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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTORS:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

John Pasche, Vacancy Pastor
Cell- (320) 296-9877
Email - revpasche@gmail.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director
Sybil Halvorson
Assistant Teacher 
Barbara Dimino
Extended Care Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

Calling All Saints

Calling all Saints. Today is the day to proclaim victory over sin and 
the power of the devil. Yes, that means you get to shout it from the 
roof tops that Jesus is risen.

A little much? Perhaps it is a little overboard for you 
personally. But that is exactly what we have been asked to do, or 
rather commanded to do. Go forth making disciples of all nations 
sharing the message of salvation and proclaiming the love of God. 
That does sound like a huge task, but is it really?

How did Jesus minister to all nations? He didn’t travel to 
the farthest corners of the earth to share the gospel. It was really 
a rather small corner of the world that He covered. He shared with 
those around Him. They in turn shared with those around them. 
And in less than three years the whole thing was uncontainable. 
People would not stop talking about what they had seen and 
heard and how this Jesus was changing lives. 

I submit to you that this is as true today as it was 2000 
years ago. The victory Christ has over death that He shares with 
us is too precious not to share. How we share it is up to us as we 
all have different personalities, styles, and talents. Some WILL 
travel around the world to share the message while others will 
share it over a glass of ice tea in their back yard with a neighbor 
without ever once saying the word God. All are important as we 
share the love that has been shared with us.

Good Friday is the ultimate gift. The Son of God laid down 
His life for me, a poor miserable sinner. The blood has been 
spilled for all our sins for the wages of sin is death. But it is 
through Christ that we don’t stop, being separated from God. His 
victory over death is triumphantly proclaimed Easter morning and 
now He washes us and holds us in His arms as his children, 
blameless so that we get to spend eternity with Him. Now share 
that!!!

Deacon Johnny
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Wednesday, April 6:  Witness - Pontius Pilate                Maundy Thursday, April 14: Witness Judas Iscariot  
Good Friday, April 15: Witness - John, the Gospel Writer      Easter Sunday, April 17: Witness - Mary Magdalene

This year’s series paints a stunning portrait of Jesus through the eyes of 
those whose interactions with Jesus lead us to meditate on His Passion as 
recorded by St. John in his Gospel.

John tells us he wrote his Gospel: “so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 
name” (John 20:30-31).

This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of 
those who were present as part of Jesus’ journey to the cross.

Witnesses To Christ:  People From His Passion
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

 

       Easter Services at St. Matthews
•Wednesday, April 6 - Lenten Worship 6:30 pm

•Sunday, April 10 – Palm Sunday Worship 8 & 10:30 am

•Thursday, April 14 – Maundy Thursday 
Covid Conscious Worship with Holy Communion 2 pm
Worship with Holy Communion 6:30 pm

•Friday, April 15 – Good Friday Worship 6:30 pm

•Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday Worship 
                            with Holy Communion 8 & 10:30 am
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A Message from President Fondow
Recently, I ran across an article entitled “All Kinds of Bad Behavior Is on the Rise.” The writer pointed out 
that reckless driving is increasing, altercations on airplanes has exploded, the murder rate is surging in cities, 
drug overdoses are increasing, Americans are drinking more, nurses say patients are getting more abusive, 
teachers are dealing with a growing number of disruptive students, depression, suicide, and loneliness are 
on the rise. Over the past several years, and over a wide range of different behaviors, Americans have been 
acting in fewer pro-social and relational ways and in more antisocial and self-destructive ways. Add to this 
what is happening in countries around the globe and in our own lives.

So, what’s going on? 

Jesus tells us: “In the world you will have tribulation” (John 16:33).

Jesus knew the hardships and trying times that would appear in the world and in our lives. He knew that 
there would be wars and rumors of wars. Sickness, sadness, disasters, and death. Pain and pandemics. He 
knew of the stresses and burdens that would come. He knew of the sleepless nights that we would go 
through. He knew of the heartaches and sorrows. Jesus knew all things we would endure in this sin 
impacted world.

But Jesus doesn’t just tell us about our troubles. Nor does He leave us alone to deal with them. He doesn’t 
abandon us. Instead, He speaks one small sentence that offers a level of comfort that is anything but small: 
“But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Take heart, Jesus has defeated the world. Take heart, Jesus has won the battle. Take heart, Jesus has 
complete control over the world. He’s got the whole world in His hands including you and me. Even in life’s 
darkest moments…when we feel abandoned and afraid, and don’t know what to do, Jesus is there to save 
us from Satan, sin, death, and ourselves. Even when life’s outcome seems bleak, we can take heart because 
Jesus has overcome the world. “He lives to silence all our fears; He lives to wipe away our tears; He lives to 
calm our troubled hearts; He lives all blessings to impart” The victory is His and thanks be to God who has 
given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

In this world, we will have trouble. We can count on it. But in this world, we can rejoice.  Our Savior, Jesus, 
reigns over us and all. In this life, we can rejoice. Our Jesus is eagerly waiting to bring us home where there 
will be no more sighing, crying, or dying. “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Forth in the peace of Christ we go;
Christ to the world with joy we bring;
Christ in our minds, Christ on our lips
Christ in our hearts, the world’s true king.

LSB 920 v.1

May the peace of the Lord fill your hearts and your minds as you serve Him!

President Fondow

“I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you 
will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33)
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• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
• Chris Schultz

Parsonage Update
The parsonage sale is moving along well. We have a closing date of April 8th.. The buyers have asked for 
repairs on a couple of items and they will be completed in time for closing. 

In preparing for the closing, the title company discovered that the parsonage is encumbered (has a lien 
against it) by our current loan on the 2005 addition. The Lutheran Church Extension Fund is working with the 
title company to prepare documents to release the parsonage from our current mortgage. Standard practice 
for LCEF states that when a part of any church property is being sold, the proceeds will be used to pay down 
the current mortgage. While this will not allow for proceeds from the sale to be freed up for other uses at this 
time, it does allow us to significantly pay down our current mortgage. 

While the final net proceeds of the sale will not be finalized until closing, we are expecting the payment will 
allow our current church mortgage to be paid off in about three years.

Board of Church Properties

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Call Committee has been hard at work for over a year now and we have been getting feedback from the 
congregation wondering why we don’t have a pastor yet.  We understand this frustration.  There are currently 
over 500 vacancies synod wide and 19 within the MN North District.  The 2 seminaries will only be placing 84 
pastors with congregations this spring.  Currently the majority of pastors are over the age of 55 and the 
seminary graduating class is getting smaller and smaller each year.  There are 34 Districts in the entire synod 
and everyone is pulling from the same pool of pastors.  We are essentially dealing with a pastor shortage. 
 
Pastors today are often considering a number of Calls, including the one they presently serve.  We are doing 
our best to be patient so that we keep our church’s goals and direction at the forefront.  May the Lord help us 
remain faithful in searching for the shepherd that has the gifts and abilities that would be a blessing to St. 
Matthews.  We want to find a pastor who fits in with the goals, the missions and the ministry of St. Matthews 
Church and who is ready to be in the role of sole pastor and works well in team ministry.  

The Call Committee is continuing to have conversations about where we see St. Matthews in the future and 
the type of pastor that would best serve our congregation.  We have considered the option of the seminary 
again, but thought our best option is to continue to search for a pastor in the field.  We are also discussing 
pastors that have been on our previous Call lists and those we have extended Calls to.  

We ask that you continue to be patient and prayerful and to focus your heart and mind on the will of the Holy 
Spirit.  God has prepared a pastor for St. Matthews and His timing is perfect.

Blessings,
     The Call Committee
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

• Sundays 8 &10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary
• 10:30 am worship services online via Facebook
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”
• Wednesdays 6:30 pm Lent Worship in the Sanctuary
• 2nd Thursday each month - 2 pm Blessed Assurance worship with Holy Communion (for 

those with stringent health & safety precautions - Masks and social distancing required)

BIBLE STUDY:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study in the Family Life Center
• Sundays 9:15 am - Women’s Bible Study “Women of the Bible” Pastor’s Office
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study in the Fireside Room
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
• Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study “Jesus in Me- Experiencing the Holy Spirit” in 

the Fireside Room
• Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study “The Book of Isaiah” in the Fireside Room         

YOUTH:
• Sundays 9:15 am - age 3 - 6th grade Sunday School downstairs
• Sundays 9:15 am - Grades 7-12 Bible Study in the Youth Room
• Wednesdays 3:20-5 pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation in the Family Life Center/Downstairs
• Wednesdays 5-6:30 pm Grades 7-12 Be Real
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St. Matthews 
Pictorial Directory
The Christian Outreach Board is 
organizing an updated St. Matthews 
pictorial directory.  Life Touch no longer 
services our area so the directory will be 
produced by our members.  Photos can 
be submitted, taken for you by a 
member of our team (in between 
Sunday services) or you can opt to 
reuse your photo from the 2018 
directory.  See the examples of types of 
photos contained within this 
announcement.  Please complete the 
form included here and drop it in the 
collection basket, drop it off at the office 
or email the information requested to 
SMLCdirectory2022@gmail.com.

——————————————————————————————————————————————

If you opt to have your 
photo taken at church, 
you will be given a digital 
copy.

mailto:SMLCdirectory2022@gmail.com
mailto:SMLCdirectory2022@gmail.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS March  
Baptisms- 

3/12 Addalia Crow 

3/13 Bryton Wirtanen 

3/20 McCoy Jonathan Pierce 
Rahkola 

May God keep Addalia, 
Bryton, and McCoy in His 
grace unto life everlasting. 

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

March , 2022

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,600 36,200 3,400

Aug. 39,100 36,200 2,900**

Sept. 44,800 36,200 8,600

Oct. 32,100 36,200 (4,100)

Nov. 42,300 36,200  6,100**

Dec. 51,700 36,200 15,500

Jan. 38,200 36,200   2,000**

Feb. 33,100 36,200 (3,100)

March 32,400 27,200  5,200*

          353,300          316,800            36,500

 *3 out of 4 weeks   

**5 Sunday Month

Giving last year to date: $360,900
       

1- Allison Sickmann, Corey Stephenson, Liam McGraw

2- Scott Bohren, Jayden Mismash, Sofie Herman, Richard 
Colsen

3- Brent Hipp

4- Morgan Weber, Susan Stokes, Paula Maki

5- Donavon Hall, Dorothy Plaisted, Marianne Bohren, 
Colette Warren

6- Tyler Knepper, Kennadie Lammi

7- Ryan Sturm

8- Dillon Oman, Henry Hall

9- Ron Eng, Kara Zywicki, Julia Peterson

10- Bev Clark, Elias Nickila, Amy Arntson, Nancy Mosack, 
Rory Larson, Jonah Catton

11-Debbie Mattinen, Leighton Muchow

13- Abigail Bentley, Breanna Leppanen, Fred Husom

16- Kristi Hanson, Melissa Juntunen

17- Deb Buerkle. Emmet Prosen, Jonah Stork

18- Kensley Hoeffling, Keith Klosner

19- Dariano Giancola, Jacob Garay, Kyle Hall, Kristian 
Herman

20- Brian Oman, Teri Klosner, Liam Gaskell

22- Samia Anderson, Troy Koski

23- Robert Brinkley, Halo Contardo, John Beare

24- Lynda Nordstrom, Rowdy Sorenson

25- Eleanore Norbie, Jaxon Roden, Jorma Rahkola, 
Maxwell Hanni, Emma Radig

27- Nicole Lackas

28- Madalyn McComber, Caleb Hansen, Spencer Hipp, 
Taylon Sweere, Emma Rice, Rylan Laurent, Broderick 
Marsh

29- Jolie Urie, Otto Stahlbusch

30- Cindy Sinnott, Karsyn DeBondt, Delaina Tiessen, 
Howard Warren, Porter Warren
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, 
regionally recognized TV program  with a 
message for the world.  The service includes a 30 
minute worship service led by participating 
pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 
LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR 
Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

April 3 Pastor Daniel Preus, Emeritus

April 10 Pastor Mark Peske, Cohasset

April 17 Pastor Patrick Lovejoy, Grand Rapids

April 24 Pastor Matt Kohl, Cloquet

Office Hours: 
Monday 8AM-3PM 
Tuesday 8AM-3PM 

Wednesday 8AM-5PM 
Thursday 8AM-2:30PM 

Friday 8AM-3PM

 
Pastor Tom Celebration

A retirement celebration is planned to honor 
Pastor Tom for his years of service to the 
Church and God on Sunday May 22nd.  Details 
are being developed and will be communicated 
at a later date.  Check the church bulletin 
announcements, our website, or Facebook for 
details.

 

 

Saturday, April 30, 2022 
Christ Lutheran Church 

320 North 28th Street East, Superior, Wisconsin 
 

Registration: 10:00-10:30 a.m. - $5 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Stafford Thompson, 

Pastor of Hope Lutheran 
Church – “Follow Me” 

Upon graduation last year from Concordia Theological 
Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Pastor Thompson 
received the call to Hope Lutheran in Munger. He will be 
sharing with us his experience at the seminary. 

INGATHERING is for the Ruth House in Superior (donations 
requested are toilet paper, paper towels, Dawn dish soap, Kleenex, 
plastic wrap, aluminum foil and food donations – especially pasta, 
canned foods, cereal, boxed food) 
 

“And when they had brought their boats to land, they 
left everything and followed him.” 

Luke 5:11 

  
 

Crazy Making:  Why We 
Keep Doing What We Don’t 
Want to Do 
 
Experience Recovery 
For Every Hurt, Habit, or Hang Up  
Thursday Evenings at St. Matthews - 6 pm 
 
Upcoming Topic:  Crazy Making: Why We Keep Doing 
We Don’t Want to Do. This 4 week series begins April 
7th.  Please contact Deacon Johnny Eng at (218) 310-
1385 with any questions. 
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We will be reading another 
book by Lisa Wingate called 
The Book of Lost Friends for 
the month of April.  We will 
meet April 21st at 1pm in the 
Fireside Room.

For information please call 
Judy Nelson 218-590-1521

Envelope Fundraiser

Youth attending the National Youth Gathering 
this summer have an envelope display in the 
entryway.  Inside each envelope is a picture 
of a youth.  We ask that you pray for this 
youth and return the envelope with the dollar 
amount that is written on the front of the 
envelope to the church office.  Thank you for 
your continuing to pray and support our 
youth.

St. Matthew’s Men’s Fishing Retreat

When:  Friday, May 13th to Sunday, May 15th

Where: Lutheran Island Camp on East Battle Lake, near Henning, MN
What: A weekend of Fellowship, Fishing, Friendship and Fun
How: Contact Jason Rice (507) 829-8756 or jasonpaulrice@gmail.com
Cost: TBD, but typically around $130 to $150

BONUS: Saturday morning we will be having the 
Second Annual Dr. Jeff Walther Memorial Bass Tournament!
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Preschool News 

The LELP board accepted the resignations in January from Director Jennifer 
Keske and Extended Care Teacher Barbara Dimino. Both Jennifer and Barbara 
will fulfill their teaching contracts through the end of the 2021-22 school year. 

At the February board meeting, there was unanimous agreement to approve 
Sybil Halvorson (currently the Assistant Teacher) as LELP Director, effective June 
1. Sybil is a member of St. Matthews and served on the LELP board before 
joining staff in 2018. Sybil has been instrumental in helping to implement and 
personalize the new curriculum that LELP purchased last summer. She has also 
taken the lead on helping LELP become certified through the Minnesota Parent 
Aware program. This program helps parents discern which preschools/daycares 
best meet their needs. In addition, LELP staff will have access to no-cost training 
courses and, depending on the rating level that LELP attains, there may be 
scholarship money available to offer the community. 

The LELP board of directors hopes to hire a new Assistant Teacher and a new Extended Care Teacher by 
early summer. If you, or someone you know, are interested in either of these positions, a job description can 
be obtained by contacting LELP at lelpreschool@gmail.com. 

Last month, LELP received a Minnesota COVID grant for $6,888, which will be used to offset operating 
expenses. This is an answer to prayer; LELP should be able to finish its operating year in the black. 

Registration for the 2022-23 school year is underway, with Open House set for 6-7 p.m., April 19. Please invite 
everyone with preschool-aged children to this event! 

LELP staff, families and board members are grateful for your prayers. 
LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin. 

FLOWER BASKET 
FUNDRAISER

The preschool is selling Fig Tree 
flower basket certificates for $35.  
The fundraiser goes through May 
4th.  Certificates are available to 
purchase from preschool families 
or you may stop by the church 
office.
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Stewardship Corner
Blessed Shall You Be

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb 
and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed 
shall you be when you go out.” (Deuteronomy 28:3-6)

This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they stood beyond the Jordan outside of the Promised Land. He 
promises blessing to His people. He will make them prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will 
make their fruit of their work to prosper, whether from the ground, their wombs, their flocks, or their herds. He 
will make them to prosper in all things, whether upon their coming in or their going out.

But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if you obey the voice of the LORD your God.” (Deut. 28:2b) 
If they did that, He would cause that “all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you.” (Deut. 28:2a). 
If they didn’t obey the voice of the Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of the Lord and “walk in his 
ways” (Deut. 28:9), they would be met with curse and woe. The blessings would be replaced with curses. 
Everything that the Lord promised to prosper and bless would be cursed and fail.

Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into our flesh and fulfilled the law for us – in our place 
and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ died for us – in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead for us – in our place and for our benefit. By this we have justification before God. We are 
forgiven, clean, holy, and righteous. The blessing of God is promised to us in Christ Jesus. It depends upon his 
work, not ours.

All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, God claims us as His own, makes us His children, His 
heirs, and His holy people. And so it is that the work of our hands and its fruit is holy because we are holy in 
Christ. It is pressed into His service, and it thereby becomes a blessing to us and to our neighbor.

For this great gift, our reception of the blessings of God because of Christ Jesus our Lord, it is our duty to thank 
and praise, serve, and obey Him. This is not in order to receive the blessings but because in Christ we already 
have. With this in mind, we sit down on the first day of the week and set aside as He has prospered us to give 
to His church for His work of blessing in our midst (1 Cor. 16:2). 
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($607,512 as of February 28, 2022).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: December January February Total

Salaries 15,179 16,932 16,595 110,372

Benefits 3,442 4,828 3,398 36,647

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 55,064
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,500 2,500 19,502

Electricity 939 1,180 1,807 8,189
Christian 
Education 376 48 - 2,650

Church Property 1,536 2,195 2,506 10,425

Office 1,728 1,008 1,911 11,793

Worship 1,954 1,114 242 5,629

Youth - - - -

HRA 472 - - 3,955

Heating Fuel 1,901 3,175 3,109 10,223
Repair and 
Maintenance 336 270 318 7,857

Outreach/
Missions - - - 840

Conferences - - - -

Insurance - - (372)

Other 578 565 803 1,988

Total 37,741 40,698 40,072 284,762

Budgeted Needs 36,228 36,228 36,228 289,824
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to 

The Memorial Fund in February, 2022
Gifts have been given in Memory of

Judy Burshten Worship Improvement Fund
Cliff Trevena Sunday School Fund

Funds were moved to the Cemetery Fund from the Memorial fund. Thank you so much to the Don and Ardy 
Pykkonen family and to all the friends and families of loved ones who gave gifts to the Memorial Fund.

Funds were moved to the Choir/Music Fund.  Thank you so much to the Susan Nelson family and friends 
who gave gifts to the Memorial Fund.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie 
Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Dave Haugen, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret 
Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is 
welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also available in the 
Gathering space of the church.  Contributions may also be made from our church website at 
www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————

Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by

Name________________________________________Address__________________________________

Fund ________________________________________

———————————————————————————————————————————————
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