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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

John Pasche, Vacancy Pastor
Cell- (320) 296-9877
Email - revpasche@gmail.com

OUR STAFF:

Sybil Halvorson 
Little Esko Lutheran Preschool Director
Mae Garson
Assistant Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

I Corinthians 9:16-27 - “For though I am free from all, I 
have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of 
them...To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak.  
I have become all things to all people that by all means I 
might save some.  I do it all for the sake of the Gospel, that I 
may share with them in its blessings.”
Greetings in the name of the Lord! It has been my joy to be 
serving St. Matthews these past months. Thank you for all your 
patience and help during this time of transition. Things at St. 
Matthews may change (Pastor Tom’s retirement and Christina 
stepping down from the youth) but our purpose does not. My 
prayer is that God will be our strength during this adjustment. And 
that He will continue to guide as we serve in His kingdom!
God brings us into a relationship with Him by His loving grace. 
God worked in Paul this deep desire and passion for lost souls. 
Few could appreciate the grace of God like Paul. He was the ISIS 
or the Al Qaida terrorist of his day.  When he wrote that he was the 
(Worst) of the sinners, few could argue the point.   He was a 
Pharisee and a son of a Pharisee.  As a young and ambitious 
man, he was intoxicated with hatred for the Gospel.  He breathed 
threats and murder against the disciples of Jesus.  Although we 
don’t have specific reports that he killed Christians, he went before 
the high priest and saw to it they were imprisoned and executed.  
 
It should tell you something about God - that he would take the 
very chief of first century sinners and turn him into the very best of 
the missionaries.  How did God do that?  He started the process 
with a bright light from heaven as Saul approached Damascus.  
With a question, “Why are you persecuting me?” With a man of 
God named Ananias who prayed for and laid hands on and 
instructed and then baptized Saul.  That’s how God got his 
attention and as the years went on God molded and shaped Paul 
into a preacher who wanted nothing more in life than to preach the 
Gospel at no charge.  Into a free man who was subject to nobody 
who made himself into a servant to all.
God calls, gathers and enlightens – to love Him and our neighbor. 
To be a disciple is to be a follower of Christ.  It is to spend your 
days knowing that you have been given a place within God’s story, 
that you have an active role to play, that not a one of you is 
unimportant, and that no vocation is insignificant.  What we do in 
our own little corners of the world matters here and now, and 
beyond. 

Continued on page 2
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The Holy Spirit doesn’t just call and gather and enlighten us with His gifts.  He keeps on sending us back 
into this world not just to wander around aimlessly but to love as you have been loved - forgive as you 
have been forgiven - serve as you have been served.
May we find ourselves more and more about being on our knees admitting that they have fallen short of 
the glory of God and reveling in the forgiveness of sins. And standing up straight and tall and going about 
your business - day after day with an absolute desire “to be all things to all people” or for St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church…for our Lord and to Him be the glory!

“A family believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ.”
In Jesus Name and for His Glory.  Amen.

Pastor John Pasche 

Register at:  https://forms.gle/hUNSTRS55WfVsU478

JOIN US FOR
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:
Sundays 

• 9 am worship in the sanctuary or Family Life Center
• 9 am worship services online via Facebook
• 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”

BIBLE STUDY:
Tuesdays 

• 7 am - Men’s Bible Study in the Fireside Room
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook        

YOUTH:
• VBS June 27- July 1 - Preschool through those going into 6th grade

• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
• Chris Schultz

Update from the Call Committee

Experience Recovery
For Every Hurt, Habit, or Hang Up 
Thursday Evenings at St. Matthews 
6 pm

Please contact Deacon Johnny Eng 
at (218) 310-1385 with any 
questions.

Summer Office Hours: 

Monday 8AM-2PM 
Tuesday 8AM-2PM 

Wednesday 8AM-2PM 
Thursday 8AM-12PM 

Friday 8AM-2PM

We received a new Call list and will start doing our research on these pastors.  We will be meeting in the 
near future to narrow the list down to those we would like to interview.  Be on the lookout for a 
congregational Call meeting.
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Preschool News

The LELP board of directors is excited to announce that 
the assistant teacher position has been filled for this fall!  
A LELP parent, Mae Garson, will begin the school year 
as a teacher’s aide.  She will take classes this summer 
and into the school year until she has attained the 
required amount of credits to be certified as an assistant 
teacher. 

Mae is new to the classroom setting, but has many years 
of stay-at-home mom experience.  She and her husband 
have three children; the oldest is a LELP graduate while 
their two daughters are currently enrolled.  Mae is a life-
long Esko resident, who enjoys camping, hanging out 
with her family and spending time at the racetrack.  
Please join us in welcoming Mae to the LELP staff! 

Registrations are being accepted for the 2022-23 school 
year, which begins September 7.  Registration forms can 
be downloaded from the Preschool page on the St. 
Matthews website.  There already are several children 
registered; LELP will be financially viable when 
enrollment reaches 11 children/day.  LELP admits 
students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

Please support LELP through your Amazon purchases.  
Simply visit AmazonSmile through this link https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6095137 and select Little Esko 
Lutheran Preschool as your charitable organization.  For 
every eligible purchase at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to LELP.  Watch for the LELP wishlist later 
this summer. 

LELP staff, families and board members are grateful for 
your prayers.  As a ministry of St. Matthews, we continue 
to need additional board members.  Snowbirds and 
frequent travelers are welcome as meetings can be held 
via Zoom.

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6095137?fbclid=IwAR0RL631zLjW9gSLQ-xs21WmJVuwwFXDatpzG6tVLstDgLl0PMuZZ7yFjiw
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6095137?fbclid=IwAR0RL631zLjW9gSLQ-xs21WmJVuwwFXDatpzG6tVLstDgLl0PMuZZ7yFjiw
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6095137?fbclid=IwAR0RL631zLjW9gSLQ-xs21WmJVuwwFXDatpzG6tVLstDgLl0PMuZZ7yFjiw
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6095137?fbclid=IwAR0RL631zLjW9gSLQ-xs21WmJVuwwFXDatpzG6tVLstDgLl0PMuZZ7yFjiw
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, 
regionally recognized TV program  with a 
message for the world.  The service includes a 30 
minute worship service led by participating 
pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 
LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR 
Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

July 3 Pastor Jonathan Watt, Grand Marais

July 10 Pastor Robert Franck, Duluth

July 17 Pastor John Bonk, Two Harbors 

July 24 Pastor Troy Peperkorn, Silver Bay

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

June 17, 2022

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,600 36,200 3,400

Aug. 39,100 36,200 2,900**

Sept. 44,800 36,200 8,600

Oct. 32,100 36,200 (4,100)

Nov. 42,300 36,200  6,100**

Dec. 51,700 36,200 15,500

Jan. 38,200 36,200   2,000**

Feb. 33,100 36,200 (3,100)

March 42,600 36,200  6,400

April 38,200 36,200  2,000

May 40,300 36,200 4,100** 

June 19,100 18,100 1,000*

Total $461,100         $416,300        $44,800

 *2 out of 4 weeks   **5 Sunday Month

Giving last year to date: $487,500
       

Blood Drive at St. Matthews
Monday, July 11
11am - 6 pm
Contact Carrie Bowman at 
(218) 879-5709 to sign up.

NOTE DATE CHANGE
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JULY BIRTHDAYS June 
Baptisms 

JUne 4 

Axel Jaymes Wingness 

May God keep Axel in His grace 
into life everlasting. 

Funeral 

June 2, 2022 
Jim Skifstad 

May God comfort this family 

through the living Lord Jesus. 

To St. Matthews youth who wish to go to camp this 
summer:  the LWML will be giving scholarships to 
those who fill out a form stating why they want to 
go to camp (the form is in an envelope on the 
entryway bulletin tower).  $25 will be given to those 
going to a day Bible camp.  $50 will be given to 
those going to an overnight Bible camp.  Only one 
scholarship per student is available.

1- Laura Hansen

2- Mary Brinkley, David Malenius

3- Patti Anderson

4- Marilyn Pykkonen, Greg Sather, Kinsley DeBondt, 
Jason Hill

6-  Ashley Schultz, Wayne Laakso, Kaitlyn Moe, 
Mallory Sunnarborg     8- Colin Jutila

7- Saara Hipp, Marisa Schmidt, Otto Krueger, Henry 
Mattson, Darlene Rossetti, Curt Olson, Colleen 
Semerau

9- Ruth Janke, Hunter Johnson

10- Nathaniel Johnson, Rilee Durovec, Taylor 
Stewart, Iris Sheridan

11- Elaine Lindell, Wyatt Zappa

12- Judy Juntunen

13- Dorothy Kesti, Brent Pykkonen, Cal Christensen, 
Kaiden Moe, Darrin Butkiewicz

14- Judith Oman, Zoey Stuber, Wyatt Stankiewicz.  

15- Jared Harms

16- Grace Shannon, Alec Halvorson, Annika 
Halvorson

17- Paul Sample Sr., Madison Mosack, Emily 
Krueger

19- Elissa Ellefson, Rachel Warpeha, Alivia Siciliano

20-Sue Solomon, Oliver Olson

21- Tenly Stewart, John Oltmanns

22- Linda Grayson, Nicholas Leppanen, Axel 
Wingness, Mabry Abrahamsen

23- Jordan Stodola

24- Mitch Reuer, Stacy Seboe, Kelsey Stephenson, 
Tim Prosen

25- Sean Peterson, Jada Fuchs 28- Blake Prosen

30- Kaisa McCullough, Michael Sullivan

We extend a “Thank you” to Don Lanhart for 
serving as volunteer Funeral Director these past 
few years.  We are grateful for the help you have 
provided our congregation and community.
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Stewardship Corner

Stewardship continued on page 9

New Testament Standard Giving

Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the question: 
“How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions vary also. 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though as Lutherans, we know 
that we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement. 
Yet the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we do.

Take for example the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating that 
all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks one thing: He must sell all that he has and 
give it to the poor and then follow him. This rich, young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy 
and could not part with his possessions. 

Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the 
duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response that makes it impossible to win God’s 
favor by their works.

But to those who genuinely desire to know what their duty is, as Christians, in the arena of giving, we look to 
the Bible for our answer. We believe that the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has 
been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17). 

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about 
how much we should give and to whom?”

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe, that is 10 percent, 
of the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses 
to teach the people:

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord 
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear 
the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, 
when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God 
chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand 
and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire—
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before 
the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is 
within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 
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“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year 
and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, 
and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat 
and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” 
(Deuteronomy 14:22–29)

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. 
Paul teaches the Church at Corinth this: We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), 
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 
Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), 
cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that 
those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did.

This our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – 
blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we also have been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same. 

If we have been lax in this, let us – like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and 
scorned its shame – likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of 
the first fruits of God’s giving to us. And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us—with a 
spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love—to share the blessings of God with those placed into our care. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-se
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-se
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  The mortgage balance at 5/31/22 is $154,392 after the 
sales proceeds from the parsonage.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30, 2022) will be 
discussed with the congregation at the annual budget meeting.

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: March April May Total

Salaries 17,528 16,634 16,593 161,127

Benefits 4,469 4,841 3,398 49,355

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 75,713
District/Synod 
Support 2,500 2,500 2,500 27,002

Electricity 1,564 1,549 1,009 12,311
Christian 
Education 24 1,160 328 4,162

Church Property 2,335 1,859 1,654 16,273

Office 1,381 1,453 1,633 16,260

Worship 1,726 76 542 7,973

Youth - 69 - 69

HRA 254 1,584 2,557 8,350

Heating Fuel 2,010 2,843 1,261 16,337
Repair and 
Maintenance 780 1,132 414 10,183

Outreach/
Missions - - 3,100 3,940

Conferences 944 - - 944

Insurance - - - (372)

Other - - 150 2,138

Total 42,398 42,583 42,022 411,765

Budgeted Needs 36,228 36,228 36,228 398,508

Pastor Brinkley 
Retirement Gift 
and Luncheon

4313 4313
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Memorial Fund
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to 

The Memorial Fund in May, 2022
Gifts have been given in Memory of To the

Roy Bohren Choir/Music
Roy Bohren Undesignated Fund
Roy Bohren
Jim Skifstad
Cliff Trevena Sunday School Fund

In Honor of the    Sunday School Fund

Funds were used to purchase a new sink for the kitchen. Thank you so much to the friends and family of 
John Maki.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie Anderson, 
Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Dave Haugen, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, 
Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is welcome 
to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also available in the Gathering space 
of the church.  Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select 
Giving and Fees in the top menu bar. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of 

________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of 

_______________________________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by

Name________________________________________Address____________________________________

Fund ________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
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