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NOTES ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE:
Our service today will take place in the sanctuary. We ask that you only participate
in the service in the sanctuary if you are free of any COVID-19 related symptoms
and have not been exposed to anyone with COVID-19. All who participate in the
sanctuary are asked to sanitize their hands upon entry, wear a mask for the entirety
of the service, and leave at least six feet of lateral space in each pew between
groups. Every other row has been marked off for increased distancing between
groups.
For those who would prefer to continue to participate in the service from their
vehicles, you are able to do so. Please park on the east side of the church building
and you will be provided with a bulletin.
•
•

•

By tuning your car radio to 93.1 FM, you will be able to hear the service
taking place inside. Please participate fully in the congregational responses,
singing, and prayers!
In order to register your attendance with us today, please fill out the
attendance sheet on the back cover of your bulletin. You will tear this page
off and hand it in with the offering. An usher will come to collect the
offering and attendance sheets from you during the final hymn.
The Adult Bible Study will be broadcast over the FM transmitter on the
same frequency used during the service. If you would like to listen in on
the Bible Study but do not want to enter the sanctuary, you are welcome to
do so from your vehicle.

MISSION STATEMENT:
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

DIVINE SERVICE
SETTING TWO
Prelude
Ringing of the Church Bell
Welcome and Greeting

Selected Music
Ushers

Opening Hymn

“Let All Together Praise Our God”

6 He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

LSB #389

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013216.
Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
C Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit

Read Together
Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Kyrie

Mark 10:47

Hymn of Praise

“Gloria in Excelsis”

Salutation and Collect of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22

P Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

10I

will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet,
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all the kings your glory,
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
1Praise

the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are the works of the Lord,
studied by all who delight in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.

Psalm 111

5He

provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
6He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;
8they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!
10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!
Epistle Reading

Galatians 4:4-7

4But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave,
but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68

Holy Gospel

Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
22

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day

“O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild”

LSB #546

Public domain

Sermon

“Promoted from Slaves to Sons”
Galatians 4:4-7

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

Rev. Nate Hill

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Pastor
“All My Heart Again Rejoices”

LSB #360

Those participating in the service from their vehicles will have an usher approach their
vehicle during the closing hymn to collect the offering and attendance sheet.

5 Softly from His lowly manger
Jesus calls
One and all,
“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that grieve you
You are freed;
All you need
I will surely give you.”

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness!
One and all,
Great and small,
Come with songs of gladness.
We shall live with Him forever
There on high
In that joy
Which will vanish never.
Public domain

Postlude

Offering

Ushers

The offering will be collected today as you exit the church building. Please
consider transitioning to making your regular tithe or offering online at
www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give

Please also fill out the attendance register on the back page of your bulletin, tear
it off and place it into the offering basket.
If you will be joining us for the Adult Bible Study in the Sanctuary, please
remain in your seat.
The Adult Bible Study will be broadcast over the FM transmitter on the same
frequency used during the service. If you would like to listen in on the Bible
Study but do not want to enter the sanctuary, you are welcome to do so from
your vehicle.

PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marie Ashutabi
Megan Hart Burch
Sherry Cook
Charlene Franke
RC Franke
Marian Fritsche
Kathy Griffin
Larry Griffin
Tracy Griffin
Anna Jakobeit
Delores Karisch
Morgan Ray Karisch
Thelma Kieschnik
Bea Kilian

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marie Kilian
Audrey Koenning
Rose Lehmann
Kevin Margeson
Mark McClain
Roy Medack
Jodi Miller
James Nawara
Lillian Pietsch
Raymond Schulz
Barbara Spence
Amy Wagner
Sandy Zoch
Thelma Zoch

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois
Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Wainwright, Alaska
Kevin Gonzalez – US Marines – San Francisco, California
Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas
Damien Hernandez – US Marines – San Diego, California
Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas
Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky

MISSIONARIES:
•

Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S:
Sunday, December 27th
• 9:00am –Worship Service – Sanctuary and Parking Lot
• 10:15am – Adult Bible Study – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Children’s Sunday School – Education Building
Monday, December 28th
• 6:00pm – Board of Finance – Education Building
Thursday, December 31st
• 7:00pm – New Years’ Eve Service with Communion – Sanctuary and
Parking Lot
Sunday, December January 3rd (Installation of Officers and Board
Members)
• 9:00am –Worship Service with Communion– Sanctuary and Parking Lot
• 10:15am – Adult Bible Study – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Children’s Sunday School – Education Building
• 1:00pm – Confirmation – Education Building
• 4:00pm – All Boards Meeting and Training – Saint Michael’s Park
• 5:00pm – Elders – Saint Michael’s Park
• 5:00pm – Christmas Tree Clean Up – Sanctuary

Offering Envelopes: The 2021 offering envelopes are now available at the back
of the church. Please be sure to pick yours up.
Office Hours: Amanda Behrens will be in the office next week Monday,
December 28th – December 29th from 9:30am – 3:30pm. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact the office at 979-242-3444 or email at
secretary@stmichaelswinchester.org.
Sunday School: Today’s Sunday School lesson is “Moses and the Plagues.”
Through a series of horrific plagues, God punished the Egyptians for their sinful
treatment of His people and freed His people from bondage. Through His horrific
suffering and death on the cross, Jesus took the punishment for our sin and freed

us from sin’s bondage. Ask your children, “What does it mean to be freed from
the slavery of sin? Tell about the plagues and talk about the power of God
Almighty.”
Wednesday Bible Class: Due to the upcoming holiday, the Wednesday Adult
Bible Class will not meet on December 30th. The class will resume on January
6th!
Flower Chart: The 2021 flower chart is in the back of the narthex, please feel
free to sign up. If you have any questions, please feel free to call Amanda Behrens
in the church office and she will help you.
Poinsettias: If you ordered a Christmas Poinsettia please be sure to pick them
up on January 3rd after worship.
Installation of Officers and Board Members: Next Sunday, January 3rd
during our Worship Service Saint Michael’s Officers and Board Members will be
installed. If you are newly elected or continuing your service, please make plans
to attend.
All Boards Meeting and Training: Our annual All Boards Meeting and
Training will take place next Sunday, January 3rd at 4:00 pm at Saint Michael’s
Park. All board members and officers should plan on attending this meeting. At
the meeting we will go over everyone’s duties and responsibilities and will also set
calendar items for the year.
Historic Church Window Preservation Project: Work to repair and
preserve our historic church windows has been completed! The total cost of the
project was $63,159. To help defray the costs of this important project, we are
asking members of the congregation to consider making a generous donation to
help cover the cost. A contribution of any amount would be greatly appreciated,
but the following contribution amounts will be acknowledged on a
commemorative plaque in honor or memory of the person or thing of your
choice:

•
•
•

$3,500 – The amount equal to the cost of preserving one window
$1,750 – The amount equal to half the cost of preserving of one window
$875 – The amount equal to a quarter of the cost of preserving one
window
Contributions will be accepted until February 1st and can be made by writing
“Church Window Project” in the memo line of a check written to Saint
Michael’s. If you have any questions or would like more information, please
contact Marceil Prestridge at 832-567-8636.

December 27th 2020

