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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director
Sybil Halvorson
Assistant Teacher 
Barbara Dimino
Extended Care Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.   Luke 2:10-11

I enjoy the Christmas season. I like the cheerful decorations, 
spending time with family and friends, and eating Christmas 
goodies. My favorite part of Christmas, by far, though, is singing 
carols—and, above all, “Joy to the World!”

“Joy to the world! The Lord is come,” God’s people announce at 
Christmastime. Based on Psalm 98, Isaac Watts’s eighteenth-
century carol celebrates the coming of Jesus, the Christ. The joy of 
the Savior’s coming resounds throughout all of creation, even the 
fields and rocks and hills and plains “repeat the sounding joy.” This 
is good news for all of God’s world!

For some of us who are reading these words, this season may be 
far from Joyful.  We look out and see all the hurt and evil going on 
in this world and even in our own lives.  So what’s so good about 
this news announced each Christmas? Why sing this carol with 
such exuberance?  

Watts answers that question in the third stanza, where he declares 
that Jesus has come to deal with the curse of human sin and 
rebellion. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus brings the 
blessing as “far as the curse is found.”

In Watts’s hymn, this phrase repeats several times—and for good 
reason. Released from bondage to sin and the power of death 
over us, we are now freed to live with joy.  He brings peace to the 
table, He brings healing to the hurting, He brings forgiveness to 
the lost, He is the victory over death.  So let’s sing with joy that 
good news: “Joy to the world! The Lord is come”!

A very blessed Christmas to you and all your loved ones,

Pastor Tom
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Wednesday, December 1 - 6:30 pm
Advent Worship 

Sunday, December 5 - 8 & 10:30 am
Worship with Holy Communion

Wednesday, December 8 - 6:30 pm
Advent Worship 

Thursday, December 9 - 2 pm
Blessed Assurance Worship

Sunday, December 12 
8 am Worship 

10:30 am Children’s Christmas Program 

Wednesday, December 15 - 6:30 pm
Advent Worship 

Sunday, December 19 - 8 & 10:30 am
Service of Lessons & Carols with Holy Communion

Friday, December 24 - 3, 5 & 10 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

Saturday, December 25 - 9 am
Christmas Day Worship

Sunday, December 26 – 9 am
Worship 

Friday, December 31 - 4 pm
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

Christmas Schedule
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The Bright Star of Bethlehem
Midweek Advent Worship Services
Wednesdays, December 1st, 8th, 15th at 6:30 p.m.

See the birthplace of Christ in a whole new way this Advent season with The Bright Star of Bethlehem weekly 
Advent series.  Each week in this series parishioners will learn more about the little town where Jesus was 
born so long ago, and what Jesus, who is the Bright Star of Bethlehem, reveals to us even today.

Wednesday, December 1 
Jesus comes to Bethlehem to be born a star - the Star of Creation, and the ruler over heaven and earth.  His 
presence brings light to the world, which is his creation.  We were created in his image to shine forth with his 
love into the dark streets of our own cities and towns.

Wednesday, December 8
Jesus comes to Bethlehem to shine as the star of Hope to a people long forsaken.  The fears of all the years 
are washed away by the sure hope of his salvation, which we are blessed to share with the lonely and the 
least among us.

Wednesday, December 15
Jesus comes to Bethlehem to enlighten the world as the Star of Joy.  The great glad tidings he has to tell 
bring a smile to our faces as we radiate to others his good gifts of forgiveness, freedom from death and 
everlasting life.

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 12 

10:30 am

Join our children as they share the love and joy of Jesus at Christmas.
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

• Sundays 8 &10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary
• 10:30 am worship services online via Facebook
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”
• 2nd Thursday each month - 2 pm Blessed Assurance worship with Holy Communion (for 

those with stringent health & safety precautions - Masks and social distancing required for 
this service)

BIBLE STUDY:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study in the Family Life Center
• Sundays 9:15 am - Women’s Bible Study “Women of the Bible” Pastor’s Office
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study in the Fireside Room
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
• Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study “Jesus in Me- Experiencing the Holy Spirit” in 

the Fireside Room
• Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study “The Book of Isaiah” in the Fireside Room

YOUTH:
• Sundays 9:15 am - age 3 - 6th grade Sunday School downstairs
• Sundays 9:15 am - Grades 7-12 Bible Study in the Youth Room
• Tuesdays 3-5 pm - T3 Grades 7-12 in the Youth Room
• Wednesdays 3:20-5 pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation in the Family Life Center/Downstairs
• Wednesdays 5-7 pm Grades 7-12 Be Real

Sharing Tree and Mitten Baskets

St. Matthews is participating in the Sharing Tree Program 
sponsored by the Salvation Army.  Grab a tag or two from 
the tree and purchase the listed items.  You’ll be helping 
someone less fortunate at Christmas.

The mitten baskets are available for donations.  
Requested items (new preferred) include:  hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, slippers and socks.  All donations are 
brought to the Salvation Army in Cloquet for distribution.
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News From The Call Committee

 
• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
• Chris Schultz

There were 8 nominations from the congregation that were sent to President Fondow.  He has sent 
us a call list containing 13 names of pastors from the field.  Some of the names were nominations 
the congregation made and others were names that President Fondow added to the list.  We 
received a personal information form and self-evaluation tool for most of the candidates.  This list 
and information will be available to the congregation in the church office.  Please note that this 
information is to be kept confidential among the congregational members.  The call committee 
will be doing research on each of the candidates, narrowing the list down and conducting 
interviews.  Once we have narrowed the list down to our top candidates, a congregational 
meeting will be held to vote on who we should place a call to.  Please keep us in your prayers as 
we continue to search for our next shepherd. 

Preschool News 
Thank you for supporting LELP through the pie fundraiser.  The 
preschool sold more than 320 pies, raising over $1,600.

Please keep the preschool in your prayers.  The first two months 
have been filled with sick children and sick teachers (no COVID, 
fortunately).  There have also been a few children who have 
decided to dis-enroll, so LELP’s budget is getting stretched thin.  If 
you know any parents interested in sending their children to 
preschool, LELP has openings!

The next six weeks will be busy for LELP with parent-teacher conferences and a Christmas program.  
Keeping everyone healthy is of utmost concern.

LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
webextlink://Once%20we%20have%20narrowed%20the%20list%20down%20to%20our%20top%20candidates,%20a%20congregational%20meeting%20will%20be%20held%20to%20vote%20on%20who%20we%20should%20place%20a%20call%20to.
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Christmas Decorating at Church
Come help decorate our church for Christmas.

Saturday, December 4th at 9 am.
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Fun and Fellowship while 
supporting our youth!
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November - March 

November - March 
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for the 
world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on 
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

December 5 Pastor Matthew Kohl, Cloquet December 12 Pastor Matthew Kohl, Cloquet
December 19 Pastor Robert Franck, Duluth December 26 Pastor Don Stauty, Virginia/ Aurora 
January 2 Pastor Mark Peske, Cohasset January 9 Pastor Brad Felix, Virginia/Chisholm

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

Please join us for a discussion of Melody Carlson's book The Christmas 
Angel Project.  We will meet Thursday, December 16 at 1pm in the 
Fireside Room.  To order a book, and for information, please call Judy 
Nelson 218-590-1521.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS November  
Funerals 

4- Susan Adell Nelson 

12-Dale Vernon Abbott 

20- Richard “Dick” Larson 

May God comfort these families 
through the Living Lord Jesus. 

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

November 16, 2021

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,600 36,200 3,400

Aug 39,100 36,200 2,900**

Sept 44,800 36,200 8,600

Oct. 32,100 36,200 (4,100)

Nov. 28,300 21,300  7,000*

          183,900          166,100            17,800

MORTGAGE PRINCIPAL DONATION: $24,000

*3 out of 5 weeks   

**5 Sunday Month

Giving last year to date: $177,500
       
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

1- Carly Larson, Ryan Guthrie, Aeryan Lick

3- Jaxon Noordhoek, Drew Erickson, Ella McLeod, Keith 
Lennartson

4- Owen Carlson

5- Billy Ruhnke, Mason Klatte

6- Riggs Olson, Stacy Gerard, Sheila Kahlstorf

7- Charlie Klatt

8- Judy Uran

9- Kim Towns, Isaac Abell

10- Tom Solomon, Katlyn Weber

11- Georgia Guite

13-Jim Christian, Brynn Christensen

14- Norm Burshten, Darlene Hansen, Tom Hicks, Matt Rengo, 
Chris McLeod

15- James Lovstad

17- Chris Pirila, Jodi Hakamaki, Orie Randall, Ashley Hart

19- Art Boline, Barb Boline, Lora Stodola

20- Evon Lawrey, Carol Trevena, Dion Hoeffling, Jackson 
Lackas, Theo Larson

21- Robert Westerlund, Emmit Johnsen, Vivian Halvorson

22- Caden Grayson, Kari Knutson, Riley Johnson

23- Coeltan Holshouser, Keone Anderson

25- Shirley Martinek, Tim Weber, Madison Vinje, Sybil 
Halvorson

26- Sarai Lick, Theodore Olson

27- Keyenna Bissonette, Megan Mattson

28- Debra Rahkola, Maryanne Eblom

30- Vernon Johnsen, Francis Warpeha, Blake Gerard

31- Ingrid Dohler
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Stewardship Corner

Financial Peace for 2022                       

At St. Matthews
Financial Peace is a 9 week, step-by-step course to aggressively 
attack debt, learn great budget techniques, save for your future and 
to be generous givers.  The class is high energy, fun and you get 
the support of others in the class.  Besides the course, you will get 
a year’s worth of access to a great budgeting tool and resources to 
keep you going in the right direction.  This program has worked for over 6 million people!  It is 
tried and tested to work with all income levels.  

We are hoping to start a class in January, 2022 with the day, date and time to be determined 
by those who are interested in attending.  For the past seven years we have been facilitating 
Financial Peace classes, and 2021 was the first year we were not able too.  Maybe the past 
year you began to think how quickly life can change.  Would it have been less stressful if our 
financial life was in order?  

If you have any interest please talk to Sue or I, send an email or give us a call.  

As Dave Ramsey puts it “we are going to live like no one else so later we can live and give 
like no one else”.

Joe and Sue Wischnewski

Joe_wischnewski@yahoo.com

(218) 879-3510 - St. Matthews

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both body and soul, healed a man with dropsy by His Word on 
the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is a paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving for drink even 
though the body is over inflated with fluid, a craving that, when indulged, served not to ease but to feed the 
disease.  

And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails him, what 
is wrong with his body, and how to remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His 
Mother Helvia, 11.3).  

But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables buys up as many again, and 
even though he has plenty of land and money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing sleep and 
always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to diagnose the cause of this distress?  

For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. 
Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may rightly compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the more 

Continued on page 12
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the one is swollen with excess of water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: The more he abounds in riches 
… the more eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both require 
physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to the inward being. For these are 
not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be cured.  

This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed by money. “No one can serve two masters … You 
cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is 
never satisfied. We always desire more. We think, “If I just had this much then I would be happy.”  

But even when that much comes, which God gladly gives, happiness evades us. The desire for more is never 
satisfied. It demands our constant energy, either in procuring more or protecting what we already have. When 
this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that the money that He has given is no longer serving us, but we 
it. We have another master.  

To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord  Jesus Christ, our 
great physician of both body and soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man healed of dropsy. He 
shows us how we have put our fear, love, and trust in our money and not feared, loved, and trusted in Him 
above all things.  

In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that moth 
and rust destroy. You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are sorry that we 
have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God above all things. And, in the mercy and grace that He earned 
for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids us to live. 

But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has given? Do we 
simply go back to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go back to 
the old ways, the ways that lead us to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled with the grace, mercy and 
love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, and love toward is so abundant that it overflows and 
pours out onto those around us.  

So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass more. We 
give to those around us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into service 
for those who need it: our family, our society and our church. For money is God’s gift to us to serve us and 
others. Not the other way around. It serves us because it is a gift from our Father in heaven. 
 
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Continued from page 11
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Parsonage Update

It is time to give credit and to say thank you to all the people for their hard work while giving the parsonage a 
little TLC. There are too many names to mention but you all know who you are. To the outside gang that 
worked on refreshing the landscaping and trimming trees. A Thrivent action grant was used to cover the 
costs. 
From the cleaning crews who went through the house and made up a list of things that needed to be repaired 
or replaced, to the men who did those repairs. Thank you for all of your hard work. 
There is one person we must  acknowledge, and that is Steve Connor. Steve is a retired professional painter 
and he graciously volunteered to paint the entire house by himself. Thank you Steve. 
There are a few minor things left to do, and they should be done by the end of the month. The garage needs 
some attention, and that will complete the project. Once again, thank you to everyone.

Your Board of Church Properties

The LWML group met Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 6:30 pm in 
the Family Life Center. 
Seven members were present.  
Joy Skifstad opened with a devotion
The meeting was called to order by Pat Johnson
The Secretary’s report was read.
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed.
Correspondence was read.
Old Business:

•The Kitchen shower is ongoing during November.
•Muffins for Mites will not be held at this time
•The updated list of church members to receive Christmas cards was reviewed.  It was decided that no 
visits would be made this year.  It was decided to purchase a devotional card to include in the Christmas 
cards if possible.
•The Thanksgiving food drive is being done by the youth.

New Business:
•In thanksgiving for 80 years of LWML in 2022, each group is encouraged to reflect God’s love by 
blessing others with 80 something. Ideas were discussed.
•The Salvation Army Giving Tree – We have no information so far about this outreach.
•Church decorating is Saturday, December 4th at 9 am.  
•We will put out a basket again for mitten, hat and scarf donations.
•There are Prayer Shawls in the Fireside room.  Please give one out as needed. Please notify Pat 
Johnson, so the recipient can be added to the list.
•It was decided to give to various missions for our Christmas giving this year.
•Elections were held.  President – Pat Johnson and Joy Skifstad, Treasurer – Deb Hustad, Secretary – 
Judy Nelson

The next meeting will be January 11, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.
The mite devotion was on the LWML mission grant #3, Bible Books to Encourage and Strengthen Faith in 
Africa.  Mites were collected.

We joined in a closing prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,          

Judy Nelson
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($648,639 as of October 31, 2021).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: August September October Total

Salaries 11,624 12,693 12,705 48,964

Benefits 4,434 5,928 4,897 20,273

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 27,532
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417 2,417 9,668

Electricity 872 770 830 3,384
Christian 
Education 432 2,363 (582) 2,213

Church Property 760 859 716 3,727

Office 2,113 943 1,802 5,931

Worship 253 456 1,000 1,909

Youth - - - -

HRA - 706 39 983

Heating Fuel 202 191 208 1,247
Repair and 
Maintenance 2,500 1,210 1,010 6,933

Outreach/
Missions 660 150 - 810

Conferences - - -

Insurance - - (166)

Other 42 - 42

Total 33,192 35,569 31,925 133,450

Budgeted Needs 36,228 36,228 36,228 144,912
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Memorial Fund
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to The 

Memorial Fund in October, 2021
Gifts have been given in Memory of

Rev. Dr. Jeff Walther Walther Fund 
Ardy & Don Pykkonen Memorial Marker for the cemetery
Ron Semerau Undesignated Fund
Cliff Trevena Sunday School Fund
Devotional materials were purchased for the Confirmation classes from the Rod and Annie 
Weiler Fund. Thank you to friends and family of Rod and Annie.
Funds were transferred to the Sunday School account to be used for needs of the youngest 
members of our Sunday School.  Thank you to the friends and family of Afton Schmidtke.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie 
Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Dave Haugen, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret 
Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is welcome 
to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also available at the Welcome 
Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  Contributions may also be made from our church 
website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of 
________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of ______________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by

Name________________________________________Address___________________________________

Fund ________________________________________

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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http://www.stmatthewsesko.org


NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO.16

ESKO, MN 55733

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
LITTLE ESKO LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
4 ELIZABETH AVENUE
ESKO MN 55733

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Your journey from  
mourning to joy

“Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:8-11


