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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director
Sybil Halvorson
Assistant Teacher 
Barbara Dimino
Extended Care Teacher
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

The days are getting shorter and the chill in the air 
signifies that fall is here. We continue to move through the 
different seasons of the year just like life. And while the seasons 
of the year seem to be a lot more predictable, we never truly 
know just how it is going to be until we are in it. And even then, 
we are not always able to appreciate that particular season until 
sometime after we are through it because we are so busy trying 
to get through it. 

I know I shouldn’t and that I will probably catch some 
flack for bringing it up, but it is possible, even probable that 
soon we will see snowflakes flying around. Maybe this month, 
or maybe next, but we don’t really know. It may not snow until 
December. But one thing we can all agree on, I’m sure, is that it 
will snow this winter. How much and when is something we can 
predict using history, current weather patterns, radar, and 
computer models, but we can still be wrong, 

In God’s eyes we are right, or we are wrong. There is no 
in-between, there are no degrees of rightness, no sliding scale. 
We all sin and fall short of the glory of God. And no matter what 
the season is, God is always there with us waiting for us to turn 
to Him. 

Do you hear Him, feel Him, know Him? Do you know 
how much He loves you? He sent his Son to pay your debt so 
that He may have you with Him. So that we may be found 
blameless. Let’s take a moment right now and thank Him. 

God, I thank you for the gift of your Son and faith 
bestowed upon me. Please forgive me for falling short and 
continue to be there through all the seasons of my life, giving 
me what I need to carry out your will. In Jesus name, Amen.

Deacon Johnny
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

• Sundays 8 &10:30 am Worship in the Sanctuary
• 10:30 am worship services online via Facebook
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”

BIBLE STUDY:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study in the Family Life Center
• Sundays 9:15 am - Women’s Bible Study “Women of the Bible” Pastor Tom’s Office
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study in the Fireside Room
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
• Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study “Jesus in Me- Experiencing the Holy Spirit” in 

the Fireside Room
• Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study “The Book of Isaiah” in the Fireside Room

YOUTH:
• Sundays 9:15 am - age 3 - 6th grade Sunday School downstairs
• Sundays 9:15 am - Grades 7-12 Bible Study in the Youth Room
• Tuesdays 3-5 pm - T3 Grades 7-12 in the Youth Room
• Wednesdays 3:20-5 pm 7th and 8th grade Confirmation in the Family Life Center/Downstairs
• Wednesdays 5-7 pm Grades 7-12 Be Real

News From The Call Committee

Thanks to all who attended the congregational call meeting on September 19th.  The congregation voted to 
place a call to Pastor Noah Wehrspann as Associate Pastor.  The call packet was mailed out this past week 
to Pastor Noah.  We ask for prayers for the Lord to be with him, his family and his congregation as he 
discerns where the Holy Spirit is calling him to serve.  Pastor Noah plans on visiting the church and area in 
the near future.  He will take some time to review the call packet and pray over making a decision.  We will 
notify the congregation as soon as we have more information.  Watch the weekly announcements for 
updates.    
• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
•Chris Schultz
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7th and 8th Grade Confirmation

Confirmation Class:  

 Wednesdays 3:20 - 5 pm

Come after school to St. Matthews for class.

Preschool News 

The school year is off to a solid start with 25 children enrolled.  God is 
faithful and we are grateful!  There are 12-13 students attending each day 
(LELP is licensed for 20 students/day).  We are very close to operating 
within budget (14 students/day).  Historically, additional students enroll 
during the year.  There are also six children in the after-care program and 
two children in the before-care program, which helps the LELP budget as 
well.

We continue to need LELP board members from St. Matthews.  When the 
preschool moved to St. Matthews several years ago, the congregation 

agreed to uphold this new ministry.  Many people have been involved over the years, but LELP currently is 
struggling to find board members.  Are you aware that LELP is a small business that operates within the walls 
of St. Matthews?  LELP has three permanent part-time employees and two occasional substitutes.  LELP 
owns personal property, has liability insurance and manages a several-thousand dollar annual budget.  As of 
today, there are two St. Matthews board members and one parent member; voting and decision-making is 
difficult when a board member misses a meeting!  LELP needs St. Matthews members to uphold this ministry 
(the time commitment is nominal — maybe 3 hours/month); most important is idea-sharing and moral support 
for the teaching staff.  Please pray about this opportunity to serve.  If you are willing to help, please contact 
Laura Hanson at 591-1073.

LELP also continues to need substitute teachers; teaching and/or day care experience is especially desired.  
For more information, email the school at lelpreschool@gmail.com. 

LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin. 
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LWML SUNDAY IS OCTOBER 3, 2021
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly … As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace (1 Peter 4:8,10). Our congregation will have the opportunity to gather 
together in worship under the theme “Our Hearts in HIS Hand,” in celebration of LWML Sunday 2021 on 
October 3. Our LWML looks forward to a time of sharing with you the wonderful missions of the LWML — 
God’s ministry around the world through mites, service, and prayer. 

DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR MITES! What are mites? 
Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4), the Mite Box is intended for regular 
contributions of "mites" — offerings above and beyond the support given to congregations and the LCMS. 
Mite Box contributions amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission grants and 
implement the LWML program.
Mite Boxes, available from the district, zone, or LWML office, are distributed to every woman in a society, 
and often to each member of the congregation. Local groups submit Mite Box offerings to the appointed 
district officer. If you would like a Mite Box – they will be given out on Sunday, October 3. You can also get 
one anytime by stopping in the church office.

The Widow's Mite - Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples 
to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 
They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live 
on" (Mark 12:41–43).

MUFFINS FOR MITES
Baked goods to take home with you will be available on Sunday, October 3. 
The mites gathered for this will be used for 2021-2023 National Mission Projects. 
A list of these projects is on the church bulletin board and online at https://
www.lwml.org/mission-grants
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SUNDAY MORNING 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS

9:15 AM in the Family Life Center

Called - A Nurturing Your Faith Study 
By: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Nurturing Your Faith: Called is a four-session Bible 
study based on Ephesians. Individual sessions look 
at how we are called by God, called to faith, called 

to service, and called to share. Lutheran Hour 
Speaker Rev. Dr. Mike Zeigler gives a video 

introduction to all four sessions. 

 

Youth will be taking orders October 31-November 7. 

https://www.lhm.org/studies/author.asp?id=32594
https://www.lhm.org/studies/author.asp?id=32594
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Are We Having The Harvest Dinner This October?

Due to continuing health and safety concerns as they relate to Covid, St. Matthews will not be having the 
Fall Harvest Dinner this year. As you may know, we have used the money raised at this dinner to help fund 
local projects, people, & organizations. Last time we had the dinner we were able to give $4,500 to the 
following:

•MN Teen Challenge
•Union Gospel Mission
•Damiano Center Social Services
•Local Families in Need (Christmas Baskets)
•Second Harvest Foods – Northern Lakes, Duluth
•Orphan Grain Train
•My Savior Lives Television Ministry
•College & Seminary Students
•Mission Families supported by our church
•Bethesda Lutheran Home
•Lutheran Bible Translators

How can we help these projects, people & organizations 
this year if we are not having our dinner?
We are asking you to consider donating the money that you would have spent on a meal ticket, or food 
donation. These donations will help us to be able to give to others again this year. There will be a designated 
box in the narthex throughout the month of October. Thank you for your continued support to our local 
people and organizations.
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The Book Discussion Group will meet in October. Please check the Sunday 
announcements for information on the date and time of the meeting and the 
book we will be reading.  For information, please call Judy Nelson at 
218-590-1521.
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for the 
world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on 
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

October 3  Pastor Mark Peske October 10 Pastor Patrick Lovejoy October 17 Pastor Jim Anthony
October 24  Pastor John Bonk October 31 Pastor Matthew Kohl

Pastor Jeff Memorial Committee Update

We have been meeting since early June to collect ideas and scope individual projects.  To date the following 
projects are being discussed as memorials in honor of Pastor Jeff; outdoor worship and other ministry center 
(currently planned to be built off the east end of the parking lot), an indoor stained glass panel, metal art, 
quilted wall hanging (complete), prayer garden and plant trees.  Some of the projects may be included as a 
part of the outdoor worship center project.  A conceptual representation of the outdoor worship center is 
included with this article.  If all of the projects were done, the cost is estimated at $25,000 to $30,000.  
Currently there is about $7,000 in memorials which have been given in honor of Pastor Jeff.  If you would like 
to contribute to this project, please designate Pastor Jeff memorial on your gift.  Donations can be given 
through the office, collection plate and the church website giving page.  We will do as many of the projects as 
we have funding to support.  If you have questions or input, please contact one of the Committee members; 
Winnie Anderson, Pastor Tom, Bob DeCaigny, Lynnette Shannon, Cherri Sykes or Christina Walther.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
September  

Baptisms 

26-  Elsie Kaye Axelson 
 Finn Michael Axelson 

Weddings 

11-  Bree Ahsenmacher &  

 Victor Musech 

25-  Joni Calverly &  

 Tim Aldridge 

Funerals & Memorials 

11-  Pat Bailey 

18-  Don & Ardy Pykkonen 

20-  Marvin Rintala 

1- Brenda Fischer, Martha Stephenson 

3- Matthew Frank, Auja Contardo, Reese Kuklinski, Elma 
Stahlbusch

4- Ann King, Reid Davidson 

5- Eugene Lindquist, Chris Nelson, Jessica Pagelkopf 

6- Martha Kesti, Mary Lee, Joni Calverly 

7- Ethan Linder, Amy Issendorf, Ava Zywicki, Emmie Anderson, 
Deja Olson

8- Aimee Peterson, Debbie Radosevich, GiGi Toman, Debora 
Zauhar 

9-Jayden Shelton, Cale Prosen 

10- Austin Bentley, Melissa Martineau, Alexis Niemi, Kenzie Weber 

11- Eve Lehman, Tricia Bentley, Chase Walz, Liv Krueger

12- Roy Bohren, Parker Sickmann   13- Shawn Stewart 

14- Angela Mismash, Jack Hakala, Austen Kovac 

15- Cindy Purcell, Sydney Grayson, Tina Welman, Jeff Ojanen, 
Norah Stephenson 

16- Marjie Larsen. 17- Megan Abrahamson, Danielle Lane

18- Kaylee Anderson, Dylan Klatte 

19- Rocci Contardo, Keith Halvorson, Selma Stephenson 

20- Carol Granholm, Cooper Czerwinski 

21- Benjamin Bissonette, Eli Belich 

22- Kathy Richardson, Weston Hanni, Liam McCullough

23- Nathan Bentley, Connor Dallmann     

24- Jodi Grayson, Rick Olson, Jacob Iallonardo, Logan Laurent

25- Owen Wilson, Bryce Sweere, Marc Peterson 

27- Howard Janke, Logan Lanthier, Jeff Carlson, Mitch Erickson 

28- Alex Walther 29- Mollie Belich, John Bergman, Dylan Prachar 

30-Jack Kuhlman, Jayce Johanson, Daniel DeMuth, Hannah 
Roemer, Trishia Hipp      31- Karen Sample

Please join St. Matthew’s Church Choir as we 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 

Wednesdays from 7-8 pm 

Kindly bring a mask.  Thanks, Sheri Herman
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LWML
The LWML group met Tuesday, September 14, at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room. Seven members were 
present.  

Joy Skifstad opened with prayer

The meeting was called to order by Pat Johnson

The Treasurers report was reviewed.

Correspondence was received and read. 

Old Business:
A discussion was held about the possibility of getting a new sink and faucet in the church kitchen.

New Business:
•It was moved and seconded to fund registration and mileage for Mary Brinkley and Christina Walther to 
attend the church worker’s wives retreat at Lutheran Island Camp.
•There will be no Fall Harvest Dinner this year.  It was decided to ask for donations for the mission 
projects our own LWML usually supports with funds earned from the Harvest Dinner.
•LWML Sunday is October 3.  It was decided to have Muffins for Mites available with funds raised going 
to The District and National LWML Mite Funds.
•LWML Fall Rally is at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Cloquet on Saturday, October 16th.  
Registration is at 10am with the rally at 10:30 to 1pm. Cost is $5. Details are on the banner displayed at 
church.

The mite devotion was on the LWML mission grant #1, Deaconess Ministry, Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch. 
Mites were collected.

Joy led the Bible study – “Love Abounding” from the Fall Lutheran Women’s Quarterly. We studied 
remembering God’s love, God’s redeeming love, and responding in love.  Psalm 117:2 “For great is his 
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.  Praise the Lord!”

We joined in a closing prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,          
Judy Nelson
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You are invited to meet with Lutheran Women’s Missionary League friends at Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Cloquet on Saturday, October 16.  People  you know, “Women 
of Faith,” will tell their faith experiences and inspiration, as well as a short worship time, a 
little business meeting, and a chance to visit with friends from our area. Plan to bring a friend, 
add to the ingathering items below and share lunch. Register 10-10;30, $5. Our Redeemer is 
near the local hospital, Hwy 33 and the North Cloquet Road.


Carlton County Health & Human Services of Cloquet help low income mothers with 
prenatal care, birth of baby and afterwards. Clients can go to the office or call when they have 
a need. Nurses will go out to the client’s home if it is necessary. 


They are in need of the INGATHERING items below: 
Infant wipes, fragrance-free (small packages);        Pajamas for newborn to 5 years old;

Hats and mittens;      Socks;      Boots to 5 years old;        Teething toys newborn to 3 years;

Nursing pads;      Baby quilts;      Board books (alphabet);     Cloth books for pre-school-age;

Small gifts for Mom: travel coffee cups, tea bags, packages of cocoa, small books of poems/
thoughts for the day.


“Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,  
but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.”   

Proverbs 31:30 
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Stewardship Corner
Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the Word 
and instruction of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 
6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6).

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We are bearing 
fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, 
we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did.

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same mannerisms and 
characteristics as their parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more 
mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand 
and sit and walk, and how they do and say most everything. Then children try to copy it.

This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want them to. 
Everyone has been in the uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does or says 
something one of their parents have done or said that is less than polite. Sitcoms thrive on these. It only 
works because of the truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because they want to be like 
them.

We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what 
He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins. In exchange, He gives us His 
righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as His children. 
We are sons of God in Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share in the glory of 
the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace, mercy, and generosity in sending His 
Son in time to save us for all eternity.

This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly 
Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the church 
because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we desire to 
give ourselves. His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As Luther’s Small 
Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:

Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all 
evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily 
bread with thanksgiving. 

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and 
needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, 
a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good 
government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful 
neighbors, and the like.

Continued on page 14
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($656,948 as of 8/31/21).

St. Matthews 
Offering Income
September 14, 2021

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,600 36,200 3,400

Aug 39,100 36,200 2,900**

Sept 22,700 18,100 4,600*

          101,400 90,500           10,900

*2 out of 4 weeks   

**5 Sunday Month

Giving last year to date:  $94,400
       
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his 
love endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows 
no bounds.

Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week 
and set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. This is not done because 
He has commanded us so to do but rather because we, as His children by grace, want to emulate His 
generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents.

Church 
Operating 
Expenses Paid:

July August Total

Salaries 11,942 11,624 23,566
Benefits 5,014 4,434 9,448
Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 13,766
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417 4,834

Electricity 912 872 1,784
Christian 
Education - 432 432

Church 
Property 1,392 760 2,152

Office 1,073 2,113 3,186
Worship 200 253 453
Youth - - -
HRA 238 - 238
Heating Fuel 646 202 848
Repair and 
Maintenance 2,213 2,500 4,713

Outreach/
Missions - 660 660

Conferences - - -
Insurance (166) - (166)
Other - 42 42

Total 32,764 33,192 65,956

Budgeted 
Needs 36,228 36,228 72,456
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Memorial Fund

Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift 
to The Memorial Fund in August 2021

Gifts have been given in Memory of:

Doris Naslund Undesignated Fund
Rev. Dr. Jeff Walther Walther Fund – Outdoor monument
Afton Schmidtke
Clifford Trevena Sunday School Fund
Roland Uran Power Door Fund

•Power door openers were installed in the front entry.  Thank you so much for this generous gift from the 
Uran family and friends.
•A memorial quilt was framed and hung in the narthex in memory of Pastor Jeff Walther.  Thank you so 
much for the gifts from friends and family.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie Anderson, 
Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, 
Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is welcome 
to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also available at the Welcome Center 
and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  Contributions may also be made from our church website at 
www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————

Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by

Name________________________________________Address____________________________________

Fund ________________________________________

————————————————————————————————————————————————
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