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First Sunday in Lent February 21, 2021 

Matins 

Stand 

Holy Baptism 
When candidates are unable to speak for themselves, the sponsors answer the questions on their behalf. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are 

under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost 

forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting condemnation. But the 

Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of 

the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

The pastor addresses each candidate: 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying: 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your 

T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved 

believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh 

and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry 

ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the 

Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all 

waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless mercy and 

bless [him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all 

sin in [him/her/them], which has been inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she 

herself / they themselves] [has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. 

Grant that [he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, 

being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times 

with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, 

[he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for 

baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors 

are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small 

Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to witness the Baptism of those they 

sponsor. They are to pray for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and 

nurture in the Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of 

the Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of 

faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His 

grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of 

such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in 

His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in praying: 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and even 

T forevermore. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 

P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 

birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with 

His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of His Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one 

holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name as our 

[brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, 

and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous 

light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

Stand 
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P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You 

graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted [name(s)] the new 

birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a member / members] of Your Son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly 

implore You that, as [he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You 

would keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to Your 

good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and 

honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised 

inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

One or more of the following collects may also be prayed. 

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the virgin 

Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care. Help us remember 

that we are all Your children and so love and nurture [him/her] that [he/she] may 

attain to the full stature intended for [him/her] in Your eternal kingdom, for the sake 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You grant us the adoption as sons through Your 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and claim us as Your own from the kingdom of Satan, 

rescuing us from sin and everlasting condemnation. We give thanks to You that 

[name(s)] [has/have] been made Your own dear [child/children] in Holy Baptism and 

that [name of parents] have also adopted [him/her/them]. Grant Your blessing to 

these parents that, being strengthened in the grace of their own Baptism, they may 

faithfully nurture their [child/children] in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Lord and Giver of life, look with kindness upon the father(s) and mother(s) of [this 

child / these children] and upon all our parents. Let them ever rejoice in the gift You 

have given them. Enable them to be teachers and examples of righteousness for their 

children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism that they may share eternally with 

their children the salvation You have given them; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian 

Church by Your Holy Spirit, hear our prayers for all her members, and mercifully grant 

that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

All return to their places. 
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Psalmody 

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

    Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

    That brought me salvation free 

    Lasting to eternity! 

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my Baptism did release me 

    In a dear forgiving flood, 

    Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

3 Satan, hear this proclamation: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation, 

    I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

    And, against your tyranny, 

    God, my Lord, unites with me! 

4 Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

    To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

    Baptism has the strength divine 

    To make life immortal mine. 

5 There is nothing worth comparing 

    To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

    Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

    I am baptized into Christ; 

    I’m a child of paradise! 

 

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004472 

Psalms Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 14 

(READ RESPONSIVELY) 

1To you, O LORD, 

 I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be put to shame; 

 let not my enemies exult over me. 
3Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

4Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 
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6Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

 for they have been from of old. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 

8Good and upright is the LORD; 

 therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, 

 and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

Sit 

Readings 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 

 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 

land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which 

I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 

of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 

and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, 

“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again 

to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 

And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And 

Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham 

said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 

both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 

and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of 

the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 

him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was 

a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered 

it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, 

“The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall  

be provided.” 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and said, 

“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
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offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle James 1:12–18 
12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he 

will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let no 

one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured 

and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and 

sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the 

angels were ministering to him. 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 

in the gospel.” 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory (Lent) LSB 222 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

Sermon 
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Canticle 

Stand 

Te Deum LSB 223 

C We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord. 

All the earth now worships You, the Father everlasting. 

To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs therein. 

To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory. 

The glorious company of the apostles praise You. 

The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You. 

The noble army of martyrs praise You. 

The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You: 

The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true, and only Son; 

also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 

You are the king of glory, O Christ; 

You are the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, 

You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin. 

When You had overcome the sharpness of death, 

You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You sit at the right hand of God 

in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that You will come 

to be our judge. 

We therefore pray You to help Your servants, 

whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with Your saints 

in glory everlasting. 

 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage. 

Govern them and lift them up forever. 

Day by day we magnify You. 

And we worship Your name forever and ever. 

 

Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You. 

O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

Sit 
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Offerings are to be placed in plates near the entrances to the sanctuary 

Prayer 

Kneel/Stand 

Kyrie LSB 227 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Collects 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

Collect of the Day 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to 

the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may 

walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Collect for Grace 

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 

us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 

grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all 

our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Benedicamus LSB 228 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction LSB 228 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the  

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
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656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Text: Public domain 
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