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A Special Welcome to Our Visitors:
Welcome to St. Michael’s Lutheran Church! We are a historic congregation
committed to continuing the mission of Jesus Christ in our community. We are
very excited to have you worshipping the Lord with us this morning. You are always
welcome in our church! Here are a few helpful things to know about St. Michael’s:
• Our beautiful and historic church building is over 100 years old.
Unfortunately this means that it was not built with restrooms. Restrooms
are located in our education building next door.
• A changing table for infants is located in classroom 4 in the education
building.
• During our worship service, attendance books will be passed across the
pews. Please take a moment to register your presence with us in the book
and include your address and phone number so we can follow up with you
in the future.
• Our pastor, Rev. Nate Hill, is always willing to meet with you to answer any
questions that you might have about our church and beliefs or to be of help
in any way that he is able. Please introduce yourself to him this morning. He
will be thrilled to meet you!
We hope that you find St. Michael’s to be a place where you feel at home as we
worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Mission Statement:

Saint Michael’s Lutheran Church exists to worship God, love one another, and
serve all people according to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Divine Service Setting Two
with Communion
Prelude

Selected Music

Ringing of the Church Bell

Ushers

Welcome and Greeting
Opening Hymn

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Reception of New Members – Wayne and Peggy Smith
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Stand
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Matthew 28:19b; (18:20)

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8-9

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
C Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit

Read Together
Ps. 146:5–8; antiphon: Phil. 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.
Kyrie

Mark 10:47

Hymn of Praise

“This is the Feast”

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

Salutation and Collect of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22

P Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
14Sing

aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
17The Lord your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time I will deal

Zephaniah 3:14-20

with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the Lord.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm
1Lord,

you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin.
3You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.
4Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
5Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
6Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
7Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
12Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.

Psalm 85

13Righteousness

will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

Epistle Reading

Philippians 4:4-7

4Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Choir Anthem

“Hark the Glad Sound”
Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.
He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst,
The iron fetters yield.
He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.
Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Your welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With your beloved name.

Adult Choir

Stand
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 6:68

Luke 7:18-35

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.

18The

disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two
of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And
he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one
who is not offended by me.”
24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’
courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29(When all the people heard

this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with
the baptism of John, 30but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of
God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.)
31“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they
like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,
“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’
33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you
say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’
35Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Children’s Message
Hymn of the Day
Sermon

Pastor
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”

“Rejoice! The Lord of Peace Comes to You!”
Philippians 4:4-7

Stand
Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

(1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Sit
Offering

(Please sign the attendance books as they are passed)

Ushers

Stand
Offertory

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

Holy Communion at Saint Michael’s
This morning we are again privileged to participate in the miraculous Sacrament of the Altar! The
Bible clearly teaches that the cup of blessing which we receive at the Lord’s Supper is a participation
in the blood of Christ and the bread which we break is a participation in the body of Christ (1 Cor.
10:16). Paul also says: "Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:28-29).
It is necessary, therefore, that we take the Lord’s Supper seriously. At the Lord’s Supper, we truly
receive the real body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in with and under the bread and the wine
for the forgiveness of our sins.
Partaking of the Lord’s Supper is also a sacred sign of the unity of faith and doctrine of those
receiving it together. Therefore anyone who is not yet instructed, in doubt, or who holds a
confession of faith or denominational affiliation other than that of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, is asked to speak with Pastor Nate before partaking of the Lord’s Supper.
If you will be communing today we ask that you examine yourself by asking:
1. Do I repent of all of my sins, admit that I am a condemned sinner, and need the forgiveness
of God?

2. Do I trust that the life, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ have earned my
forgiveness?
3. Do I believe that the real body and blood presence of Jesus is miraculously united with the
consecrated bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper?
4. Do I intend to turn away from my sinful ways with the help of the Holy Spirit and live from
now on in “peace along with those who call on the Lord?” (2 Timothy 2:22)
If your answer is "yes" to these questions; and if you are member of this or another LCMS
congregation or have already spoken to Pastor Nate about receiving the Lord’s Supper, then we
invite and encourage you to join our fellowship at the Lord's Table.
If you will not be receiving the Lord’s Supper this morning, you are still invited to come forward
during the distribution. Simply leave your hands at your side when the pastor comes by with the
bread, and he will give you a verbal blessing.
For those who are sensitive to alcohol, the cups in the center of the communion tray contain water
with one drop of wine added.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22

(Colossians 3:1)

(Psalm 136)

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom,
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes.

1 Corinthians 11:26

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Revelation 22:20

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 6:9-13
John 20:19

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution Hymns

LSB #560, LSB #573, LSB #649

Stand
Post-Communion Canticle “Thank the Lord”

LSB #181

Post Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Number 6:24-26

Announcements
Closing Hymn
Postlude

Pastor
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”
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Prayers at Saint Michael’s
Members and Friends
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Betsy Anderson 2018-11-05
Marie Ashutabi 2018-09-19
Inez Brand
Caleb Burton 2018-09-19
Kourtney Burton 2018-09-19
Steve Burton
Clint Bushacker
Sherry Cook 2018-09-19
Lera Ephraim
Charlene Franke
RC Franke
Marian Fritsche
Courtney Groce
Diana Hardman 2018-11-25
Stanley Herzog

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thelma Kieschnik
Bea Kilian
Marie Kilian
CJ Lehmann
Mary Lehmann
Rose Lehmann 2018-12-16
Amy Lochte
Romona Lopez
Karen McDougall 2018-12-16
Joe Mobley 2018-04-25
Lillian Pietsch
Pat (Nanita) Ramirez
Emmett Stabeno 2018-09-19
James Zoch
Thelma Zoch

Serving in the United States Armed Forces:
•
•
•
•

Christopher Brand – US Navy – Great Lakes, Illinois
Jake Hagood – US Army – Fort Hood, Texas
Ryan Spray – US Air Force – San Antonio, Texas
Byron Taylor – US Army – Fort Knox, Kentucky

Missionaries:
•
•

Julie Aftab – People of the Book Lutheran Outreach – Houston, TX
Rev. Duane Meissner – LCMS International Missionary – Belize

Greeting You This Morning: are Erwin R. and Laverne Schulze. Greeters
next week will be Jerry and Jenny Althaus. (Greeters need to be 20 to 30
minutes early to church to greet.)
This Week’s Events at Saint Michael’s:
Today, Sunday, December 16th
• 9:00am – Worship Service with Communion– Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Sunday School and Bible Study – Education Building
• 2:30pm – Church Christmas Caroling – Education Building
• 4:30pm – 4-H Meeting – Education Building
Tuesday, December 18th
• 7:00pm – Book Club – Zilss Hall
Wednesday, December 19th
• 9:30am – Bible Class – Education Building
• 6:00pm – Advent Meal – Education Building
• 7:00pm – Advent Midweek Service – Sanctuary
Thursday, December 20th
• 6:00pm – Choir – Education Building
Sunday, December 23rd
• 9:00am – Worship Service – Sanctuary
• 10:15am – Sunday School, Bible Study and Youth Bible Study– Education
Building
Children’s Christmas Eve Program: Practice for the Children's Christmas
Eve Program will take place during the Sunday school hour (10:15 am - 11:15 AM)
through December 23rd. If your child and/or grandchild cannot make practice
today but would still like to participate, please contact Krystel Burton at
krystelburton@gmail.com or 512-921-2427. We hope to have lots of children
ready to proclaim the good news on Christmas Eve!
Volunteer Opportunity: The Mission Board invites you to come to the Crisis
Center to help sort gifts Wednesday December 19th at 9am. For more information
please contact Tom Atkins at 512-750-3345.

Thank You: The LWML would like to thank everyone for coming to the St.
Michael’s Christmas dinner. Thank you for helping to make it a success and the
beautiful decorations.
Thank You: A very special thank you to all the loving people who came to help
me last Sunday when I suddenly fainted in church. God bless each and every one
of you.
Marie Schulz
Free Fellowship Meal Before Our Advent Midweek Service: The meal
will be served at 6:00pm in the Education Building and our Advent Midweek
Service will take place following the meal at 7:00pm on Wednesday, December
19th. Come out and enjoy good food and fellowship with one another!
Christmas Caroling: One of God's greatest gifts to us is the ability to spread
the joy of the Christmas season through song!!! St. Michael's is planning an
afternoon of caroling to our local shut-ins and nursing home residents,
today. We will meet at and leave from the Church at 2:30pm. More specific
details regarding a meal, designated stops, and transportation arrangements will
follow, but we wanted to set the date to invite and encourage everyone to
participate. Feel free to bring friends! We ask that anyone planning to attend,
give notice, as to ensure that we have enough food and drinks for everyone. To
volunteer, give notice of attendance, get more information, or to request a "stop",
contact Robbie (979)639-1220 or Roland Zoch (979)966-9397, or email us at
robbie_lynn2010@yahoo.com or roland@atxheavyequipment.com. "HARK,
THE HERALD ANGELS SING!!!!!!!"
All Boards Meeting and Training: Our annual All Boards Meeting and
Training will take place January 6th at 4:00 pm in the Education Building. All
board members and officers should plan on attending this meeting. At the
meeting we will go over everyone’s duties and responsibilities and will also set
calendar items for the year.
German Advent/ Christmas Hymn Sing: You are cordially invited to
a German Advent/ Christmas Hymn Sing on Wednesday, December 19, 2018 at 7
p.m. at Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Manheim, TX. Refreshments will be served
following the service.

Our tradition at Christmas is to place poinsettias in the church. The
beauty of the poinsettias set the church ablaze in praise and glory of
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
THE POINSETTIAS ARE PLACED IN THE CHURCH BY:
Jerry and Jenny Althaus in thanksgiving to God for his many
blessings.
Amanda Behrens in memory of loved ones who are not here to
celebrate.
Marc Brand in memory of my father, Adolph Brand, brother Timothy Brand and sister, Rhoda
House.
Marc and Joycelyn Brand in honor of Inez Brand.
Casey and Jenny Fajkus in memory of Josie Zoch, Melvin and Frances Zoch, Emil and Rita
Fajkus, Luis and Evelyn Svoboda, Marvin and Caroline Dube and Melvin and Lorine Iselt.
Tommy, Kelly, Edward, Lynette, Jon and Linda in honor of our mother, Jeanette Franke.
Carolyn Fritsche in loving memory of my husband, Stanley, our parents, and loved ones and
friends.
Mirlyn Griffin for God’s many blessings.
The Hielscher Family in loving memory of Judy Hielscher
The Hielscher Family in loving memory of Barbra and Carroll Hielscher.
Pastor Nate, Candice, Jack and Carter Hill in thanksgiving to God for the blessing of St.
Michael’s.
Don Jakobeit and family in memory of Orda and Susanne Jakobeit and Clarence Jakobeit and
in honor of Charles and Delores Votaw.
Ron and Darline Kaiser in thanksgiving to God for his many blessings and in memory of loved
ones.
Morgan Ray and Delores Karisch in memory of our parents, W.H. and Hulda Karisch, Alfred
and Alma Menzel and thanksgiving for God’s blessings.
Mildred Kasper in loving memory of my husband, Elgin and song, Gary.
Daniel and Karen Kilian to the Glory of God.
Marvin and Elizabeth Kipp in loving memory of our parents and loved ones and friends.
Delton and Elna Koenning to the Glory of God and the birth of Jesus.

Lauren Lehmann, Jody and Jessie Pinter to celebrate the birth of Jesus and wishing
Granny and everyone else a Merry Christmas.
Liebscher and Noack Families in loving memory of Larry Liebscher, Grandpa and Grandma
Liebscher and Grandpa and Grandma Noack.
Roger and Dorothy Loewe in honor of our grandchildren who have birthday in December,
Peyton and Zane Loewe and Ryan Peschke.
Laura Matthijetz for God’s many blessings.
Mark and Leann McClain in loving memory of Mark’s parents, Bill and Betty McClain and his
brother, Richard.
Clarence and Dianna Mitschke in loving memory of Martin, Lena and Melvin Mitschke.
Jeanette Mitschke in memory of Rudie Lee Mitschke, Rudie and Wanda Mitschke and Otto
and Alma Kappler.
Marceil Prestridge in memory of Neal Prestridge and in honor of the birth of our Savior.
Betty Richter and Donald Noack for God’s many blessings.
Raymond and Marie Schulz in loving memory of our children, Steven and Diana.
Darlene Warren in memory of Charlie Warren.
Kirt and Jordan Watts in loving memory of Tammy Watts.
Mary Watts Family in loving memory of Milton and Esther Pampell.
Angeline and Elma Zoch in memory of my parents, Arthur and Milda Lehmann, sister and
brother-in-law and nephew, John and Evelyn Cavenaugh and John Jr.
Barry and Sandy Zoch in memory of passed loved ones.
Elmo and Angeline Zoch in memory of my parents, Eldor and Clara Zoch and sister and
brother-in law Robert and Claren Dunk.
Missy Zoch in honor of God’s many blessings.

