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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: 
 
Welcome to Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation 
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are very 
excited to have you worshiping the Lord with us this morning. You are always 
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about Saint Michael’s:  

• Our beautiful and historic church building was built in 1906. Unfortunately, 
this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms are located in our 
education building next door.  

• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education 
building.  

• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the pews. 
Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book and 
include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you in the 
future.  

• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any 
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help 
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He 
will be thrilled to meet you! 

We hope that you find Saint Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and serve 
all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DIVINE SERVICE  
SETTING TWO  

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Ringing of the Church Bell  Ushers 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Opening Hymn       “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB #904 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
   Matthew 28:19b; (18:20) 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

  1 John 1:8-9 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
Introit  Read Together 

Psalm 1:1-5; antiphon: v. 6 
 

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and 
its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 
The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Hymn of Praise “Gloria in Excelsis” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 

  
 

P Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our 
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in 
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

 
 
Old Testament Reading  Micah 6:1-8 
 
1Hear what the LORD says: 
Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
            and let the hills hear your voice. 
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
            and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
            and he will contend with Israel. 



3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
            How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
            and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
            Aaron, and Miriam. 
5O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
            and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
            that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
            and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
            with calves a year old? 
7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
            with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
            the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8He has told you, O man, what is good; 
            and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
            and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 15 
 
1O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? 
Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 

2He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 
and speaks truth in his heart; 

3who does not slander with his tongue 
and does no evil to his neighbor, 
nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 

4in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
but who honors those who fear the LORD; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 



5who does not put out his money at interest 
and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 
 
Epistle Reading   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
            18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
     and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 
to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
            26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak 
in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who 
boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse  John 6:68 
 

 



 

 
Holy Gospel  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

 
  
            1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 
            2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
            3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
            4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
            5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
            6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 
            7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
            8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
            9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
            10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 
            11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 



Children’s Message  Pastor 
 
Hymn of the Day     “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB #842 
 
Sermon “Truly Blessed” Rev. Nate Hill 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church  (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 
 
Offering (Please sign the attendance books as they are passed) Ushers 
 

If you would like to transition to making your regular tithe or offering online, 
you may do so at www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give 

 

http://www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give


Offertory  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
  Matthew 6:9-13 

 
Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 
 
Announcements  Pastor 
 
Closing Hymn “O God of God, O Light of Light” LSB #810 

 
Postlude  Selected Music 



PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 
 

• Katie Barker 

• Melinda Bennett – Bill Karisch’s Friend 

• Kourtney Burton 

• Erland Carlson – Leann McClain’s Brother 

• John Kocurek-Irma & Daniel Gersch’s Brother-in-Law 

• Audrey Koenning 

• Theresa Krause – Diana Roeber’s Friend 

• Mary Lehmann 

• James Carr – Buddy Smith’s Coworker • Rose Lehmann 

• Ray Eppers – Dana Hall’s Brother-in-Law  • Kevin Margeson–Kurtis Hankemeier’s Brother 

• Charlene Franke • Dianna Mitschke – Karen Robbins’ Mother 

• RC Franke • Dwayne Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Myrtle Friemel – Carol Ahlschlager’s Friend • Mary Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Nellie Gonzalez • Lillian Pietsch 

• Evelyn Haschke • Victoria Pope – Mark McClain’s Friend 

• Jennifer Harper-Charles & Rose Lehmann’s Daughter 

• Larry Herzog 

• Mark Herzog – Larry Herzog’s Son 

• Layne Schramm-Thelma Kieschnik’s Grandson 

• Marie Schulz 

• Raymond Schulz 

• Delores Karisch • Laverne Schulze 

• Morgan Ray Karisch 

• Evelyn Kasper – Bill Karisch’s Mother 

• Wayne Smith, Sr. 

• Catherine Trevino – Buddy Smith’s 

Coworker’s Daughter 
• Thelma Kieschnik • Amy Wagner 

 
  

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES: 
 

• Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois 

• Caleb Burton – US Army – Fort Carson, Colorado 

• Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

• Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas  

• Kaleb Pyle – US Army – Fort Bliss, Texas 

• Dylan Robbins – USMC – Newport, Rhode Island 

• Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas 

• Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky  

• Erik Vallejo – Texas National Guard – United States Border 
 

MISSIONARIES: 
 

• Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX 

• Abba’s House – LCMS Ministry to Refugees – Cypress, TX - 
https://abbashousetexas.com/ 

https://abbashousetexas.com/


THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S: 
 
Sunday, January 29th  

• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Sunday School/Bible Study – Education Building 
 
Wednesday, February 1st  

• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building 
 
Saturday, February 4th    

• 6:00pm – 4-H Shrimp Boil – St. Michael’s Park 
 
Sunday, February 5th  

• 9:00am – Worship Service with Communion – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Sunday School/Bible Study – Education Building 
 

 
Sunday School: “A Promising Dream” is the title of this week’s lesson. Jacob 
undeservedly receives his father’s blessing—he and his offspring will dwell in the 
land of Canaan. As the days of Isaac’s life approach their end, Jacob rightly fears for 
his life. Following the urging of Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob sets out for the house of 
his uncle Laban. Along the way, Jacob dreams of a ladder reaching to heaven, with 
the Lord Himself standing at the top. The preincarnate Christ repeats God’s 
promise to give this land to Jacob and his descendants. As a family, consider 
discussing how God can use even sinful people to fulfill His plans.   
 

 
Thank You! Dear St. Michael's, thank you for the scholarship. My favorite thing 
is P.E. St. Paul taught me to read. I read over 2,000 pages in a month. The coolest 
thing is checking temperature in Hawaii! We check weather patterns often in 
2nd grade. I appreciate your prayers and support.  

- Jack  (Edited by Mom for printing) 
 

 
Washington D.C. Trip Fundraiser: Students from the 7th & 8th grade class of 
St. Paul Serbin will be traveling to Washington D.C. this summer.  A fundraiser to 
help offset the cost of the trip will be held on February 5th.  The meal is beef stew, 
cornbread, and a drink.  Tickets are $12 and pick up is at First National Bank drive 
thru in Giddings from 10-12.  Cooper Hinze will be selling tickets after 
church this morning if you’re interested in purchasing some. 



Abba’s House: Upon much reflection and research, the Board of Missions has 
made a change in which missionaries we will be supporting for 2023.  We will 
continue to support Julie Aftab and her work with People of the Book Lutheran 
Outreach, but we will shift our funding from the Wolfes to Abba's House. Abba's 
House is an LCMS ministry started by Rev. Michael & Julie Meissner, and their 
mission is to be a safe community of healing for refugee women and their 
children, restoring their dignity as ones created in God’s image by caring for their 
physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being.  Abba's House intentionally serves 
refugee women and children who have no family, friends, or support networks in 
the United States, as they are especially vulnerable and isolated.  We chose this 
particular organization to not only support them financially and in prayer, but also 
because their proximity to us allows for hands-on service and engagement as 
well.  We will provide regular updates regarding this ministry and include ways 
that members of St. Michael's can be involved.  You can read more about their 
ministry here: https://abbashousetexas.com/." 
 

Anybody that wants to follow their blogs can sign up at the following 
link:  https://abbashousetexas.com/recent-blogs/.  Rev. Meissner tries to write an 
update every few months with the main highlights of all that is going on.   
 

For those that do social media, the best place to get all the fun pictures and 
updates (when appropriate – some families have to stay incognito for safety 
reasons) is on their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/abbashousetexas/. 
 

 

Winchester 4-H Club Fundraiser: The Winchester 4H Club is having a 
Shrimp Boil fundraiser, taking place on Saturday, February 4, 2023 at 
6:00pm.  Proceeds from this fundraiser support the Winchester 4H youth 
livestock projects.  Tickets are $30 and can be purchased from any club member. 
 

The Winchester 4H Club is also selling Raffle tickets, to be drawn the night of the 
Shrimp Boil.  The tickets include 10 items, 5 heifers and 5 guns.  Each ticket is $20 
and presence is not necessary to win and can be purchased from any club member. 
 

Winchester 4H Club members include, Brazos Vick; Grayson, Raynee and Saydee 
Hart; Lilly Herzog; Blair and Ambri Gooch; Grace Embesi; Clara Adams; Grant 
and Addison Fryer; Jack Hill; and Kelton Schulze. 
 

 

GEMS: Our Post Oak GEMS (Girls Embracing Mission Service) Group is meeting 
Sunday, January 29, at 2:00 PM at Holy Cross, Warda. This group is open to all 
girls 5th-12th grade. We will have a brief meeting, an activity, and snack time. This 

https://abbashousetexas.com/
https://abbashousetexas.com/recent-blogs/
https://www.facebook.com/abbashousetexas/


month our activity is making fleece blankets for the Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Bastrop. Moms are welcome too! Please join us for this time of fellowship and fun! 
 

 

Bingo for Seniors: Immanuel, Giddings is excited to partner with A Perfect 
Way Home Health Care to offer an opportunity for all seniors in our community 
to get together for bingo and fellowship. Mark your calendar for the first 
Wednesday of each month at 1:00 PM at Immanuel’s fellowship hall. Everything is 
provided at no cost, including bingo supplies, prizes, and food.  If you need 
assistance with transportation, please contact the Immanuel church office (979) 
542-2918.  For all other information you may contact Mrs. Brittany Behrens 979-
540-0181. 
 

 

Men’s Retreat: St. Paul Lutheran and Redeemer, Austin have planned a men's 
retreat at Camp Lone Star from March 3rd through 5th and would like to invite all 
Central Texas Lutheran men to attend. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Pastor Will Weedon. 
 

William Weedon has served as a parish pastor for 26 years. He served as Director 
of Worship and Chaplain for the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod from 2012-
2019. He is the author of the books Celebrating the Saints, Thank, Praise, Serve 
and Obey and See My Savior’s Hands.  
 

You can find out more about Pastor Weedon, and subscribe to his podcast Bible 
Study, at https://thewordendures.org. 
 

More information and registration for the retreat can be found 
at https://www.redeemer.net/mensretreat. 
 

 

Explore Epiphany Sunday: “Explore Epiphany Sunday” is an initiative by the 
pastors and congregations involved in supporting Epiphany-Bastrop to encourage 
their members to regularly visit Epiphany. The intent is to show their support for 
the ministry and serve as a sort of critical mass as we invite others and grow. What 
a wonderful encouragement you can be for the congregation at Epiphany-
Bastrop!  Saint Michael’s is assigned to the first Sunday of every month for our 
“Explore Epiphany Sunday”.  If you would like to participate, please plan on 
attending our service at Saint Michael’s and then skipping the Sunday Bible Study 
to instead caravan with our other members to Epiphany to attend their service 
which takes place at 11:30! 
 

https://thewordendures.org/
https://www.redeemer.net/mensretreat


         

 



P O S T E D  O N S E P T E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 2  B Y  M I C H A E L M E I S S N E R  

Abba’s House Fall 2022 Update 
What an eventful summer it has been! Our refugee guest arrivals have been much 
more steady, we’ve had beautiful connections with many of our former guests, and 
our campus has grown with the addition of our first cabin. The most recent family 
to make their way through Abba’s House was this beautiful family of 5, who came 
to us in June from a remote camp in Meheba, Zambia. Kalanga and her four 
children thrived here at Abba’s House, thanks to an amazing team of volunteers 
who poured into them day after day. Early in August, they transitioned to an 
apartment in SW Houston, and shortly after the kids started school. Soon, 
Kalanga’s mom and sister will be joining her from Zambia, and shortly after she 
will begin her first job. The whole process has been a bit overwhelming for them, 
since they came from such a remote area. But, they are gifted and determined and 
will ultimately do well. 
 

                   
 

https://abbashousetexas.com/2022/09/03/abbas-house-fall-2022-update/
https://abbashousetexas.com/author/michaelmeissner/


Our new guest quarters! 

We are super excited about our new cabin, which is 99% done and will soon be put 
into use as we provide a safe space for our arriving refugee families. It is a simple 
and cozy two bedroom, one bath cabin sitting adjacent to the main house. As God 
provides resources, we look forward to adding cabins #’s 2 & 3 sometime in the 
future. Recent generous donations from churches like Bayou City Fellowship, 
Community of Faith, and Salem Lutheran allowed us to build this cabin without 
any fundraising appeal. But, if you’d like to help out with some of our final 
finishing touches, here’s a link to some of our cabin finishes wish list.

The Karibu cabin is a little over 600 sq feet. 2 bedrooms, one bath, a living/eating 
area, and a small kitchen. It will be a beautiful first stopping place for many. 

Final Thoughts 
One of the beautiful parts of each family’s journey is watching how each family 
bonds and connects with two or three of the Abba’s House volunteers. That 
friendship continues on as the family settles into their new apartment and begins 
American life. With our most recent family, several of our volunteers kept close 
tabs on them as they navigated a very difficult school enrollment process. They 
helped them get their necessary vaccinations, taught them how to ride a city bus, 
took them to a couple different Congolese churches, and made sure they had the 
right uniforms for the first day of school. It is a beautiful example of the body of 
Christ doing what we are supposed to do — caring for another part of the body 
that is in a uniquely vulnerable spot. It brings such joy to watch these “everyday 
missionaries” make such a difference in the life of their newfound friend. It is a 
truly rich experience for all. We need more of you! If you are in the Cypress area 
and are open to serving in this way, reach out to us. We’d love to get you started. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d49acac22a7f85-help

