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The Sixth Sunday of Easter May 9, 2021 

Divine Service IV 

Confession and Absolution 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice sts. 1–5 

1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

    With exultation springing, 

And with united heart and voice 

    And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God has done, 

How His right arm the vict’ry won. 

    What price our ransom cost Him! 

2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 

    Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; 

    In sin my mother bore me. 

But daily deeper still I fell; 

My life became a living hell, 

    So firmly sin possessed me. 

3 My own good works all came to naught, 

    No grace or merit gaining; 

Free will against God’s judgment fought, 

    Dead to all good remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair 

Left only death to be my share; 

    The pangs of hell I suffered. 

4 But God had seen my wretched state 

    Before the world’s foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, 

    He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father’s heart; 

He did not choose the easy part 

    But gave His dearest treasure. 

5 God said to His belovèd Son: 

    “It’s time to have compassion. 

Then go, bright jewel of My crown, 

    And bring to all salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set them free; 

Slay bitter death for them that they 

    May live with You forever.” 
Text: Public domain 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 

me, a sinner. 

Kneel/Stand 
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C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins 

and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and 

graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 

Blessèd be God, 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

First Reading Acts 10:34–48 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36As for 

the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is 

Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from 

Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both 

in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people 

but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 

is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the 

prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were 

hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone 

withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

asked him to remain for some days. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of 

God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For 

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three 

agree. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,  

the Son of God. 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love 

has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if 

you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 

know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command 

you, so that you will love one another.” 

P    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
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     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (men sing stz. 7, women sing stz. 8) sts. 6–10 

6 The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 

    Was born of virgin mother; 

And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 

    He came to be my brother. 

His royal pow’r disguised He bore; 

A servant’s form, like mine, He wore 

    To lead the devil captive. 

7M To me He said: “Stay close to Me, 

    I am your rock and castle. 

Your ransom I Myself will be; 

    For you I strive and wrestle. 

For I am yours, and you are Mine, 

And where I am you may remain; 

    The foe shall not divide us. 

8W “Though he will shed My precious blood, 

    Me of My life bereaving, 

All this I suffer for your good; 

    Be steadfast and believing. 

Life will from death the vict’ry win; 

My innocence shall bear your sin, 

    And you are blest forever. 

9 “Now to My Father I depart, 

    From earth to heav’n ascending, 

And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, 

    The Holy Spirit sending; 

In trouble He will comfort you 

And teach you always to be true 

    And into truth shall guide you. 

10 “What I on earth have done and taught 

    Guide all your life and teaching; 

So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought 

    And honored in your preaching. 

But watch lest foes with base alloy 

The heav’nly treasure should destroy; 

    This final word I leave you.” 
Text: Public domain 

Sermon 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 

Offerings can be placed in plates at entrances. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 

boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 

our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 

believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 209 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us 

from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into new 

life in Him. 

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given into 

death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 

death to the promised land of life eternal. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 

Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 

them to those who come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
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In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

544 O Love, How Deep 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 

Beyond all thought and fantasy, 

That God, the Son of God, should take 

Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

2 He sent no angel to our race, 

Of higher or of lower place, 

But wore the robe of human frame, 

And to this world Himself He came. 

3 For us baptized, for us He bore 

His holy fast and hungered sore; 

For us temptation sharp He knew; 

For us the tempter overthrew. 

4 For us He prayed; for us He taught; 

For us His daily works He wrought, 

By words and signs and actions thus 

Still seeking not Himself but us. 

5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath. 

6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 

For us He sent His Spirit here 

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

D 7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
Text: Public domain 

 

770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Public domain 
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469 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 

Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 

Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 

2 Love’s redeeming work is done, 

Fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; 

Lo! He sets in blood no more. 

3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids His rise; 

Christ has opened paradise. 

4 Lives again our glorious King! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? 

Once He died our souls to save; 

Where thy victory, O grave? 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
Text: Public domain 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

    Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

    Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

    Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

    Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 

    Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Public domain 
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