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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: 
 
Welcome to Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation 
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are very 
excited to have you worshiping the Lord with us this morning. You are always 
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about Saint Michael’s:  

• Our beautiful and historic church building was built in 1906. Unfortunately, 
this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms are located in our 
education building next door.  

• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education 
building.  

• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the pews. 
Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book and 
include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you in the 
future.  

• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any 
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help 
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He 
will be thrilled to meet you! 

We hope that you find Saint Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and serve 
all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

DIVINE SERVICE  
SETTING TWO  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Ringing of the Church Bell  Ushers 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Opening Hymn       “From East to West” LSB #385 

 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
   Matthew 28:19b; (18:20) 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  1 John 1:8-9 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23) 

 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
Introit  Read Together 

Psalm 95:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 
 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 



The LORD has made known his salvation; 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 



  
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the 
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. 
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
            my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
            he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
            and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
            and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
            to sprout up before all the nations. 
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
            and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
            and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 
            and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 
            that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
            and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Psalm  Psalm 111 
 
1Praise the LORD! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 

2Great are the works of the LORD, 
studied by all who delight in them. 

3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
and his righteousness endures forever. 

4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

5He provides food for those who fear him; 
he remembers his covenant forever. 

6He has shown his people the power of his works, 
in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
all his precepts are trustworthy; 

8they are established forever and ever, 
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9He sent redemption to his people; 
he has commanded his covenant forever. 
Holy and awesome is his name! 

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
His praise endures forever! 
 
Epistle Reading   Galatians 4:4-7 
 
            4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, 
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse  John 6:68 

 

 

 
Holy Gospel  Luke 2:22-40 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
  
            22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
[Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according 
to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
     according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 
     31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
     and for glory to your people Israel.” 

            33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child 



is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 
from many hearts may be revealed.” 
            36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did 
not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
            39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child 
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
Children’s Message  Pastor 
 
Hymn of the Day “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” LSB #937 
 
Sermon “Just Another Day in the Temple?” Rev. Nate Hill 

Luke 2:22-40 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church  (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Offering (Please sign the attendance books as they are passed) Ushers 
 

If you would like to transition to making your regular tithe or offering online, 
you may do so at www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give 

 
 

http://www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give


Offertory  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 



Announcements  Pastor 
 
Closing Hymn “Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB #389 

 
Postlude  Selected Music 



PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 

• Melinda Bennett – Bill Karisch’s Friend 

• Sheila Bojorquez-Charles Lehmann’s Daughter 

• Debra Bradley – Garry Synatschk’s Mother 

• Kourtney Burton 

• Erland Carlson – Leann McClain’s Brother 

• Theresa Krause – Diana Roeber’s Friend 

• Mary Lehmann 

• John Lievsay, Jr – Kelly Franke’s Brother 

• Kevin Margeson–Kurtis Hankemeier’s Brother  

• Karen McDougall–Mark McClain’s Sister 

• Sue Doepner – Daniel and Karen Kilian’s Friend • Dianna Mitschke – Karen Robbins’ Mother 

• Charlene Franke • Kolton Montgomery 

• Myrtle Friemel – Carol Ahlschlager’s Friend • Janet Murphy-Richard Davis’ Sister-in-Law 

• Ivan Fritsche • Dwayne Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend   

• Sam Gibbs • Mary Patterson - James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Nellie Gonzalez • Lillian Pietsch 

• Gavon Grayson-Glenn and Stacy Zoch’s Friend • Victoria Pope – Mark McClain’s Friend  

• Larry Hernandez-Marceil Prestridge’s Son-in Law   

• Nicole Hernandez-Marceil Prestridge’s Daughter  

• Jerry Hielscher  

• Delores Karisch 

• Morgan Ray Karisch 

• Evelyn Kasper – Bill Karisch’s Mother 

• Thelma Kieschnik 

• Audrey Koenning  

• Marceil Prestridge 

• Layne Schramm-Thelma Kieschnik’s Grandson 

• Marie Schulz 

• Raymond Schulz 

• Laverne Schulze 

• Barbara Spence 

• Amy Wagner 

• Angeline Zoch 
 

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES: 

• Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois 

• Caleb Burton – US Army – Fort Carson, Colorado 

• Manuel Comancho – US Air Force – Serving in Israel – Irma Gersch’s Friend 

• Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

• Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas  

• Kaleb Pyle – US Army – Fort Bliss, Texas 

• Dylan Robbins – USMC – Jacksonville, North Carolina 

• Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas 

• Erik Vallejo – Texas National Guard – United States Border  
 
MISSIONARIES: 

• Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX 

• Abba’s House – LCMS Ministry to Refugees – Cypress, TX - 
https://abbashousetexas.com/ 

https://abbashousetexas.com/


THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S: 
 
Sunday, December 31st – New Year’s Eve 

• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Sunday School/Bible Study – Education Building 

• 10:15am – Christmas Tree Cleanup - Sanctuary 

• 7:00pm – New Year’s Eve Service with Communion – Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, January 3rd      

• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building 

• 3:30pm – Cocoa and a Movie – Zilss Hall 
 
Sunday, January 7th – Installation of Congregational Officers and  

Board Members 

• 9:00am – Worship Service with Communion – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Sunday School/Bible Study – Education Building 

• 2:00pm – Confirmation – Education Building 

• 4:00pm – All Boards and Officers Meeting – Education Building 
 

 
Flower Chart: The flower chart is up in the back of the church.  Please feel free 
to start filling it in.  You may call Margie Clifton in the church office if you need 
her to fill it in for you. 
 

 
Casserole Crew: Sharon Teinert is on for the month of January. If you know of 
someone with a need for a meal in the congregation or community, please contact 
Sharon at (409)782-8949. 
 

 
Poinsettias: If you purchased a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary, please plan 
to take it home after the service on Sunday, January 7th.  
 

 
Thank You for a Beautiful Christmas Eve Service! Thank you to all who 
helped to make this year’s Christmas Eve Service so special, especially the many 
volunteers who worked with the kids!  It’s always a blessing to hear the children 
and youth sharing the story of Christ’s birth! 



A Thank You from Pastor Nate! Thank you all so much for the cards and gifts 
that you have shared with my family this Christmas season! It is a joy to serve as 
your pastor and to have such a loving church family! 
 

 
Installation of Officers and Board Members: On Sunday, January 7th, 
during our Worship Service, Saint Michael’s Officers and Board Members will be 
installed. If you are newly elected or continuing your service, please make plans to 
attend. 
 

 
All Boards Meeting and Training: Our annual All Boards Meeting and 
Training will take place Sunday, January 7th at 4:00 pm in the Education 
Building.  All board members and officers should plan on attending this 
meeting.  At the meeting we will go over everyone’s duties and responsibilities and 
will also set calendar items for the year. 
 
 

 



 



Our tradition at Christmas is to place poinsettias in the church. The 
beauty of the poinsettias set the church ablaze in praise and glory of 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

THE POINSETTIAS ARE PLACED IN THE CHURCH BY: 
 
Jerry and Jenny Althaus for the blessing of children and grandchildren. 
 
Margaret and Tom Atkins for their blessings. 
 
The Bamsch Family in loving memory of Harriet and Alford Zoch. 
 

Denise, Glenn Becker, Trenton, and Cameron in memory of Rose Lehmann (Mom and Moe) for her 
first Christmas in heaven. 
 
Marc Brand in memory of his father, Rev. Adolph Brand; mother, Inez Brand; brother, Timothy Brand; and 
sister, Rhoda House. 
 
The Deters Family in loving memory of Judy Hielscher. 
 
Jenny, Josey, and Casey Fajkus in loving memory of Josie and James Zoch, Frances and Melvin Zoch, 
Caroline and Mervin Dube, Rita and Emil Fajkus, and Evelyn and Louis Svoboda. 
 
Iris Franke, Gina Sanders, and Coleen Smiley in memory of James Franke, RC Franke, and Tillie and 
Traugott Franke. 
 
Debbie Graham in memory of her mother, sister, and brother. 
 
Mirlyn Griffin for God’s many blessings. 
 
Cindy and Scott Hielscher in thankfulness for family during the season of Christmas blessings including 
their family already in heaven celebrating. 
 
Pastor Nate and Candice Hill in thanksgiving to God for St. Michael’s and their boys, Jack and Carter. 
 
Ron and Darline Kaiser in loving memory of their parents, Lorine and Martin Kaiser, Frieda and EA 
Lehmann; and brother-in-law Herbert Moerbe. 
 
Bill and Pat Karisch in memory of Karisch, Klein, Bammel, and Noack families enjoying eternity with our 
Savior. 
 
Mildred Kasper in loving memory of my husband, Elgin and son, Gary. 
 
Karen and Daniel Kilian in honor of their children, grandchildren, and in memory of loved ones. 
 
The Kipp, Cave, and Stewart Families in loving memory of their father, Marvin Kipp. 
 
Ronnie Kleiber in loving memory of Mattie. 
 
Elna Koenning in memory of Delton Koenning and daughter-in-law, Christi Koenning. 
 
Charles Lehmann in memory of Rose Lehmann, Edna and Willie Lehmann, and Annie and Felix Petrash. 
 
Roger and Dorothy Loewe in honor of the Loewe and Peschke families. 
 



Laura Matthijetz in memory of her husband, Max. 
 
Mark and Leann McClain to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mark’s parents, Bill and Betty 
McClain; and siblings, Richard McClain and Mary Castle. 
 
Katrina and Travis Miertschin in memory of Kat’s parents, Leonor and Marcelino Savcedo, Sr. and 
Travis’ parents, Violet and Leon Miertschin. 
 
Jeanette Mitschke in memory of Rudie Lee Mitschke, Rudy and Wanda Mitschke, and Otto and Alma 
Kappler. 
 
Evelyn Parker in memory of loved ones. 
 
Betty Richter and Donald Noack in memory of their loved ones. 
 
Wayne and Peggy Smith in celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
 
Garry and Cassandra Synatschk in loving memory of Garry Synatschk, Sr. and Shannon Synatschk,  
Martin and Alma Kilian, and Jackie Clem. 
 
Doug and Sharon Teinert in memory of Milton Koenning and in honor of Audrey Koenning. In memory of 
Delton Koenning and in honor of Elna Koenning. In memory of Elgin and Gary Kasper and in honor of 
Mildred Kasper. 
 
The Watts Family in loving memory of Tammi Watts by Kirt Watts and Jordan and Shawn Davis, Parker Jo 
and Chandler Rae. In loving memory of Esther and Milton “Shorty” Pampell by children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and great great grandchildren. 
 
Angeline and Ali Zoch in loving memory of Elmo Zoch. 
 
Barry and Sandy Zoch in memory of their parents that have passed. 
 
Missy Zoch in loving memory of her Papa and Memaw. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


