St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Warrens, WI
6:30 PM Live-Streamed Evening Prayer Service
Wednesday, May 20, 2020
Pre-Service Music & Introduction to Service
We Sing: “Just As I Am”
Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Opening Verses: (John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 4:6)
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
The light no darkness can overcome.
Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
And the day is almost over.
Let Your light scatter the darkness
And illumine Your Church.
Opening Prayer:
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who led Your people Israel by a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of
Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
First Reading: Psalm 141
1

O Lord, I call upon you; hasten to me!
Give ear to my voice when I call to you!
2
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!

3

Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth;
keep watch over the door of my lips!
4
Do not let my heart incline to any evil,
to busy myself with wicked deeds
in company with men who work iniquity,
and let me not eat of their delicacies!
5
Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness;
let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head;
let my head not refuse it.
Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds.
6
When their judges are thrown over the cliff,[a]
then they shall hear my words, for they are pleasant.
7
As when one plows and breaks up the earth,
so shall our bones be scattered at the mouth of Sheol.[b]
8
But my eyes are toward you, O God, my Lord;
in you I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless![c]
9
Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me
and from the snares of evildoers!
10
Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
while I pass by safely.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
New Testament Reading: Philippians Chapter 4
1

Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm thus in
the Lord, my beloved.
2

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you also, true
companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel
together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book
of life.
4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.9 What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of
peace will be with you.
10

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me.
You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance,
I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do
all things through him who strengthens me.

14

Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble.15 And you Philippians yourselves know
that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into
partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you
sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit
that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory
forever and ever. Amen.
21

Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22 All the
saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household.
23

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

We Sing: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
1

Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.
2

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
3

Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

Devotion: “Joy in the Midst of Hardship”
Prayers of the Church (Each prayer concludes, “let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.”)

Prayer for Peace:
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us,
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction:
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and
preserve you. Amen.
We Sing: “Let All Things Now Living”
Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving
To God the Creator triumphantly raise
Who fashioned and made us Protected and stayed us,
Who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God’s banners are o’er us; His light goes before us,
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
Till shadows have vanished And darkness is banished,
As forward we travel from light into light.
His law he enforces; The stars in their courses
And sun in its orbit obediently shine.
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains,
The deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing.
With glad adoration a song let us raise
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving:
“To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!”
Sending:
Go in peace to grow in Christ.
Thanks be to God!
Announcements:
Bible Study on Philippians – Thurs, May 21 at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom Meeting
(The link and password were emailed to St. Matthew members.)
Worship Service Celebrating the Ascension of our Lord – Sunday, May 24
at 9:15 a.m. (Drive-In & Facebook Live)
“God’s Promises” Bible Study – Sunday, May 24 at 10:30 a.m.
(Facebook Live)

