
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Warrens, WI 
Sun, May 24, 2020 – The Ascension of our Lord (Observed) 

9:15 AM Drive-In Service + Facebook Live 
 

Thank you for worshipping the Lord with us today! If you are attending the drive-
in service, please tune your radio to 93.5 FM to hear Pastor Kory. You can park 
anywhere in St. Matthew’s lot. Weather permitting, Pastor Kory will be leading 
this service entirely outdoors.  May Christ’s Word be a blessing to you today! 

 
Welcome & Introduction to Today’s Service  
 
We Sing: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (v. 1, 4, & 5) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Confession & Absolution: 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P:  Today is a day of both celebration, grief, and anticipation.  
 We celebrate our Lord’s triumph and reign. 
 We grieve that He is not visibly present with us. 
 We anticipate the coming of the promised Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 And we celebrate His promise to always be with us. 
 
P: Though Christ is ascended on high and is seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling 

and reigning over all creation, there have been times when we have lived as though we 
rule and reign over our own lives. We have lived as though Christ were too far away to 
matter. But our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him, confess our sins, and receive 
His forgiveness. 

 
P: Heavenly Father, 
C: we confess to You that we are sinful and unclean. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we walk in Your perfect way and delight in Your perfect will. Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. Christ is ascended, 

and all things are under His feet, including sin, death, and the devil. On account of Christ’s 
saving work and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. We are forgiven and restored. 
 
 
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 47   

1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
9The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted! 

 
 

 



We Sing: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” (v. 1, 4, & 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,  And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 



Prayer of the Day: 
 

P:   Heavenly Father, Your Son sent us to the ends of the earth with the Gospel and promised 
always to be with us. Embolden us to spread the good news of Jesus’ death, resurrection, 
ascension, and return; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

New Testament Reading: Acts 1:1-11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 

	 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20that he 
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put 
all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:44-53 

	 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 
these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 



 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

We Sing: “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” (v. 1 & 3) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon: “In Remembrance” 
 
 
We Confess the Christian Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
 

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers for our Neighbors & Ourselves 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction: 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

 
We Sing: “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (v. 1, 2a, & 4) 
 

 

 

 

 
   
4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 



 
Offering  (at the exits of the parking lot) 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today!  Have a blessed & safe Memorial Day! 
 
 

Church Announcements  
 
This Week at St. Matthew:  
 

§ Sunday, May 24 – 10:30 a.m. Bible Study on God’s Promise of Peace (Facebook) 
§ Monday, May 25 – Church office closed for Memorial Day 
§ Wednesday, May 27 – 6:30 p.m. Devotional Service (Facebook) 
§ Wednesday, May 27 – 7:30 p.m. Ignite Youth Group (Zoom Meeting) 
§ Sunday, May 31 – 9:15 a.m. Pentecost Service (In-Person, Drive-In, & Live-Streamed) 
§ Sunday, May 31 – 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

 
Information about Reopening:  

St. Matthew will partially “re-open” services on Pentecost, which is next Sunday, May 31st. 
However, in addition to the option of worshipping in-person, we will continue to utilize our FM 
transmitter and broadcast Sunday services to the parking lot. Services will also continue to be 
live-streamed on Facebook. Wednesday evening services will continue for several more weeks, 
after which we will be taking a break for a portion of the summer.  

Additional safety protocols will be communicated this week about resuming in-person 
worship. Please watch for those details and please use your best judgment on which option for 
participating in worship is best for you at this time. If you do plan to attend services in-person this 
summer, please be prepared to follow all social distancing and safety protocols to protect yourself 
and your fellow worshippers. Thank you! 
 
Options for Offerings:  
 

§ By Mail: to send a check, please mail to St. Matthew’s business address, P.O. Box 432, 
Tomah, WI 54660, or to our physical address, 4285 US Hwy 12, Warrens, WI 54666. 

§ E-Giving:  now available on our new church website, stmatthewsonline.org. Just click the 
“Giving” tab to get started.  

§ The Give Plus app: Download the app and type in our zip code (54666) to get started.  
§ Text Message: simply text 833-853-4407 and follow the prompts. 
§ Thank you for your faithful support of the Lord’s ministry at St. Matthew! 

 
Ministry by Mail: If you or a loved one would like to receive devotional resources in the mail, 
contact Pastor Kory. We have some great resources to share!  
 
 
 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
4285 US Hwy 12 

Warrens, WI 54666 
Office: 608-378-3233 

Email: stmatthewwarrens@gmail.com 
Web: www.stmatthewsonline.org  

 


