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Dear Member of St Paul 

O  come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God. (Gradual for Lent, based on Hebrews 12:2) 

When the characters in the Passion narrative look at Jesus, what 
do they see? In most cases, people misunderstood who He is 
and what He was doing. In some cases, by faith, people 
recognized Him aright. Our Lenten series this year, based on the 
Gospel according to St. Mark, will examine how the various 
people around Jesus viewed Him—and how we should view 
Him. We will “fix our eyes” on what Jesus has done to save us 
from our sins by His holy, precious blood and innocent 
sufferings and death, and celebrate what God sees on account 
of His work: our justification for His sake. 

On Ash Wednesday, we will see how, in spite of Jesus’ repeated 
predictions about His upcoming Passion, the disciples with 
“Misjudging Eyes” fail to recognize that soon He will not be with 
them, and they cannot see the anonymous woman’s anointing 
of Jesus as preparation for His burial. But Jesus sees her actions 
as a beautiful deed that will be proclaimed throughout the 
world wherever the Gospel is heard. 

At our midweek service after the First Sunday of Lent, we will 
look through Judas’s “Betraying Eyes” and learn why he did this 
awful deed. Yet the behind-the-scenes-reality is that Jesus was 
“handed over” (another way of translating the verb for 
“betray”) by God the Father Himself, so that Jesus could die for 
the sin of the world. 

“Sleepy Eyes” is the theme for the second week of Lent. In 
Gethsemane, Jesus’ inner circle of Peter, James, and John 
cannot keep their eyes open to watch and pray with Jesus for 
even an hour, while Jesus comes to see that His Father’s will is 
that He drink the cup of God’s wrath when He comes to the 
“hour” of His suffering. 

In the third week of Lent, we stare into the “Denying Eyes” of 
Peter and the other apostles. They could not see how they could 
ever fall away from Jesus, but after Jesus is betrayed by Judas, 
ten of them flee, and Peter—when he is spotted by a servant 
girl and sees that his own neck is on the line—sees fit to deny 
Jesus, which leads to his own eyes weeping in remorse. We 
sinners likewise deny our Lord in many ways, but Jesus denied 
Himself to take up the cross for our salvation. 

“Murderous Eyes” is the theme of week 4 in Lent. The chief 
priests and scribes saw Jesus as an obstacle to be rid of by 

murdering Him through the Roman judicial system. Yet during 
the Passover festival, they would unwittingly bring about the 
Father’s sacrifice of the ultimate Passover Lamb. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we look through the “Worldly Eyes” of 
Pilate, the Jewish leaders, and the Roman soldiers. Pilate can 
only view matters in a worldly, pragmatic way, wishing to 
placate the worldly Jewish leaders and crowd, so he consents to 
handing Jesus over for crucifixion. The soldiers see the opposite 
of a worldly king, but their ironic hailing of Him as “King of the 
Jews” proclaims who He really is. The world looks for power and 
glory; God’s way is suffering and the cross. 

On Maundy Thursday, there is “More Than Meets the Eye” to 
the Lord’s Supper. We will look into the Old Testament 
background of the Last Supper and rejoice in the mystery that 
Jesus, in and with, bread and wine, gives us His body and blood 
in order to deliver to us the benefits of His Passion. 

On Good Friday, we look through “God’s Eyes” to see what is 
happening during the Passion: the once-for-all atonement for 
the sin of the whole world and the justification of all sinners on 
Easter. 

“Resting Eyes” is the theme for Holy Saturday. Various disciples 
rested their eyes upon the dead Jesus, cared for His body, and 
buried it. As Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses rest 
their eyes upon the sealed tomb and contemplate further 
anointing of His body the next day, they cannot see that Jesus’ 
own eyes are merely resting temporarily, and Easter morning 
will bring a dramatic reversal. 

Finally, Easter Sunday gazes upon “Angel Eyes.” The angel in the 
tomb knows the whole story of Jesus’ resurrection. When he 
sees the women, he proclaims the Gospel to them, shows them 
where Jesus’ body had formerly lain, and tells them that they 
can see Jesus themselves in Galilee. Likewise, the “angels” or 
messengers of the Church in the apostolic ministry tell God’s 
people where they can find Jesus and His salvation in the Means 
of Grace. 

Eyes on Jesus will continuously focus our eyes on Jesus Christ 

and Him crucified, buried, and risen for our justification. This is a 

vision that will never disappoint, for by trusting in Jesus, He 

promises that we will gaze upon His beautiful face now by faith 

and forever in heaven! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Schlueter 
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How to Teach Empathy:  

A Guide to Getting our Faces Out of Our Devices 

By Deaconess Janet Nicol 

 

I recently read an interesting book entitled, “The Future of Feeling; Building Empathy in a 

Tech Obsessed World.” The title alone struck me because I am embarrassingly aware of how much 

time I spend scrolling on my cell phone/IPad. As you can probably tell, I sort of paraphrased the title 

of the book for the title of this article. The premise of the book in a nutshell, is that in our world of 

high technology which seems to be growing at a dizzying rate these days, we have somehow lost 

our ability to empathize with our neighbors in a way that can be harmful to society, however, 

technology can and has been used as a tool for trying to create more empathy towards others.   

The author, Kaitlin Ugolick Phillips, spends a great deal of time blogging about this issue and 

in her book, she presents both sides of view on the ideas of using forms of technology, including 

virtual reality, to help us to create more empathy towards others. You may have heard reports from 

studies showing that social media sights have been used for bullying. We can all see how social 

media has been instrumental in polarizing attitudes in politics and even religion. Yet, these social 

media sights can and have been used for good as well. So, what are we to make of this?  

What is empathy? It refers to our ability to identify and understand other people’s emotions, 

not to be confused with sympathy which is the feeling of compassion, sorrow or pity for the 

hardships of others. Empathy is akin to putting yourself “in another’s shoes.” Why is empathy 

important? Let’s look at the four basic elements of empathy: 1) to be able to see the world as others 

see it; 2) to appreciate others as human beings; 3) to understand another’s feelings; and 4) to 

communicate your understanding of another person’s feelings. Hopefully you can see that empathy 

is at the heart of what Christians do in their interactions with their neighbors on a daily basis. 

If we have our faces buried in our “communication” devices so many hours of the day, it makes it 

more difficult to “actually communicate” with others. Ok, this isn’t going to be a preachy discussion 

on how much we should all put our cell phones down. This is about technology and how it is used. 

What is technology? Since I’m learning Greek these days, I’m excited to say that the word 

comes from the Greek “techne” meaning “art, skills, cunning of hand.” Technology is simply the use 

of tools. As much as we like to pretend that we are more advanced than our ancestors, we are not 

the “kings” of technology. It has existed since the beginning. And since the beginning, tools have 

been used properly as well as improperly. That is the key.  

(Continued on Page 3) 
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How to Teach Empathy:  

A Guide to Getting our Faces Out of Our Devices 

(continuation of page 2) 

 

What worried me about some of the information I read in this book is the idea that 

technology can be used to teach or instill empathy. Science and technology are so interrelated since 

much of technology is applied science. Science for some, has become a religion of sorts. Instead of 

realizing science is the study of all things created by God, many believe science explains away the 

need for God. This has led to the idea of science being the answer to creating empathy. Virtual 

reality apps can give you the illusion that you are in someone else’s predicament which may help 

you to understand what others go through. It sounds good on the surface but there are many 

reasons to question this method. I can appreciate the need for us all to be more empathetic towards 

others, but I earnestly believe it can only be achieved through personal interaction and by means of 

grace given to us through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Fellow Christians, we are the teachers of empathy in this world. Let us use 

the good gifts He has given us to create tools for the well-being of others. Let us 

not abuse technology to the point of thinking it is the answer to all our problems. 

We can show the world that empathy begins with Jesus.  Enjoy your cell phones, IPads, 

computers, etc. to better get through your hectic days. Have fun with apps that will help you 

exercise, diet, balance your checkbook and even read your Bible. But let’s not forget how to reach 

out to others in ways that show we care. Let us learn to identify with others by listening to them, by 

looking at them, touching them, learning from them and then pointing them to Jesus. We are all 

creatures of mind, body and soul. We are not robots and we should not aspire to become them. 

Robots don’t have empathy and will not enjoy eternal life like we will.   
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March 2020 Preschool News 

We had another short month in the preschool. The weather still isn’t co-operating for full weeks and 

we had the Presidents Day holiday. I am sure spring is just around the corner. 

This month we studied rainforest, rhyming, Valentine’s Day and space. 

While the weather may have been cold outside, we were learning about the warm 

rainforest! The children learned about the different layers and what animals live in 

each layer. We talked about why each animal would choose the habitat that they did.  

 

As a part of our Valentine’s Day celebrations we made cards for our families and 

those from the church that are unable to get out. The ladies of the church helped 

with the delivery to the shut-ins. We also exchanged Valentine’s with our classmates. 

 

Rhyming can be so much fun! We loved reading books by many different authors. The 

enrichment class really enjoyed a book called Little Red Rhyming Hood. Favorites in the 

preschool classroom were Tumble Bumble and Sheep In a Jeep. 

 

The pretend place in the preschool room was turned into a rocket ship. This was a 

favorite center and prompted many conversations about space, traveling to the moon 

and other conversations that encouraged imaginative play. 

 

This month in the preschool classroom one a popular activity was created STEM 

projects out of marshmallow. The children enjoyed creating and I can tell we have 

some future engineers. 

 

We still have opening for the 2020-2021 school year in all classes. If you would like to set up a tour, 

please call or email. We would love to show you all the wonderful things happening at the school. 

We continue to get new enrollments each week. 
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March 2020 Memory 

 

March 1:  The First Article—I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He 

also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 

all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends 

me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and 

praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 

March 8:  The Second Article 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

March 15:  The Second Article and Meaning 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 

purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, 

but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and 

live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true. 

March 22:  The Third Article 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

March 29:  The Third Article and Meaning 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian 

church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise 

me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 
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March Events 

Sunday Morning Prayer Team:  Join us in the Gathering Room every 

Sunday morning as we pray for our Country, Community, Church and 

for each other.  We begin promptly at 8:45 am.   

Adult Bible Class and Sunday School:  At 9:00 am we gather in the 

sanctuary for opening and an introduction to the Bible lesson for the 

day.  Please, please, please join us.  Our need to learn from the Bible 

is never ending. 

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study on Job:  Join Deaconess Janet as she 

leads us through the book of Job.  The Ladies meet every Tuesday at 

8:30 am in the Gathering Room. 

Wednesday Men’s Confessional Study of The Large Catechism with Pastor 

Schlueter:  Every other Wednesday morning at 6:00 am (Feb. 5th & 19th) all men are 

invited as we study Luther’s Large Catechism and pray for the needs of our church and 

community. 

Lenten Worship Services and Soup Suppers: 

March 4, 11, 18 & 25  Be here at 6:00 pm for Soup and Sandwiches 

as we have fellowship with each other before we begin our Lenten 

Service at 7:00 pm. 

March Acolyte Schedule 

March 1:  Autumn & Wyatt Scheiderer 

March 4:  Taylor Andrews 

March 8:  Abby & Josh Underhill 

March 11:  Autumn & Wyatt Scheiderer 

March 15:  Abby & Josh Underhill 

March 18:  Will Schlueter 

March 22:  Taylor Andrews & Will Schlueter 

March 25:  Anna Schlueter & Eli Thrush 

March 29:  Eli Thrush & Taylor Andrews 
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Podcasts for Your Listening Pleasure and Edification 
By Deaconess Janet Nicol 

I have taken to listening to podcasts the last few years. I enjoy them while driving, cooking, and cleaning. 

The very first one I listened to and still do most of the time is IssuesEtc which I believe many of you know 

about. It’s in our bulletins and we have a few members who have attended their conference, including myself. Lately 

there have been a birth of so many new podcasts and many are under the LCMS umbrella (just like IssuesEtc.), so I 

thought I would take the time to let you know about them. I have listened to an episode or more of each of these 

below. Here’s a list to check out and I do encourage doing that because they can serve as devotional material while 

manually doing something else. In our busy lives, this can prove helpful. Also, remember that if you are considering a 

podcast that has parts or a sequential order to them, all of them have episodes that are archived and can be 

downloaded so that you can listen to them in order if you so choose.  

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever- about 15-minute episodes of Pastor Will Weedon going through 

scripture verse by verse with his most excellent interpretations. Right now, he is going through the Gospel of 

John.  

 

Just and Sinner- about 1 hour or longer episodes of Pastor Jordan Cooper discussing confessional 

Lutheranism especially in comparison to Reformed religions. He is extremely informed and rooted in 

confessional Lutheranism.  

 

Sharper Iron- This is from KFUO out of LCMS headquarters. Episodes are about an hour long and have a 

plethora of Biblical studies by different LCMS pastors throughout the country.  

 

The Coffee Hour-also from KFUO with a broad range of subjects from a confessional Lutheran perspective. 

Deaconess Heidi Goehmann is a regular guest on this right now talking about mental health. There are many 

other subjects and different guests on this show as well.  

 

Christian History Almanac- from the 1517 organization which is LCMS. These daily episodes are 5 minutes 

of golden nuggets for history buffs. Every day is a celebration of a Christian Saint. They don’t limit themselves 

to Lutherans. Each episode ends with a short reading of a poem or snippet from a past Christian writer.  

 

The Lutheran Hour- this is the classic Lutheran Hour many of you know from the radio program that has 

been in existence since Oct. 2, 1930. This makes it the world’s oldest continually broadcast Christ-centered 

program. Now they are in podcasts that can be downloaded. How cool is that?! 

 

Fighting for the Faith- with Chris Rosebrough at Pirate Christian Radio. Each episode is about an hour of 

defense of the Christian faith from attacks both inside and outside the Church. Pastor Rosebrough is 

passionate about calling out heresies and exposing errors.  

There are even more that I could introduce but I don’t want to overwhelm you. Perhaps in the future I will include a few others that are 

noteworthy as well. All of them can be found on any Podcast App that you can find. Apple Podcasts and Spotify to name a couple.  
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2020 Greeters:  January to June 

January 5 Jim Andrews & Ron & Melissa Burns 

 12 Tanner & Kelly Burns & Bill & Karen Cremeans 

 19 Mary Carpenter & Greg & Marti Dellinger 

 26 Doug & Libby Dellinger &

  

John & Annetta Dellinger 

February 2 Ted & Susan Dellinger & Bill & Mandy Dellinger 

 9 Mark & Sue Ann Dillahunt & John & Susan Eickhoff 

 16 Dan & Lois Ferryman & Letitia & Justin George 

 23 Sharon Gale &

  

Steve & Renate Gerholdt 

March 1 Tony & Sue George & Marilyn Greenbaum 

 8 William & Kylene Harms & Derik & Kelly Heiss 

 15 Dennis Headings & Mat & Mindy Johnson 

 22 David & Mary Karkan & Katie Kull 

 29 Mary Koch & Richard & Rhonda Lehman 

April 5 Dorothy Nicol & Frances Nicol 

Palm Sunday 12 Larry & Janet Nicol  & Mark & Connie Nicol 

Easter 19 Teresa Oakley & Laura Paluch 

 26 Richard & Kay Peterman & Peter & Elena Pfeiffer 

May 3 David & Kathy Picklesimer & Mike & Lorie Picklesimer 

 10 Josh & Laci Rausch & Robin & Susan Rausch 

 17 Steve & Rita Rinehart & Colin & Gretchen Robinson 

 24 Doug & Linda Scheiderer & Greg & Carrie Scheiderer 

 31 Jim & Anne Scheiderer & Kevin & Stacey Scheiderer 

June 7 Raymond Scheiderer & Julie Schlueter 

 14 Bonnie Thiergartner & Carl Thiergartner 

 21 Mae Etta Thiergartner & Anita Thiergartner 

 28 Scott & Michelle Thrush & Suzanne Toth 
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Principles for Living 

  

 

The Bible says there are powerful principles for living that can be learned through grief and loss. 

 

“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of 

being content in any and every situation. . .” (Philippians 4:12). 

 

Unfailing strength is found in a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

That is why we never give up.  Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed 

every day.  For our present troubles are quite small and won’t last very long.  Yet they 

produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever!  So we don’t look at the 

troubles we can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we have not yet seen.  For the 

troubles we see will soon be over, but the joys to come will last forever. (2 Corinthians 4:16-

18 NLT) 

 

Sharpen your focus on the things in life that have lasting value, and contemplate your eternal life, 

being certain about where you will spend it. 

 

Saving Jesus, my strength, my hope, and my joy are rooted in You. 

I want to live with You forever in heaven.  Amen. 

 

By Bill Dunn & Kathy Leonard, from the book “Through a Season of Grief”  

Grief Share Series Continues in March 

March Grief Share dates are the 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 

All meeting start at 6:00 pm 

All programs are held at The Plain City Presbyterian Church 

231 East Main St., Plain City, OH 

Contact Janet Nicol to register:  614-561-7411 
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Elder Duties 

Elder of the Month—Dan Ferryman 

Recording— Dave Karkan 

Communion— Tim Underhill 

 

Ushers   

Dave Karkan   Mark Nicol 

Larry Nicol   Dave Picklesimer  

  

 

 

Greeters 

March 1:  Tony & Sue George and 

  Marilyn Greenbaum 

March 8:  William & Kylene Harms and 

  Derik & Kelly Heiss 

March 15:  Dennis Headings and 

  Mat & Mindy Johnson 

March 22:  David & Mary Karkan and 

  Kati Kull 

March 29:  Mary Koch and 

  Richard & Rhonda Lehman 

  

March Duties 

March 

March 3  Ron & Tammy Hunt  1984 

      Terry & JoEllen Bailey  1989 

March 8  Roy & Missy Burns  1986 

March 17  Charles & Linda Lowry  1974 

March 21  Don & Denise Commings  1992 

March 23 Bernard & Beverly Burns  1958 

March 31  Bob & Nancy Scheiderer 1990  

March 5  David Nicol 1951 

March 6  Ann Burns  1955 

March 7  Mike De Matteo  1975 

March 8  Kelly Peterman  1974 

March 9  Mandi Dellinger  1976 

March 11  Dorothy Nicol  1932 

March 14  Lexie Fansler  2007 

March 16 Brandon Flores  1998     

March 18  Mary Carpenter  1953       

March 21  George Stump  1924 

      Marvin Boerger  1941 

March 22  Lydia Flores  1996 

      Brenda Stewart  1970 

       Mary Koch 1936 

March 23  Chris Winkle  1971 

        Kyle Karkan 2019 

March 24  Noah Burns  2010 

March 25  Tanner Burns  1980 

March 26  Virginia Rausch  1936 

      David Scheiderer  1968 

March 27  Molly Burger  2000 

March 28  Charles Lowry  1955 

      Roy Burns  1957 

      Lance Taylor  1970 

      Leslie Martindale  1970 

      Tyler Halterman  1979 

      Brian Badenhop  1989 

March 29  Kerri Rengert  1969 
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March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9a SundaySchool 

10:15a Worship 

11:30a Confirma-
tion 

2 

 

3 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

7p Elders 
Mtg. 

4 

6a Men’s 
Study 

6p Soup 
Supper 

7p Lenten 
Service 

8p Bells & 
Choir 

5 

6p Grief 
Share 

8p Dartball 

6 7 

8 

9a SundaySchool 

10:15a Worship 

11:30 Confirma-
tion 

4p Double H 4-H 

6p Ladies Bible 
Study 

9 

7p Budget 
Committee 

10 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

6p BoPE 

6:30p Darby 
Clovers 4-H 

11 

6p Soup 
Supper 

7p Lenten 
Service 

8p Bells & 
Choir 

12 
8p Dartball 

13 

6p LYF   
Shepherding 
our Strays 

14 

15 

9a SundaySchool 

10:15a Worship 
with Preschool 
singing 

11:30a Confirma-
tion 

16 17 
8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

7p Outreach 

18 

6a Men’s 
Study 

6p Soup 
Supper 

7p Lenten 
Service 

8p Bells & 
Choir 

19 
8p Dartball 

20 21 

22 

9a SundaySchool 

10:15a Worship  

11:30a Confirma-
tion 

4p Double H 4-H 

23 

7p Church 
Council 

24 
8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

6:30p     
Stewardship 
Mtg. 

 

25 

6p Soup 
Supper 

7p Lenten 
Service 

8p Bells & 
Choir 

26 
8p Dartball 

27 28 

29 

9a SundaySchool 

10:15a Worship  

11:30a Confirma-
tion   

4p-6p God    
Rescues Noah 

30 

6p Ladies 
Aid Family 
Out to Eat 
at Der 
Dutchman 

31 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

    


