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St. Paul Lutheran Church and Early Childhood Center 

7960 State Route 38 

Milford Center, Ohio 43045 

Church Office:  (937)-349-2405 

www.stpaulchuckery.church 

October 2019 

Dear Members of St Paul, 

Young people in America are staying home from 

church.   This was the findings of a recent study 

that appeared in the online publication of The 

Atlantic. The article was titled “The Happiness 

Recession”; the researchers found that many young 

people (ages 18-34) are less and less likely to find 

themselves sitting in a church on a Sunday morning 

than their counterparts in previous generations. 

The study also reported a connection to a decline 

in marriage and other romantic entanglements and 

discovered that these factors contributed to an 

overall decline in happiness among those studied, 

thus the title of the article – a happiness 

“recession”.  

What I believe is probably true is that, while 

people are less happy, it is not that people 

are less interested in being happy. In fact, I 

think people probably spend more time 

trying to be happy and more time pursuing 

things that they think will make them happy, 

but they are finding that these things just 

don’t bring happiness.  

The Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes tells the 

story of a man (most likely King Solomon) who 

allowed himself to have anything that his heart 

desired. He spent his life pursuing happiness. Yet 

when it was all said and done, he concluded that it 

was all vanity. In other words, the more time he 

spent trying to be happy the less he was happy. I 

think our current happiness recession is only a 

rediscovery of what the Holy Spirit inspired 

Solomon to write about all those years ago.  

There is much that we can learn from Solomon and 

the ancient wisdom of Ecclesiastes. Solomon 

concludes his book with these words: “The end of 

the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep 

his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 

man. For God will bring every deed into judgment,  

 

with every secret thing, whether good or evil.” 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (ESV).   We do well when we 

fear God and devote our lives and our selves to 

him. And what might initially come as surprising is 

that, when we devote ourselves to God and to our 

faith and even to the church, we will find that we 

actually are happy. 

There is another study that was done by the 

Harvard School of Public Health that found that 

young people who are raised in church are 

measurably happier. They found an 18% difference 

in the experience of happiness among those 

who went to church and participated regularly 

in religious practices. This might seem 

surprising, but it makes sense. After all, there 

are so many benefits of going to church 

beyond just simply fulfilling some obligation or 

sense of duty. When we go to church, we 

participate in something that is larger than 

ourselves. The world can seem to close us in 

and leave us with a sense of hopelessness or 

helplessness. Going to church connects us to the 

One who stands above the constant striving of the 

world. Going to church helps us to make sense out 

of our place in the world. Going to Church gives to 

us opportunity to serve and devote ourselves to 

something that is bigger and greater than 

ourselves. Going to church connects us to a 

community. Going to church puts us in touch with 

God’s forgiveness and delivers to us a good 

conscience. The list could go on and on. 

There are new studies that are being done that 

prove to us what we already know, namely that 

God gives to us blessings when we are with him, 

before him, around him in church. We feel like if we 

want to be happy, we have to chase after 

happiness, but God gives happiness and fulfillment 

as a byproduct of a life lived together with him. 

May God grant you happiness and joy in your life. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/04/happiness-recession-causing-sex-depression/586405/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/04/happiness-recession-causing-sex-depression/586405/
https://www.bhg.com/syndication/happiness-kids-raised-in-church-harvard-study/?utm_campaign=bhg_mybhg_trueanthem&utm_content=5d89089e43e1f20001197fee&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_term=bestofevergreen&fbclid=IwAR2OQ9cWRu58MhKywQwwZY2TAe18Rgp2H
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Contemplations on Death and the Living 

By Deaconess Janet Nicol 

 

“ …the dead matter to the living. Accompanying the dead; getting them where they need to go; we get 

where we need to be, to the edge of that oblivion, and then returned to life with the certain knowledge that life has 

changed. “---Thomas Lynch 

Thomas Lynch is an American poet/writer and a third-generation undertaker in small town Michigan. He 

wrote a book called “The Undertaking.” You can also watch a PBS documentary under the same title. I 

recommend watching it. I find it a bit disturbing how some Christians are “doing” the deaths and funerals of our 

loved ones.  In “The Undertaking,” Lynch addresses some of this. Part of the process  

of grieving involves the handling of our dead. How a society handles their dead reveals much about that society.  

I am noticing more often that families are not even having their deceased loved one’s body present at any 

kind of ceremony. Often, the body is quickly cremated and “celebration of life” ceremonies are held at the 

convenience of all involved. This happened in my family. Sometimes, as in the death of both my parents, decisions 

are made without consent of all the living involved but only at the request of the dead person. Being the fourth 

and much younger child in my family, I am quite used to being ignored in any important family decisions. My 

personality is such that I go along with whatever everyone else wants to keep the peace, often at the expense of 

losing myself in the decision process by not speaking up. But I do know myself enough now to know that if I had 

been an only child, (not that I necessarily wish it so) I would have handled the situation differently by speaking up 

BEFORE they died and would not have spent any time wallowing in guilt about not doing exactly what my 

deceased parents requested. This is because I know the whole process of handling the dead is not for the dead, it 

is for the living.  

Perhaps I shock everyone by saying I would go against my parents’ wishes. Does this mean that I am not 

honoring my parents? In my case, I don’t think so, but I don’t fully know why. Neither of them wrote anything 

down. My sisters and I just heard them say out loud what they wanted and never really took the time to talk about 

it much and figure out why. Do I regret not speaking up about my concerns?  Absolutely. And I can’t go back and 

fix that. 

 What I can do is discuss with my husband and children about how I feel about it. I can discuss death and 

the handling of my body and the funeral arrangements without feeling uncomfortable about it. I can also discuss 

how I would handle the bodies of any of my other loved ones, should they die before me and I am responsible for 

the decision making. I can explain to them that I am confident they will not have concerns about their welfare after 

they are gone from this world. I can explain to them that the whole process is about the living and how it will help 

with the healing of our grief. I can explain that the funeral is not a celebration of mine nor their lives but about the 

life we have in Christ Jesus in the Resurrection of the Dead. I can explain to them that my body and theirs was 

redeemed by the Holy God in the person of Jesus Christ; bought and paid for by His own body. I think considering 

that, my body and theirs deserves proper treatment after it’s earthly life. Will I get everything done the way I want 

it? Unlikely. But it’s worth discussing and making my wishes known.  

I think these things are crucially important to discuss with our families. I don’t want to pass judgement on 

how others are making their decisions, I can only comment that I believe the way we handle our dead says 

something about our faith and what we really believe. If I say that I don’t want to be on display because I don’t like 

the thought of everyone looking at me or I don’t want any service because it will be too hard on my family, I am 

removing a chance for them to move through the grief journey in a healthy way. I am also making the whole thing 

about dead me instead of about the living and especially about Jesus. Dear fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, 

think deeply on this, do some soul searching and research about death and funerals. Talk to Pastor or me. Thanks 

for your time and for allowing me to share some of my own vulnerabilities.  
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October Preschool News 

 

All the classes are in full swing and routines are in place. We continue to grow the number of 

students in the preschool each week. All the morning classes are currently close to full. 

On Friday, September 6
th

 the preschool family picnic was held. It was well attended. 

The families enjoyed food, playground fun and getting to know one another. Thank 

you, pastor, for stopping by to meet the families! 

A big thank you to David Picklesimer for fixing the preschool playground sandbox. 

This is a favorite spot for the children. He dug a trench and repaired a corner bench 

that was out of place! The children noticed the fix the following day and were very 

excited! 

The families felt very welcome when the preschools came to church. The children were all very proud 

of their performance! 

All classes have learned about colors, shapes, our emotions and Noah! If you 

get a chance come down to the preschool hallway and look at some of the 

children’s creations. They have been working hard on holding writing/drawing 

utensils properly, thinking about the shape of objects and what color things 

are. We are amazed at the progress being seen in just a short amount of time. 

A big thank you to the church members who continue to save box tops, coke reward points and old 

ink cartridges. These programs give the preschool money for materials and supplies that we would 

not be able to purchase without your generous support. Please remember that Box Tops now has an 

app to upload points to especially when the item doesn’t have a physical box top.  

 

 

 

Next month will be a busy month with school pictures, Grandparents Day and a fieldtrip to the 

Maize! 
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Not-So-Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals  

By Jonathon Schkade Illustrated by Gleisson Cipriano 

Book Review by Deaconess Janet 

 

 If you think of the most devious, most dastardly real-life crimes such as 

murder, robbery, deception, and kidnapping you don’t usually think of the 

Bible. You think of television. But God’s Word is full of such crime stories 

against God’s Law because God’s people are born sinful. This interesting book 

is full of 18 such stories. Many of them include our dearest heroes of faith such as David, Rahab, 

Jacob, Abraham and Sarah, Peter and Paul.  Also, the not so heroic ones like Ahab and 

Jezebel, Xerxes I, the king in the book of Esther, and Elisha’s servant, Gahazi. It is written for the 

younger audience say from 5th grade through high school but I think the author does a great job 

keeping my old adult attention as well; as does any well written book.  

 Each chapter focuses on the true master criminal in addition to some little golden nuggets of 

trivia, factoids, and other things to think about. For example, why the story is in the Bible; how it can 

guide your life; and most importantly, what does it show you about Jesus. The illustrations are 

wonderful too. All are done in black and white ink.  

 I am happy to note that we have some great readers in the youth of our church. Might I 

suggest that this book is a fabulous suggestion for those readers. It can be found at our very own 

publishing company of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. That would be CPH.org. Alternately, it 

can be found on Amazon.com along with its companion book by the same author, called Not-So-

Nice Bible Stories: Gory Deaths. Christmas is coming around the bend and I think parents and 

grandparents should consider these books as gifts for their youngsters. Also, I am willing to lend out 

my copy if you want a “look see.”  
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These are ideas for those that want to make a special donation to St. Paul.   

(If you have any questions, please talk with a member of the Stewardship Committee—

John Dellinger, Sue Ann Dillahunt, Suzanne Toth, or Steve Rinehart) 

• Silver Individual communion ware (See the July newsletter) 

• Pre-School Scholarship—Would you like to donate funds to enable a less fortunate student to 

attend our preschool program?  If so, contact Belinda Allen, Early Childhood Center at 

Belinda.allen@stpaulchuckery.church or speak to a Board of Parish Education member. 

 

 

Have you been saving your mites? 

Bring your mites to church Sunday, October 13th.   

The Large Mite Box will be on the table that day! 

5 Reasons People Don’t Give to Church 
(The second of a Five Part Series) 

 

“All the church ever talks about is “what they need.”    

Perhaps we should ask, “What do you need from the church?” We need an ordained pastor 

dedicated to faithfully preaching and teaching God’s Word and administering the Sacrament of 

Baptism and Sacrament of the Altar.   We need the Divine Service where God comes to us with His 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We need hymns from the hymnal that provide doctrine in 

poetic form.  We are privileged to have building where we as a Christian family can worship together 

and learn from God’s Word.  We could worship in a home, a garage, or a rented space, but St. Paul 

has been blessed with a church building where we can gather together and receive the gifts God has 

given us.  “Do we have what we need?”  “Do you have what you need?’’   

Pray how your tithes help meet your needs.   
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October  2019 

 

 

October 6:   “If anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching.”  John 14:23 

October 13:  The Third Commandment:  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and 

His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.  

October 20:  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”   

Matthew 11:28 

October 27:  The Fourth Commandment:  Honor your father and your mother. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our 

parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them. 

 

 

Quarterly Voter’s Meeting—October 13 Immediately after Worship 

 

This is a very important meeting.  We will be electing new officers and the usual 

business. The Church Council is recommending approval of a proposal from Concept 

Builders, Inc. for completion of the “Alteration Project.”  It will be presented that this 

project not exceed $500,000.  There are drawings on the Narthex table for you to look 

at and review before this meeting.  Review the drawings and bring any questions 

about them to the meeting.   We have available funds for this project and the Building 

Committee has worked very hard and long to get us to this point.   
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St. Paul Ladies Aid 2019-2020 Program 

Join us this year at as many of the events as you can.  Sometimes 

there is an evening of Bible Study, sometimes food, festivities, and 

fun, and always there is a sharing of Christs love with each other. 

 

 

 

October 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. we join in a Bible Study on Loving and Respecting 

Authority and we enjoy “cookie tasting” for our Christmas cookie sale. Money 

earned will go to a Lutheran Mission selected at this meeting. 

 

November 10, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. St. Paul Family Turkey Supper.    We will 

prepare our traditional Turkey Supper menu for members and family of St. Paul 

as a way of celebrating thanksgiving together on  a smaller scale.  We will all eat together.  Look for 

details in the near future.   

 

November 17—Dec. 1:  Cookie order forms available 

 

December 1, 2019, 8:30 a.m. Breakfast at the Manger 

 

 

December 8, 2019:  Cookie Mixing and Buckeye making after church 

There will be more details as the time comes closer. 

 

 

December 15, 2019:  Cookies Available for Pickup AND Christmas at the Parsonage 

5:30 p.m. (Tentative date and time) 

 



8 

 

 
 

Greater Compassion for Others   

 

It is amazing how grief enables people to relate to one another at a deeper level 

than before.  Until you’ve experienced grief, you cannot empathize with someone else who is going 

through it.  During your healing process, you may find yourself becoming more sensitive to the 

hurts and needs of others. 

 

“Sometimes I can’t even recognize the person I was before,” says Dora, who lost a child.  “I think that 

my ability to empathize or have compassion has been strengthened.  I’m not so quick to place 

judgement on a situation or on a person.  What may appear on the outside to be one way, may be a 

completely different story on the inside.” 

 

You know what grief feels like.  You know what it’s like to disguise your feelings as you go about 

your daily tasks, keeping a stoic face as you relate to people at work, in the community, or at church. 

 

 Use your experience and knowledge of grief to help others.  You are the one who realizes that 

everyone has deep fears and griefs of their own.  What act of kindness or compassion will best help 

those you come in contact with today? 

 

God asks you to follow Jesus’ example of kindness, compassion, and forgiveness.  Follow His 

example daily. 

 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 

you” (Ephesians 4:32). 

 

 Lord God, let me not make assumptions about the people I meet today; instead, guide me to 

pass along Your kindness, compassion, and forgiveness.  Amen. 

 

By Bill Dunn & Kathy Leonard, from the book “Through a Season of Grief”  
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Wedding Anniversaries 

 

 

Elder Duties 

Elder of the Month—Tim Underhill 

Recording—John Wolff 

Communion— Dan Ferryman 

 

Ushers    Jeff Boyd  Tanner Burns 

  Dennis Boerger Tim Underhill 

 

Acolytes  

October 6 & 13  Kristin Dellinger & Anna Schlueter 

October 20 & 27 Victoria Easterday & Sam Johnson
    

 

Greeters 

October 6  Mae Etta Thiergartner & Carl Thiergartner 

October 13  Anita Thiergartner  and 

   Scott & Michelle Thrush 

October 20  Carol Tillman and Suzanne Toth 

October 27  Tim & Angela Underhill and 

   Philip Vollrath 

 

October Duties 

 

Oct. 1 Megan Marshall 1993 

Oct. 2 Nancy Coe 1949 

Oct. 3 Will Schlueter  2003 

Oct. 4  Janet Nicol  1961 

Oct. 6  Nicholas Newland  2006  

Oct. 7 Richard Lehman  1960 

Oct. 8  Dick Peterman  1945 

 Gary Boerger  1955 

 Martha Wolff  1959 

Oct. 9  William Harms  1985 

 Mindy Johnson  1972 

Oct. 10  Denise Commings  1963 

    Dennis Greenbaum  1961 

Oct. 11 Mike Picklesimer  1970 

Oct. 12  Annetta Dellinger  1943 

Oct. 13   Phyllis Bouic  1943 

Oct. 15 Zachary Picklesimer 2003 

Oct. 16 Nancy Scheiderer  1969 

   Aaron Carpenter  1975 

   Samantha Picklesimer  2000 

Oct. 17 Nate Boerger  1979 

   Phil Vollrath  1937 

Oct. 18  Jakob Lehman  2005 

Oct. 20 Sarah Kennedy  1987 

Oct. 21  Deb Boyd  1975 

Oct. 24  Stephenie Headings  2009 

Oct. 25 Kellie Burns  1980 

   Becky Breneman  1984 

Oct. 26  Mark Dillahunt 1955 

Oct. 29  Stephanie Williams  1981 

Oct. 30  Steve Rinehart  1955 

    Matthew Burns  1972 

Oct. 31  Susie Rausch  1938 

    Sam Rengert  2001 

Oct. 1  Marvin & Karen Boerger  1966  

  Nathan & Jessica Boerger  2004 

Oct. 9  Jeff & Deb Boyd  2004 

 Nick & Bailey McDowell  2009 

Oct. 11 William & Karen Cremeans  1986 

Oct. 15 Ray & Susie Rausch  1961 

   John & Annetta Dellinger 1961 

Oct. 22 Jared & Michelle Eickhoff  2014 

Oct. 28 Shane & Leah McNea 2017 
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October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

8:30a Ladies 

Bible Study 

7p Elders 

2 

6a Men’s Conf. 

Study 

7p Choir 

3 

6pm Grief Share 

4 5 

6 

9a Sunday School 

10:15a Worship 

11:30a              
Confirmation 
class 

 

7 8 

6p BoPE 

7p Outreach 

9 

1:30 Aces 

7p Choir 

10 

6pm Grief Share 

11 12 

13 

9a Sunday School 

10:15a Worship 

11:30a              
Voter’s Meeting 

14 15 

8:30a Ladies 

Bible Study 

16 

6a Men’s Conf. 

Study 

7p Choir 

17 

10:30a Grand-

parents Day 

6pm Grief Share 

18 

10:30a Grand-

parents Day 

19 

20 

9a Sunday School 

10:15a Worship 

11:30a              
Confirmation 
class 

21 

7p Ladies Aid 

22 23 

1:30 Aces 

7p Choir 

24 

6pm Grief Share 

25 26 

27 

9a Sunday School 

10:15a Worship 

11:30a              
Confirmation 
class 

28 

6:30p                     

Stewardship 

 

29 30 

6a Men’s Conf. 

Study 

1:30 Aces 

7p Choir 

 

31 

 

6pm Grief Share 

  


