Sunday, September 13th 2020

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Drive-in Worship Service:
Please Tune Your Car Radio to
93.1 FM

700 Frio Street
Winchester, Texas 78945

Office: 979-242-3444
Pastor’s Cell: 979-966-8036

Rev. Nate Hill – Pastor
Mark McClain – Minister of Music
www.stmichaelswinchester.org
pastor@stmichaelswinchester.org
secretary@stmichaelswinchester.org

Notes about Today’s Drive-in Worship Service:
Worshipping in a “drive-in” format allows us to minimize the risk of the spread of
COVID-19 while still allowing us to receive the gifts of God in Word and Sacrament
together. Here are some notes about the service today:
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

By tuning your car radio to 93.1 FM, you will be able to hear what Pastor
Nate is saying through his microphone and hear the music coming from the
piano. Please participate fully in the congregational responses, singing, and
prayers!
If a restroom is needed, one is available to you in the Education Building.
In order to register your attendance with us today, please fill out the
attendance sheet on the back cover of your bulletin. You will tear this page
off and hand it in with the offering as you exit the parking lot at the
conclusion of the service.
If you will be joining us for the Adult Bible Study in the Sanctuary or for
Children’s Sunday School in the Education Building, you will still exit the
parking lot following service. Once you have crossed over the speed bump,
simply turn right on Frio Street and re-enter the parking lot through the
other entrance. Once all cars have exited, you can then choose anywhere
you would like to park.
When entering the sanctuary for Bible Study, please do not congregate in
the narthex or in the aisles. Please sit only with those in your vehicle’s
group and leave as much distance as possible between groups. Please
sanitize your hands when entering the sanctuary. Masks are required. If
you do not have one, masks are available in the sanctuary.
The Adult Bible Study will be broadcast over the FM transmitter on the
same frequency used during the service. If you would like to listen in on
the Bible Study but do not want to enter the sanctuary, you are welcome to
do so from your vehicle.
Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to speak with you to answer any
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help
in any way that he is able. Please feel free to contact him anytime on his
cellphone at 979-966-8036.

MISSION STATEMENT:
Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

DIVINE SERVICE
SETTING ONE
Prelude

Selected Music

Ringing of the Church Bell

Ushers

Welcome and Greeting

Pastor

Opening Hymn

“I Lay My Sins on Jesus”

LSB #606

Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(John 20:19-23)

C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit

Read Together
Ps. 143:1–2; antiphon: Ps. 143:9
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Kyrie

Hymn of Praise

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout
prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what
we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 50:15-21

15When

Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be
that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he
died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God?
20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I
will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke
kindly to them.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
1Bless

the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
2Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
3who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
4who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
6The Lord works righteousness
and justice for all who are oppressed.
7He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.
8The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
10He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

Psalm 103:1-12

11For

as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Epistle Reading

Romans 14:1-12

1As

for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats
only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let
not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord
is able to make him stand.
5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems
all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in
honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains,
abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to
himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is
written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”
12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse

John 6:68

Holy Gospel Reading

Matthew 18:21-35

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?”
22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.
23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he
should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had
taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”
21

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day

“God Moves in a Mysterious Way”

LSB #765

5 You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.
Public domain

Sermon

“God Meant It for Good”
Genesis 50:15-21

Rev. Nate Hill

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Matthew 6:9-13

Pastor
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”

LSB #685

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013216.
Public domain

Postlude

Offering

Ushers

The offering will be collected today as you exit the church parking lot. Please
consider transitioning to making your regular tithe or offering online at
www.stmichaelswinchester.org/give

Please also fill out the attendance register on the back page of your bulletin, tear
it off and place it into the offering basket.
To ensure everyone leaves the parking lot safely, please do not move your car
until directed to do so by an elder.
If you will be joining us for the Adult Bible Study in the Sanctuary or for
Children’s Sunday School in the Education Building, you will still exit the
parking lot following service. Once you have crossed over the speed bump,
simply turn right on Frio Street and re-enter the parking lot through the other
entrance. Once all cars have exited, you can then choose anywhere you would
like to park.
When entering the sanctuary for Bible Study, please do not congregate in the
narthex or in the aisles. Please sit only with those in your vehicle’s group and
leave as much distance as possible between groups. Please sanitize your hands
when entering the sanctuary. Masks are required. If you do not have one, masks
are available in the sanctuary.
The Adult Bible Study will be broadcast over the FM transmitter on the same
frequency used during the service. If you would like to listen in on the Bible
Study but do not want to enter the sanctuary, you are welcome to do so from
your vehicle.

PRAYERS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Marie Ashutabi
David Brand
Megan Hart Burch
Sherry Cook
Charlene Franke
RC Franke
Tommy Franke
Marian Fritsche
Irma Gersch
Bobbie Hajek
Anna Jakobeit
Delores Karisch
Morgan Ray Karisch
Thelma Kieschnik
Bea Kilian
Marie Kilian
Audrey Koenning

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paige Koudelik-Jones
Rose Lehmann
Kenny Lorenz
Henry Macias
Kevin Margeson
Roy Medack
Jodi Miller
James Nawara
Ross Payne
Lillian Pietsch
Marie Schulz
Frank Schwartz
Reedy Schwartz
Barbara Spence
Amy Wagner
Thelma Zoch

SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois
Warren Evans – US Army – Fort Wainwright, Alaska
Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas
Damien Hernandez – US Marines – San Diego, California
Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas
Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky

MISSIONARIES:
•

Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX

THIS WEEK AT SAINT MICHAEL’S:
Sunday, September 13th
• 9:00am – Drive-in Worship Service – Parking Lot
• 10:15am – Adult Bible Study – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Children’s Sunday School – Education Building
• 1:00pm – Youth Confirmation – Education Building
Monday, September 14th
• 6:00pm – Board of Finance – Education Building
• 7:00pm – Church Council – Education Building
Tuesday, September 15th
• 11:00am – LWML – Education Building
• 7:00pm – Book Club – Zilss Hall
Wednesday, September 16th
• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building
Sunday, September 20th
• 9:00am – Drive-in Worship Service with Communion – Parking Lot
• 10:15am – Adult Bible Study – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Children’s Sunday School – Education Building
• 1:00pm – Youth Confirmation – Education Building
• 4:00pm – 4-H Meeting – Education Building
Worship Format Change Beginning September 27th: Beginning September
27th, Saint Michael’s will begin holding our church services inside the sanctuary
once again. In this new format, those who are comfortable coming into the
sanctuary for church will be welcome to do so. Those who prefer to continue to
participate in worship services from their vehicles will be able to do so as
well. More details about the new service format will be available to you next
week. But if you have any questions or concerns in the meantime, please feel free
to contact Pastor Nate.
Beautification Watering: For the week beginning of September 14th Margaret
Atkins will be in charge of watering. If you notice that something needs to be

watered, please contact the person of the week that is monitoring. If the week
does not work for you, please work it out with someone else.
Sunday School: In Sunday School is this week, students will study the account
of “Abraham and Isaac.” By God’s grace, Abraham didn’t have to make his
sacrifice, but God did. He sacrificed His own Son so that we could have salvation.
Discuss, “How do the sacrifices we make compare with the sacrifice God made
to save us from sin’s punishment?”
LWML Fall Rally: Dear Lutheran Women Missionary League of the Post Oak
Zone, The LWML Fall Rally has been cancelled, due to the coronavirus. I felt like
it would be safe for all of us not too meet in person. I hope we can have our spring
rally. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.
Thank You, President Dorothy Schautschick
Hurricane Disaster Relief Donations: Saint Michael’s Mission Board is
taking donations for disaster relief for victims of Hurricane Laura to be delivered
the week of September 14th. The donation items should be non-perishable, paper
towels, toilet paper, baby diapers, water, individually wrapped snacks, “D” cell
batteries were specifically mentioned. Also, donations of cash can be made to the
Mission Board and the money used us buy supplies. Donations should be
submitted by September 14th. If you have any questions call Amanda at the
parish office, Mirlyn Griffin, Tom Atkins or Pastor Nate.
Thank You
St Michael’s Mission Board
Texas Wendish Heritage Society Fundraiser: The TWHS board made the
difficult but necessary decision to cancel our normal Wendish Fest for 2020 due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. We have an alternative event on Wendish Sunday,
September 27th, at St. Paul that will allow us to safely celebrate the rich heritage
of the Wends here in Texas and raise some funds for the society. Please join us for
a pick-up only meal at the St. Paul Picnic Grounds in Serbin. Meal tickets are $12
and will be loaded with sausage, Wendish Noodles, pickles, beets, sauerkraut,
green beans, bread, and peaches. Pick up your plate from 10am to 1pm. Reserve
your plate by buying a ticket, or calling, (979)366-2441, or emailing
(museum@texaswendish.org) the Wendish Museum. After you pick up your
meal, stop by our drive-through country store where you can purchase uncooked

sausage & noodles, pickles, sauerkraut, pot holders, hats, and other Wendish
related goods. While we are disappointed not to host Wendish Fest this year, we
look forward to seeing you at the festival in 2021. THANKS FOR YOUR
SUPPORT!
Thank You: Holy Cross, Warda extends a huge THANK YOU to everyone who
supported our BBQ fundraiser last Sunday! We sold out, and it was a great
success!! Thanks for your support!
Funeral Arrangements: The funeral for Rev. Henry Wied will take place
today, at 4:00pm at Our Savior Lutheran Church 5000 W Tidwell Rd, Houston,
TX 77091.

September 13th 2020

