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700 Frio Street
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The First Sunday after Christmas
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A Special Welcome to Our Visitors:
Welcome to St. Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are
very excited to have you worshipping the Lord with us this morning. You are always
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about St. Michael’s:
• Our beautiful and historic church building is over 100 years old.
Unfortunately this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms
are located in our education building next door.
• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education
building.
• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the
pews. Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book
and include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you
in the future.
• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He
will be thrilled to meet you!
We hope that you find St. Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Mission Statement:

Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Divine Service
Setting Two
Prelude

Selected Music

Ringing of the Church Bell

Ushers

Welcome and Greeting
Opening Hymn

“Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Stand
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

(John 20:19-23)

C Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit

Ps. 98:1– 4; antiphon: Is. 52:10

Read Together

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Kyrie

Mark 10:47

Hymn of Praise

“Glory to God in the Highest”

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22

P Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the
incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature.
Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
1The

Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15

Lord said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the
first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is
mine.”
3Then Moses said to the people,
11“When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you
and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the Lord all that
first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the
Lord’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will
not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you
shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt,
from the house of slavery.
15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of
animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all the males that first open the womb,
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 111

1Praise

the Lord!
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are the works of the Lord,
studied by all who delight in them.
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.
5He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
6He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;
8they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!
10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!
Epistle Reading
12Put

Colossians 3:12-17

on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 6:68

Luke 2:22-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said
in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30for my eyes have seen your salvation
31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed
for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a
22

sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord,
they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day
Sermon

Pastor
“Let All Together Praise Our God”
“Give Love as Gift”
Colossians 3:12-17

Stand
Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13

Sit
Offering
Stand

(Please sign the attendance books as they are passed)

Ushers

Offertory

Benediction

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

Number 6:24-26

Announcements
Closing Hymn
Postlude

Pastor
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”
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Prayers at Saint Michael’s
Members and Friends
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Betsy Anderson 2018-11-05
Marie Ashutabi 2018-09-19
Inez Brand
Caleb Burton 2018-09-19
Kourtney Burton 2018-09-19
Steve Burton
Clint Bushacker
Sherry Cook 2018-09-19
Owen Coulter
Lera Ephraim
Charlene Franke
RC Franke
Tommy Franke
Marian Fritsche
Courtney Groce
Diana Hardman 2018-11-25
Stanley Herzog

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thelma Kieschnik
Bea Kilian
Marie Kilian
CJ Lehmann
Mary Lehmann
Rose Lehmann 2018-12-16
Amy Lochte
Romona Lopez
Karen McDougall 2018-12-16
Joe Mobley 2018-04-25
Lillian Pietsch
Pat (Nanita) Ramirez
Erwin W. Schulze
Emmett Stabeno 2018-09-19
Elmo Zoch
James Zoch
Thelma Zoch

Serving in the United States Armed Forces:
•
•
•
•

Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois
Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas
Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas
Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky

Missionaries:
•
•

Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX
Rev. Duane Meissner – LCMS International Missionary – Belize

Greeting You This Morning: are Jerry and Jenny Althaus. Greeters next
week will be Tom and Margaret Atkins. (Greeters need to be 20 to 30 minutes
early to church to greet.)
This Week’s Events at Saint Michael’s:
Sunday, December 30th
• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Sunday School and Bible Study – Education Building
Monday, December 31st (New Years’ Eve)
• 7:00pm – New Years’ Eve Service w/ Communion – Sanctuary
Wednesday, January 2nd
• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building
Sunday, January 6th (Installation of Congregation Officers and
Board Members)
• 9:00am – Worship Service w/Communion – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Sunday School and Bible Study – Education Building
• 4:00pm – All Officers and Boards Meeting – Education Building
• 5:00pm – Christmas Tree Tear Down – Sanctuary
All Boards Meeting and Training: Our annual All Boards Meeting and
Training will take place January 6th at 4:00 pm in the Education Building. All
board members and officers should plan on attending this meeting. At the
meeting we will go over everyone’s duties and responsibilities and will also set
calendar items for the year.
Poinsettias: If you purchased a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary you may
take it home anytime between the close of New Year’s Eve service and noon on
Wednesday, January 9th.
Thank You: Thank you to all the generous people who contributed to making
this year’s Christmas Eve Service so special.

Church Greeters: Would you like to help welcome friends and visitors to
Church? If you would like to continue to serve or be added onto the greeter list
please notify Amanda Behrens before February 3rd.
A Note from Your Pastor:
Dear Saint Michael’s Family - As 2018 comes to a close and we look forward to
another year in ministry and Saint Michael’s, Candice and I have spent time
counting our blessings. As is the case every year, so many of those blessings have
come from you, our church family. We are so deeply grateful for our call to serve
Saint Michael’s now for our seventh Christmas season and are often
overwhelmed by the congregation’s generosity toward us. We are also
appreciative of the many volunteers who do ministry in this church and
community year-round, most recently those who made the Advent and Christmas
seasons so special. From decorating the church to coordinating the Christmas
program and serving during the additional worship services, you are integral to
the work of this church. We sincerely thank you and we look forward to 2019 and
our ministry together as we worship God, love one another, and serve all
people.
In Christ – Pastor Nate

