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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTORS:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

John Pasche, Vacancy Pastor
Cell- (320) 296-9877
Email - revpasche@gmail.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director
Sybil Halvorson
Assistant Teacher 
Barbara Dimino
Extended Care Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

Matthew 1:23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God 
with us”).
What a wonderful time of year! The celebration of God 
sending His Son to be our Savior. 
Matthew begins his gospel with the long lineage of Jesus. This 
draws a direct line from Abraham to Jesus. And for those who 
believed in the God of Abraham – it should have been a direct 
line to their Messiah!
We - as children of God - see Jesus as just that our Messiah – 
our Christ – our Savior. Here is our creator who desires to be 
with His creation. Separated due to sin – God now has the 
answer to reconcile us to our Lord. Galatians 4:4-5 But when 
the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.
God’s grace allows us to be “children” of our heavenly 
“Father.” He adopts us into His holy family. Not by what we 
have done but by the loving work of His Son – Jesus Christ.  
Romans 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Knowing we were lost – God steps in and saves us through 
Jesus. What an amazing verse! God sees us for who we are – 
sinners. We have no place with who is righteous and holy. And 
yet out of love – while He has full view of every sin we have 
and will commit – He chooses to forgive us and love us!

Nance and me are so excited of how God has brought us to 
St. Matthews! We have been thinking about all that has 
happened over the past year. Saying good bye to Peace 
Lutheran, Nance’s new position with United Health (a remote 
position that allows her to work from home or wherever!) We 
know God has been working on a new opportunity to serve in 
His kingdom!

I look forward to my time with Pastor Tom. God blesses 
congregations with vacancy pastors to share in the pastoral 
work until a new pastor is called to your congregation. What 
joy it is to share in such loving work – to serve the Lord by 
serving St. Matthews and the surrounding community.

May the Lord place the joy of Christmas on hearts everyday – 
we are blessed to be His children! But there is so much more 
– every day God will use us. Through us -we may be the only 
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

• Sundays 8 &10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary
• 10:30 am worship services online via Facebook
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”
• 2nd Thursday each month - 2 pm Blessed Assurance worship with Holy Communion (for 

those with stringent health & safety precautions - Masks and social distancing required for 
this service)

BIBLE STUDY:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study in the Family Life Center
• Sundays 9:15 am - Women’s Bible Study “Women of the Bible” Pastor’s Office
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study in the Fireside Room
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
• Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study “Jesus in Me- Experiencing the Holy Spirit” in 

the Fireside Room
• Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study “The Book of Isaiah” in the Fireside Room

YOUTH:
• Sundays 9:15 am - age 3 - 6th grade Sunday School downstairs
• Sundays 9:15 am - Grades 7-12 Bible Study in the Youth Room
• Wednesdays 3:20-5 pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation in the Family Life Center/Downstairs
• Wednesdays 5-7 pm Grades 7-12 Be Real

love, hope, forgiveness, patience, etc. others will experience. God sets us apart from the world and 
others will ask where does this come from? Share the joy of Christmas – it is the greatest gift we have 
received – the greatest we have to share! May, 2022 be filled with such opportunities! 

In His service, 
Pastor John Pasche

Welcome Pastor John and Nancy Pasche.  Pastor John is 
serving as Vacancy Pastor until St. Matthews receives a 
permanent pastor.  We are looking forward to him helping 
Pastor Tom, St. Matthews and our community. Please take 
some time to get to know Pastor John and his wife Nancy.
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News From The Call Committee
There were 8 nominations from the congregation that were sent to President Fondow.  He has sent us a call list 
containing 13 names of pastors from the field.  Some of the names were nominations the congregation made 
and others were names that President Fondow added to the list.  We received a personal information form and 
self-evaluation tool for most of the candidates.  This list and information will be available to the congregation in 
the church office.  Please note that this information is to be kept confidential among the congregational 
members.  The call committee will be doing research on each of the candidates, narrowing the list down and 
conducting interviews.  A congregational meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, January 16th following 
the 10:30 am service to vote on who we should place a call to. Please keep the call process in your prayers 
as we continue to search for our next shepherd. 

• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
• Chris Schultz

Parsonage Update
At our October 24th Board of Church Properties meeting, our board made the decision to consider placing 
the parsonage up for sale.  The house was built in 1996 and has served two families very well during those 
years. It needs more TLC than just the cleaning and painting that was done over the past months.  It's a 
seller's market and BCP feels now is  the best time to sell.

The trend for most of the Pastors that we have interviewed during the call process seems to indicate that 
they prefer their own home ownership.

We will follow St Matthews constitution, meaning we will set a congregation meeting date and read the 
proposal on two consecutive Sundays to the congregation prior to the voters meeting.The board of Church 
Properties would welcome your questions and  comments and you can call the church office for their names 
and phone numbers.

The Board of Church Properties

*******The Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 16th after the 10:30 service.*****

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 16th
Following  10:30 Worship Service
Items on the agenda:

Board reports

Future of parsonage

Extending another call
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Preschool News 

LELP staff and families are grateful for your prayers.  The school was closed 
November 29-December 7 due to COVID at the staff level.  Because the 
school desperately lacks substitutes, closure was the only option.  LELP 
continues to hold fundraisers and curb expenses in hopes of once again 
operating in the black. 

The Christmas program was held December 14 and attended by most of the 
students.  LELP will be closed December 23-January 3 for Christmas break, 

as the preschool follows the Esko school calendar.  If you know of any families 
looking for a preschool mid-year, please suggest LELP.  There are openings in all of the LELP programs.

LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

Blood Drive at St. Matthews

Monday, January 31st

11 am - 6pm

If you are interested in donating blood, please 
contact Carrie Bowman at (218) 879-5709.
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November - March 

November - March 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS December  
Baptism- 

December 12-  

Lincoln Rose Mass 

May God keep Lincoln in His 
grace unto life everlasting. 

Deaths and Funerals- 

December 2-  Judy Burshten 

December 21- Julie Weiler 

May God comfort these 
families through the Living 
Lord Jesus. 

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

December 21, 2021

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,600 36,200 3,400

Aug 39,100 36,200 2,900**

Sept 44,800 36,200 8,600

Oct. 32,100 36,200 (4,100)

Nov. 42,300 36,200  6,100**

Dec. 33,000 27,200  5,800*

          230,900           208,200            22,700

*3 out of 4 weeks   

**5 Sunday Month

Giving last year to date: $229,200
       
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

1- Ethan Godfrey

3- Paul Olson, Jerry Semerau, Trent Welman

4- Todd Rengo

5- Logan Maslowski, Isaac Wisted, Brayley Merrier

6- Jennifer Kuhlman, Dee Sprenger, Webster Czerwinski, 
Sharon Hughes

7- Cindy Aho, Wyatt Weber, Lyla Temoche, Emily Sturm, 
Sawyer Severson

8- Dale Erickson, Alexa Sykes

10- Tracy Durovec, Dean Kuhlman, Tim Lau, Julie Weiler, Guy 
Storck, Ava Lindquist

11- Kristi Schultz

12- Bruce Welman, Karen Sue Williams, Jeffrey Stephenson

13- David Lindstrom, Lori Hicks, Niko Martineau, Michael Abell

14- Conrad Schmidt, Mason Bober

15- Dylan Frank

16- Keith Pantsar, Cheryl Wight, Alexis Trcka

17- Cole Engen, Zachary Kangas, Leo Hallgren

18- Teagan VonGillern, Adam Dallmann

19- Stella Beck

20- Hannah Walther

22- Jeffrey Lantry, John Hustad

23- Owen Zywicki, Candyce Julia, Charles Peterson

24- George Hughes, Jeff Kazel, Scott Czerwinski

25- Rick Weiler, Morgan Stodola

26- Ben Haugen, Chelsea Laurent

27- Winnie Anderson, Scott Eskuri, Hope Czerwinski, Keith 
Jutila, Trae Witte

28- Mary Koski, Ben Fischer, Morgan Schmidt

29- Ian Hanson, Logan Sickmann

30- Drew Prachar, Natalie Hursey, Joy Skifstad, Amelia Hipp, 
Luke Kavajecz

31— Honna Olson, Jack Sheridan, Carol Putnam
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for the 
world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on 
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

January 2 Pastor Mark Peske, Cohasset January 9 Pastor Brad Felix, Virginia/Chisholm
January 16 Pastor Stafford Thompson, Munger January 23 Pastor Matthew Kohl, Cloquet
January 30 Pastor Arleigh vonSeggern, WI February 6 Pastor Robert Franck, Duluth 
February 13 John Bonk, Two Harbors

Please join us for a discussion of If I Felt Alone by Elaine Osborne on 
Thursday,  January 20th at 1pm in the Fireside Room.  This book is about 
the sewage spills here in Esko from 1980-1985 and Elaine's experiences 
as a result.  She will be joining us  for this event. All are welcome.  It is not 
necessary to read the book ahead of time.   For information, call Judy 
Nelson 218 590 1521.
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Financial Peace University for 2022                       
Planning for the future is hard when you are still paying for the 
past.  There is a better way!  Financial Peace will help you beat 
debt and plan for a future.  Are you interested?  We are hoping to 
start a 9-week class in January 2022 that is full of learning, 
entertaining videos and interaction with others.  Spread the word- 
this class is too good to pass up!!  We will put you on the path to a 
sound financial future.  For more information go to https://
www.ramseysolutions.com/ramseyplus/financial-peace.  

Our class is waiting for you.  Today it’s normal to be woke - be weird!

If you have any interest please talk to Sue or I, send us an email or give us a call.  

Joe and Sue Wischnewski

joe_wischnewski@yahoo.com

(218) 879-3510 church
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Stewardship Corner

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than to Receive

“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35) 

And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a chord that resonates in us all? Which of us can’t recall the look of 
surprise and thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those whom we love? And the joy 
written on their face when that gift is received with thanksgiving means more than all the gifts we have 
received. It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing not even His life in death – in 
order to give us back to our Father in heaven. He knew that in giving you get more because joy is 
multiplied in giving. The one who receives and the one who gives both rejoice in what is given and 
received. And, what is more, the one who receives only wants to give back to the one who gave so 
generously in thanksgiving. 

So it is with our tithes and offerings in church. We want to give because we have received from God all that 
we are and all that we have. Our giving does not originate in what we must do to earn God’s favor. We 
have God’s favor because of His gift of His Son, given through Word and Sacrament. Thus, we are made 
free from the compulsion of giving so that our tithes and offering are freely given in thanksgiving for what 
God has so generously given to us. 

Why then does the church struggle to make budgets? Why does the church always seem stretched so thin 
when it is the place where God continually gives us His forgiveness of sins? Why does the church struggle 
when God, out of love for us, generously pours out His grace and mercy?

It is because we are sinners. Our fallen nature makes us selfish and miserly. It leads us to believe that we 
can have our cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we want God’s grace and mercy; we want His blessings 
of body and soul. But we don’t want to share it with those around us. We want to remain comfortable in our 
own self-contained, neat, and tidy lives – without the headaches of loving those around us by helping them 
in their time of need. 

“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 
Remember that God has placed you in a church, not only to receive His grace and mercy, but to press His 
eternal and temporal blessings into service to your neighbor. 

Your tithes and offerings ensure that those around you have a pastor to preach the life-saving and life-
giving Word of God. They ensure that the lights, heat, and air-conditioning are working. They ensure there 
is water for Holy Baptism as well as bread and wine for Holy Communion. They even ensure that your 
pastor has food and clothing and presents for his own family. The gifts of God are immeasurable. They 
multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish and loaves in the feeding of the five thousand. 

So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remember the 
joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This same joy attends your gifts to the church.
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($620,459 as of November 30, 2021).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: September October November Total

Salaries 12,693 12,705 12,702 61,666

Benefits 5,928 4,897 4,706 24,979

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 34,415
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417 2,417 12,085

Electricity 770 830 879 4,263
Christian 
Education 2,363 (582) 13 2,226

Church Property 859 716 461 4,188

Office 943 1,802 1,215 7,146

Worship 456 1,000 410 2,319

Youth - - - -

HRA 706 39 2,500 3,483

Heating Fuel 191 208 791 2,038
Repair and 
Maintenance 1,210 1,010 - 6,933

Outreach/
Missions 150 - 30 840

Conferences - - -

Insurance - (206) (372)

Other - - 42

Total 35,569 31,925 32,801 166,251

Budgeted Needs 36,228 36,228 36,228 181,140
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Memorial Fund
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to 

The Memorial Fund in November, 2021

Gifts have been given in Memory of
Sue Nelson Undesignated Fund
Ardy & Don Pykkonen Memorial Marker for the cemetery
Ardy & Don Pykkonen Undesignated Fund
Cliff Trevena Sunday School Fund
Choir Music was purchased from the Choir/Music Fund.
Thank you to everyone for contributing to this Fund.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for 
your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  
Winnie Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Dave Haugen, Elaine Lindquist, 
Gene & Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran.

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-
one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also 
available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  Contributions may 
also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the 
top menu bar. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of: 
________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of: 
________________________________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by:

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________

Fund ___________________________________________________________________________

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Your journey from  
mourning to joy


