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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director/Teacher
Sybil Halvorson
Preschool Teacher 
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Jen Prachar, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

“Enjoyment and Peace with God” continued on page 2

Enjoyment And Peace With God
Last month we talked about how big God is. In the last 

months’ worth of sermons we looked at our part, or at least I 
hope we all did, and where were we falling short or just not 
following God in what He has called us to. While that is 
something we should be doing daily, I know one of the areas 
tends to be service. Getting out of ourselves and looking to help 
others. And not always that we don’t do it, but sometimes we do 
it expecting something in return, be it recognition, praise, or 
some other type of compensation. Our motives are sometimes 
misdirected even though what we are doing is good.

There is one thing that I don’t think we talk about much 
that I would like to bring up here. One thing that God desires us 
to do that we seem to get too busy to remember to do. Enjoy his 
creation. He wants us to enjoy what is all around us, to be part 
of what is happening here or there or wherever it may be.  To 
get out of the hustle and bustle of our fast paced rat race and to 
be with God in His creation, and to enjoy all that He has given 
us.

The Olympics are taking place and some of us take 
great joy in watching the competitions. I watched yesterday and 
saw a woman from Bermuda win the gold in the triathlon, the 
smallest county to win. All three medalists had never won a 
medal in the Olympics before. The Olympics are full of stories 
like that. Or the 46-year-old gymnast that competed in her 8th 
Olympics in a sport where many had retired half of her lifetime 
ago. Or the surfers relishing the waves the tropical storm was 
sending in for them to compete on. If you like human stories, 
the Olympics are full of heartache and triumph. 

If you like dry weather this has been the summer for you 
because it is dry. It has been fantastic weather to get out and 
enjoy the sun and to go places and see things without really 
having to think about packing an umbrella unless it was for 
shade purposes. 

And people, it has been good to be with people again. 
For us people people, it is so nice to get out with people again. 
Did I mention I really like people? There are several events 
coming up such as City on the Hill (Aug 6-7), Wood City 
Worship Festival (Aug 14), church potluck and movie night (Aug 
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

• Sundays - 9 am - Worship in the sanctuary with safety guidelines
• Sundays - 9 am worship services online via Facebook and posted to our website
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”

BIBLE STUDY:
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study at church
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook

YOUTH:
• Find Youth Events in this newsletter

“Enjoyment and peace with God” continued from page 1

No, summer doesn’t last forever, and yes, we try to cram a lot into it.  But in these words I find 
comfort. Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

God gives us that hope and with that hope we find peace. May you find that enjoyment 
and peace with God in this world as we walk on in His Glory. 

Deacon Johnny

Outdoor Worship
Outdoor Worship at St. Matthews 
August 1st at 9 am

Bring your lawn chair and your family, friends and neighbors to worship outside in our beautiful summer 
weather.
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NEWS FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE

Thanks to all who attended the congregational meeting on July 25.  The congregation voted to 
place a call for an associate pastor.  The call packet will be sent to this pastor before August 1st.  
We ask for prayers for the Lord to be with this pastor, his family, and his congregation as he 
discerns where the Holy Spirit is calling him to serve.  This pastor will take a few weeks to review 
the call packet and pray over making a decision.  We will notify the congregation as soon as we 
have more information.  Watch the weekly announcements for updates.

• Sue Wischnewski • Dan Heikkinen • Jen Prachar 
• Brenda Hall • Pat Johnson • Isaac Wisted 
• Dave Haugen • Ron Eng • Joe Klatt 
• Scott Prachar • Chris Nelson • Deb Haugen 
•Chris Schultz

Preschool News
Many thanks to Emily Krueger for designing the preschool’s new logo!  
The teachers and board members are excited about the new look that 
also includes a slight name change.  A new banner has been ordered for 
the church yard.

Registration continues for fall enrollment; as of the June meeting, there 
are 8 students enrolled.  LELP is licensed for 20 students; 14 students will 
enable LELP to operate within its budget.  Only one of the five preschools 

in Esko are fully enrolled so far for the fall.  If you are on Facebook, please “like” the LELP page and share 
our posts.  We will continue to accept registrations throughout the year.

Substitute teachers are needed.  Anyone with teaching and/or day care experience is encouraged to apply.  
A background check is required; substitute pay is $15/hour.  For more information, email the school: 
lelpreschool@gmail.com.

Board members are also still needed.  According to the LELP bylaws, we need at least three more members 
from St. Matthews.  The time commitment is nominal (maybe 3 hours/month); most important is idea-
sharing and moral support for the teaching staff.  Perhaps God is calling you to join the board?  If you are 
willing to help, please contact Laura Hanson at 591-1073.

LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.
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FAMILY FUN 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18 

St. Matthews Parking Lot 

Food & Games – 6:30 pm 
Movie Starts at Dusk 

& MOVIE Night 
POTLUCK PICNIC 
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Pastor Jeff Memorial Committee Update
We have been meeting over the summer to collect ideas and scope individual projects.  To date the 
following projects are being discussed as memorials in honor of Pastor Jeff; outdoor worship (and other 
ministry) center (currently planned to be built off the east end of the parking lot), an indoor stained glass 
panel, metal art, quilted wall hanging, prayer garden and plant trees.  Some of the projects could be 
included with the outdoor worship center.  A conceptual rendering of a potential design of the outdoor 
worship center is included with this article.  If all of the projects were done, the cost is estimated at 
$25,000 to $30,000.  Currently there is about $7,000 in memorials which have been given in honor of 
Pastor Jeff.  If you would like to contribute to this project, please designate Pastor Jeff memorial on your 
gift.  We will do as many of the projects as we have funding to support.  If you have questions or input, 
please contact one of the Committee members; Winnie Anderson, Pastor Tom, Bob DeCaigny, Lynnette 
Shannon, Cherri Sykes or Christina Walther.

There are new automatic door openers on the 
west side of the front entry of our church!  This is 
a much needed improvement to our building and 
brings us closer to AOA requirements.  Thank you 
for the generous donation from the Roland Uran 

Memorial and to all who worked to make this 
project possible!

Have You Noticed?
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for the 
world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on 
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

August 1
Pastor Troy Peperkorn

August 15
Pastor Jonathan Watt

CITY ON THE HILL 
MUSIC FEST - 

AUGUST 6th & 7th, 2021

City On The Hill Music Fest will bring 
together people of faith for 2 DAYS of 

fellowship and music at beautiful 
Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth, MN.

August 8
Pastor Don Stauty
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1- Kari Straub, Otto Thompson

2- Emma Calverly, Avery Martineau, Emmitt Hallgren

3- Nikki Czerwiński, Jayce Koskela

4- Julie Kesti, David Reuer, Christine Siciliano, Grace 
Rosendahl

5- Emilia Pianalto, Heather Linder

6-  Margaret Colberg, Donald Lanhart

7- Peter Young, Tiffany Weber, Adley Loge

8- Peter LaCourse, Madyson Lawrey, Eli Erickson

9- Christine Abell

10- Michaela Olson, David Jauhola, Cherri Sykes

11- Earl Brinkley, Terri Lennartson, David Lindstrom

13- Becky Christensen, Jennifer Carlson

16- Sophia Kangas

17- Dawson Prachar, Jeremy Straub, Cale Haugen, 
Kaydence Lammi

18- Noah Hansen, Laurene Hutchison

19- Nicole Mismash, Paiton Plante

21- Staci Wisted

22- Natalie Forslund, Luca Giancola

23- Janet Economy, Olivia Jacobi, Jenna Sturm

25- Gary Hughes, Jim Skifstad, Brennan Gerard

26- Gerry Bohren, Mark Rossetti, Dan Linder

27- Niika Stahlbusch

28- Shelly Colsen

29- Travis Mangan Jr.

30- Lindsay Pantsar, Mike Rush, Lucas Hanson

31- Elaine Lindquist, Bryan Hipp, John Murray

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

July 22, 2021

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 31,700 27,200 4,500

*3 out of 4 weeks          

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

Baptism

July 18

Mabry Abrahamson

Wedding

July 17

Riggs Olson and Kianna Asbell
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Stewardship Corner

Type to enter text

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a 
moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above 
the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord 
who made her and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from 
death, and the power of the devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and 
Sacrament; would continue to do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life 
because that is the character of the God she had. 

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are 
tempted to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide 
for us. We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and 
keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need 
and desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given. 

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons 
of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything 
is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial 
matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands. 

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 
16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of 
giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)! 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without 
generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we 
live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and 
without resources for the poor and needy.

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the 
fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor 
(Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us. 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 
10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through 
your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church.
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($665,188 as of 6/30/21).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: April May June Total

Salaries 13,146 12,430 11,592 165,502

Benefits 6,645 5,243 7,193 76,639

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 82,596
District/Synod 
Support 2,083 2,083 2,083 27,000

Electricity 1,002 955 804 11,027
Christian 
Education 782 630 593 5,070

Church Property 546 607 648 8,232

Office 1,065 1,867 1,449 17,675

Worship 183 1,300 379 6,666

Youth - - - 36

HRA 577 54 - 5,067

Heating Fuel 1,098 720 497 8,830
Repair and 
Maintenance - 15 2,300 7,254

Outreach/Missions - - 98 3,545

Conferences - - - 50

Insurance - - 11,672 11,591

Other - 100 100 2,188

Total 34,010 32,887 46,291 438,968

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916 42,916 514,992
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Memorial Fund
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift to The 

Memorial Fund in June 2021

Gifts have been given in Memory of
John Maki Undesignated Fund
Jodie Shelton Undesignated Fund
Clifford Trevena Sunday School Fund
Reverend Doctor Jeffrey Walther Walther Fund

Funds 
•Church security systems were updated with the help of funds from the Undesignated Fund. Thank you to 
families and friends who donate to this fund.
•Power door openers were installed in the front entry.  Thank you so much for this generous gift from the 
Uran family and friends.

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift.

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie Anderson, 
Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, 
Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-one, is welcome 
to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also available at the Welcome 
Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  Contributions may also be made from our church 
website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————
Memorial Fund

In Loving memory of 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by

Name________________________________________Address___________________________________

Fund ________________________________________

————————————————————————————————————————————————
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