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Dear Members of St Paul,
A major theme in the book of Hebrews is a comparison
between the Old Testament divine service and the New
Testament divine service. In the Old Testament, according
to the law of Moses, priests would offer sacrifices to God
on behalf of the people. In the New Testament, Jesus
fulfilled and magnified the divine service. The author of
Hebrews discusses the blood of the sacrifices in Moses’
covenant that falls short of the benefit of the blood of
Christ that has been shed according to the new covenant.
Jesus is a better priest who presides over a better liturgy
that is not just earthly but is heavenly. That heavenly liturgy
provides forgiveness of sins and a good conscience for the
Christian. Within this context, Hebrews says:

feelings about ourselves as an accurate index of our
spiritual state. So those who want to feel good about
themselves are taught to regard guilt and shame as bad
feelings that have no positive worth. They must therefore
be disregarded and eliminated from the conscience by the
practice of self-affirmation.”

The gift of a clear conscience and a pure heart are Christ’s
gift to the Christian through the Means of Grace. Our hope
together is the promise that Christ has put to death that
bad conscience that would accuse us and take away from
us the confidence that comes with God’s approval through
his death on the cross. Jesus has fulfilled the Law of God
that condemns us. Jesus has ascended into heaven where
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the he is seated at the right hand of God. He has been given all
power in heaven and on earth and he administers that
holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living
power authorizing pastors to free the conscience from guilt
way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is,
and shame through the Means of Grace. This means that
through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full we are free to see ourselves as we are; sinner who have
been redeemed by Christ and who have his guaranteed
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from
approval. We can live with a clear conscience.
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure
water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without May you be free from sin and guilt and shame because of
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us
the great gift of Jesus.
consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of Pastor
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as Schlueter
you see the Day drawing near. (Heb 10:19-25 ESV)

Through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, we have been given
entry into the Holiest Place. When the Church gathers for
the Divine Service, Christ is there giving out his body and
blood and sprinkling clean the conscience of each Christian.
The gift of a clear conscience and a pure heart are Christ’s
gift to the Church through the Means of Grace.
These days, instead of a good conscience, people are more
concerned with having a positive self-image. Self-image
and it’s close companion, self-esteem have to do with our
own feelings about ourselves. People think that if you have
good self-esteem, if you feel good about yourself, then that
is as good as having a good conscience. People think having
a positive self-image means you are spiritually healthy. We
often hear about the need to “forgive ourselves”. “The
problem with this popular view is that it regards our

Love is Not in the Air
The month of February by some worldly standards is the month of LOVE. Our culture has
made it so with the coming of Valentines Day; which is a celebration of a Christian saint
turned into a romantic mish-mash of trite sayings, chocolate candy and flower sales. Let’s think about
Biblical love, shall we? The kind of love St. Valentine was truly about. Often, we hear of the Biblical Greek
terms for love such as agape- the unconditional love Christians have for each other thanks to Christ’s
love; and philia-the brotherly love we have for our families, friends etc. It is stressed in scripture: 1
Corinthians 13; John 3:16 as coming solely from Christ’s action done for us. We Christians hear this often
and that is very good and necessary.
How often, though, do we think about the terms used for love in ancient Hebrew of the Bible? I
know I haven’t until now. I did a little digging and found Hebrew terms such as “ahab, ahabah, and aheb.
They all essentially mean sexual, family, societal, and divine love all rolled up into one. It seems those
Israelites used one or two general terms for most kinds of love. Hebrew also used the terms rachamimmeaning tender mercies and chesed- lovingkindness. It is appropriately all so relational.
Greek terms tend to divide up all the different kinds of love. I believe the Greek culture of St.
Paul’s day was influential in the making of the western culture we are so accustomed to. Hence the idea
of categorizing different aspects of our feelings came about. There is the agape and philia, there is erossexual love; storge-tender affection like that of parents to their children; then good old philautia-love of
self (the worst kind, I suppose.) Lately our culture has been relying on reason and logic strictly through
the lens of a Bill-Nye-the-not-so-science-guy. Reason and logic are reduced to man’s idea of what
modern science is; excluding the concept of a divine creator. Despite that, I find it interesting that the
Greek language did this.
I find it equally interesting that those Old Testament people rolled all that love into one. They
understood that “love is more easily described than defined. It usually involves intimate knowledge,
kindness, loyalty, and responsibility. In its basic Biblical sense love is not only an emotion but a deep
expression of the total personality; it is not caused by any goodness in its object but is the free,
creative, and unmerited response of the one who loves.” Words in quotes are taken from http://
cyclopedia.lcms.org. The words in bold are clearly describing God’s love for his people which resulted in
the incarnation we still celebrate this Epiphany season.
I like that description of love, which is thoughtfully carried through in the continuation of our
story in the New Testament, just in a different language. and I think as we get ourselves surrounded by
the secular concepts of romance and giddiness this February, we should try reading an Old Testament
love story that portrays the love concept in Hosea. A love story for ages and times eternal. Love isn’t
really in the air like germs are, it is much more tangible than that. Love is in Christ’s Word and
Sacraments that we experience in church and spread throughout the week to our spouses, families,
friends, co-workers and people we meet everywhere. Thanks be to God.
With love,
Deaconess Janet Nicol

February School News
January has been a short month, with the end of Christmas break and the winter weather.
The biggest news is that enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year has begun. Use this link
below for information: http://stpaulchuckery.360unite.com/home There are also paper
enrollment forms in the Narthex.

Several tours have been given to new families. Families are hearing about us from former
families, the website and Facebook.
We continue to grow this year’s preschool classes. This month we welcomed two new
children to the Tuesday/Thursday preschool class.

We are offering free trial sessions for the enrichment class the next couple of months. If you
know of anyone who may be interested, please let them know. We have spots open for the
remainder of this year and next school year. Trial classes can be scheduled by emailing
belinda.allen@stpaulchuckery.church.
The preschool had fun activities around the themes of snow, Mercer Mayer, and
transportation.

Pastor led chapel for all the classes this month. He talked with the children about the season
of Epiphany. He was able to tell the children about the gifts of the Magi in a way they could
relate.

February Memory Verses
February 3: Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. James 5:16
February 10: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases, Psalm 103:1-3
February 17: ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Jeremiah 31:34
February 24: and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:4
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16

LWML Ohio District Grant Feature
The Ohio District LWML voted to send $10,000.00 to Concordia Theological Seminary Food
Co-op. (As of Nov. 3, 2018 they have received $5,000).
The Co-op is available to students enrolled in classes leading to ordination in the holy
ministry or certifications as a deaconess. Food, clothing, and household items are available at no
cost to the students. Students register and volunteer time for the privilege of use. All monetary
gifts given to the Co-op for food items are restricted to the purchase of grocery items on the shelves
of the Food Co-op.

Services


Over the counter medications are available.



Donations of school supplies are avaiable in August each year.



Layettes of new baby items given to each family that has an infant born to
them.



Donated gift cards are distributed at Christmas.



Each family chooses a handmade quilt, given by quilting groups from around
Synod.

Ladies Aid Activities for February

Changes have been made to our program partly due to a cancellation in January. Instead of
sewing on February 2nd, we will be having lunch at Brookdale on Monday, February 18th. Be
there at 11:00 am. The cost of lunch is $12.00. Bring with you a plate of cookies so that we can
pack up cookie treats for our shut-ins. After we enjoy a hymn sing, we will pair up and take some
cookies to our St. Paul shut-ins as a winter treat. Sign up on the sheet on Narthex table before
February 15th.

Food Pantry Donations
Would you like to support our local food pantries? You may bring monetary or
food donations to church anytime before February 18th. Monetary donations can be placed in an
envelope labeled “food pantry” and put in the offering plate. Food donations can be placed under
the mailboxes in the narthex. As winter requires the needy to put more of their funds into heating

and electric, we can help them in a small way with our donations. If you would like to help deliver
the items, please contact Sue Ann Dillahunt.

We are sharing the intergalactic message of the "Miraculous Mission:Jesus Saves the World" to
kids in our community on June 24-27, 2019. Please pray for all who will attend AND for all who will
be volunteering. Deaconess Janet is recruiting all who are willing and able to help with decorations,
snacks, crafts, registration and all that fun stuff! There will be online sign-ups for our Blastoff Galaxy
crew coming soon. Keep these dates clear on your calendar this coming summer and help to spread
the message to all.

Authentic Christianity:
How Lutheran Theology Speaks to a Postmodern World
Review by Deaconess Janet Nicol

This month from my very tall reading pile, I bring you a review of Authentic Christianity:
How Lutheran Theology Speaks to a Postmodern World, by Gene Edward Veith Jr. and Trevor
Sutton. I am familiar with both authors, so this was a priority read for me. Gene Veith is an older
academic who came to Lutheranism the long way around after a pilgrimage through liberal
Protestantism, evangelicalism, and Calvinism. He has been a leader in the studies of postmodernism
for over 20 years and has found confessional Lutheranism to be the reliable guide through the
labyrinths of life. He also regularly writes for a blog called Patheos and is the author of numerous
books.
Trevor Sutton is a much younger life-long Lutheran who is now a pastor. Because he is young,
he has personal experience in how Lutheran theology engages the contemporary culture. He has
been nagged by questions such as “Are you Lutheran just because you were raised Lutheran? Is there
another articulation of faith that answers life’s questions better?” Trevor Sutton has also written
Being Lutheran and other books.
Together they have attempted to answer these questions in a spirituality that is meaningful.
They present their arguments that the Lutheran tradition embodies a Christianity that uniquely
addresses the conditions of a postmodern condition we find ourselves in. First and foremost, they
argue that Lutheranism, when it is confessional, sacramental, and vocational as it is meant to be, is
the best approach to being the Church. Some other Christian traditions have tried to be “emergent,”
or “relevant.” The result has been a society that tends to their spiritual needs by feasting on a
smorgasbord of spiritual beliefs.
I believe these gentlemen have made an excellent argument for their case. It is a perfect mix
of definitions of Lutheran terms such as real presence, justification, sanctification, theology of the
cross, and theology of glory, along with short, succinct lessons in history that explain much of the
whys and wherefores of Lutheran doctrine. This book is not overly dogmatic. It is understandable to
lay people and a very nice articulation of what postmodernism is. It is a good apologetic book to
study. It can help us Lutherans to better articulate to our friends, family and neighbors about our
faith and why we believe it is the best tradition to offer to a hurting, confused world. I highly
recommend it.

Your Home Is Not Here

Faith not only empowers you to get through your difficulties, but it also assures you of a coming day
when tears and sorrows are no more. Faith recognizes that this world is not your ultimate home.
“There’s a longing in my soul that requires me to look up, requires me to say, ‘This isn’t all there is,’
because it isn’t enough,” says Dr. Larry Crabb.

“When I am hurting, others come up with the

formulas and the procedures to do this and this and this and then I will be fine. My answer is this:
I’ll never be fine until I’m home.”
What does the word home typically mean to you? Know that you were created for a different home,
a better home, an eternal home with God. This life here is not all there is.
“Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
Heavenly Father, may I fix my eyes on You and not get dragged down by the struggles within me and
around me. Please give me a taste of what is to come so I can make it through. Amen.
By Bill Dunn & Kathy Leonard, from the book “Through a Season of Grief”
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President

Mark Dillahunt

Mark.dillahunt@stpaulchuckery.church

937-243-8300
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Tim Bosley

Mrsboz_99@hotmail.com
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Jerry Burns

jburns1251@gmail.com
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Dave Picklesimer
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Mat Johnson
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blthiergartner@yahoo.com
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Jerry Burns
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dh115898@yahoo.com
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dacboyd1@yahoo.com

740-398-4054

Kylene Harms

kyeasterday@yahoo.com
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Trevor Burns

Burns-3@hotmail.com

937-594-2131

John Dellinger

john101561@aol.com

614-519-7997

Sue Ann Dillahunt

markandsue1980@gmail.com

937-243-4179

Suzanne Toth

suztoth@outlook.com
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Dave Karkan
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Karen Cremeans
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Angie Bouic
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Jeff Boyd
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aru76@frontier.com
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Vacant position
COMA Representative

Anne Scheiderer

February Birthdays
Feb. 2 Cybil Williams 2017
Jim Andrews 1978
Josh Burns 1976
Kristy Bosley 1965
Feb. 3 Lyndy Agner 1955

Wedding Anniversaries
Feb. 2 Richard & Rhonda Lehman 1991
Feb. 4 Bill & Mary Headings 1967
Feb. 13 Gary & Bunny Boerger 1988
Feb. 14 Dan & Lois Ferryman 1991

Feb. 4 Darrell Breneman 1977

Feb. 17 Mike & Traci Bogard 2001

Feb. 5 Jeanne Wright 1957

Feb. 24 Doug & Linda Scheiderer 1973

Feb. 8 Andy Agner 2008
Feb. 10 Pat Newland 1979
Feb. 12 Angela Underhill 1976
Jessica Boerger 1984
Feb. 13 Rob Dellinger 1982
Feb. 14 Caleb Scheiderer 1992
Gary Burns 1948
Trevor Burns 1978
Feb. 15 Kim Fraley 1961

Feb. 16 Dawn Burger 1949

February Duties
Elder Duties
Elder of the Month—Tim Underhill
Recording—Jerry Burns
Communion— Dan Ferryman
Ushers
Mark Dillahunt
Dan Ferryman

John Eickhoff
Tony George

Feb. 17 Hannah Rausch 1999
Feb. 18 Angie LaPat 1974
Madilyn Greenbaum 1994
Feb. 19 Kara Fite 1993
Laurie Winkle 1972
Feb. 20 Lincoln Thrush 2008
Luella Boerger 1932
Feb. 23 Cheryl DeMatteo 1951

Feb. 24 Connor Boyd 2009
Dan Burns 1953
Feb. 25 Bill Dellinger 1963
Feb. 26 Katelyn Oakley 2007
Rita Rinehart 1959
Feb. 28 Libby Dellinger 1963

Acolytes
Feb. 3 Victoria Easterday
& Anna Schlueter
Feb. 10 & 17 Zach Picklesimer & Anna Schlueter
Feb. 24 & March 3 Will Schlueter & Josh Underhill
Greeters
Feb. 3 Dennis & Drew Boerger
Feb. 10 Gary & Bunny Boerger
Mark & Sue Ann Dillahunt
Feb. 17 Ron & Linda Boerger
Tim & Kristy Bosley
Feb. 24 Don & Phyllis Bouic
Rob & Angie Bouic

February 2019
Sun

3

Mon

4

9 Sunday Sch.
10:15 Worship

9 Sunday Sch.
10:15 Worship

Wed

Thu

5

6

7

6:30p Ladies
Bible Study

6a Men’s Study

8p Dartball

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9
8a-5p Gym
Rsvd.

7p Choir

7 pm Elders

11:30
Confirmation

10

Tue

11

12

13

6:30p Darby

8:15a Ladies
Bible Study

7p Choir

Clovers 4-H

14

15

16
8a-5p Gym
Rsvd.

8p Dartball

6p BOPE

11:30
Confirmation

17

18

19

20

9 Sunday Sch.

11a Ladies at
Brookdale for
Lunch

6:30p Ladies
Bible Study

6a Men’s Study

24

25

26

27

28

9 Sunday Sch.

6:30p
Stewardship

8:15a Ladies
Bible Study

8:15a Ladies
Bible Study

6p Grief Share

10:15 Worship
11:30
Confirmation

10:15 Worship
11:30
Confirmation

6:30p Darby
Clovers 4-H
(gym)

7p Outreach

21

22

23
8a-5p Gym
Rsvd.

7p Choir

8p Dartball

