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Dear Members of St. Paul,
Christmas greetings and Christmas blessings to you
this season of joy and celebration!
Joy to the World! This is the hymn that is sung by
Christians every December as we rejoice that the
Christ has come in the flesh to save us from sin. What
we often don’t realize is that the very date of
Christmas itself was specifically chosen to
communicate the joy and the life that has come into
the world because of Jesus.

called the Summer Solstice, and the shortest day is
known as the Winter Solstice.
Pagan people thought these days were holy days
because they believed that the nature gods were
fighting cosmic battles; the sun was losing when it got
cold and winning when it got warm. Christians took
these themes and emptied them of their idolatry but
retained the truth that the true God did indeed
intervene in nature to bring about life.

The entire world was cold with death because of sin. It
lay in chains and the devil held the key. But God
These days we think of the feast of Christmas as a
intervened. He sent his only Son to be the Light of the
celebration of Jesus’ birth, similar to a birthday party
World. As the world sat in darkness, the Light came
that we might have for our own sons and daughters,
and with the Light came warmth and new life.
only on a larger scale. The feast of Christmas is
actually much grander still than simply just a
Just as with the passing of the Winter Solstice came
birthday party.
new light and greater warmth and the eventual new
life of spring, likewise with the coming of the Christ
Christmas is a celebration of the “incarnation”. It is a
Child came the breaking of deaths grip on God’s
celebration of the fact that God himself has taken on
creation so that it would warm with the new light of
human flesh so that he could die for us as one of us
the Gospel.
and through his death we might have life. This is the
message that the angels proclaimed. “Peace on earth
This Christmas and Advent season
good will toward men.” This is the message that was
may you be blessed with the new
spoken by Simeon when he saw the Christ child in the light of Christ who has come into
Temple, “Lord now you are letting your servant
the world to be your Savior and to
depart in peace according to your word; for my eyes
set you free from bondage
have seen the salvation that you have prepared in the to sin and Satan.
presence of all people, a light for revelation to the
In the Name of Jesus,
Gentiles and glory for your people Israel.” Jesus, the
Christ child, was God’s salvation who had come into
Pastor Schlueter
the world to bring God’s light and life.
It turns out that for thousands of years people have
noted that as the seasons cycle from spring to summer
to fall and winter the hours of daylight lengthen with
daylight peaking during the summer and then
diminishing until winter. The longest day of the year is

Gift Giving Part II—RSO’s Can Be the Way to Go
by Deaconess Janet Nicol
Last month I tried to highlight some of the areas our Synod serves others and how you can
help with funding through donations. This month, I thought it would be helpful to highlight some of
the Recognized Service Organizations that work independently of the synod but that agree to ensure
their programs are in harmony with the doctrine and practice of the LCMS. These organizations are
great places to give to year-round, not just during the holiday season. Please consider giving to
them in addition to your regular giving to your own church here in Chuckery. In the Book of
Acts the disciples were faced with a dilemma. The most helpless in their community needed food,
but the disciples struggled to find the time to fulfill that need and spread the Word of God. After
consideration they said, “it would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the Word of God in
order to wait on tables.” The disciples instead appointed others to feed those in need, so they could
focus on prayer and ministry of the Word. The result, according to Act 6:7, was that the “word of
God continued to increase.” Pastors, principals and other church leaders should not be unduly
distracted with the day-to-day business, they are called to focus on the Word of God. Therefore,
giving to your own church for the purpose of keeping your pastors, teachers and other church
workers focused on God’s Word is vital to the spreading of the Gospel. That being said, if you are
able and willing to continue to be generous in other ways, RSO’s may be the way to go. All this can
be found on www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/recognized-service-organizations. They are
organized by state or you can look up by name. These I have included are just from Ohio alone.
Graceworks Lutheran Services 6430 Inner Mission Way Dayton, OH 45459 937-433-2140
www.graceworks.org Contact: Mr. Willis Serr, President & CEO Email: information@graceworks.org
Services: Advocacy, Aging Services, Chaplaincy Services, Counseling & Mental Health, Emergency
Services, Housing Support, Information & Referral, Life Enrichment Services, Organizational
Consultation, Developmentally Disabled Services.
Helping Appalachian Rural People (HARP) 810 Main Street Caldwell, OH 43724 740-3650052 www.harpcaldwell.org Contact: Mrs. Mary Bates, Director Email: mary@harpmission.org
Services: Disaster Response, Emergency Services, Housing Support, Veterans Services, Volunteer
Program.
Luther House 2116 Dover Center Road Westlake, OH 44145 440-871-0090 No website
provided Contact: Mr. Charles Rinne, CEO Email: crinne@concordreserve.org Services: Aging
Services, Chaplaincy Services.
Lutheran Ministries of Mercy, Inc. PO Box 187 Williston, OH 43468 419-836-7741
www.lutheranministriesofmercy.org Contact: Ms. Terri Rodriguez, President/CEO Email:
trodrig@lutherhome.org Services: Abuse Prevention/Treatment, Advocacy, Aging Services,
Chaplaincy Services, Children and Youth Services, Counseling & Mental Health, Emergency Services,
Housing Support, Information & Referral, Life Enrichment Services, Developmentally Disabled
Services, Hearing/Visually Impaired Services, Addiction Prevention/Treatment, Pregnancy
Counseling, Trauma Intervention, Veterans Services.
Lutheran Social Services of Central Ohio 500 W. Wilson Bridge Road, Ste 245 Worthington,
OH 43085 614-228-5200 www.lssnetworkofhope.org Contact: Rev. Larry Crowell, CEO/President
Email: lcrowell@lssco.org Services: Advocacy, Aging Services, Chaplaincy Services, Counseling &
Mental Health, Disaster Response, Emergency Services, Housing Support, Information & Referral,
Life Enrichment Services, Developmentally Disabled Services, Hearing/Visually Impaired Services,
Veterans Services, Abuse/Neglect Prevention/Treatment.
Ministry in Mission 13442 Shady Lane Chesterland, OH 44026 440-729-2272
www.ministryinmission.org Contact: Ms. Jackie Rychel, President Email: jackie@ministryinmission.org
Services: Orphanage Support (Haiti), Short Term Mission Teams (Haiti).

December School News
November was a short busy month in the preschool! We learned about prayer and being Thankful,
began working on the Christmas Program songs and finger plays, celebrated Thanksgiving and
learned how to keep our bodies healthy.

We learned that God hears the prayers we say out loud and the ones we say
quietly in our heads. The Lords Prayer was introduced. Many children
remembered it from last year or from hearing it at their church.

We invite all of you to attend our Christmas Program on December 20 th
at 7p.m. We will have cookies, punch and crafts in the gym after the
program. The preschool families always enjoy the hospitality that the
congregation shows them. Watch for a sign-up sheet to help provide
cookies.

Every class had their own Thanksgiving Feast. Each child brought just a little
and together this was a lot! This was just like the first Thanksgiving. As the
Pilgrims did, we thanked God for all our blessings.

We ended the month learning how to keep our bodies healthy. We learned

how exercise helps along with what foods are best to eat.

Registration for the 2019-2020 preschool year will begin January 1 for St. Paul church families and
currant preschool families. Watch the bulletin in December for more information.

Scrips Gift Cards for Gift Giving this Christmas
Take advantage of shopping gift cards through our Scrip orders. St. Paul will reap
some benefits if you do. A percentage of each gift card purchased come to us at St.
Paul and will be added to the Sunday School offering to Columbus Lutheran African
Immigrant Missions Categories include groceries, gas, restaurants and more.

The

orders will be due by December 9th. The order forms will be placed on the table in the
Narthex. Your scrips will be delivered to you at church on Sunday, December 16th, in plenty of time
for Christmas! Ask Larry Nicol if you have questions. His email is lanicol50@gmail.com.

Ladies of St Paul:
Save the Date!
Christmas at the Parsonage will be
Sunday December 16 at 5:30 PM.

Ladies Aid Christmas Cookie Sale
Ladies Aid will be selling home-made cookies for Christmas.
There are 6 different types of cookies available, as well as
buckeyes! Cookies will be sold by the dozen at $6/dozen. Order
forms will be available in the narthex on November 18th, or you
may order directly from this link (preferred). Forms will be due
on December 2nd to Frances Nicol. Cookies will be available for pick on December
16th. Contact Frances at fcnicol2014@gmail.com or 614-296-7446 for more
information and to place your order. (To go to link press control on your computer
first then “link”.)

UPDATED Ladies Aid Constitution & Bylaws
In November, the Ladies Aid of St. Paul met to review their constitution. Karen
Boerger and Phyllis Bouic very carefully completed the review and presented it to the
ladies. It was approved and will be available soon on the church website and Narthex
table.

December Memory Verses
December 2: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. John 10:27-28
December 9: For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received
with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 1 Timothy 4:4-5
December 16: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

December 23: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! Luke 1:42
December 30: “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” Luke 2:29-32
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16

LWML Ohio District Grant Feature
What do they do with my mites? One of the groups chosen at the
convention last summer to receive funds is the Lutheran Military Veterans and
Families and Ministries, Inc. They are dedicated to serving military veterans,
military contractors and their families in need of care and assistance, regardless of
their faith or religious affiliation. They offer resources, assistance and training to
congregations and other care providers to assist veterans, military contractors and their family
members.

Do Not Try to Do It Alone

One of the benefits of being a part of a church is that you do not have to move through the grieving
process alone. There are friends and companions to go on the journey with you.
Gretchen says, after her husband’s death, “When I got in a Bible study, that just really opened up my
whole life. That is what has really made me a different person. I met new friends there, and one of
them is my praying friend. We just call up each other and cry on each other’s shoulders and pray for
each other and open our hearts to each other. Things like that are really what keep me going.’
Get involved with a local Bible study or church group. You do not need to be alone.
“Every day they [the believers] continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and are together with glad and sincere hearts” (Acts 2: 46).
Father, with You I am never alone. I need the companionship of friends who will carry a portion of my
grief as they listen to, laugh with, and cry with me. Amen.
By Bill Dunn & Kathy Leonard, from the book “Through a Season of Grief”

Book Review on He Restores My Soul
edited by Katie Schuermann
By Deaconess Janet Nicol

Well, Katie Schuermann has done it again, folks! This book is well worth
your time and money. Although Mrs. Schuermann, (dare I refer to her as
Katie, since we have met and some of us have even skyped with her) has
compiled a set of essays about life as a Christian, in particular Christian

women; in particular, Christian women who face problems and sufferings from just about
every angle you can imagine; which means it is relevant to us all, even if you are not a
woman. Because let’s be honest, if you are not a woman, you are perhaps married to one,
you were definitely born from one, and you may find yourself having to work, live or play
with one.
All kidding aside, though, this set of stories is full of subjects concerning depression,
same sex attraction, past regrets, ghosts of your past, childrearing, loss, grief and more. Katie
has collaborated with other authors from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and put

together this remarkable book full of comfort in the midst of suffering. The point is always
emphasized that Christ restores us daily from our sins. The book is very aptly titled. Some of
the authors featured in addition to Katie include: Mollie Hemingway, Cheryl Swope, Christina
Roberts, and Pamela Boehle-Silva. The last chapter is a Pastoral Response written by Rev. Dr.
D. Richard Stuckwisch.
It is good to “hear” other Christian’s stories especially when they share their doubts,
frustrations and anxieties, despite knowing that Christ has forgiven them and especially
because they can articulate so well what that means for us this side of eternal glory. Each

chapter includes many references to scripture and features a hymn verse or two. There are
also discussion questions for each chapter, so it can be used as a Bible study or devotional.
This book is a treasure and any who read it will be uplifted to know that we are not alone.

December Birthdays
Dec. 1 Phoebe Burns 1942
Dec. 4 Jenny Burns 1976
Dec. 5 Beverly Burns 1939
Dec. 6 Bonnie Thiergartner 1959

Wedding Anniversaries
Dec. 4 John & Cheryl Alexander 1970
Kelly & Angel Agner 1999
Dec. 6 Trevor & Michelle Burns 2003
Dec. 24 Calvin & Bev Low 1986
Dec. 28 Pastor Paul & Julie Schlueter 1996

Victoria Easterday 2002

December Duties

Dec. 7 Rick Peterman 1971

Elder Duties

Dec. 10 Nathan Picklesimer 2017

Elder of the Month—Jerry Burns

Dec. 12 Margaret Stewart 2003

Recording—Jay Schmidt

Hannah Burns 1995
Rebekah Headings 1976
Dec. 13 Jeff Boyd 1968
Dec. 14 Bernard Burns 1939
Laura Paluch 1949
Dec. 15 Wyatt Scheiderer 2004
David Burns 1937
Christy Headings 2008
Nicholas Cremeans 1993
Dec. 17 Eli Thrush 2004
Dec. 18 Joel Eickhoff 1956
Melanie Nicol 1984
Dec. 21 Don Nicol 1941
Tim Underhill 1975
Dec. 24 Presley Burger 2002

Communion— John Eickhoff
Ushers
Ron Burns
Jerry Burns

Dan Burns
Greg Dellinger

Acolytes
Dec. 2 & 9 Autumn Scheiderer & Garrett Dellinger
Dec. 16, 23 & 24 Kristin Dellinger & Eli Thrush
Dec. 25, 30 & Jan. 6 Wyatt Scheiderer & Matt Bouic
Greeters
Dec. 2 Scott & Michelle Thrush
Steve & Rita Rinehart
Dec. 9 Carol Tillman and
Colin & Gretchen Robinson
Dec. 16 Doug & Linda Scheiderer
Greg & Carrie Scheiderer
Dec. 23 Kevin & Stacey Scheiderer
Suzanne Toth
Dec. 24 Jay & Ann Schmidt
Anita Thiergartner

Dec. 28 Autumn Scheiderer 2001

Dec. 25 Jim & Anne Scheiderer and Julie Schlueter

Dec. 29 Jerry Burns 1951

Dec. 30 Bonnie Thiergartner
Mae Etta Thiergartner
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

9a Breakfast
at the manager
10:15 Worship
11:30
Conf. Class

7p Church
Council

6:30p Ladies
Bible Study
7p Elders Mtg.

7p Advent
Worship
8p Choir

8p Dartball

9

10

11

12

9a Sunday
School
10:15 Worship
11:30
Conf.Class
1p Gym Rsvd.

8a Gym Rsvd.

8:15a Ladies
Bible Study
6p BOPE

6a Men’s
Augsburg Conf.
7p Advent
Worship
8p Choir

16

17

18

19

6:00 Children’s
Christmas
Program
Practice

7p Advent
Worship
8p Choir

26

9a Sunday
School
10:15 Worship
5:30p
Christmas at
the Parsonage

23

24

25

9a Sunday
School
10:15 Worship

7p Christmas
Eve Worship

10a Christmas
Day Service

30

31

9a Sunday
School
10:15 Worship

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

7p Preschool
Family
Christmas

27

8a Gym Rsvd.

