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As We Gather 
 Jesus’ disciples did not understand the prophecy about His death and resurrection. They focused, 
instead, on their personal greatness. So, He inverted their viewpoint, using a child to explain that true 
greatness is in humble servanthood, in welcoming even children. Our Lord is the humblest and 
therefore greatest Servant, and by His death and resurrection He has proclaimed that God’s grace 
knows no bounds. Confidently, we can follow Him in humble servanthood each day.  
 Thank you for worshipping the Lord with us today at St. Matthew as we gather to be blessed by 
the wisdom of God’s Word and the gift of Holy Communion. Our statement of belief and practice 
regarding Holy Communion is found at the end of this service folder. Please let Pastor Kory know if 
you have any questions or prayer requests this morning. The Lord bless and keep you this week! 

 
Introduction to Today's Service  

 
We Sing: "Father Welcomes" 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Tune and text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 

 
We Sing: "In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified" 

 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified 
In my life, Lord, be glorified today. 

 
 In my song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In my song, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
 In Your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

In Your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
Text: © 1978 The Lorenz Corporation, admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Exhortation 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
 



Absolution 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit: Psalm 37:5-7; antiphon: v. 4 
Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires  of your heart. 
Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and  he will act. 
He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
 and your justice as the  noonday. 
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil     
     devices! 
Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
Delight yourself in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires  of your heart. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
C O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and childlike faith 

that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Children's Message 
 

We Sing: The Lord is My Salvation 
 The grace of God has reached for me 

And pulled me from the raging sea 
And I am safe on this solid ground 
The Lord is my salvation 

 
 I will not fear when darkness falls 

His strength will help me scale these walls 
I'll see the dawn of the rising sun 
The Lord is my salvation 

 
 Who is like the Lord our God 

Strong to save faithful in love 
My debt is paid and the victory won 
The Lord is my salvation 

 



 My hope is hidden in the Lord 
He flow'rs each promise of His Word 
When winter fades I know spring will come 
The Lord is my salvation 

 
 In times of waiting times of need 

When I know loss when I am weak 
I know His grace will renew these days 
The Lord is my salvation 

 
 And when I reach the final day 

He will not leave me in the grave 
But I will rise He will call me home 
The Lord is my salvation 

 
 Glory be to God the Father 

Glory be to God the Son 
Glory be to God the Spirit 
The Lord is our salvation 

 
 The Lord is our salvation 

The Lord is our salvation 
Text: © 2016 Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Epistle Reading: James 3:13-4:10 (Sin's war, God's peace): James 3:13—4:10 

 13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every 
vile practice. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace. 
 1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, 
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will exalt you. 

 
Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 (Jesus predicts His passion): Mark 9:30–37 

 30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] did not want anyone 
to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered 



into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 
32But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 
 33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would 
be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of 
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



We Sing: "The Lamb" 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 

 
Sermon: "The Greatest of All" (Mark 9:30-37) 

 
We Worship the Lord through Our Offerings  

1 O bless the gifts our hands have brought; 
And bless the work our hearts have planned. 
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; 
The rest, O God, is in Your hand. 

 
2 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sunday School Teacher Commissioning 

 
We Sing: "Make Me A Servant" 

1 Make me a servant humble and meek 
Lord let me lift up those who are weak 
And may the prayer of my heart always be 



Make me a servant make me a servant 
Make me a servant today 

Text: © 1982 CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
We Celebrate the Lord's Supper 

(For our guests and visitors, an explanation of our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper is found at the end of this service 
folder.) 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Communion Distribution 
 

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sunday School Dismissal 
(Sunday school is offered for children in Pre-K through 6th grade. Parents, please accompany your children if they are 
attending for the first time today.) 
 

We Sing: “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 

 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 

 
Sending 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
Takeaway For Today: 

Jesus redefines the meaning of living a great life. 
 

Receiving the Lord's Supper 
 The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths 
not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our union with Him 
and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 
He forgives and loves us.  
 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession 
of faith, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod and yet desire to receive the sacrament are asked to speak first with the Pastor. Thank you! 
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