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Dear Members of St. Paul,
It might seem like it is still early in the year, but we are in the midst of our congregational budgeting process
for the fiscal year that will begin July of 2018. So that the budget can take effect in July it will be approved by
the voters in April. The Voters receive the budget from the Council, who will receive it from the Budget
Committee, who base the budget on an estimate generated by the Finance Committee. That all means that the
work gets done sooner rather than later and some of it has already happened.
The reason I am telling you about it now is because the Finance Committee recommended a reduced budget.
Last year we passed a budget with a plan to spend about $325,000. This year, based on some forecasting done
by looking at our giving trends, the Finance Committee recommended we spend about $300,000.
The Finance Committee did their job; they are supposed to provide us with the cold hard financial facts. This is
what they did. Apparently, our giving for the first 6 months of this current fiscal year is down compared to
where it was a year ago. This is useful information. The question we need to answer is why. Do we have fewer
households and therefore fewer giving units? Are our giving units giving less? If each giving unit is giving less,
is that because they are earning less than they did a year ago? Or is there something else going on?

Some of these questions are the purview of the Board of Stewardship. They will be examining them I am sure.
In the meantime, I will encourage you to consider your gift to God that you give in your offerings.
A Christian author wrote, “The man of pseudo faith will fight for his verbal creed but refuse flatly to allow himself to
get into a predicament where his future must depend upon that creed being true.” (A.W. Tozer quoted in Money,
Possessions, and Eternity by Randy Alcorn, XV) In other words, with our mouth we profess faith that God is good
and generous and that God will provide, but in actual practice we are too afraid to allow God the opportunity to
provide. CS Lewis wrote, “I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our
expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same
income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should
say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable
expenditure excludes them.” (C.S. Lewis quoted in Money, Possessions, and Eternity by Randy Alcorn, 282)

When you give, and when you consider the amount that you are going to give, I would encourage to put out
of your mind those things that you would not be able to have as the result of your gift. Instead, consider the
One who gave it. Consider the bread that multiplied in the hands of the disciples as they gave away their lunch
to the 5000 seated on the grass before them. Consider the Manna that was on the ground and more than
enough outside the tents of the Israelites every morning. Consider the clothing and shoes that did not wear
out over 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. Consider that God has already given you all that you have
and there is no way you could ever out-give him.
Peace to you in the Name of Jesus.
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Above is the placement of the parts in our liturgy within the larger form. This handy diagram
was borrowed from Dr. Arthur Just in his book “Heaven on Earth, the Gifts of Christ in the Divine
Service.” It is a great visual to help see the form of our historic liturgy. Now let’s examine each of the
smaller parts and what they mean.
The first part of our entrance into the service, which leads to the Word, is the Invocation: “In
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Here we are invoking or calling upon God’s
presence. Our invocation is trinitarian in nature and we, through our pastor as he faces us and does
the sign of the cross, are calling upon Him through Jesus Christ to be present with us as we receive
his gifts. We are reminding ourselves that we can call on Him to be present with us bodily because
we have been baptized into His Name through these same words.
Following the invocation, we publicly confess our sins and receive absolution through the

Office of the Keys. This gives our pastor the authority to forgive the sins of the repentant sinner, and
was instituted by our Lord after His resurrection from the dead. We learn this in our Small Catechism
which is taken from John 20: 22-23. Interestingly, the early Church did not practice the public form of
confession and absolution. This was done privately, for individuals. The public form was a later
development but we still have the practice of individual confession and absolution for any who want
or need it.
Next month we will look at more of the sections of the liturgy and their meaning and
placement in the service.

PRESCHOOL NEWS
The preschool classes had a fun Valentine's Day - actually week! They began painting Valentine's for
their family the week before so they could dry over the weekend. On Monday and Tuesday, each
student put a postage stamp, return address label and their home address label on an
envelope. After stuffing the envelope with their family's Valentine, they licked it shut and we walked
to the mailbox together. This was a hands-on way to introduce them to the US Postal Service. In
the Pretend Place center of the classroom, they had a cash register to buy and sell postage stamps
along with a "mailbox."
The following week the children practiced two terms - opposites and rhyming. Many of the books
we read each week have rhyming words, so that term is not new. However, learning about
opposites involves critical thinking and takes practice.
The last week of February we talked about Good Health. God gave each of us amazing bodies and
He expects us to take care of them responsibly. On Wednesday, Dr. Richard Miller from the Real
Eyes Program, which is associated through the Ohio Optometric Association, visited the
classroom. It's always a treat to have professionals give presentations that are intended for a young
audience.
On Friday, March 2, there will be no school because Mrs. Allen and Mrs. Becker will be attending the
Ohio District Early Childhood Spring Workshop in Liberty Township, Ohio.

Schwan Purchases: Jump-start your support for St. Paul
Early Childhood Center by placing your first Schwan’s

order today and our campaign will earn up to 40% back!
Schwan’s high-quality foods are conveniently delivered
right to your door, whether you are at home or away.
That means you’ll have everything you need to make a
great meal in minutes. No subscriptions! Order at your
convenience. When you’re done shopping, share your
campaign with friends and family!

ENRICHMENT NEWS

The Enrichment class started the month out in the Milky Way! We had fun learning about the
planets, stars, and how people travel to outer space. We reviewed shapes and used them to create
our own rocket ships! We also talked about the Earth and how God made it perfect for us to live

on this planet. We also practiced counting backward because we all love yelling blast off at the
end!
The following week we talked about Love; how we show it, what we love, and most importantly
God’s love for us. It was fun hearing the children talk about how they went home and showed they
loved their families. Measuring was revisited with heart rulers this time instead of inch worms that
were used last month.
Along with reviewing rhyming and sight words, we worked on opposites. It was fun making a list
to see how many we could come up with.
We ended the month talking about what all we need to do to keep our bodies healthy. It is im-

portant to keep our bodies healthy because they were created by God. Richard Miller came into
the Enrichment class and went into more detail about our eyes and how to care for them then he
did in the preschool class.

Thank You: Our family wishes to convey our sincerest appreciation for your
prayers and support during Mom’s passing. Thank you to Pastor and Janet for
your visits to Mom. Thank you to Pastor for the funeral service and your
message. Thank you to Elena for the beautiful music during the service. Thank
you to the Ladies Aid for serving the meal following the service and all who donated food for it. We
are blessed to have a church family like you and are thankful for all you have done. God’s Blessings
to you all, The Family of Norma Burns
Thank You to the Choir: Thanks for the very thoughtful gift at Christmastime. I’m a bit late with
this but wanted to express my gratitude for your kindness. God bless you all and thanks for
bringing your time, talents, and voices to enhance our worship services. — Deaconess Janet

•

Ladies Tuesday Morning Bible Study

We meet every other week from 8:30—9:30 (March 13th & 27th)
•

Mothers Bible Study on Friday

We meet weekly from 8:30 am—9:15 am
•

Men’s Study on the Augsburg Confession

We meet every other week at 6:00am (March 14th only)
New members are welcome to start these groups at ANY time!

Join the Golden Eagles for the Meet and Eat
Culvers on Square Drive, Marysville
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at 11:15 am
RSVP to Marjorie at 937-644-4401

2017 Choice Dollars Expire on March 31, 2018 – Don’t wait to direct:
Good Friday is on March 30th and Marcch 31st falls on Saturday. AS a result the corporate office is
closed on both of these days. To ensure that Choice Dollars directions get processed before the
deadline, I encourage members not to wait. Direct Choice dollars now!
The two easy options for direction Choice Dollars are:
*Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice

*Phone: 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt. The member connection center is
open until 6:00 pm CST, Monday-Frida.
Have questions - contact a representative from the Member Connection Center at 800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choicew” or email fraternal@thrivent.com. For faster service, have your member
ID or contract number available.
Remember: If you don’t contact Thrivent and tell them where you want your Choice Dollars to go,
Thrivent will put them where they want them to go.

March Stewardship Newlsetter (LCMS)

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to China, is reported to
have said, “God’s work, done in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know
God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another way: you need to
know your Bible.
St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to
the obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).
Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter. And the Scriptures matter
because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought into line with the
teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way.
A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in holy
baptism. We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word
preached and taught in sermon and Bible Class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food
of the Lord’s Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will
be taken captive to the obedience of Christ.
Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The
Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the
Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision of it.
God is rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned, “on the mount of the Lord it will be
provided” (Gen. 22:14). The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. Thus, we set aside for the
work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given to us. This act of
trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him.
When budgetary discussions pop up, our natural reaction is to point fingers. But remember your
doctrine, and what your mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always
right. In fact, when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be
repentance.

It should raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we
should ask whether our thoughts are taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have we given
generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal
to Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).
God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left
you as orphans, but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting
this thought dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.

St. Paul Ladies Aid February 5, 2018
The St. Paul Ladies Aid met February 5, 2018 at Bluebird Assisted Living on Coleman’s Crossing in Marysville, Ohio for a
complimentary lunch in McCarthy’s Soda Fountain at 11:30.
Anne Scheiderer opened the afternoon with Devotions entitled “It is Finished”.
Many thank you cards were shared with the ladies for various gifts and services from the Ladies Aid.
Margia Renner, Viola Burns, Dorothy Nicol, Phyllis Bouic, Joan Burns, Anne Scheiderer, Kathy Picklesimer, Mary Koch,
Janet Nicol, Elena Pfeiffer and Livian, Sue Ann Dillahunt, Wanda Dupuis, and Susan Eickhoff enjoyed the lunch of Cucumber Salad, Vegetable Soup, Biscuit and a cookie and ice-cream cones for dessert.
Following lunch, the first part of the business meeting was held in McCarthy’s Soda Fountain.
BUSINESS MEETING
Anne Scheiderer, Vice President, opened the meeting.
MINUTES
Susan Eickhoff read the minutes from the December 10, 2017 meeting. Janet Nicol moved to approve the minutes as
read. Viola Burns seconded the motion. Minutes approved.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Kathy Picklesimer reported as of January 31, 2018 there is a balance of $4,279.89 in the checking account and $18,018.31
in the Church Extension Fund
PROGRAM
The Bluebird Residents then joined the ladies in the Avalon Theater for an interview with Katie Luther. Margia Renner
interviewed Katie Luther and asked her about her life with Martin Luther. Janet Nicol played the part of Katie Luther.
BUSINESS MEETING CONCLUSION:
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Remodeling Committee – Anne reported that the committee met with a couple of contractors and also met with the
Building Committee and their contractor and shared their ideas of what they would like to see done and was given ideas
of what could be done and what problems there might be by the contractors.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Freezer update – Anne reported that the freezer was delivered on Friday.
Task Force Fundraisers – Need Chairmen – Each Chairman could find their own committee. Committees needing
chairmen are: 1. Christmas Cookies

2. Making Turkey Dressing

3. Take home soup after church

NEW BUSINESS:
Phyllis Bouic reported on the Central Zone Winter Retreat which was held on January 27 at Cedar Ridge Lodge at Batelle
Darby Creek Metro Park.. There was 42 in attendance. The theme was “Grace Alone” with a speaker from Faith Mission. Bethany Lutheran Church provided the lunch.
February 3 the ladies held a workday and made favors for the Bluebird residents and also made Walker Bags for Loving
Care Hospice.
Confirmation Celebration Luncheon will be held April 15 and a committee is needed to plan this day.
The Central Zone Spring Rally will be April 14 at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Lancaster, Ohio.
2 Delegates and 2 Alternates are needed for the Ohio District LWML Convention to be held this year June 22-24 at the
Mariott in Dublin, Ohio. Names need to be submitted before March 31 to Phyllis Bouic.
This will be the last Sunday to bring in food for the Food Pantries. The items will be distributed the following week.
Wanda Dupuis announced that St. John’s Lutheran School will be celebrating 175 years and invited us to their celebration picnic on June 3.
Dorothy Nicol moved that the proceeds from the Lenten Soup Suppers go to the Ladies Aid treasury to be used for the
missions that we support with the exception of the soup supper that is prepared by the Golden Eagles on February
21. These proceeds will go to the Veterans Salute that the Eagles host each year. Phyllis Bouic seconded the motion.
Motion passed.
Janet Nicol moved to adjourn the meeting. Meeting was adjourned. The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
The next meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on March 19 at Red Brick Tavern for a evening of fellowship with our families.

LWML Ohio District Convention - “Walk in the Light” 1 John 1:7

June 22-24, 2018
Columbus Marriott NW, Blazer Parkway, Dublin, OH
The LWML Ohio District Convention this year is only a few miles away so hopefully many can attend
from St. Paul. The Host Committee from Central Zone has been working hard to prepare for the
convention. The committee had a big surprise when co-chairman Karen Robertson received a call on
February 1, 2018, that the Embassy Suites could no longer host the convention due to remodeling.
The good news was that God was in control and the gentleman at the Embassy found a replacement
hotel that would honor the same contract that the LWML Ohio District had signed with the Embassy

over a year ago.

The Host Committee toured the new hotel, Columbus Marriott NW, just one

interchange south, on Feb. 17. The committee found that this recently remodeled hotel meets the
convention needs and is beautiful. Bless the Lord!
St. Paul has members on the Host Committee. Susan Eickhoff and Anne Scheiderer are chairmen of
the Music Committee. Elena Pfeiffer will play for the convention and Janet Nicol will serve as song
leader and choir director. The chairmen, Elena, Janet, and Karen Boerger have helped pick out music
selections for the convention manual. All music for the convention is approved by Rev. Daniel Herb,
Jr. Pastoral Counselor of the LWML Ohio District. Phyllis Bouic is chairman of the Exhibit’s Committee
and Sue Ann Dillahunt is helping.
Each zone president carries a banner based on the convention theme during the opening worship
service procession. Central Zone’s banner is being designed by one of our members, Katie Kull. The
banners are then on display for the entire convention.
Everyone is invited to attend the Opening Communion Worship Service on Friday evening, June 22,
2018, starting at 7:00 pm. There will be preservice music before the service. No registration is
necessary to attend this opening service.
Pick up the Spring ODE in the narthex for more details on the convention and registration and
housing forms.

Deadline for registration is May 15 except for delegates and alternates.

Their

deadline is March 31, 2018. St. Paul may send 2 delegates and 2 alternates. Ladies please consider
serving in this way. Ladies Aid has helped with the cost in the past and probably will do again this
year. Since Karen Boerger is out of state now, speak with Anne Scheiderer or Phyllis Bouic if you are
interested. Phyllis needs these names by March 26, 2018 to get the delegates certified by the LWML
Ohio District Recording Secretary.
Phyllis Bouic, Central Zone President

Another Step in Saying Good-bye
Sooner or later you are faced with the necessary step of dealing with your spouse’s
possessions. This is an important part of saying good-bye. Again, don’t rush the grieving process;
just follow this step when you are ready.
Margi had some dear friends who spent the last week of her husband’s life at her house helping out.
These friends were having financial troubles, and after her husband’s death, Margi chose to give her
husband’s nice work clothes to them.

She also remembered her husband’s ex-students,

neighborhood boys who knew him, and, of course, her son.
She says: “My husband probably had a hundred ties. I gave them away to different people because I
knew that my husband had touched their lives in some way.”
“I knew that it meant something to others, and that’s why I was able to give some of his things away.
My husband had a little cedar chest from when he was a boy my son’s age. I gave that to my son
one Christmas and then an arrowhead collection and several things like that.”
Your spouse’s memory can live on in the lives of loved ones around you. Whom can you touch

today with a memory of your spouse? “I thank my God every time I remember you” (Philippians 1:3).

Spring Session of GriefShare begins March 1, 2018
The 13-week GriefShare recovery & support program will begin on Thursday evenings (March 1May 24) from 6:00-8:00 PM in Classroom #110, at the former Plain City Elementary School Building,
340 W. Main Street, near the heart of downtown Plain City. Parking is located near the rear entrance
of the building.
GriefShare is a special seminar and support group for people grieving the death of a loved one.
Each GriefShare session includes a video seminar, small group discussion, and workbook study.
There is a $15 suggested donation, which covers the cost of the workbook. To register, please call
Janet at 614-561-7411. Feel free to invite your family and/or friends, who are also grieving, to
attend with you. Everyone is welcome!

March Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries

March 3 Katie Vollrath 1997
March 5 David Nicol 1951
March 6 Ann Burns 1955

March 3 Ron & Tammy Hunt 1984
Terry & JoEllen Bailey 1989

March 7 Mike De Matteo 1975

March 8 Roy & Missy Burns 1986

March 8 Kelly Peterman 1974

March 17 Charles & Linda Lowry 1974

March 9 Mandi Dellinger 1976

March 21 Don & Denise Commings 1992

March 11 Dorothy Nicol 1932
March 14 Lexie Fansler 2007

March 15 Travis Dellinger 2001
Brian Burns 1963
March 16 Brandon Flores 1998
March 17 Patricia Cooper 1929
March 18 Harold Burns 1927
Mary Carpenter 1953
March 21 George Stump 1924
Marvin Boerger 1941

Fred & Linda Kile 2001
March 23 Bernard & Beverly Burns 1958

March 31 Bob & Nancy Scheiderer 1990

March Assignments
Elder Duties
Elder of the Month—Tim Underhill
Recording—Jerry Burns
Communion— Jay Schmidt

March 22 Lydia Flores 1996
Brenda Stewart 1970

Mary Koch 1926
March 23 Chris Winkle 1971

Ushers

Dennis Headings

Mike Kleiber

Mat Johnson

Derik Heis

March 24 Noah Burns 2010
March 25 Tanner Burns 1980
March 26 Virginia Rausch 1936
David Scheiderer 1968
March 27 Molly Burger 2000
March 28 Charles Lowry 1955

Acolytes
Travis Dellinger & Matthew Bouic
Maundy Thurs, Good Friday & Easter SunriseAnna Schlueter & Abigail Underhill

Roy Burns 1957
Lance Taylor 1970
Leslie Martindale 1970
Tyler Halterman 1979
Brian Badenhop 1989
March 29 Kerri Rengert 1969

Greeters
March 4 Steve & Rita Rinehart and
Kyle & Jenna Righter
March 11 Doug & Linda Scheiderer and
Greg & Carrie Scheiderer
March 18 Raymond & Linda Scheiderer and
Jim & Anne Scheiderer
March 25 Jay & Ann Schmidt and Julie Schlueter
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