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Dear Members of St. Paul,

G

od’s grace and his blessing be with you.

Confession that points sinners to Christ). We spent the week
examining key New Testament passages and cross
referencing them with the Book of Concord. It was a joy to
see that our Lutheran Faith as confessed in the Book of
Concord, is not just simply Lutheran; it is thoroughly
Scriptural and ecumenical and faithful to Christ’s own Word
and command.

I just returned from a two week absence during
which I was first in Fort Wayne and second in
Michigan. I was in Michigan for our annual
Schlueter family vacation. We had a nice, quiet week with
decent weather and excellent time together with family. The
The time spent with brothers in faith and ministry also was
week in Fort Wayne was a week of study and classroom
wonderful. It was a great encouragement to spend time with
instruction together with Dr. Naomichi Masaki and three
men from diverse backgrounds and rejoice with the success
other men who are pastors with diverse backgrounds.
of the Gospel and to offer support to them in their
challenges and to receive support from them.
As you might have guessed, Dr. Masaki is from Japan. He
grew up in Japan and moved to the US for seminary training.
I will finish this class toward the end of July. When this class
He pastored a congregation in New Jersey and then received
is complete, there will be one more class to take, which I will
his Ph.D. from St. Louis. His experience in Japan provides
take in the fall. When that class is complete, I will have only
him with an interesting cross-cultured perspective on
my final project and dissertation and then the degree will be
mission work. (You can read about it here beginning on page
complete.
62 of the Journal).
I will write a note of thanks to the people of St. Paul, not
There were three other men in class with me. One is a
only for permitting me the time to be away and to study, but
church leader with the Mikane Yesu church in Ethiopia.
also the financial support to make this endeavor a
Mikane Yesus is a Lutheran church body working toward
possibility. It is a tremendous gift that has enriched me
fellowship with the Missouri Synod. The Lutheran church is
personally and professionally. I pray that I am able to pass
exploding throughout Africa. Mikane Yesu is one such
along the blessings I receive from this learning to you in my
example. It was a joy to get to know him.
teaching, preaching, and writing.
Another of the pastors serves an ELCA congregation near
I will close this letter with a brief encouragement. Vacation
Philadelphia. He is heartbroken and dismayed by the
Bible School is coming up in a few weeks. Please send your
unfaithfulness of his church body and would leave them to
kids/grand kids/neighbor kids/any kids. We would love to
serve in an LCMS congregation were it not for his love for
have them. Please participate. Please stop by to check it out.
the members of his parish.
In addition, the LYF-sponsored Church Picnic will be Sunday
July 8. They are working on plans and preparations. They
The third man came from St. Catharine's, Ontario, Canada
where he serves in a community that hosts a small seminary would love your participation. I hope to see you there.
for our sister church, the Lutheran Church Canada.
Blessings to you and your family during the month of July.
Our week of instruction and conversation was wonderful.
Peace to you in Jesus,
The study was wonderful. The topic of the class has to do
with developing a confessional ethos within the
Pastor Schlueter
congregation. (In other words, crafting the piety and faith of
the congregation around the faith confessed in the Augsburg

The Ministry of Silence
“The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair
or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of grief and
bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing... not healing,
not curing... that is a friend who cares.” ― Henri Nouwen
This quote is attributed to a Roman Catholic priest, professor, writer and theologian from
the Netherlands who died around 20 years ago. He struggled with depression during his life. His
statement above about friendship is profound. Think about the times you were silent in the

presence of a friend while they grieved the loss of a loved one, a job, a marriage. Frankly, I can’t
remember any. If they exist, in my history, I would be surprised. I have difficulty keeping silent. I
have difficulty not knowing the details. I have difficulty not trying to find a way to heal or cure.
Part of being involved in the ministry of The Church is the ability to keep silent. For some of
us, the desire to keep a conversation going in order to fill the air is almost overpowering. It may be
possible in relationships that have grown and matured over years. We can be comfortable in the
silent moments with our spouse or long time friends. However, in the ministry of the Church, we
often feel we have to hurry to correct, hurry to comfort with trite sayings, hurry to offer words of
seemingly sage advice. This calling for us Christians needs honing and refinement. When our

brothers and sisters suffer, we are to bear their burdens with them. Apparently, some of us, myself
included, think “bearing” others burdens means talking our fool heads off.
I think of Job’s three “friends” who came to be with him when they heard of his troubles. In
Job 2:11 we learn they just sat with Job for seven days and nights. Things went completely downhill
after that. In their attempt to provide comfort, their long-winded diatribes only managed to make
Job feel worse. They should have kept silent. One fellow named Elihu then came along and offered
God’s Words. Yet even he, in his zeal and youth, did not take into consideration the emotions
suffering Job was experiencing. To accuse one of not having one’s faith because of his complaining
may be going too far. Not all lamenting represents lack of faith. The sufferer can complain. He can

complain to God. Scriptures give us plenty of examples of this.
In any attempt to comfort friends who are bereaved for whatever reason, it is completely
appropriate to keep silent and let them vent. It is helpful to validate their feelings and not accuse
them of faithlessness. It is also appropriate to point out scripture that shows how to complain using
God’s words. Psalms is a perfect place to start. I strive to remember this as I continue in this life to
be the friend who cares. I encourage all of us to practice with our hurting neighbors the ministry of
presence and silence. So if you ever want to vent, complain or lament, I’m here to listen. Don’t be
surprised if I come with a roll of duct tape.

Church Mailbox Cleanout!
During the month of July, I will be re-organizing the mailboxes in
the Narthex.
Make sure anything you store in your church mailbox is
emptied out by July 15th!
This will be a process that includes new labels, re-alphabetizing etc.
We may be without them for a week or so while I complete the
project!

LWML/Ladies Aid News
Mite Box offerings - Bring your filled mite box to church anytime and put it in the
large mite box on the narthex table

New Officers for 2018-2019
President—Anne Scheiderer
V. President—Vacant
Secretary—Susan Eickhoff
Treasurer—Sue Ann Dillahunt
Human Care Chairperson—Martha Wolff

Adult Bible Class
We continue to meet in the Gathering Room each Sunday at 9:00 am
Join us as we review the Scripture lessons for the worship service!
Lead a Child Sunday School Mission Offering
$664.52 was collected and sent to this mission.
Thank you to everyone that supported this project

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore,

and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Gal. 5:1).
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has
afforded us. We are right to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties: the freedom to gather
together to worship and to live out what we believe in our daily lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age has devolved. It has become a freedom from duty instead of a
freedom for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into licentiousness: a license to do what
we want, when we want.
This license is a submission, again, to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire when
we desire it means we are slaves to our desires, slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our sinful desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned and put to
death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and live before God in righteousness
and purity.
In Christ, we are a new creation. We are set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do

our duty and bear fruits of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the church.
God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray for all people. He calls
us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to
us in His service. God calls parents to provide for their children and raise them in the fear and admonition
of the Lord. And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when they are
no longer able to do so themselves.
God calls the government to punish those who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls
citizens to pay their taxes and honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach
and teach the Gospel as well as repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support
those who teach them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom and liberty to do our
duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

What to Do with the Whys?

“What do you do with the whys?” asks Kay Arthur, whose husband committed suicide. She answers,
“You have to lay them at the feet of Omniscience and, by faith, leave them there and say, ‘If You
want to show me why, God, fine. If not, I’m going to cling to who You are and what You promise.’
When you’re asking why, and you’re in the dark, and you don’t have any reasons, you are to cling to

Him in hope. He is the God of all hope. The thing that you have to realize is you are here for a
much larger purpose than you realize.”
Hope in God, knowing that your questions may not be answered. Each day make a point to look
beyond your situation to the all-knowing God of truth, who will not leave you nor fail you. Learn
about His attributes and cling to them in hope. The path of life that you travel is different from what
you expected, but He will guide you.
“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will

turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I
will do; I will not forsake them” (Isaiah 42:16).
Lord, I am truly in the dark, and it scares me. In my fear, I lash out wildly. Shine Your light in my
heart. Lead me along this new path. Amen.

Kitchen Remodel
Most of the cupboards in the kitchen are out and they are working on the wall by the windows. The
sinks are out and being polished so they will look new when it is all complete.
Feel free to check it out sometime.
Keep the workers in your prayers as they complete the project.

July Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

July 1—Steve Burns 1958
July 3—Janice Barrett 1971

July 4—Patrick & Aimee Newland 2005

July 4—Viola Burns 1926

July 10—Kevin & Stacey Scheiderer 1999

July 6—McKain Thrush 2011

July 19– Bill & Mandi Dellinger 1997

July 7—Tim Bosley 1958

July 24—David & Phoebe Burns 1982

William Burger 1948
July 8—Susan Hostetler 1961
July 9—Livian Pfeiffer 2015
Eva Pfeiffer 2013
Susan Rausch 1965
July 10—Pam Boerger 1958

July 25—Colin & Gretchen Robinson 2015
Mike & Kati Gill 2016
July 26—Jeff & Debra Lehman 2003

July 29—Carl & Jean Thiergartner 1951
George & Sandy Burns 1978
July 30—Tony & Sue George 1983

July 11—Evan Scheiderer 1994

July Assignments

July 12—Cayde Meddles 2004

Elder Duties

July 16—Michael Rausch 1955

Elder of the Month—Tim Underhill

Frances Nicol 1996
July 17—Jordan Dillahunt 1989
July 18—Jean Thiergartner 1932
July 19—Anna Schlueter 2001
July 20—David Picklesimer 1950
July 21—Kathy Picklesimer 1952

Recording—Jerry Burns
Communion— Jay Schmidt
Ushers
John Wolff, Jay Schmidt, Robin Rausch
& Steve Rinehart

July 22—Marjorie Loschky 1930

Acolytes

July 23—Audrey Scheiderer 2000

July 1 & 8: Cayde Meddles & Autumn
Scheiderer

July 24—Cathy Burns 1951
Mike Kleiber 1959
July 25—John Wolff 1957
Julie Headings 2006
July 26—Ann Norman 1960
July 30—Idella Eickhoff 1925
July 31—Whitney Cremeans 1996
Suzanne Toth 1962

July 15, 22, & 29: Anna Schlueter & Kristin Dellinger
Greeters
July1: Jerry & Ann Burns and Danny Burns
July 8: David & Phoebe Burns and Gary & Mary Burns
July 22: Harold & Viola Burns and
Bernard & Beverly Burns
July 29: Cathy Burns and Ron & Melissa Burns

July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

19a Adult

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Class

3p Shelter
house Rsvd.

10:15a
Worship
11:15a
Voter’s Mtg.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

9a Adult
Bible Class

VBS 9a-12p

VBS 9a-12p

VBS 9a-12p

VBS 9a-12p

6p Wedding
Rehearsal

4:30 Taylor/
Rinehart
Wedding

7p Darby
Clovers—gym

10:15a
Worship

15

16

9a Adult
Bible Class

7:30p Darby
Clovers

VBS Closing
Program 7pm

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

30

31

10:15a
Worship

22
9a Adult
Bible Class
10:15a
Worship

29
9a Adult
Bible Class
10:15a
Worship

