Frey, 1952 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004472 
Tune: Public domain 

814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

 

 
5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
    And justice for th’oppressed. 

6 His wondrous works and ways 
    He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
    By His belovèd Son. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 

 

 

 
5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

6 Then when You will come again 
As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving LSB 200 

   

 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

Salutation and Benedicamus LSB 202 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt.; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth; Text and tune: Public domain 
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