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ADDRESS:

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Four Elizabeth Ave.
Esko, MN 55733

CONTACT US:

Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - stmattsesko@aol.com
Web - www.stmatthewsesko.org

OUR PASTOR:

Tom Brinkley, Pastor
Cell - (218) 343-2080
Email - Brinkley57@yahoo.com

OUR STAFF:

Jennifer Keske
Preschool Director/Teacher
Sybil Halvorson
Preschool Teacher 
Church - (218) 879-3510
Email - lelpreschool@gmail.com

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader
Cell - (218) 391-3649
Email - waltherchristina@gmail.com

Johnny Eng, Deacon
Cell- (218) 310-1385
Email - jemsoco@aol.com

Emily Krueger, Office Manager
Rebecca Bauer, Secretary

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH ESKO, MN 

A family of believers grounded in, growing in and reaching out in Christ

See “My Refuge” continued on page 2

My Refuge 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of 
the Most High will rest in the 
shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, “He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in 
whom I trust.”
Surely he will save you from the 
fowler’s snare and from the deadly 
pestilence. 
He will cover you with his feathers, 
and under his wings you will find 
refuge; his faithfulness will be your 
shield and rampart.  You will not 
fear the terror of night, nor the 
arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the 
darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.  Psalm 
91:1-6

Covid, Covid, Covid, I am so sick of hearing about Covid. And 
yet… I’m bringing it up in my newsletter article.  At the 
beginning of 2020, if someone had told me in just a few 
months I’d be using the phrase “social distancing” almost 
daily, I would have asked “social what?” COVID-19 
dramatically impacted our speech, our routines, and our lives.

Many commentators on Christian television characterized the 
pandemic as having the potential to bring a “divine reset”, a 
time to draw closer to God, to our families, and to our own 
hearts. And they were correct. Enduring the pandemic was all 
that and more. But that didn’t negate the unimaginable loss of 
life, fear, and economic trauma the virus caused. People who 
suffered needed empathy and acknowledgement of their pain 
… not clichés.

Psalm 91 is a song of protection many cling to. It does not 
offer clichés, but deep assurance and strength. It does not 
sugarcoat the fact that we face trials: attackers, pestilence, 
terror, trouble and yes, even death. Yet during those things, it 
directs our attention to God, who supersedes those forces 
with His love, protection, Divine power and life over death.
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“My Refuge” from page 1

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

1. Sundays - 8 and 10:30 am - Worship in the sanctuary and worship services online via 
Facebook (8 am worship begins Sunday, February 14)
2. Sundays - 9:30 am - “My Savior Lives”  airs on television: Channel 6 (KBJR)
3. Wednesdays - 6:30 pm (beginning Ash Wednesday February 17)

BIBLE STUDY:
1.  Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study via Zoom
2.  Tuesdays 7 am - Men’s Bible Study
3.  Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook
4.  Wednesdays 5:30 pm - Women’s Bible Study
5.  Thursdays 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study (beginning February 11)

YOUTH:
      1.  Tuesdays 3 pm -T3 Hangout (beginning February 9)
      2.  Thursdays 6 pm - Youth Group

One of the lessons I gained from the Psalm during the COVID-19 season was that it is okay to be 
transparent about how we’re feeling—with ourselves, with our families and friends, and especially with 
God. We all miss our Shepherd, Pastor Jeff, and at times find it very hard to understand and accept.  
God invites us to be hopeful and to have a confident expectation of good even amid crises.  If you’re 
grieving or struggling, let God know how you feel. Then, let God heal the brokenness and hurt as only 
He can!  I get such guidance and comfort in the quiet stillness before dawn as I meditate on Jesus’ 
healing hands and try to see the world through spiritual eyes.  I turn to my Bible and I am reminded… 
“remain still, and know He is God”.  Trust your heart to Him, and you will receive His comfort and 
peace.  I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.”

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Tom 

Ash Wednesday Worship - February 17th at 6:30 pm

Lenten Services - Wednesdays February 24 - March 24
        at 6:30 pm
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 Call Committee Members Contact List

Chair
Dan Heikkinen (218) 393-4195
Vice Chair
Dave Haugen (218) 491-1883/(218) 879-9611

Reta Baxley (218) 590-2208 
Ron Eng (218) 384-4104
Deb Haugen (218) 879-9611 
Pat Johnson (218) 391-4016/(218) 879-7897 
Joe Klatt (218) 491-1688
Chris Nelson (218) 380-2450
Jen Prachar (218) 391-0503
Scott Prachar (218) 391-9442
Chris Schultz (218) 461-7156 
Sue Wischnewski (218) 348-6033
Isaac Wisted (218) 451-6687

Reserves  Brenda Hall (218) 391-9733 and Drew Prachar (218) 391-5449

Church Staff/Consultants  Pastor Tom Brinkley (218) 343-2080 and Christina Walther (218) 391-3649

Family Sunday School Resumes
February 7th in the Family Life Center
9:15 am

Grades preschool - sixth grade are encouraged to join us with their families to 
take a Journey to the Cross. 
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Our Preschool is currently open for in-
person learning Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 8:30 - 11:45 am.  There 
is no extended care at this time.  For 
more information, please contact the 
church office at 879-3510 or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com.  

LELP admits students of any race, color 
and national or ethnic origin.

The preschool is in need of substitutes.  
Please contact the church office at 
879-3510 or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com if interested.  
We are accepting applications

Your journey from 
mourning to joy. 

Grief Share is a special 
weekly seminar and support 
group designed to help you 
rebuild your life. KarenSue 
Williams is facilitating this 
group.

Tuesdays, beginning 
February 9 for 13 weeks

10 am or 6 pm

For information or to sign up, 
contact St. Matthews office at 
879-3510 or Karen at (218) 
590-1310.

Volunteer Ushers Needed! 

Church services have many moving parts and 
things that need attention for all to go well!  One 
way you could become involved as an individual 
or family is to volunteer as an usher for a service. 
 No experience necessary!  During this period of 
covid restrictions ushers are needed to greet 
attendees, request that they sign the attendance 
record and hand out bulletins (and communion 
cups on communion Sunday) prior to service. If 
you are interested, just curious, have a specific 
Sunday or a service at which you’d like to serve, 
please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
Narthex or contact Rachel Peterson at 
715-558-8463 or rachelraepeterson@yahoo.com

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:rachelraepeterson@yahoo.com
mailto:rachelraepeterson@yahoo.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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1- Sarah Bohren

3- Jaydon Lawrey

5- Alex Kazel, Erin Emanuel, Isabelle Warpeha

6- Kim Linder, Thomas Ruemmele, Kenleigh Nikunen, Rachel 
Bartell, Emma Cekalla

7- Bryce Hipp, Mikko Rahkola, Mason Taylor

8- Jen Prachar, Cory Hester

9- Rod Johnson, Laurie Hester, Collin Young, Aryanah Bentley

10- Jason Juntunen, Gabe Rice, Patricia Johnson

11- Hailey Salo, Jennifer Kangas, Sheri Ruemmele, Erin 
Bianconi

12- Megan Reuer

13- Jill Crow, Renee Lawrey, Sophie Einbu

15- Kiley Issendorf

16- Sarah Pierre

17- Linda Erickson

18- MyKenzie Dammer

19- Mark Schmidtke, Leah Sickmann, Addison Lanthier

20- Nathaniel Rengo

21-  Steve Knutson, Chloe Hart

22- Jami Hansen, Logan Grayson, Madelyn Hill, John 
Stephenson

23- Raegan Grayson, Terry Smith, Jeff Herman

24- Dana Kazel, Josh Gerard, Zach Greniger, Nancy Stanius, 
Emery Leuch, Eliana Leuch, Kenny Putnam

25- Lillian Biebl, Florence Maki, Lois Anderson, Olivia Forslund, 
Ezra Modich

26- Amber Greniger, Ethen Carlson, Kelsey Miller

27- Kathy Peterson

28- Chris Schultz

29- Marlys Kilen, David Warren (This year there are 28 days in 
February)

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

January 19, 2020

Month  Given            Budget           Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug 39,400 42,900 (3,500)**

Sept. 36,500 42,900 (6,400)

Oct. 34,000 42,900 (8,900)

Nov. 48,700 42,900  5,800**

Dec 52,900 42,900 10,000

Jan. 25,800 25,700     100*
        
          277,000          283,100 (6,100)

*January 1- 19      ** 5 Sunday month        

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34
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Mission Creek Church will hold its 
monthly Ruby’s Pop-Up Pantry from 
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Saturday, 
January 23. The church is located at 
521-131st Ave. West in the Fond Du 
Lac neighborhood of Duluth. 

This will be a DRIVE-THRU 
distribution to limit any COVID-19 
exposure between guests and 
volunteers. Guests will remain in their 
vehicles; the grocery bundle is 
brought and loaded directly into 
guests’ vehicles. Guests should 
ensure there is adequate space in 
their vehicles for groceries. 

There is a $20 donation per bundle 
(share). Ruby’s Pantry welcomes 
anyone: there are no income or 
residency requirements. 

The Mission Creek Church Ruby’s 
Pop-Up Pantry is held the fourth 
Saturday of every month. 

For more information, visit 
www.missioncreekchurch.com/
ministries/rubys-pantry or call 218. 
626.3309. 
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LOOKING FOR 
PARISH NURSES

Anyone interested in helping as a St. 
Matthews Parish Nurse?  Gerry 
Paulson, who was our Parish Nurse, 
has moved out of the area.  If you are 
interested or have questions, please 
contact the church office at 879-3510. 
Thank you!

FEBRUARY19 at 7 pm
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Meet Some of Our New Members - Welcome!

Steve, Emily, Otto, and Liv Krueger
Steve & Emily Krueger are new members to St. 
Matthews. They transferred their membership from 
Trinity Lutheran Church (LCMS) in Bemidji, MN, 
where they previously lived and Steve grew up. 
Emily (Wendland) is from Esko, and works as a 
freelance illustrator and the office manager here at 
St. Matthews. Steve is a third grade teacher at 
Winterquist Elementary, and serves on various 
community boards. They have 2 kids, Otto (4) and 
Liv (2). As a family they enjoy hiking, board games, 
movies, cooking, and exotic pets.

Meet Susan, Tim and Jonah Catton.  They are 
new members at St. Matthews.  They moved to the 
Esko area about 6 years ago from Ely, MN.  Tim 
and Susan both work for the Superior National 
Forest and Jonah is in 8th grade at Esko.  They are 
happy to have found such a loving Church Family 
to belong to.

George Hughes
I was born in 1926 and raised in rural Emily, MN. 
My wife, Jessie, and I moved to the Cloquet area 
in 1950 and later to Munger where we raised 2 
sons and 2 daughters. I retired from the Wood 
Conversion after working there for 36 years. We 
built a house on the Morris Thomas Road and 
joined St Matthews in 1964 but later transferred to 
Hope Lutheran Church in Munger. We were very 
active in the church, community organizations and 
the volunteer fire dept. Jessie and I were also 
avid square dancers and traveled all over the 
United States until she developed Alzheimer’s 
and passed away in 2010. I have 10 
grandchildren, 18 great grandchildren and 3 great 
great granddaughters.
In 2019, I transferred back to St Matthews and 
now live at New Perspectives assisted living in 
Cloquet.

Wayne Laakso
I was born in Duluth and raised in Saginaw area, 
the second of 5 kids. I graduated from Proctor 
High School, worked at UPS for 30 years and 
after retiring spent the next 20 years driving 
school for Esko and Proctor. For several years I 
raised and showed Arabian horses and was on 
the planning and zoning for Midway township. I’m 
an avid ATV rider and have taught over 80 youth 
atv classes. About three years ago I began 
attending St Matthews and felt the teachings of 
the church were in line with my beliefs, so I have 
decided to become a member.
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Interested in Bringing Others to Jesus?

The Great Commission is found in Matthew 28: 19-20 and it informs us, “…go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded…”  This wonderful 
piece of scripture is at the center of what we do as a Christian Outreach Board at St. 
Matthews.  Currently our Board is discussing and planning ways we can expand our 
ministry as a Board and a congregation in an effort to reenergize our attempts to live out the 
Great Commission.  Would you like to be involved?  We meet via Zoom once a month.  
Additional meetings may be held as our efforts gain traction.  We would love to have 
another two to three members on our Board (we currently have five).  Please pray about 
this for your consideration and that the Spirit will move others to consider joining us.  Feel 
free to call Bob DeCaigny at (218) 879-2471 with your questions or to discuss any of this.  
Blessings to your day!

New Pictorial 
Directory

The Christian Outreach Board is working with Emily 
Krueger on a 2021 pictorial directory made in-
house.  When completed, we plan to have it 
available electronically or hard copy. Photo options 
will be: using your previous photo from the 2018 
directory, submitting a horizontal photo, or you can 
arrange a time for Emily to take a photo of you at 
the church by calling 879-3510 or emailing 
stmattsesko@aol.com. If you have changes to info 
listed in the 2018 directory, likewise, contact the 
office.  This would be helpful as the 2018 directory 
will be used as the starting point for the 2021 
edition.  Thanks!

2020 Offering Statements
Your Year-end offering statement should be in 
your mailbox by the end of January.  If you did not 
receive a statement, check with the church office 
as they have all the statements for which there 
was no mailbox.

Thanks for your monetary donations as they are 
crucial to the daily running of this church.  We 
know the Lord has blessed us with much, and 
these offerings reflect our love for him and for his 
church.

We do the best we can with the information we 
are given.  If you have a discrepancy with your 
statement let me know.  These statements include 
offerings made to the church and would not 
include other donations to the LWML, Little 
Eskomo Preschool or other organizations 
associated with the church. 

Thanks again for your support.  Have a blessed 
and prosperous 2021.

Joe Wischnewski (218)348-5603

2021 Offering Envelopes

If you utilize offering envelopes for your church offering, the 2021 envelopes are in your church mailbox.  
St. Matthews also utilizes online giving through a service called Vanco and our website.

Thank you.

mailto:stmattsesko@aol.com
mailto:stmattsesko@aol.com
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($692,625 on 12/31/20).

Church Operating Expenses Paid: October November December Total

Salaries 13,961 9,613 13,392 89,663

Benefits 7,220 873 8,046 40,202

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 41,298

District/Synod Support 2,417 2,417 2,417 14,502

Electricity 713 617 890 4,381

Christian Education 125 701 - 2,280

Church Property 816 920 487 4,036

Office 1,416 1,220 1,611 8,529

Worship 920 241 603 2,976

Youth - - 36 36

HRA - - - 994

Heating Fuel 401 633 953 2,494

Repair and Maintenance 3,802 - - 4,939

Outreach/Missions - - 125 929

Conferences - - - 50

Insurance - - - (81)

Other - - - 1,933

Total 38,674 24,118 35,443 219,161

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916 42,916 257,496
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Stewardship Corner

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 
earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich" (2 
Corinthians 8:8-9).

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in 
Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this 
because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel. 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 
Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal 
things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same 
Spirit through the same Word. 

The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop 
giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a 
chore, just one more thing to check off a list of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power 
and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of 
excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well. 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even 
though He was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the 
incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is the reason, source, and driving force 
for our generosity in giving to the church.

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which 
generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into 
service toward the gracious work of the church. 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your 
heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. 
Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of what 
Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith 
and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also. 
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Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for 
the world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the 
Minnesota North District of our LCMS.  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 
a.m. central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.

Feb 7th
Pastor Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church -- Cloquet, MN

Feb 14th
Pastor Robert Franck
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church -- Duluth, MN

Feb 21st
Pastor Mark Peske
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church -- Cohasset, MN 

Feb 28th
Rev. Dr. Don Fondow
President MN North District

Check out mslnorthland.com 
and MSL Northland on 
Facebook.  Devotions are 
available.

http://mslnorthland.com
http://mslnorthland.com
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a 

gift to The Memorial Fund in December, 2020 

Gifts have been given in Memory of 
  Bob Peterson 

Reverend Doctor Jeffrey Walther     
Clifford Trevena      

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church 
for your gift. 

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial 
Committee:  Winnie Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine 
Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or 
Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or 
loved-one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders 
are also available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  
Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select 
Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by 

Name________________________________________Address____________________________________ 

Fund ________________________________________ 

http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
http://www.stmatthewsesko.org


NON-PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO.16

ESKO, MN 55733

ST. MATTHEWS LUTHERAN CHURCH
LITTLE ESKOMO LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
4 ELIZABETH AVENUE
ESKO MN 55733

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED


