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NOTES ABOUT TODAYôS W ORSHIP SERVICE : 
 
Our service today will take place in the sanctuary.  We ask that you only participate 
in the service in the sanctuary if you are free of any COVID-19 related symptoms 
and have not been exposed to anyone with COVID-19.  All who participate in the 
sanctuary are asked to sanitize their hands upon entry, wear a mask for the entirety 
of the service, and leave at least six feet of lateral space in each pew between 
groups.  Every other row has been marked off for increased distancing between 
groups. 
 
For those who would prefer to continue to participate in the service from thei r 
vehicles, you are able to do so.  Please park on the east side of the church building 
and you will be provided with a bulletin.  
 

¶ By tuning your car radio to 93.1 FM, you will be able to hear the service 
taking place inside.  Please participate fully in the congregational responses, 
singing, and prayers! 

¶ In order to register your attendance with us today, please fill out the 
attendance sheet on the back cover of your bulletin.  You will tear this page 
off and hand it in with the offering.   An usher will come to collect the 
offering and attendance sheets from you during the final hymn.  

 

 

M ISSION STATEMENT :  
Saint Michaelôs Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and 
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

ñPrepare a Placeò 
 

A Service for Christmas Eve 
 

 
 
  



Order of Service  
 

You will find a baby  wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.  
Luke 2:12 

 
Welcome to Worship 
 
Invocation 
 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C  Amen.  
P  Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God! 
C  To us a child is born.  
P  To us a Son is given. 
C  And the government will be on his shoulders.  
P  And he will be calledð 
C  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  
P  For unto you is born today in the city of Davidð 
C  A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!  
 
Hymn ñAngels from the Realms of Gloryò LSB #367 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 
P  On this holy night, merciful Father, hear our confession, for frequently we 
hesitate to turn toward your Son. 

C  Instead we take the forbidden fruit, like Adam and Eve, and hide 
behind the bushes.  

P  We take advantage of others, while mouthing pious words. 
C  We take your blessings for granted, living with thankless hearts. 
P  We take vengeance upon those who hurt us, promising retaliation. 
C  We take life into our own hands, ignoring your holy will. 
P  We take refuge and satisfaction in sin, spurning your commandments. 
C  We take hold of our possessions, refusing to let them go. 
P  We take part in sinful conversations, oblivious as to how they break your 
heart.   

C  Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
P  Luke writes in tonightôs gospel lesson, ñFor unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lordò (Luke 2:11). Jesus your Savior 
took your place in the manger and upon the cross. As the Christ and Lord, 
Jesus took all of your sin, shame and brokenness. I announce to you the 
complete and full pardon of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. For unto you is born today in the city of Davidð 

C  A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
 
 
 



Prayer of the  Day  
 
P  Almighty God, you gave your only Son to take our human nature upon himself 

and to be born of a virgin. Grant that we may rejoice in this Christmas giftð
ñFor unto you is born today in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lordò; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
2The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shined. 

3You have multiplied the nation; 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

4For the yoke of his burden, 
and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

6For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
A  This is the Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  



Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
 

5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with 
ourselves as your servants for Jesusô sake. 6For God, who said, ñLet light shine out 
of darkness,ò has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
A  This is the Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Reading  Luke 2:1-20 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the 
angel said to them, ñFear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.ò 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14ñGlory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!ò 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ñLet us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.ò 16And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
 



A  This is the Word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
 
Sermon Hymn ñAngels We Have Heard on Highò LSB#368 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
Sermon  Rev. Nate Hill 
 
The Apostlesô Creed  
 
C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth.  
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
     born of the virgin Mary,  
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,  



     was crucified, died and was buried.  
     He descended into hell.  
     The third day He rose again from the dead.  
     He ascended into heaven  
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
     From the nce He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
     the holy Christian Church,  
          the communion of saints,  
     the forgiveness of sins,  
     the resurrection of the body,  
     and the life T  everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers 
 
P  Dear Lord Jesus, you came from eternity into time and spaceðnot as a 
metaphor or myth, fable or taleðbut to bear our sin and be our Savior. We 
sing to you with all the humility and joy we can muster, ñBorn that man no 
more may die, born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.ò 
We praise, bless and adore you as we embrace the hymn of the angels. For 
unto you is born today in the city of Davidð 

C  A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
P  Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you that Luke took such great care to detail the 
history of your birthðone of the greatest details is the lowliness of your birth. 
Any other kingðlike Caesar Augustusðwouldôve come with great fanfare and 
a royal entourage. But you came into our world in profound weakness. ñNo 
room in the innò wasnôt an insult to you; it was your choice, your plan, the way 
of the gospel. We rejoice with the angels who announced: For unto you is born 
today in the city of Davidð 

C  A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
P  Dear Lord Jesus, you didnôt consider equality with God something to be 
protected or hoarded. Rather, you made yourself nothing, becoming one of us. 
And with measureless love and indescribable compassion, you died in our 
place upon the cross. Thank you for these angelic lyrics. For unto you is born 
today in the city of Davidð 

C  A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
P  Dear Lord Jesus, we long for the Day when every knee will bow and every 
tongue will confess that you are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. But on 
this Christmas Eve, we humble ourselves, in quietness and stillness, 
gratefulness and peace. We pray in your merciful and mighty name, Jesus.  

C  Amen. 
 



___________________________________________________  
 

ABCôs of Christmas ï A Child renôs Program 
 

Come in, sit down. Weôre glad youôre here. We want to share a story with you. 
Itôs a story you might know well; one you may have heard before. Tonight, we 

want to tell you this story with something else we know well, our alphabet.  
 
A  is for an angel, Gabriel, who began the story saying to Mary: ñGreetings, O 

favored one, the Lord is with you!ò Luke 1:28 
 
B is for Bethlehem, where our story takes place. People traveled from far and 
wide to arrive in the city; it was a very busy place. 

 
C is for a census (thatôs a counting of all the people) the reason so many people 
filled the city of Bethlehem. 

 
D is for the donkey that carried a family on their long journey to Bethlehem to 
be counted. 

 
E is for exhausted, thatôs how everyone felt when they arrived ï tired from all 
the travelling. 

 
F is for family: Mary and Joseph and their new baby Jesus, who was born that 
night in Bethlehem. 

 
Children  ñAway in a Mangerò LSB #364 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,  

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.  

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.  

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 



G is for the Good News about to be shared with all the earth. This is what was 
said: 

 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the 
angel said to them, ñFear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.ò And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 
ñGlory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!ò 
 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ñLet us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.ò And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.ò Luke 2:8-16 
 
H  is for herds, all the animals that were present in the stable, and the flocks of 

sheep in the field with the shepherds when they heard the good news. 
 
I  is for our imaginations, stirred by this story!  
 
J is for joy the excitement and happiness that a new baby, and now, this special 
night brings. 

 
K is for kindness, shown by the innkeeper that night, allowing a tired family to 
stay in the stable when there was no room in the inn. 

 
L is for the love we share with one another all through the year and especially at 
Christmas. 

 
M is for the manger, it is usually used to hold food for animals, but this time it 
held the baby because he had no crib. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Children  ñTwinkle, Twinkle Christmas Starò 
Sung 3x  

 
Twinkle, twinkle Christmas sta r , 
Tell the world the Saviorôs born.  
By your glowing light so strong,  

Wise men made their journey long,  
óTil they found where Christ did lay, 

In a manger filled with hay.  
 
N  is for Noel, another word for Christmas. It means new birth, thatôs what 

happened in our story, and it happens every year. 
 
O is for offering, there were many gifts for the baby; we even have some to share 

today! 
 
P is for prayer and praise and pondering, all different ways people reacted the 

amazing thing that happened. We pray and praise and ponder together: 
 
Q is for quiet, the deep peace that Christmas brings ï knowing that God is with 

us. 
 
R is for revelation, God showing us who God is (in a little baby born one night) . 
 
S is for one special star that shone bright in the night showing wise ones the way 

to Jesus. 
 
T is for trust, the confidence we have in God. 
 
Children  ñGo Tell it on the Mountainò LSB #388 
 

Go tell it on the mountain,  
Over the hills and evôrywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain  
That Jesus Christ is born!  

 

While shepherds kept their watching  
Oôer silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light.  Refrain.  

 



The shepherds feared and trembled  
When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Saviorôs birth.  Refrain. 

 

Down in a lonely manger  
The humble Christ was born;  

And God sent us salvation 
That blessèd Christmas morn.  Refrain.  

 
U is for unity, all different peopl e brought together tonight to celebrate Godôs 

love! 
 
V  is for vulnerable, a little child needs to be cared for, protectedïthatôs our job. 
 
W  is for wonder ï our amazement at the beauty of how much God loves us. 
 
X  is for Xmas, the X is actually the symbol for Christ ï it is the first letter of the 

Greek word. 
 
Y is for You! here to celebrate and worship. 
 
Z is for zeal, the passion we have to share the Good News and Godôs love, 

tonight.  
 
________________________________________ ___________  
 
The Candles are Lit   
 

Pastor Nate will light his candle from the Christ Candle in the center of the 
Advent Wreath.  He will then light each one of the ushersô candles.  The ushers 

will proceed down the aisle, lighting the first candle in each pew.  The first 
person then passes the light to the next person.  A lighted candle is never tipped , 
but held upright when giving light to the next person.   Ushers also will go car to 
car in the parking lot.   When all of the candles are lit, the congregation will rise 
and pray the Lordôs Prayer, after which the carol of peace (Silent Night) will be 

sung. 
 
Lordôs Prayer 
 

C  Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name,  



Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen.  

 
Carol of Peace  ñSilent Nightò LSB #363 
 

 

 

 
 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!  
Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,  

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,  
    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.  

  



 

 

 
 
Benediction  
 
P  Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our 

God! 
C  For God, who said, ñLet light shine out of darknessòð 
P  Has shone in our hearts.  
C  To give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God ð 
P  In the face of Jesus Christ. 
C  For unto us is born today in the city of David ða Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord!  
 
Closing Hymn  ñJoy to the Worldò LSB#387 
 

Those participating in the service from their vehicles will have an usher 
approach their vehicle during the closing hymn to collect the offering and 

attendance sheet. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Public domain  

 
By Reed Lessing. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. 
www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  

 
___________________________________________________  
 
The Offering  
 

The offering will be collected today as you exit the church building. Please 
consider transitioning to making your regular tithe or offering online at 

www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give  

 
Please also fill out the attendance register on the back page of your bulletin, tear 

it off and place it into the offering basket.  
  

http://www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give


  



  



Welcome to Saint Michaelôs! 
 
We are glad to have had you at our church to worship 
Jesus Christ with us this evening! 
 
At Saint Michaelôs we exist to Worship God, Love One 
Another, and Serve All People.   
 
You are always welcome in our church and among our 
congregation.  If you are looking for a church home or are 
interested in learning more about Jesus and the salvation 
that he freely gives, we would love to get to speak with 
you in more depth.  Feel free to reach out to me this 

evening, or if it is more convenient, to contact me via email at 
pastor@stmichaelswinchester.org or via cell phone at (979) 966-8036. 
 
Our regular Sunday Worship Service takes place at 9:00 am each week in our 
sanctuary followed by Adult Bible Study and Childrenôs Sunday School from 
10:15-11:15 am.  You are also invited to attend our New Yearôs Eve Service at 7:00 
pm. 
 
In addition to our worship services, free and confidential Christian counseling is 
offered to all individuals and couples who would like spiritual guidance in their 
lives or marriages. 
 
For more information about our church and to access archived bulletins and 
audio recordings of our worship services, visit our church website at 
www.stmichaelswinchester.org. 
 
It is our sincere desire to serve you in any need that you might have and to show 
you the love of Christ which he has shown to us. 
 
If I can be of help to you in any way at all, please contact me! 
 

Merry Christmas,  
Pastor Nate Hill  
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