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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: 
Welcome to Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation 
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are 
very excited to have you worshiping the Lord with us this morning. You are always 
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about Saint 
Michael’s:  

• Our beautiful and historic church building was built in 1906. Unfortunately, 
this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms are located in 
our education building next door.  

• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education 
building.  

• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the 
pews. Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book 
and include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you 
in the future.  

• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any 
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help 
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He 
will be thrilled to meet you! 

We hope that you find Saint Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and 
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
DIVINE SERVICE  

SETTING TWO  
WITH COMMUNION 

 
Prelude  Selected Music 
 
Ringing of the Church Bell  Ushers 
 
Welcome and Greeting  Pastor 
 
Opening Hymn      “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” LSB #356 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; (18:20) 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
Introit  Read Together 

Psalm 130:5-8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 
 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 



more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

and with him is plentiful redemption. 
And he will redeem Israel 

from all his iniquities. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
 
Kyrie  Mark 10:47 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast” Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 
 



 

 
 
 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day  2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 

  
 

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the 
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 7:10-17 
 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good. 16For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be 
deserted. 17The LORD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your 
father’s house such days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed 
from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Psalm  Psalm 24 

 
1The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein, 



 
2for he has founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the rivers. 
 
3Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
And who shall stand in his holy place? 
 

4He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
and does not swear deceitfully. 
 

5He will receive blessing from the LORD 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
 

6Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
 

7Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 
 

8Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle! 
 

9Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And lift them up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in. 
 

10Who is this King of glory? 
The LORD of hosts, 
he is the King of glory! 
 
Epistle Reading   Romans 1:1-7 
 
1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of 
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for 



the sake of his name among all the nations, 6including you who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 
            7To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 
            Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse  John 6:68 
 

 

 

 
Holy Gospel  Matthew 1:18-25 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
  

 
  
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
     and they shall call his name Immanuel” 



(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
Children’s Message  Pastor 
 
Hymn of the Day          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB #357 
 
Sermon “Jesus and Joseph” Rev. Nate Hill 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
     the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  
     glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering (Please sign the attendance books as they are passed) Ushers 
 

If you would like to transition to making your regular tithe or offering online, 
you may do so at www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give 

 
Offertory 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give


 

 

 

 
 

 
Important Information about Holy Communion Today 

 
Today, we will celebrate Holy Communion, where Jesus Christ offers us his true body and true 
blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins.  This Sacrament is also an expression of the unity 
in faith, doctrine, and practice of those who receive it together. 
 
If you are a confirmed member in good standing of this or another LCMS congregation, we welcome 
you to commune with us today.  However, if you are uncertain about our beliefs and practices 
surrounding Holy Communion, we ask that you refrain from communing today.  If you have 
questions, please let Pastor Nate know.  He would be happy to meet with you to talk about the 
blessings of church membership and Holy Communion! 
 
For those who are sensitive to alcohol, the cups in the center of the communion tray contain water 
with one drop of wine added. 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface 
 

 

  2 Timothy 4:22 



 

 (Colossians 3:1) 

 

 (Psalm 136) 
 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross.   

  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  Matthew 6:9-13 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;  
  Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

 

 

 
Agnus Dei  John 1:29 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Distribution Hymns   
  
 “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” LSB #350 
 “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” LSB #355 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB #361 
 
Post-Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord” 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-Communion Collect  
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 
Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 
 

 
 
 

Announcements  Pastor 
 

Closing Hymn “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB #332 
 

Postlude  Selected Music 



PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S 
 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS: 
 

• Katie Barker 

• Melinda Bennett – Bill Karisch’s Friend 

• Kourtney Burton 

• Erland Carlson – Leann McClain’s Brother 

• Audrey Koenning 

• Theresa Krause – Diana Roeber’s Friend 

• Mary Lehmann 

• Rose Lehmann 

• James Carr – Buddy Smith’s Coworker • Kevin Margeson–Kurtis Hankemeier’s Brother 

• Charlene Franke • Dianna Mitschke – Karen Robbins’ Mother 

• RC Franke • Dwayne Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Myrtle Friemel – Carol Ahlschlager’s Friend • Mary Patterson-James Franke Family’s Friend 

• Marian Fritsche • Lillian Pietsch 

• Nellie Gonzalez • Victoria Pope – Mark McClain’s Friend 

• Evelyn Haschke • Herbert Roeber – Greg Roeber’s Father 

• Jennifer Harper-Charles & Rose Lehmann’s Daughter • Layne Schramm-Thelma Kieschnik’s Grandson 

• Delores Karisch • Marie Schulz 

• Morgan Ray Karisch 

• Evelyn Kasper – Bill Karisch’s Mother 

• Laverne Schulze 

• Catherine Trevino – Buddy Smith’s 

Coworker’s Daughter 
• Thelma Kieschnik 

• John Kocurek-Irma & Daniel Gersch’s Brother-in-Law 
 

 
 

• Amy Wagner 
 

  

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES: 
 

• Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois 

• Caleb Burton – US Army – Fort Carson, Colorado 

• Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

• Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas  

• Kaleb Pyle – US Army – Fort Bliss, Texas 

• Dylan Robbins – USMC – Newport, Rhode Island 

• Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas 

• Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky  

• Erik Vallejo – Texas National Guard – United States Border 
 

MISSIONARIES:  

 

• Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX 

• John & Jenn Wolf – LCMS Missionaries – Kenya 



THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S: 
 
Sunday, December 18th   

• 9:00am – Worship Service with Communion – Sanctuary 

• 10:15am – Bible Study – Education Building 

• 10:15am – Christmas Program Practice – Sanctuary 

• 1:00pm – Christmas Caroling  
 
Wednesday, December 21st  

• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building 

• 6:00pm – Christmas Program Practice 

• 7:00pm – Advent Midweek Service – Sanctuary 
 
Saturday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 

• 5:45pm – Arrival for Program Kids – Education Building 

• 6:00pm – Christmas Eve Service - Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, December 25th – Christmas Day 

• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 

 

 
Thank You! Dear St. Michael’s Family, Thank you for the lovely Mexican 
Enchilada Casserole. It was a comforting meal during a busy and trying time. 
Thank you for all the love and support you have shown me and my family since 
James’ tragic death. Your continued prayers are a great comfort. 
       Love, Cindy Kipp and Family 
 

 
Rehearsals for Children’s Christmas Eve Program: At this year’s 
Christmas Eve Service, we will once again be blessed to enjoy a program put on 
by the children of our congregation. If you would like your child or grandchild to 
participate, please plan on having them attend all rehearsals for the children’s 
program. Rehearsals will take place during the Sunday School Hour each week 
and began November 20th. There will also be a final rehearsal at 6:00pm on 
Wednesday, December 21st. In order to ensure that the children are well-prepared 
for their songs and speaking parts, attendance at each of the December rehearsals 
is mandatory. Please contact Amanda Hart at 979-540-0600 or another member 
of the Board of Education for more information. 



Christmas Caroling: Please make plans to join us for an afternoon of bringing 
Christmas Joy and Spirit through song to our elderly brothers and sisters in 
Christ who reside in local care facilities or at their homes.  Our annual Christmas 
Caroling event has been scheduled for TODAY, Sunday, December 18.  We will 
meet in the Church parking lot at 1:00 PM, and a meal will be served in the 
Fellowship Hall when we return.  If you plan to attend, or have any questions, 
please contact Roland at 979-966-9397 or Robbie at 979-639-1220, by December 
15.  HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING!!!!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Shadow Days   
Shadow days are a great opportunity for prospective students to follow us for a 
day and experience what FLHS is all about.  8th Grade parents, call us today at 
(979) 242-2889 to set up a shadow day for your child.  
 
Raffle Items  
The Spring Raffle is just around the corner.  The Board of Directors is currently 
looking for valuable items or monetary donations to be used in the raffle.  Please 
contact Nikki Kueck if you have something to donate!  Thank you! 
 
End of Year Giving 
In Proverbs 2:6, God’s Word promises: "The LORD gives wisdom; from his 
mouth comes knowledge and understanding." Faith Lutheran High School exists 
to instill Christ’s wisdom in His Word to prepare faithful leaders for tomorrow. 
Thank you for being a part of this mission through your prayers and financial 
support. Please prayerfully consider how you can give to further Lutheran 
education in our area. Matching funds are currently available to us from some 
gracious private donors, so please help us take full advantage of this opportunity.  
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Mrs. Nikki Kueck at (979) 242-
2889. 
 
Thank you!  
Everyone at FLHS is blessed by each gift that we receive from our supporters. It's 
not about the size of the gift, but the cheerful attitude that gives thanks to God (2 
Corinthians 9:7). Whether your gift seems big or small, it is greatly appreciated 
and makes a bigger impact than you know! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our tradition at Christmas is to place poinsettias in the church. The 
beauty of the poinsettias set the church ablaze in praise and glory of 
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

THE POINSETTIAS ARE PLACED IN THE CHURCH BY: 
 
Jerry and Jenny Althaus to the glory of God and in honor of our 
children and grandchildren. 
 
Justin and Samantha Althaus in honor of our children, Adam and 
Addilyn. 
 

Marc and Joycelyn Brand in memory of Marc’s father, Pastor Adolph Brand; mother, Inez Brand; 
brother Timothy Brand; and sister, Rhoda House. 
 
Janet Campbell in loving memory of her parents and sister, Barbara. 
 
Casey and Jenny Fajkus in loving memory of James and Josie Zoch, Melvin and Frances Zoch, Mervin 
and Caroline Dube, Emil and Rita Fajkus, and Louis and Evelyn Svoboda. 
 
Iris Franke, Gina Sanders, and Coleen Smiley in memory of James Franke and Traugott and Tillie 
Franke. 
 
Debbie Graham in memory of her mother, sister, and brother. 
 
Mirlyn Griffin to the glory of God for all her blessings and in memory of loved ones. 
 
Cindy and Scott Hielscher in honor of the birth of Jesus Christ and in memory of their parents and 
grandparents who are celebrating in heaven. 
 
Pastor Nate and Candice Hill in thanksgiving to God for St. Michael’s. 
 
Ron and Darline Kaiser to the glory of God and in memory of family members and friends who passed 
away this year. 
 
Bill and Pat Karisch in memory of each of the members of their families that have preceded them to glory. 
 
Morgan Ray and Delores Karisch in honor to God for 55 years of blessings and a wonderful family. 
 
Mildred Kasper in memory of loved ones. 
 
The Kipp Family in loving memory of Marvin Kipp, their beloved husband and father and James Kipp, 
their wonderful brother. 
 
Ronnie Kleiber in loving memory of his wife Mattie Kleiber. 
 
Delton and Elna Koenning for the celebration of family and the birth of Christ. 
 
Roger and Dorothy Loewe in honor of their family. 
 
Laura Matthijetz for God’s many blessings and in memory of loved ones. 
 
Mark and Leann McClain to the glory of the Christ Child and in loving memory of Mark’s parents, Bill 
and Betty McClain, and his brother Richard. 
 
Bobby Miertschin to the glory of God and in honor of his daughter Amy and grandson Austin. 



Dianna Mitschke in honor of Clarence Mitschke. 
 
Jeanette Mitschke in memory of Rudie Lee Mitschke, Rudy and Wanda Mitschke, and Otto and Alma 
Kappler. 
 
Evelyn Parker in memory of loved ones. 
 
Betty Richter and Donald Noack in memory of their loved ones. 
 
Raymond and Marie Schulz in loving memory of their parents, August and Lydia Noack and Martin and 
Esther Schulz and in memory of their children, Steven and Diana. 
 
Wayne and Peggy Smith in honor of Christ’s birth. 
 
Garry and Cassandra Synatschk in loving memory of Garry Synatschk, Sr. and Shannon Synatschk,  
Martin and Alma Kilian, and Jackie Clem. 
 
Doug and Sharon Teinert in memory of Milton Koenning and in honor of Audrey Koenning. In honor of 
Delton and Elna Koenning, and Mildred Kasper. 
 
Darlene Warren in memory of Charlie Warren, and Werner and Tillie Albrecht. 
 
Kirt Watts and Jordan, Shawn, Parker, and Chandler Davis in loving memory of Tammi Watts. 
 
Kenneth and Mary Watts in loving memory of their parents, Milton and Esther Pampell and Cloice and 
Myrl Watts. 
 
Angeline Zoch in loving memory of Elmo Zoch. 
 
Barry and Sandy Zoch in memory of their parents, Ben and Agnes Niesner, 
and Elmo Zoch. 
 
Missy Zoch in loving memory of her Papa and Memaw. 
 
 
 

 


