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As We Gather 

 Welcome to St. Matthew Lutheran Church! Thank you 
for joining us in God’s house for worship on this Sixth 
Sunday of the Easter Season. Our Scriptural focus this 
morning will be Jesus’ words for us in John 15:9-17, in 
which He says to us, “You did not choose Me, but I chose 
you.” Pastor Kory’s sermon theme today, based on Jesus’ 
words, will be “Chosen by Grace.”  
 We wish all the ladies among us this morning a blessed 
Mother’s Day. After today’s service, the women of the 
congregation will receive a rose as a small gift. We thank 
Wisconsin Right to Life for providing the roses to help us 
celebrate Mother’s Day!  
 Guests, please take a moment to fill out a brief 
information sheet at the podium in the entryway. Restrooms 
are available in the Fellowship Hall. A cry room is 
available for young families in our classroom wing. You 
can hear and watch the service from both the Fellowship 
Hall and cry room. If you have any questions or prayer 
requests to share today, or if you are interested in possible 
membership at St. Matthew, please speak with Pastor Kory 
before or after this service. The Lord be with you as you 
live faithfully and fruitfully in Christ in the coming days. 
 



Welcome & Introduction  
 

We Sing: "Holy, Holy, Holy" sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
We Sing: “Grace Greater Than Our Sin” 

 Marvellous grace of our loving Lord 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt 
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured 
There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt 

 
 Chorus: Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that is greater than all our sin 

 
 Sin and despair like the sea waves cold 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss 



Grace that is greater yes grace untold 
Points to the refuge the mighty Cross  

 
 Chorus: Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that is greater than all our sin 

 
 Dark is the stain that we cannot hide 
What can avail to wash it away 
Look there is flowing a crimson tide 
Whiter than snow you may be today  
 

 Chorus: Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that is greater than all our sin 

 
 Marvellous infinite matchless grace 
Freely bestowed on all who believe 
You that are longing to see His face 
Will you this moment His grace receive  

 
 Chorus: Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within 
Grace grace God's grace 
Grace that is greater than all our sin 

Text: © CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession of Sins 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Grace 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. 
To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 
power to become the children of God and bestows on 
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun 
this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
Kyrie 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 
to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 



A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

Children's Message 
 

We Sing: "God of Grace and God of Glory" 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy 
inspiration grant that we may think those things that 
are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 



lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

First Reading: Acts 10:34–48 
 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand 
that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in 
the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the 
third day and made him to appear, 41not to all the people but 
to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 
the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the believers 
from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out 
even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these 
people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 



 
Psalm Psalm 98 

 Oh sing to the lord a new song, for He has done 
marvelous things! His right hand and His holy arm have 
worked salvation for Him. 
  

 The Lord has made known His salvation; He has 
revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
  

 He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to 
the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 
  

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break 
forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
  

 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and 
the sound of melody! 
  

 With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful 
noise before the King, the Lord! 
  

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and 
those who dwell in it! 
  

 Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy 
together before the Lord, for He comes to judge the earth. 
  

 He will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity. 
  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 
 

Epistle: 1 John 5:1–8 
 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we 



love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 
 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; 
not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And 
the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the 
water and the blood; and these three agree. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 
 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 
11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be full. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that 
someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 
is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so 
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give 
it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will 
love one another.” 
 



We Sing: “Compassion Hymn” 
 There is an everlasting kindness 
You lavished on us 
When the radiance of heaven 
Came to rescue the lost 
You called the sheep without 
A shepherd to leave their distress 
For Your streams of forgiveness 
And the shade of Your rest 

 
 And with compassion for the hurting 
You reached out Your hand 
As the lame ran to meet You 
And the dead breathed again 
You saw behind the eyes of 
Sorrow and shared in our tears 
Heard the sigh of the weary 
Let the children draw near 

 
 Chorus 
What boundless love what fathomless grace 
You have shown us O God of compassion 
Each day we live an off'ring of praise 
As we show to the world Your compassion 

  
We stood beneath the cross of Calv'ry 
And gazed on Your face 
At the thorns of oppression 
And the wounds of disgrace 
For surely You have borne our suff'ring 
And carried our grief 
As You pardoned the scoffer 
And showed grace to the thief 

  
How beautiful the feet 
That carry this gospel of peace 



To the fields of injustice 
And the valleys of need 
To be a voice of hope and healing 
To answer the cries 
Of the hungry and helpless 
With the mercy of Christ 

 
 Chorus 
What boundless love what fathomless grace 
You have shown us O God of compassion 
Each day we live an off'ring of praise 
As we show to the world Your compassion 

 
Text: © CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Sermon: "Chosen by Grace" (Text: John 15:16) 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Benediction (Pauline) 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

Sunday School Dismissal 
(Sunday school is offered for children in Pre-K through 6th grade. Parents, 

please accompany your children if they are attending for the first time 
today.) 

 
We Sing: “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” 

 What is our hope in life and death 
Christ alone Christ alone 
What is our only confidence 
That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand 
What comes apart from His command 
And what will keep us to the end 
The love of Christ in which we stand 

 
 Chorus:  O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

 
 What truth can calm the troubled soul 
God is good God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness known 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise 
Who stands above the stormy trial 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore the rock of Christ 

 



 Unto the grave what will we sing 
Christ He lives Christ He lives 
And what reward will heaven bring 
Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore 

 
 Chorus:  O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

Text: © CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Announcements 

 
Sending 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Offering 

(Offering baskets are placed at the back of the sanctuary. You also have the 
option of giving through ACH or through E-giving – please see our church 
website “Giving” tab for details. Thank you for supporting the Lord’s 
ministry at St. Matthew!) 

 
Takeaway For Today: 

Remember this week that your Friend, Jesus, has chosen you by His great 
grace. 
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