
      
 

A Home for Every Heart 
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Rev. Kory Janneke, Pastor 
 

 Thank you for growing in Christ with us today at St. Matthew! If you are attending in-person, 
please note that we continue to follow COVID-19 health protocols, including the use of face coverings. If 
you are participating from your vehicle, please tune your radio to 93.5 FM. If you are joining us on 
Facebook, welcome! 
 Our continued journey through the letter to the Romans brings us to portions of Romans 
chapter 11, in which Paul returns to the topic of Jews and Gentiles in God’s plan of salvation. Today’s 
sermon will focus on God’s abundant mercy.  

 
Welcome & Introduction to Today’s Service 

 
We Sing: "Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing" sts. 1, 3, 5–7 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 



Confession and Absolution 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Opening Psalm: Psalm 28:1-2, 6-7; refrain: v. 8 

P The LORD is the strength of his people; 
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

C To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 
 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. 

P Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 
 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

C Blessèd be the LORD! 
 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 
The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD is the strength of his people; 
 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 
C Have mercy, Christ, our King. 
P Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 
C Accept the Prayers we bring. 
 

P Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though we are 
undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness 



and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 56:1,6-8 (God's house of prayer is for all people.) 

1Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 
6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
 and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 
 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to him 
 besides those already gathered.” 
 

Epistle Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 (God's mercy extends to all.) 
 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 
 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry 14in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15For if their 
rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . 
. . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved 
for the sake of their forefathers. 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were 
at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they too 
have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 
32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 15:21-28 (Jesus heals a Canaanite girl.) 
 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of 
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And his 
disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, 
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 
dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her 
daughter was healed instantly. 
 



Children's Message 
 

We Sing:  "His Mercy is More" 
 What love could remember no wrongs we have done 

Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 What patience would wait as we constantly roam 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
So much more 

 
 What riches of kindness He lavished on us 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
So much more! 

 
 Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

 
 Praise the Lord, His mercy is more 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 

Text: © 2016 Getty Music Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI no. 20094925 

 
Sermon:  "Stories of Mercy" (Romans 11:32) 

 
We Sing: "We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God" 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer for our Neighbors & Ourselves 

(each of the prayers will conclude with, "Lord in Your mercy,” “hear our prayer.”) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 



          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

We Sing:  Blest Be the Tie That Binds" sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Lord's Supper 

will be celebrated immediately after the closing song. If you have concerns about illness, please know 
that there is no obligation to commune at this time. 
 

Statement of Belief 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He 
says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to 
drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our 
Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive 
and love as He forgives and loves us. 



Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their harm, and because 
Holy Communion is a confession of faith, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and yet 
desire to receive the sacrament are asked to speak first with the Pastor. Thank you! 
 

Preface LSB 177 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest 
in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the 
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Communion Distribution: 

(Beginning with those sitting on the north side of the church, please come forward to the front step as 
individuals or families. After receiving Christ’s body and blood, please return directly to your seat.)   
 

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer 
 



We Sing:  "Christ Be My Leader" 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130002478 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sending 

P Go in peace to grow in Christ. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Offering 
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