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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director/Teacher
Sybil Halvorson
Preschool Teacher 
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Emily Krueger, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

Do you feel like Celebrating?
By Christina Walther

He is risen! He is risen, indeed. Alleluia! What a celebration 
Easter was! A beautiful worship service, delicious pancake 
breakfast, and time with family! It was truly joyous!
I hope you were able to celebrate Easter in a way that was 
meaningful and memorable for you.  It is incredibly uplifting to 
my soul when I have a reason to celebrate. The excitement 
and anticipation of a joyous event is sometimes too much to 
handle. Like children we may get impatient and ask; is it 
time? Are we there yet? I can’t wait! Can we go now, 
please?!

I was talking with my parents on the phone a couple of days 
after the latest shooting tragedy in Minneapolis. They were 
on a walk around the park near their home in South 
Minneapolis. My dad mentioned that they had to be in their 
house in the next 15 minutes as there was a curfew that 
night. I was saddened by the tragic events that led to the 
need for this. I didn’t feel like celebrating anymore.

When troubling times fill our lives we may not feel like 
celebrating. We can get wrapped up in the stress and 
difficulties in the world around us. Our world, and even 
closer, our state, is filled with illness and violence. Things 
seem, at times, to be spiraling in a downward direction. Yet, 
there is comfort in the words of Paul in Romans 8:31 which 
says; “What then shall we say in regard to these things? If 
God is for us, who can be against us?”

How awesome is that?! God is telling us that He is always in 
our corner, by our side, holding our hand, and guiding our 
footsteps. Always! What if I’m having one of those days 
where nothing seems to be going right? God is there. Bad 
news from the doctor? God is there. Having an argument 
with a friend? God is there too. What if I make a bad decision 
that affected others around me? God is there! Test Anxiety? 
Yep. Lost my job? You bet. Feeling down or depressed? God 
is there for sure. Grieving the death of a loved one? God is 
with us.

God doesn’t promise our lives will be easy and free of pain 
and troubles. He does promise that He will always be with us!  
I tell you, friends, God NEVER leaves us, in good times or 
bad. So there is always a reason to celebrate, a reason that 
is above earthly troubles. When we allow the Holy Spirit to fill 
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church

WORSHIP:
• Sundays - 8 and 10:30 am - Worship in the sanctuary with safety guidelines
• Sundays - 10:30 am worship services online via Facebook and posted to our website
• Sundays - 9:30 am - TV option Channel 6 (KBJR) airs “My Savior Lives”

BIBLE STUDY:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study via Zoom
• Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study at church
• Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
• Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study at church 
• Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study at church

YOUTH:
• Sundays 9:15 am - Family Sunday School at church                                                                                                  

(preschool - sixth grade with your parents)
• Sundays 9:15 am - Youth Bible Study (grades 7-12) at church
• Tuesdays 3:30 pm -T3 Hangout (grades 7-12) at church
• Thursdays 6 pm - Youth Group (grades 7-12) at church

our hearts and give us some joy and peace, in the midst of our struggles, God is giving us a sense of what is 
coming, a foretaste of the feast to come with him in Heaven.

Do you have a reason to celebrate? We all do! God does not ask us to find joy in those sorrowful or hurtful 
events themselves, but that we continue to rejoice and give thanks to God for all that He gives us, recognizing 
that He is with us at all times. May we all find joy and peace amidst our trials. “Rejoice always, pray 
continually, give thanks in all circumstance; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18). Christ’s resurrection and forgiveness of our sins is truly a reason to celebrate! He is risen! He is 
risen, indeed! Alleluia!
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 Call Committee Members Contact List

Chair
Dan Heikkinen (218) 393-4195
Vice Chair
Dave Haugen (218) 491-1883/(218) 879-9611

Ron Eng (218) 384-4104 Brenda Hall (218) 391-9733
Deb Haugen (218) 879-9611 Pat Johnson (218) 391-4016/(218) 879-7897 
Joe Klatt (218) 491-1688 Chris Nelson (218) 380-2450
Jen Prachar (218) 391-0503 Scott Prachar (218) 391-9442
Chris Schultz (218) 461-7156 Sue Wischnewski (218) 348-6033
Isaac Wisted (218) 451-6687

Church Staff/Consultants  Pastor Tom Brinkley (218) 343-2080 and Christina Walther (218) 391-3649

Update From The Call Committee

The call committee was recently informed by President Fondow that Robert Schrader would not be getting 
placed with our church.  Even though we were disappointed with the news, we know that God’s plans are 
bigger than ours and He will provide for us what we need.  With that being said, we are back to the drawing 
board and looking at pastors from the field.  President Fondow attended our meeting on April 20th to provide 
us with guidance and timelines as we move forward.  We are asking the congregation if you know of a pastor 
outside the Lake Superior Council that you would like to make a call to, that you would fill out a nomination 
form.  Copies can be found in the church office.  We will need all nomination forms returned to the church 
office by Monday, May 3rd.  All forms will be submitted to and reviewed by President Fondow.  He will provide 
us with a call list of approved nominations, as well as, names he would recommend.  The call committee will 
narrow the call list down to 3 to 6 names to bring forward to the congregation.  Be on the lookout for further 
details regarding a congregational meeting to discuss these nominations and to take a vote on who we would 
like to make a call to.  As always, please reach out to any committee member with any questions you have.  

Memorial for Pastor Jeff

The Christian Outreach Board has been working on an idea to purchase and install something in the 
church as a memorial to Pastor Jeff.  An idea we have been working on is a mountain scene wall panel 
arrangement for the wall behind the Welcome Center.  There may be other ideas.  We are exploring the 
formation of a sub-committee to make a recommendation to the Christian Outreach Board on what 
should be done.  If you care to serve on the sub-committee or provide ideas as to what the memorial 
might be, please contact Bob DeCaigny at bobpegbeck@aol.com or 879-2471.  Thank you for your 
consideration.
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Board Members Needed

June is the end of the current board member terms, so we need new people to fill the spaces on the six 
boards we have at St. Matthews.  Please consider getting involved in God’s work through a board.

Boards include:  Lay Ministry, Stewardship, Christian Education, Property, Christian Outreach and Youth

Please contact one of these boards or President Dave Haugen at 879-9611 or Ron Eng at 384-4104

 

MAY 6TH 2021 7PM 
NATIONAL DAY 
OF PRAYER 
Sponsored by the Cloquet Ministerial Alliance and hosted at Queen 

of Peace all are invited to the National Day of Prayer. The day 

begins at 8:10 am with Catholic Mass. Queen of Peace will be open 

throughout the day for private prayer. The day will conclude with 

an ecumenical worship service at 7 pm. Join your fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ to pray for our nation and one another.  

  

 

SPONSORED BY THE 
CLOQUET 

MINISTERIAL 
ALLIANCE 

 

ECUMENICAL 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

6-8 PM 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

LOCATION: QUEEN 
OF PEACE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH 

 

CHURCH WILL BE 
OPEN THORUGHOUT 

THE DAY FOR 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

QUEEN OF PEACE 
102 4th Street 

Cloquet 
218-879-6793 

www.qopparish.com 
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Our preschool is selling hanging flower basket 
certificates from the FigTree for $29 each.  
Certificates are available for purchase from our 
preschool families or the church office until May 5th.
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2021 Pictorial Directory On Pause

At the April Christian Outreach Board meeting we decided to put the 2021 
Pictorial Directory on pause.  We will resume our efforts with Emily Krueger in 
the Fall.  We would like to see if a Pastor call is accepted so he and his family 
could be included.  Additionally, it will be easier to get updates to the 2018 
content by setting up tables for people to stop by after Sunday services.  To 
facilitate that, we are hopeful that by Fall that the pandemic will quiet down and 
our weekend attendance will be back closer to “normal” levels.  If you have any 
questions or comments, please contact Bob DeCaigny at 879-2471 or 
bobpegbeck@aol.com
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My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for the 
world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North 
District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on 
KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

Enrollment is Now Open! 
2021-22 School Year 

Tuesday/ Thursday Morning Class - 3 yr old 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday Morning Class - 4 yr old 

Monday- Friday available for 4 yr old 
All classes are 8:15 -11:30 am 

Extended care offered 7:30 am - 5:30 pm  
LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.  

Our theme based Christian curriculum is designed to teach school readiness skills  
through fun and meaningful activities. 

 lelpreschool@gmail.com   218-879-3510   stmatthewsesko.org 

May 2 May 9
Pastor Matt Kohl, Cloquet Pastor Arleigh vonSeggern, WI

May 16 May 23
Pastor Don Stauty, Virginia/Aurora Pastor Mark Peske, Cohasset

May 30
Pastor Robert Franck, Duluth

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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1- Jace Stewart, Jason Seboe, Jonathan Stodola

2- Leif Herman

3- Ian Rossetti, Sue Wischnewski, Alyssa Lucas

4- Tallon Kiminski, Jerry Toman, Anna Hanson

5- Michaela Rossetti, Jenna Maslowski, Jess Crassweller

6- Deja DeFoe, Desiree Pank

7- Eileen Christopherson, Kennadi DeBondt

8- Peter Contardo II

10- Judith Nelson, Pastor Tom Brinkley, Tyler Issendorf

11- Katie Frank,Ella Seboe

12- Dennis Ellefson, DonJuntunen, Josh Muchow

13- Angie Davidson, Isabella Bowman

14- Kyle Jarvi, Peg Koski

15- Paul Koskela, Evelyn Eng, Kat Welman, Daran Tan

16- Nancy Seppala, Rebecca Hanson, Steven Krueger

17- Joe Kersting, Jolene Anderson, Judy Kramer, Hillary 
Anderson, Gavin Belich, Bradley Warren, Nevaeh 
Butkiewicz, Zion Postaal

18- Tim Lindquist, Loretta Peterson, Hailey Kangas, 
Sawyer Hipp, Dan Linder III

19- Roseann Erickson, Jason Paulson, Addison Johnson

20- Jay Kavajecz, Shannon Rahkola

21- Walter Behm, Margaret Lindquist, Travis Hanson, 
Shari Reuer, Nathan Stephenson

22- Karson Noordhoek

24- Mason Perich, Christopher Eblom, Jacob Hustad

26- Cody DeBondt, Brycen Mulek

27- Sandra Rengo, Matt Wisted

28- Benjamin Hanson, Aaron Fischer, Bettina Peterson

29- Sierra Boitz

30- Savannah Swenson 31- Richard Anderson, Mila 
Rahkola

MAY BIRTHDAYS

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

April 21, 2021

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug. 39,400 42,900 (3,500)**

Sept. 36,500 42,900 (6,400)

Oct. 34,000 42,900 (8,900)

Nov. 48,700 42,900  5,800**

Dec. 52,900 42,900 10,000

Jan. 36,900 42,900 (6,000)

Feb. 39,600 42,900 (3,300)

March 46,800 42,900  3,900**

April 39,000 32,200  6,800*
        
          413,500          418,300            ( 4,800)

*3 out of 4 weeks       ** 5 Sunday month        

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

Funerals

April 24, 2021

Afton Schmidtke
Jodie Shelton

May God comfort 
these families through 
the Living Lord Jesus.



May 2021 St. Matthews Lutheran Church  9

Lutheran Island Camp - God of Wonder
Summer Camp 2021

Lutheran Island Camp is ready roll out camp season.  

Camps are available June 11 - August 8.

Specific dates and times are available at islandcamp.org

http://camp.org
http://camp.org
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LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER
PARISH NURSES

Anyone interested in helping as a St. Matthews Parish Nurse?  
If you are interested or have questions, please contact the 
church office at 879-3510. Thank you!

Volunteer Ushers 
Needed! 

Church services have many 
moving parts and things that need 
attention for all to go well!  One 
way you could become involved as 
an individual or family is to 
volunteer as an usher for a 
service.  No experience necessary! 
 During this period of covid 
restrictions ushers are needed to 
greet attendees, request that they 
sign the attendance record and 
hand out bulletins (and communion 
cups on communion Sunday) prior 
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($677,419 as of 3/31/21).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: December January February March Total

Salaries 13,392 12,630 12,615 13,426 128,334

Benefits 8,046 6,613 5,408 5,335 57,558

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 6,883 61,947
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,083 2,083 2,083 20,751

Electricity 890 1,201 1,237 1,447 8,266
Christian 
Education - 485 132 168 3,065

Church Property 487 751 771 873 6,431

Office 1,611 1,360 1,689 1,716 13,294

Worship 603 676 889 263 4,804

Youth 36 - - - 36

HRA - 949 1,055 1,438 4,436

Heating Fuel 953 1,437 1,335 1,249 6,515
Repair and 
Maintenance - - - - 4,939

Outreach/
Missions 125 - 2,518 - 3,447

Conferences - - - - 50

Insurance - - - - (81)

Other - - 55 - 1,988

Total 35,443 35,068 36,670 34,881 325,780

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916 42,916 42,916 386,244
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Stewardship Corner
St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who 
teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple 
service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 
offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their 
living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel are supported by the 
offerings of those who are served by them. 

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer 
examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does so 
with four little words: “In the same way …” 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of 
individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their 
offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old 
Testament people support the Levites? 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. 
And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you 
shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, 
that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The Levites were supported 
by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the 
New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the 
New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, there was 
one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of 
Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there are churches and 
ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than 
the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry?

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We 
have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the fulfillment of 
everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who 
took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his 
own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first 
fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds 
us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with 
physical and spiritual gifts. 

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to 
those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his 
marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not 
received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10). 
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a gift 

to The Memorial Fund in March 2021 
Gifts have been given in Memory of 

Beverly Oltmann    Undesignated Fund 
Clifford Trevena     Sunday School Fund 
Reverend Doctor Jeffrey Walther Walther Fund     

New Purchases  
Singers masks were purchased for Choir members from the Walther memorial.  
These will help protect our dedicated music team and choir members.   

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift. 
For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie 

Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, 
Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or loved-
one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders are also 
available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  Contributions 
may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select Giving and 
Fees in the top menu bar.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by 

Name________________________________________Address______________________________________ 

Fund ________________________________________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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