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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: 
Welcome to Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation 
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are 
very excited to have you worshiping the Lord with us this morning. You are always 
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about Saint 
Michael’s:  

• Our beautiful and historic church building was built in 1906. Unfortunately, 
this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms are located in 
our education building next door.  

• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education 
building.  

• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the 
pews. Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book 
and include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you 
in the future.  

• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any 
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help 
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He 
will be thrilled to meet you! 

We hope that you find Saint Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and 
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

Be Born In Us Today: 
Bringing Salvation 

 

A Service for Christmas Day 
 

 



Order of Service 
 

Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.  
Psalm 85:7 

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Ringing of the Church Bell  Ushers 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Opening Hymn       “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB #379 
 
Invocation  
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 
 

P Today we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. The prophet 
Zechariah foretold the coming of the promised King, who would bring 
salvation to his people: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he” (Zechariah 9:9).  

C Jesus, you are our righteous King. Through your birth, life, death, 
and resurrection, you have brought to us the gift of salvation. 

P The name we love, the name of Jesus, means “God saves” or “salvation.” An 
angel told Joseph to take Mary as his wife and said, “She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:21). 

C Jesus our Lord, you came to save us. Hear our prayers and accept 
our praise as we rejoice today in your birth. 

P The apostle Peter, on trial for preaching the good news about Jesus, said, 
“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

C Jesus, you alone are the way of salvation. 

P The apostle Paul wrote about Jesus’ saving work: “And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name that is above every name, 



C So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:8-11). 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

P Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, we confess that we do not always live according to 
your Word and will. We do not walk in love as Jesus did. Even 
though we have received your gracious gift of salvation, we often 
hesitate to share the good news of Jesus with others. Forgive our 
sins and lead us by your Spirit to walk in your ways.  

P Today we celebrate the grace of God, revealed in the gift of his Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. The Holy Child of Bethlehem was born among us to suffer, die, 
and rise to bring us forgiveness of sins and eternal life. And so, Almighty God 
in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

C We rejoice in the birth of Jesus our Lord! There is no other name 
by which we can be saved.  

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty God, on this joyful day we offer our thanks and praise for the gift of 
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. The Holy Child of Bethlehem was born 
among us to bring us salvation through his humble birth, his perfect life and 
his suffering, death, and resurrection. We confess Jesus as Lord and we love 
his holy name, the name by which we are saved. As we celebrate his birth, 
help us to walk in love as our Lord walked and, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
to share with others the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus. Hear 
our prayers and accept our praise in his holy name. Amen. 

 
Hymn  “What Child Is This” LSB #370 
 
Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 12:2-4 
 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; 
    I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, 
    and he has become my salvation.” 



3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in 
that day: 
“Give thanks to the LORD, 
    call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples, 
    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  Psalm 85 

 
1Lord, you were favorable to your land; 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 
2You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
you covered all their sin.  
 
3You withdrew all your wrath; 
you turned from your hot anger. 
 
4Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
and put away your indignation toward us! 
 
5Will you be angry with us forever? 
Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
 
6Will you not revive us again, 
that your people may rejoice in you? 
 
7Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation. 
 
8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
but let them not turn back to folly. 
 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
that glory may dwell in our land. 
 
10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
righteousness and peace kiss each other. 



11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
 
12Yes, the Lord will give what is good, 
and our land will yield its increase. 
 
13Righteousness will go before him 
and make his footsteps a way. 
 
Epistle Reading   1 Thessalonians 5:8-11 
 

8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live 
with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 
you are doing. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse  John 6:68 
 

 

 

 
Holy Gospel  John 1:1-14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
 



1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not 
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to 
all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon Hymn  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB #380 v. 1, 2 
 
Sermon   
 
Hymn of Response        “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB #380 v. 3 
 
  



Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering (Please sign the attendance books as they are passed) Ushers 
 

If you would like to transition to making your regular tithe or offering online, 
you may do so at www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give 

 
Offertory  Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 
 

 

http://www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give


 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  Matthew 6:9-13 
 



Benediction 
 

P “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

C All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made … 

P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory. 

C Glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:1-3, 14). 

P “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26). 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” LSB #386 
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PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 
 

• Katie Barker 

• Melinda Bennett – Bill Karisch’s Friend 

• Kourtney Burton 

• Erland Carlson – Leann McClain’s Brother 

• Audrey Koenning 

• Theresa Krause – Diana Roeber’s Friend 

• Mary Lehmann 

• Rose Lehmann 

• James Carr – Buddy Smith’s Coworker • Kevin Margeson–Kurtis Hankemeier’s Brother 

• Charlene Franke • Dianna Mitschke – Karen Robbins’ Mother 

• RC Franke • Dwayne Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Myrtle Friemel – Carol Ahlschlager’s Friend • Mary Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Marian Fritsche • Lillian Pietsch 

• Nellie Gonzalez • Victoria Pope – Mark McClain’s Friend 

• Evelyn Haschke • Herbert Roeber – Greg Roeber’s Father 

• Jennifer Harper-Charles & Rose Lehmann’s Daughter • Layne Schramm-Thelma Kieschnik’s Grandson 

• Delores Karisch • Marie Schulz 

• Morgan Ray Karisch 

• Evelyn Kasper – Bill Karisch’s Mother 

• Laverne Schulze 

• Catherine Trevino – Buddy Smith’s 

Coworker’s Daughter 
• Thelma Kieschnik 

• John Kocurek-Irma & Daniel Gersch’s Brother-in-Law 
 

 
 

• Amy Wagner 
 

  

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES: 
 

• Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois 

• Caleb Burton – US Army – Fort Carson, Colorado 

• Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

• Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas  

• Kaleb Pyle – US Army – Fort Bliss, Texas 

• Dylan Robbins – USMC – Newport, Rhode Island 

• Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas 

• Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky  

• Erik Vallejo – Texas National Guard – United States Border 
 

MISSIONARIES:  

 

• Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX 

• John & Jenn Wolf – LCMS Missionaries – Kenya 



THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S: 
 
Sunday, December 25th – Christmas Day 

• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 
Monday, December 26th  

• 6:00pm – Board of Finance – Education Building 
 
Tuesday, December 27th  

• 2:00pm Young @ Heart – Zilss Hall 
 

Saturday, December 31st – New Year’s Eve 

• 7:00pm – New Year’s Eve Service with Communion - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, January 1st – New Year’s Day 

• 9:00am – Worship Service with Communion – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Sunday School/Bible Study – Education Building 

• 11:15am – Christmas Tree Cleanup - Sanctuary 
 

 

 
Explore Epiphany Sunday: “Explore Epiphany Sunday” is an initiative by the 
pastors and congregations involved in supporting Epiphany-Bastrop to 
encourage their members to regularly visit Epiphany. The intent is to show their 
support for the ministry and serve as a sort of critical mass as we invite others 
and grow. What a wonderful encouragement you can be for the congregation at 
Epiphany – Bastrop!  Saint Michael’s is assigned to the first Sunday of every 
month for our “Explore Epiphany Sunday”.  If you would like to participate, 
please plan on attending our service at Saint Michael’s and then skipping the 
Sunday Bible Study to instead caravan with our other members to Epiphany to 
attend their service which takes place at 11:30! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our tradition at Christmas is to place poinsettias in the church. The 
beauty of the poinsettias set the church ablaze in praise and glory of 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

THE POINSETTIAS ARE PLACED IN THE CHURCH BY: 
 
Jerry and Jenny Althaus to the glory of God and in honor of our 
children and grandchildren. 
 
Justin and Samantha Althaus in honor of our children, Adam and 
Addilyn. 
 

Marc and Joycelyn Brand in memory of Marc’s father, Pastor Adolph Brand; mother, Inez Brand; 
brother Timothy Brand; and sister, Rhoda House. 
 
Janet Campbell in loving memory of her parents and sister, Barbara. 
 
Casey and Jenny Fajkus in loving memory of James and Josie Zoch, Melvin and Frances Zoch, Mervin 
and Caroline Dube, Emil and Rita Fajkus, and Louis and Evelyn Svoboda. 
 
Iris Franke, Gina Sanders, and Coleen Smiley in memory of James Franke and Traugott and Tillie 
Franke. 
 
Debbie Graham in memory of her mother, sister, and brother. 
 
Mirlyn Griffin to the glory of God for all her blessings and in memory of loved ones. 
 
Cindy and Scott Hielscher in honor of the birth of Jesus Christ and in memory of their parents and 
grandparents who are celebrating in heaven. 
 
Pastor Nate and Candice Hill in thanksgiving to God for St. Michael’s. 
 
Ron and Darline Kaiser to the glory of God and in memory of family members and friends who passed 
away this year. 
 
Bill and Pat Karisch in memory of each of the members of their families that have preceded them to glory. 
 
Morgan Ray and Delores Karisch in honor to God for 55 years of blessings and a wonderful family. 
 
Mildred Kasper in memory of loved ones. 
 
The Kipp Family in loving memory of Marvin Kipp, their beloved husband and father and James Kipp, 
their wonderful brother. 
 
Ronnie Kleiber in loving memory of his wife Mattie Kleiber. 
 
Delton and Elna Koenning for the celebration of family and the birth of Christ. 
 
Roger and Dorothy Loewe in honor of their family. 
 
Laura Matthijetz for God’s many blessings and in memory of loved ones. 
 
Mark and Leann McClain to the glory of the Christ Child and in loving memory of Mark’s parents, Bill 
and Betty McClain, and his brother Richard. 
 
Bobby Miertschin to the glory of God and in honor of his daughter Amy and grandson Austin. 
 



Dianna Mitschke in honor of Clarence Mitschke. 
 
Jeanette Mitschke in memory of Rudie Lee Mitschke, Rudy and Wanda Mitschke, and Otto and Alma 
Kappler. 
 
Evelyn Parker in memory of loved ones. 
 
Betty Richter and Donald Noack in memory of their loved ones. 
 
Raymond and Marie Schulz in loving memory of their parents, August and Lydia Noack and Martin and 
Esther Schulz and in memory of their children, Steven and Diana. 
 
Wayne and Peggy Smith in honor of Christ’s birth. 
 
Garry and Cassandra Synatschk in loving memory of Garry Synatschk, Sr. and Shannon Synatschk,  
Martin and Alma Kilian, and Jackie Clem. 
 
Doug and Sharon Teinert in memory of Milton Koenning and in honor of Audrey Koenning. In honor of 
Delton and Elna Koenning, and Mildred Kasper. 
 
Darlene Warren in memory of Charlie Warren, and Werner and Tillie Albrecht. 
 
Kirt Watts and Jordan, Shawn, Parker, and Chandler Davis in loving memory of Tammi Watts. 
 
Kenneth and Mary Watts in loving memory of their parents, Milton and Esther Pampell and Cloice and 
Myrl Watts. 
 
Angeline Zoch in loving memory of Elmo Zoch. 
 
Barry and Sandy Zoch in memory of their parents, Ben and Agnes Niesner, 
and Elmo Zoch. 
 
Missy Zoch in loving memory of her Papa and Memaw. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



Welcome to Saint Michael’s! 

 
We are glad to have had you at our church to worship 
Jesus Christ with us this morning! 
 
At Saint Michael’s we exist to Worship God, Love One 
Another, and Serve All People.   
 
You are always welcome in our church and among our 
congregation.  If you are looking for a church home or are 
interested in learning more about Jesus and the salvation 
that he freely gives, we would love to get to speak with 

you in more depth.  Feel free to reach out to me this morning, or if it is more 
convenient, to contact me via email at pastor@stmichaelswinchester.org or via 
cell phone at (979) 966-8036. 
 
Our regular Sunday Worship Service takes place at 9:00 am each week in our 
sanctuary followed by Adult Bible Study and Children’s Sunday School from 
10:15-11:15 am.  You are also invited to attend our New Year’s Eve Service at 7:00 
pm. 
 
In addition to our worship services, free and confidential Christian counseling is 
offered to all individuals and couples who would like spiritual guidance in their 
lives or marriages. 
 
For more information about our church and to access archived bulletins and 
audio recordings of our worship services, visit our church website at 
www.stmichaelswinchester.org. 
 
It is our sincere desire to serve you in any need that you might have and to show 
you the love of Christ which he has shown to us. 
 
If I can be of help to you in any way at all, please contact me! 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Nate Hill 
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