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-- 

Dear Saints of God, 

Blessed New Year and a Blessed Epiphany to each of you! 

 I have recently heard a good number of concerns over the health 
and well being of our church. Many are noticing that our Sunday 
morning attendance is shrinking. Likewise with our membership. 
There are several who have transferred. There are many more that 
we just don’t see anymore. We who remain look around with 
concern and we wonder what is happening and we wonder what 
to do about it. We love our church and we love those whom we 
have lost. Many of us are wondering what can be done to draw 
back those we have lost. 

Over the years that I have served here at St. Paul I have observed a 
pattern occur with our members. Often it happens that we identify 
a problem. We determine a course of action to attack that problem 
and then begin with great enthusiasm. That enthusiasm burns 
brightly for a time but then we meet resistance. People are not as 
responsive to our leadership as we had hoped. We might hear a 
word or two of criticism or suggestion that something could have 
been better. We become discouraged and then, from what I have 
observed, we give up. Sadly, I have seen this same pattern 
countless times.  

My first paragraph up above identifies a new problem, a problem 
of waning participation. My second paragraph identifies a second, 
older problem: discouragement and withdrawal. It could be that 
the two problems are connected. As we are examining the 
problem in the first paragraph and coming to terms with the 
problem in the second, I would like to suggest that we all pause 
and consider an important passage from Isaiah 55.  

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not 
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my Word 
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11)  

The passage is talking about the work of the Word of God that is 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. God sends out his Word like a 
refreshing rain that falls on parched earth to moisten the hardened 
clay and prepare it to receive the seed for growth. This Word from 
Isaiah is important for several reasons.  

For we who have tried and become discouraged, we are like dried 
and cracked soil. We once were enthusiastic and eager to help but 
we have since become jaded and withdrawn. We need the Holy 
Spirit to refresh us. We need to receive his encouragement and 
restoration so that we can be prepared once again for growth. In 

short, we need the Word. 

This Word from Isaiah is also important for we who are making 
plans to draw back those who have fallen away. It teaches us that 
the work that we intend to do can only be accomplished if God is 
going along with us, God goes with us in and through his Word. 
God sends out the Word. God sends it where he wills it to go. We 
have observed faltering growth. It is the Spirit of God who waters 
so that growth and harvest can occur. It is the Spirit of God that 
must accompany and effort of ours to bring forth a spiritual 
harvest within the members of our congregation. We must do two 
things: 1. We must be sure that we begin our efforts with the Word 
of God and prayer. 2. We must build all of our attempts at inreach 
and outreach on the Word in an understanding that it is the Word 
that does the work.  

My purpose in writing is to offer encouragement. I want to 
encourage those who have worked but have become discouraged. 
You have done well and your efforts have not been without fruit or 
without benefit. Also (and most importantly) the Lord will refresh 
you. That refreshment comes by the Spirit through the Word. To 
those who are hatching plans to restore what has been lost, God 
go with you and bless your efforts. Know that the success you hope 
to achieve can only be realized by the work of Him who is Lord of 
the Harvest. Begin your work, end your work, weave your work all 
around and through and in and on the Word.   

As Luther was reflecting on the success of the reformation he said 
the following:  “In short, I will preach (the Word), teach it, write it, 
but I will constrain no man by force, for faith must come freely 
without compulsion. Take myself as an example. I opposed 
indulgences and all the papists, but never with force. I simply 
taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. 
And while I slept [cf. Mark 4:26–29], or drank Wittenberg beer with 
my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the 
papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. 
I did nothing; the Word did everything.” (LW 51:71) 

 

The Lord’s blessings to you, 

Pastor 

P.S. I am looking forward to continuing the tradition of praying 
with you in your home during the Season of Epiphany! Please look 
for the sign up sheet and I will see you soon! PS 
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Practice: Should it be Structured or Free? 

By Deaconess Janet Nicol 

Anyone who is either an athlete or a musician will tell you how important practice is. Yet so many of us, 

me especially, develop bad habits with our practice times. Unless we have a great coach or teacher structuring 

our time to make the best of it, we tend to just make it a freestyle session. So often, musicians find themselves 

in this position. I, for one, think I am magically capable of “winging it” almost every time. Every time, I am 

wrong. To remedy this situation, I have been reading and listening to experts in the field giving me tips and 

providing the research on how to improve my practice time. Which led me to ponder the idea in relation to 

living our lives as Christians.  

 What does practice have to do with our Christianity? First, I am reminded of what our pastor has said 

to several of our catechism students: practicing our Christianity works the same way any athletic practice 

works: repeat, repeat, repeat. Neurologists know a lot about this. Neural pathways, comprised of neurons 

connected by dendrites, are created in the brain based on our habits and behaviors. As one participates in 

new activities, he is training his brain to create new neural pathways. The pathways get stronger with 

repetition until the behavior is the new normal. The behaviors of daily prayer, memorizing scripture and our 

catechism, and attending regular worship services all require the same type of repetition to become a regular 

habit just like learning to shoot a basketball into a hoop, or play a passage of music without mistakes. When 

one begins to slack in their practice habits in sports or music, one begins to lose the ability to perform well. It 

is the same when we slack in our practice as Christians. Dropping off on attendance at church leads to not 

being able to remember who we are as Christians in this crazy world.   

 Why would it matter if our “practice” as Christians is structured or freestyle? In sports and music 

coaches usually have a plan of action for each practice session. It has been proven that going into practice 

freestyle usually leads to a less productive session. I’m just going to play what it easy for me and not challenge 

myself with difficult music; or when I don’t plan ahead what I want to accomplish in a practice session, I tend 

to just run through everything I have to play and ignore technique exercises that can help me use better 

fingering or ignore the musicality of how I want it to sound. In our lives as Christians, attending worship 

services that are structured in form, a “game plan” such as our historic liturgy which makes sure we have 

confession and absolution, Kyrie, (cry for mercy), readings from The Word, an offering, thanksgiving, prayers 

for the people, etc., we are being reminded of why we go to worship in the first place. We are reminded that 

we are sinners, incapable of saving ourselves and that our Lord Jesus Christ has saved us and is giving us His 

Body and Blood as a testament that He will never leave us. Also, our atmosphere which surrounds us during 

these activities such as: congregational singing, bowing our heads during prayer, or perhaps kneeling, making 

the sign of the cross or watching our pastor make the sign of the cross, walking to the altar rail or steps for 

communion, standing for the reading of the Gospel, watching our acolytes, elders and pastor bow before the 

altar, they all help us to focus on what is being done for us. If we attend less structured services, ones that 

resemble more of a production being done by the church leaders and musicians instead of promoting 

congregational participation, we will lose the meaning of why we are there in the first place. It will be a nice 

performance that makes us feel good, but we will not have been given absolution, will not have been asked to 

speak scripture through our liturgy on a regular basis and been able to memorize it through the repetition. 

This can lead us to become lazy in our prayer lives, it can promote bad theology. It is true that our practice 

becomes our theology so if you are practicing watching performances in church, then your own 

understanding of Christianity will suffer. The structured service of the historic liturgy promotes constant 

repetition, which creates those neural passages that become those habits of being a Christian. Less structured 

or freestyle type services don’t create those habits as well.  

 Fellow Chuckery Lutherans, I implore you to realize what a great gift we have in our structured worship 

services. Also, I pray that you will be creating the habit of attending services regularly if you have not already. 

This is one habit that is crucial in developing in order to live our lives as children of the Living God.  
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January 2020 Preschool News 

December has been a busy month at the Preschool. Gifts were created, songs sung, Nativities 

crafts completed, books read, and a program performed. 

The children each made the traditional keepsake plate for their parents. 

Their hand was painted green to make a tree and then they used Q-tips to 

make colorful lights. Their thumb print was used for the tree trunk. 

A picture was taken of each child in their program costume. The pictures 

were glued to a gold star. Their name and the year were printed on the 

other side of the star. After the stars were laminated ribbons were put, so that they could be 

hung on Christmas trees. 

The Program was a success. The lines were memorized, songs learned, and the motions 

remembered. The program was well attended. We want to thank all the church members who 

provided cookies, helped set-up, tear down and served cookies and punch. We thank you for 

your service. 

At the end of the program each child new to the preschool was presented a 

Beginners Bible purchased by St. Paul Ladies Aid. Thank you, Sue Ann, for 

getting Thrivent Action money to pay for this project. We had 19 new students 

this year.  This gift is always appreciated and a great way for the church to 

show they are involved in the preschool. Every student was also given a book 

from the preschool. 

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year will begin in January. The forms and new tuition 

rates should be on the website by the middle of January.  Below is the link to the preschool 

website. Please share it with anyone you know looking for a preschool! 

http://stpaulchuckery.360unite.com/ecc-home 

http://stpaulchuckery.360unite.com/ecc-forms
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5 Reasons People Don’t Give to Church 
(The Fifth of a Five Part Series) 

“I never see or hear about any results after I give.” 

Here’s a partial list of what your gifts have provided. 

Kitchen renovation   Security System 

Gathering Room    Piano in the Choir loft 

Church Sign    Playground equipment (Jungle Gym) 

Wish list items – Play items (balls, etc.) for preschool 

Future renovation of the church office, new bathrooms, and roof repair. 

 

For example: 

The kitchen, unchanged since the school was built, was in dire need of renovation. The kitchen is one 

of the most used rooms in the church. Anything that requires food preparation uses the kitchen, 

such as the Breakfast at the Manger, funeral dinners, family gatherings, etc.  All the cabinets were 

replaced including self-shutting drawers, the countertop was reconditioned, and a new island built 

among other things. This gift will provide benefits for all well into the future. 

 

Gifts do not only consist of money but our time and talents. These include: 

 

Disaster relief – Sending items to those affected. 

 

Volunteering     Serving Our Neighbors in Christian Love 

Committees     Lutheran Social Services 

Sunday School teachers    Daily Needs Pantry (DNA) 

Church Officers     New Path Pregnancy Resource Center 

Cleanup 

Snow removal 

Labor for repairs 

Musicians 

Grief Share 

VBS 

Members helping members 
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January 2020 

 

January 5:  Luke 2:49 – “And he said to them, ‘Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?’ ”  

January 12:   Psalm 31:21  Blessed be the Lord, for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to 

me when I was in a besieged city. 

January 19:  The Eighth Commandment— You s  hall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor.  What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our 

neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and 

explain everything in the kindest way. 

January 26:  Proverbs 22:1  A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is 

better than silver or gold. 
     

I would like to thank everyone who helped in the “Wreaths Across America” event 

that was held on December 14
th

 at St John’s and St Paul cemeteries. It was a cold 

wet day, but we did our best to honor the 122 veterans at St John’s and the 26 

veterans at St Paul.  We also served a soup and sandwich luncheon provided by 

Thrivent to about 60 people who attended. 

Thanks to all who donated to buy the wreaths and helped with the luncheon and at the cemeteries. 

Some of our members helped laying the wreaths, singing the National Anthem, and leading the 

“Pledge of Allegiance”, and offering prayers to our awesome God .       John Dellinger 

The Outreach Committee is planning a movie night for January 19th at 7:00 pm.    

We will be watching Paul, Apostle of Christ, a biblical drama.   

A light supper will be served.   

SOS:  Caring for our Straying Sheep 

A special Bible Study on January 15th at 6:00 pm 

Lead by Pastor Schlueter 

Everyone is encouraged to Attend! 
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Reading for the New Year 

 

Christ has given His Church the beautiful opportunity to cultivate community.  We nurture 

relationships, mirroring Christ’s love for us to others.  These materials serve as a guidebook 

for strengthening Christian relationships.   

Check out these books available from Concordia Publishing House.  I would encourage you to choose one of 

these to read—perhaps even choose to read one each month during the winter months and see how they 

can further you life in Christ and service at St. Paul. 

(Information below provided by CPH) 

New Christians in first-century Colossae were not that different from Christians 

today.  They struggled to understand Jesus, just as we do.  Their difficult questions 

are some we still ask today. 

Walk with author Heidi Goehmann, uncovering the mighty and mysterious person 

of Christ through this six-week study on the Book of Collossians. 

Item No. 204266/$16.99 

 

God’s reflections in Genesis 2 make it clear to us—man is not meant to live alone.  

We are meant to commune together in unity through our relationships. 

This guidebook gives church leaders an outline for developing and nurturing 

church environments that are both psychologically and spiritually healthy, 

teaching church members how to love, serve, and live together with their 

neighbors in Christ. 

Item No. 124438/$14.99 

 

The definition of a “healthy” church hasn’t always been made clear.  There are 

many factors that can determnine if a church is healthy, each one dependent 

on those who attend.   

Tod Kober defines what makes a healthy church in this guide for congregation 

leaders and members, using the foundations of the Christian life and 

reconciliation as stepping stones to a strong congregation. 

Item No. 124523/$16.99 
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2020 Greeters:  January to June 

January 5 Jim Andrews & Ron & Melissa Burns 

 12 Tanner & Kelly Burns & Bill & Karen Cremeans 

 19 Mary Carpenter & Greg & Marti Dellinger 

 26 Doug & Libby Dellinger & John & Annetta Dellinger 

February 2 Ted & Susan Dellinger & Bill & Mandy Dellinger 

 9 Mark & Sue Ann Dillahunt & John & Susan Eickhoff 

 16 Dan & Lois Ferryman & Letitia & Justin George 

 23 Sharon Gale &

  

Bernard & Beverly Burns 

March 1 Tony & Sue George & Marilyn Greenbaum 

 8 William & Kylene Harms & Derik & Kelly Heiss 

 15 Dennis Headings & Mat & Mindy Johnson 

 22 David & Mary Karkan & Katie Kull 

 29 Mary Koch & Richard & Rhonda Lehman 

April 5 Dorothy Nicol & Frances Nicol 

Palm Sunday 12 Larry & Janet Nicol  & Mark & Connie Nicol 

Easter 19 Teresa Oakley & Laura Paluch 

 26 Richard & Kay Peterman & Peter & Elena Pfeiffer 

May 3 Steve & Renate Gerholdt & Mike & Lorie Picklesimer 

 10 Josh & Lexi Rausch & Robin & Susan Rausch 

 17 Steve & Rita Rinehart & Colin & Gretchen Robinson 

 24 Doug & Linda Scheiderer & Greg & Carrie Scheiderer 

 31 Jim & Anne Scheiderer & Kevin & Stacey Scheiderer 

June 7 Raymond Scheiderer & Julie Schlueter 

 14 Bonnie Thiergartner & Carl Thiergartner 

 21 Mae Etta Thiergartner & Anita Thiergartner 

 28 Scott & Michelle Thrush & Suzanne Toth 



8 

 

Certain of Eternity  
 
 

You have heard the cliché “Life is short,” but the words do not impact you 

until you experience the death of a loved one. 

 

“My mom was fifty-six years old when she was diagnosed with colon cancer,” says Dr. Robert 

Jeffress.  “The doctor said, ‘You have four months to live.’ Because she was a noted personality in 

Dallas, Texas, several TV stations came out to interview her before her death.  They said to her, ‘Mrs. 

Jeffress, how does it feel to know that your case is terminal, that you are going to die?’ 

 

“This is what my mom said on that interview: ‘We’re all terminal.  The only difference is some of us 

realize it and some of us don’t.’” 

 

You understand the hard truth of that so-called cliché.  What will you do with this knowledge?  Yes, 

life on earth is short, but life beyond the grave lasts forever.  Be certain of your own eternal 

destination. 

 

“He who believes in the Son [Jesus] has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36 NASB). 

 

Lord Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior.  Forgive me for my sins and failures.  I yield control of my life 

to You.  Teach me how to live for You.  Amen. 

 

By Bill Dunn & Kathy Leonard, from the book “Through a Season of Grief”  
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Jan. 1  Kenny Boerger 1956 

  Barry Boerger 1950 

Jan. 3  Colin Toth  1998 

Jan. 4  Garrett Dellinger  2004 

Jan. 5  Mark Nicol  1959 

Jan. 8  Rachel Taylor 1989 

Jan. 9  Tony George  1956 

Jan. 10 Sonya Cross 1970 

Jan. 11  Austin Burns  1991 

Jan. 12   Danielle Burns  1994 

Jan. 13  Tatum Heiss  2014 

Jan. 16  Abigail Underhill 2002 

Jan. 18  David Gerholdt 1996 

Jan. 19  Raymond Scheiderer  1940 

      Taylor Andrews  2005 

    Brianne Eickhoff  2008 

Jan. 20  Tyler Boerger  1991 

Jan. 21  Kathy Hornsby  1959 

    Nathan Harms  1993 

Jan. 22  Fred George  1954 

Jan. 23  Jim Scheiderer  1940 

Jan. 24  Elton Rausch  1922 

Jan. 25  Carol Tillman  1945 

   Jane Nicol  1947 

   Debra Lehman  1974 

   Mark Picklesimer  1983 

Jan. 26  Allison Boyd  2007 

Jan. 29  Anita Thiergartner  1961 

    Randy Rausch  1967 

    Kresta Fansler  1977 

    Brad Newland  2005 

    Hannah Pfeiffer 2019 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

 

Elder Duties 

Elder of the Month—Tim Underhill 

Recording— John Wolff 

Communion— Dan Ferryman 

 

Ushers    Dan Ferryman Justin George 

  Steven Gerholdt Dennis Headings 

Acolytes  

January 5 & 12:  Autumn Scheiderer and  

    Garrett Dellinger 

January 19 & 26:  Emma Agner & Anna Schlueter

  

Greeters 

January 5:  Jim Andrews and Ron & Melissa Burns 

January 12:  Tannery & Kelly Burns and 

   Bill & Karen Cremeans 

January 19:  Mary Carpenter and 

   Greg & Marti Dellinger 

January 26:  Doug & Libby Dellinger and 

   John & Annetta Dellinger 

 

 

January Duties 

January 

Jan. 8  Jerry & Mary Carpenter  1972 

 

Jan. 24  Ed & Laura Burger  1994 
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January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

10 am   

Gym Rsvd. 

5 

9am Sunday 
School 

10:15 am     
Worship 

11:30 am    
Voter’s Mtg 

6 7 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

7p Elders 

8 

6am Men’s  
Study 

7pm Choir 

9 

8pm Dartball 

10 11 

12 

9am Sunday 
School 

10:15 am     
Worship 

11:30a   
Confirmation 

13 14 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

6pm BoPE 

15 

6pm 
SOS:Caring 
for Our 
Straying 
Sheep 

7pm Choir 

16 

8pm Dartball 

17 18 

19 

9am Sunday 
School 

10:15 am     
Worship 

11:30a   
Confirmation 

7p Movie 

20 21 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

7p Outreach 

22 

6am Men’s  
Study 

7pm Choir 

23 

8pm Dartball 

24 25 

26 

9am Sunday 
School 

10:15 am     
Worship 

11:30a   
Confirmation 

27 28 

8:30a Ladies 
Bible Study 

29 

7pm Choir 

30 

8pm Dartball 

31  


