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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS: 
Welcome to Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation 
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are 
very excited to have you worshiping the Lord with us this evening. You are always 
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about Saint 
Michael’s:  

• Our beautiful and historic church building was built in 1906. Unfortunately, 
this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms are located in 
our education building next door.  

• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education 
building.  

• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the 
pews. Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book 
and include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you 
in the future.  

• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any 
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help 
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this evening. He 
will be thrilled to meet you! 

We hope that you find Saint Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we 
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and 
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Be Born In Us Today 

A Series of Services for Advent 
 

Week 3: 
Bringing Guidance 

 



Order of Service 
 

For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name’s sake you lead me 
and guide me. 

Psalm 31:3 
 
Opening Hymn   “Arise, O Christian People” LSB #354 
 
Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

(The first, second, and third Advent candles are lit.) 
 

P We light the third candle on the Advent wreath as a bright light that reminds 
us of the guidance we have in God’s Word and in our Savior Jesus, the Word 
made flesh. The prophet Isaiah spoke of a highway prepared by God, the Way 
of holiness: “The redeemed shall walk there” (Isaiah 35:8-9).  

C Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. You were born to 
redeem us. Through faith in your name we walk the Way of 
holiness. 

P Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

C Holy Child of Bethlehem, be born in us today. You alone are the 
way of salvation. In the power of the Spirit, guide us according to 
the truth of your Word. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

P Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

C Almighty God, you have given us the Way to follow, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. You have given us your Word to teach us the Way of 
salvation and to guide us in lives of service to you. We confess that 
we often turn away from that guidance and follow our own sinful, 
selfish ways. We listen to the temptations of the world instead of 
keeping your Word. Have mercy on us and forgive us.  

P In mercy, God sent his Son into the world to be our Savior. Jesus took our sins 
onto himself and carried them to the cross, where he suffered the penalty of 
death in our place. I announce to you that your sins are forgiven in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

C Lord God, guide our feet in the way of peace!  



Hymn  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB #361 v. 4 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty God, you have given us the gift of your holy Word. In its sacred 
pages we learn of your mighty acts of power and your promise of the Messiah 
as proclaimed through the prophets. In the written Word we see that promise 
fulfilled in the birth, life, death, and resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the Word made flesh. As we follow our Lord in faith, we find comfort, hope, 
and guidance through the Holy Scriptures. Help us by your Spirit to grow 
stronger in faith as we read and study the Scriptures to learn all that you have 
done for us. Guide us according to your will. Hear our prayer and accept our 
praise in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Hymn  “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB #349 v. 1, 2 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Hymn  “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB #349 v. 3, 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament Reading   Psalm 31 
 
1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame; 
    in your righteousness deliver me! 
2Incline your ear to me; 
    rescue me speedily! 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
    a strong fortress to save me! 
3For you are my rock and my fortress; 
    and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me; 
4you take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 
    for you are my refuge. 
5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
    you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
6I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 
    but I trust in the LORD. 
7I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, 
    because you have seen my affliction; 
    you have known the distress of my soul, 
8and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 
    you have set my feet in a broad place. 
9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
    my eye is wasted from grief; 
    my soul and my body also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, 
    and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my iniquity, 
    and my bones waste away. 
11Because of all my adversaries I have become a reproach, 
    especially to my neighbors, 
and an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
    those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12I have been forgotten like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— 
    terror on every side!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
    as they plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O LORD; 
    I say, “You are my God.” 
15My times are in your hand; 



    rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 
16Make your face shine on your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love! 
17O LORD, let me not be put to shame, 
    for I call upon you; 
let the wicked be put to shame; 
    let them go silently to Sheol. 
18Let the lying lips be mute, 
    which speak insolently against the righteous 
    in pride and contempt. 
19Oh, how abundant is your goodness, 
    which you have stored up for those who fear you 
and worked for those who take refuge in you, 
    in the sight of the children of mankind! 
20In the cover of your presence you hide them 
    from the plots of men; 
you store them in your shelter 
    from the strife of tongues. 
21Blessed be the LORD, 
    for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 
    when I was in a besieged city. 
22I had said in my alarm,  
    “I am cut off from your sight.” 
But you heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 
    when I cried to you for help. 
23Love the LORD, all you his saints! 
    The LORD preserves the faithful 
    but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 
24Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
    all you who wait for the LORD! 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Reading    2 Corinthians 2:14-17 
 

14But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, 
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15For 
we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing, 16to one a fragrance from death to death, to the 
other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17For we are 



not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Reading    Luke 1:67-79 
 
67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
   74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
   75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon Hymn  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB #347 v. 1, 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon   
 

“Up-Hill” by Christina Rossetti 
 

Does the road wind up-hill all the way? 
Yes, to the very end. 

Will the day’s journey take the whole long day? 
From morn to night, my friend. 

 
But is there for the night a resting-place? 

A roof for when the slow dark hours begin. 
May not the darkness hide it from my face? 

You cannot miss that inn. 
 

Shall I meet other wayfarers at night? 
Those who have gone before. 

Then must I knock, or call when just in sight? 
They will not keep you standing at that door. 

 
Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak? 

Of labour you shall find the sum. 
Will there be beds for me and all who seek? 

Yea, beds for all who come. 
 
Hymn of Response “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB #347 v. 3, 4 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Offering (Please sign the attendance books as they are passed) Ushers 
 

If you would like to transition to making your regular tithe or offering online, 
you may do so at www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give 

 
Prayers 
 

P Lord and Savior, hear our prayers on behalf of those who are suffering from 
illness and loss and for those who are struggling in their relationship with you 
and with others. Lead them to search the Scriptures for the comfort and 
guidance that you alone can give. Holy Child of Bethlehem,  

C Be born in us today. Strengthen us through the study of your Word 
so that we, in turn, may give strength and hope to others. 

P Lord and Savior, in the Scriptures we read the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
who foretold that God would establish a Way of holiness, a place for the 
redeemed to walk. Through faith in your name, we walk that holy Way with 
joy! Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

C Be born in us today. Guide our feet in the way of peace! 

P Lord and Savior, you announced that you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
You are the Way of holiness proclaimed by the prophet. You alone are the 
Way to the Father. Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

C Be born in us today. Grant us grace to follow you each day. In you 
alone we have forgiveness, life, and salvation. Lead us by the power 
of the Holy Spirit as we seek the guidance of your holy Word. 

P Holy Savior, Lord of all nations, hear our prayer and accept our grateful 
praise. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 

P “And a highway shall be there, and it shall called the Way of Holiness … 

C The redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads” (Isaiah 35:8-10). 

P “May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The 
Lord be with you all” (2 Thessalonians 3:16). 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB #357 
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