Experiencing Renewal in Jesus

Sunday, September 12, 2021
Rev. Kory Janneke, Pastor

As We Gather
Good morning and welcome to St. Matthew on this “Drive Your Tractor Sunday”! No matter how
you traveled to St. Matthew today, we’re glad you’re here for this time of worship and fellowship.
This morning, we’ll turn our attention to God’s Word for us in the Gospel of Mark as we witness
Jesus’ power over the forces of evil as He delivers a boy from demonic possession. We’ll especially
consider Jesus’ interaction with the boy’s father and his words of confession and prayer, “I believe;
help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)
Please let Pastor Kory know if you have any prayer requests or questions today. Kindly make note
of your attendance in the maroon pad in your row. Following the service, please stay for a potluck
meal and enjoy a hayride as well. Thank you again for your presence with us as we worship the Lord
and receive the blessing of His Word. May He continue to strengthen your faith in Christ today and in
the coming days!
Welcome and Introduction to Service
We Sing: "By Faith"
“By faith we see the hand of God
In the light of creation’s grand design
In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight
By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the power of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand
A place where peace and justice reign
Refrain: We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight
By faith the prophets saw a day
When the longed-for Messiah would appear
With the power to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave
By faith the church was called to go
In the power of the Spirit to the lost
To deliver captives and to preach good news
In every corner of the earth

Refrain: We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight
By faith this mountain shall be moved
And the power of the gospel shall prevail
For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name
Refrain: We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We’ll walk by faith and not by sight ”

Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Opening Sentences
P I called on the name of the LORD:
C O LORD, I believe. Help my unbelief!
P The LORD has dealt bountifully with us.
C The LORD has opened our ears.
P The LORD has delivered us from death.
C He wipes away tears from all faces.
P He rescues our feet from stumbling
C and restores our tongues to proclaim His good news.
Confession and Absolution
P Despite all of God’s actions on our behalf, we still struggle with sin in our lives. Our tongues still
curse. Our feet still stumble. Our ears still listen to lies and vicious gossip. But our heavenly
Father invites us to come to Him for restoration, renewal, and forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
P Heavenly Father,
C we have sinned against You and our neighbors in what we have said and what we have left
unsaid. We have neglected opportunities to love our neighbors. We have stumbled and fallen
again and again. We ask that You restore us, renew us, and forgive us on account of Jesus.
Amen.
P Almighty God, in His boundless love sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for our
forgiveness and eternal life. Because of Jesus, we are restored, body and soul. Therefore, as a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We are renewed and restored. Amen.
Introit: Psalm 31:14-16,24
Be strong, and let your heart take courage,
all you who wait for the LORD!
But I trust in you, O LORD;
I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors!
Make your face shine on your servant;
save me in your steadfast love!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Be strong, and let your heart take courage,
all you who wait for the LORD!
Opening Prayer
Children's Message
We Sing: "We Plough the Fields and Scatter"
1 We plow the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God’s almighty hand.
God sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes, and the sunshine,
and soft refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above.
We thank you, God, we thank you, God, for all your love.
2

You only are the Maker
of all things near and far.
You paint the wayside flower,
you light the evening star.
The winds and waves obey you,
by you the birds are fed;
much more to us, your children,
you give our daily bread. [Refrain]

3

We thank you, then, Creator,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time, and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer
for all your love imparts,
and what you most would welcome:
our humble, thankful hearts. [Refrain]

Text: Public domain

Epistle Reading: James 3:1-12 (The tongue is small but powerful.)
1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of
horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they
are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will
of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the
entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It
is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh
and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a
salt pond yield fresh water.
Gospel Reading: Mark 9:14-29 (Jesus heals a demon-possessed boy.)
14
When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with
them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus]
and greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And someone
from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him
mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring
him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it
convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus
asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it
has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have
compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one
who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
25
And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,
“You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after
crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of
them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when
he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he
said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
We Sing: "Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness"

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478

Sermon: "Help Our Unbelief" (Mark 9:14-29)
We Sing: "When Peace, like a River"

Tune and text: Public domain

We Worship the Lord through Our Offerings
Offertory Song
1 O bless the gifts our hands have brought;
And bless the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought;
The rest, O God, is in Your hand.
2

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Public domain

Prayer of the Church
Prayer of Remembrance
P Gracious God, You are the source of every lasting security. We bless You for the continuance of
stability in a time of great national trial and ask that our nation be spared from any such act of
terrorism and destruction in times to come. We remember those innocent victims of terrorism
whose earthly lives ended on September 11th, 2001. Grant that their memories among us remain
and their lives not be forgotten. We also remember the rescue workers who gave their lives that
day seeking to assist the victims of the tragedy. Grant that their examples of bravery and
sacrificial concern for others serve to inspire each of us as we live out our lives in these times.
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your
generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education,
and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations with
many different languages, may become a united people. Support us in defending our liberties, and
give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there
may be justice and peace in our land. When times are prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and
in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
We Sing: "Christ Be My Leader"

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478
Tune: Public domain

Announcements
Sending
P Go in peace to serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Takeaway For Today:
Even when present circumstances seem to contradict your faith, continue to cling to Christ.
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