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Good morning and welcome to St. Matthew! Thank you for joining us in God’s house 
today or participating through Facebook. Last Sunday, we heard about Jesus’ disciple, 
Philip, inviting another potential disciple, Nathaniel, to “Come and See Jesus.” Today we 
see Jesus continuing to gather His disciples. We’ll focus on a key word in the Gospel of 
Mark: “Immediately.” Jesus wasted no time in beginning His ministry, and disciples like 
Peter and Andrew wasted no time in obeying His call to follow Him. May the same be said 
of us as we follow our Lord! 
 
Welcome & Introduction to Service 

 
We Greet One Another 

 
We Sing: "O God Beyond All Praising" 

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
And sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay 
For we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
At blessings without number and mercies without end. 
We lift our hearts before you, and wait upon your Word, 
We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

 
2 The flower of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 

Its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high; 
But hidden from all nature, the eternal seed is sown 
Though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown: 
For Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 
And we through him are given the final victory. 

 
3 Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 

That we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
And whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
We’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
To marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
And make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 



Opening Sentences Psalm 113:1–3 
P Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 
C praise the name of the LORD! 
P Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 
C From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
 

Confession and Absolution Mark 1:15; Psalm 113:1–3 
P Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own, and we are to pray, 

praise, and give thanks to You. 
C Yet we often do not live as You have called us to live as Your own. We do not 

always honor Your name nor Your calling with our praise. 
P We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us 

away, turning back to You as we follow in faith. 
P Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
C we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have 

not followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as ourselves, 
and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. We have not 
always welcomed Your call for us to follow You and You alone. 

P The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
Gospel. Hear and rejoice in the Good News. Jesus Christ died for you, and for His 
sake, God has compassion. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, and in His 
stead, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 
  

Opening Psalm:  Psalm 113:1-2,4,7-8; refrain: v. 3 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
 the name of the LORD is  to be praised! 
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 
 praise the name  of the LORD! 
Blessèd be the name of the LORD 
 from this time forth and forevermore! 
The LORD is high above all nations, 
 and his glory above the  heavens! 
He raises the poor from the dust 
 and lifts the needy from the  ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes, 
 with the princes of his  people. 
Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
 the name of the LORD is  to be praised! 



 
We Sing: "You Have Made Us One" 

 Because you loved us first, O Lord, 
In your holy Son, 
We know your love has brought us here; 
You have made us one. 

 
 Refrain:  Take our love, O Lord, and make it right; 

Shine it in the fearful night. 
We believe with all our might. 
You have made us one! 

 
 The joy that shouts from deep within 

Cannot be contained. 
We know that in this love you sent, 
We will now remain.   Refrain 

 
 Join our hands around the cross; 

Fold them close in prayer. 
And when we look beyond that cross, 
We will see you there.   Refrain 

Text: © 1970 CCLI, admin. CCLI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Prayer of the Day 

 
Old Testament Reading: Jonah 3:1-5,10 (The Ninevites immediately repent and believe.) 

 1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of 
the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 

Epistle Reading: 1 Coronthians 7:29-35 (Give your undivided attention to the Lord.) 
 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, 
let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though 
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 
those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things 
of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly 
things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 



betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and 
spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her 
husband. 35I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to 
promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading:  Mark 1:14-20 (Jesus calls disciples to follow Him immediately.) 
 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.” 
 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon 
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John 
his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 
 

We Confess The Christian Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Message 

 



We Sing:  "O Christ, Who Called the Twelve" 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 

 
Sermon: "Hitting the Ground Running" (Mark 1:14-20) 

 
We Sing: "I Want to Talk as a Child of the Light" 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 

 
Prayer for Our Neighbors and Ourselves 

 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

We Sing: "He Will Hold Me Fast" 
 When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

 
 Refrain:  He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
 
 Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.   Refrain 

 
 For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last!   Refrain 

Text: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Announcements 

 
Sending 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Sentence to Share 
"Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation." (2 Corinthians 
6:2b) 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Announcements 

Supporting St. Matthew through Thrivent 
Are you a member of Thrivent Financial? If so, please consider designating your 2020 “Thrivent Choice” dollars 
to St. Matthew. This can be done through your account at thrivent.com (or by contacting your Thrivent agent) 

and must be done before March 31, 2021. Thrivent members are also eligible for two $250 "Action Team"  
grants per year. Please consider applying for these action team funds to support activities or fundraisers at St. 
Matthew. Please contact the church office for assistance with designated your Thrivent Choice funds or with 

applying for an Action Team grant. 
4th ANNUAL IGNITE PIZZA SALE!  Tuesday, January 12th - Sunday, January 31st.   

Place and pay for your order by contacting the church office or signup on the order form in the narthex.  Pizzas 
will be available for pick up in the Fellowship Hall the afternoon of Saturday February 6th and directly following 
worship service on February 7th. Pappa Murphys gives back 30% of sales to the youth. Make checks payable 

to: St. Matthew Lutheran Church—Ignite 
Offering Statements 

The 2020 offering statements have been email out everyone that we have email addresses for. We chose to 
email them this year in hopes to save a little bit of money on paper and envelopes.  Please contact the church 

office if you did not receive yours. 
Annual Meeting 

St. Matthew's annual voter's meeting was held Sunday, January 17, 2021.  Packets from the meeting are 
available in the narthex.  

2021 St. Matthew Mid-Winter Blues Raffle 
St. Matthew's will be holding a fund-raising raffle to support our Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. The 

items to be raffles with be in groups and include various items for men women and children, gift cards and 
cash. Tickets will be on sale starting February 7th. The cost will be $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. The prizes will be 

drawn on Sunday, March 7th. We will provide more information as we get closer to the event. 
Options for Offerings 

By Mail: to send a check, please mail to St. Matthew’s business address, P.O. Box 432, Tomah, WI 54660, or 
to our physical address, 4285 US Hwy 12, Warrens, WI 54666  

E-Giving: now available on our new church website. Just click the “Giving” tab  
The Give Plus app: Download the app and type in our zip code (54666) to get started 

Text Message: simply text 833-853- 4407 and follow the prompts 
Thru Bank First:  please contact the church office  

Upcoming Ushers:    
Jan 24    LaVern Schroeder 
Jan 31    Deb Hancock 
Feb 7    Harvey Foss 

Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, Jan 24  9:15 am Worship Service 
Sunday, Jan 24  10:30 am Bible Study 
Sunday, Jan 24  5:30 pm Sober Eyers 
Sunday, Jan 24  6:00 pm Ignite Youth 
Wed, Jan 27   6:30 pm Worship Service  
Wed, Jan 27   7:15 pm Catechism 
Thurs, Jan 28   9:00 am Bible Study 

 We pray for: 
• Those with health concerns: Dianne, Virginia, Duaine, Amy, Tyler, Dennis, Bob, Angel, Cindy, Gary and Lisa. 
• For peace in our nation and for wisdom for our election leaders 
• For those serving in the armed forces and for police and other first responders 
• Nitu, a young girl in India now being sponsored by Ignite through Child Fund International 
• Phillip Magness, our missionary to west and central Africa 
• Rachel Krause, our missionary in Germany 

(Please contact the church office to make updates to our prayer list.) 


