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“Main Street Living” is Now “My Savior Lives” 
New Name and Logo but Same Service of Worship

You will notice with this newsletter that MSL Northland is no 
longer “Main Street Living” but “My Savior Lives.”  My 
Savior Lives or MSL is a locally produced service of worship 
led by local pastors of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in 
northeast Minnesota and northern Wisconsin.  The service is 
televised on Channel 6 KBJR (NBC) every Sunday morning at 
9:30 a.m. 

Why the change in names?  Two and one-half years ago this 
ministry was started with the help of Main Street Living, based 
out of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, which had been televising in 
South Dakota for nearly 20 years.  The Sioux Falls ministry, 
based out of the South Dakota district of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, helped to subsidize the program the first two 
years with the intention that the Duluth area would be on its 
own in year three.  Year three began in January of this year. 
The local board of directors, made up of pastors and lay people 
from the Duluth area, the north shore, and northern Wisconsin, 
decided that along with financial independence now was a 
good time to change the name and logo for northeast 
Minnesota and northern Wisconsin. 

Therefore, Main Street Living is now My Savior Lives, 
utilizing the same acronym (MSL) and still utilizing 
“Northland.”  My Savior Lives Northland (MSL Northland) is 
an excellent reflection of the mission and goal of the television 
program, which is to announce to our region that Jesus still 
lives, that he is still alive as our Savior and rescues us from 
sin, death, and the devil. During this Coronavirus pandemic 
life has really changed as we used to know it, so it is truly 
good news to hear and know that there is always hope in Jesus.  
The good news is that Jesus is still alive and present with us 
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“My Savior Lives” from page 1

7th and 8th Grade Confirmation 

Wednesday, September 16 - 6:30 p.m.

Confirmation Orientation for Parents of 7th and 8th graders

Wednesday, September 23 - 2:45 pm - 4:30 pm

7th and 8th grade Confirmation classes begin

even in our worst days of despair and what is often a tension filled life.  

It always amazes me how God works for our good.  Who would have known that a little over 
two years ago, when this ministry started in northeast Minnesota, that MSL Northland would 
play such an important and pivotal role in bringing Christ to the Northland during the current 
pandemic?  With the assistance and help of St. Matthews member Dave Stokes, who records 
and edits the program, MSL Northland is bringing Christ to our local communities.  A special 
thank you to all of the pastors and the local board of directors, who volunteer their time and 
energy to make MSL Northland possible. 

One of my favorite hymn stanzas is verse seven from “I Know That My Redeemer Lives.” 

He lives and grants me daily breath,
He lives and I shall conquer death,
He lives my mansion to prepare,
He lives to bring me safely there.

Yes, my Savior lives!  My Savior lives not only in the time of Jesus but even today to love us, 
forgive us, and prepares us to live eternally with him in heaven.  Jesus lives so that we may live 
for him and others.  The world around us is constantly changing, not always for the better, but 
Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Jesus is our Savior, who gave his life on a cross 
and rose triumphantly from that grave that we too might have new life today and always.

My Savior Lives, for the Northland and beyond.  My Savior Lives – locally produced, 
regionally recognized and a message for the world every Sunday, 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 
6, NBC.

In Christ,

Pastor Jeffrey Walther 
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Guidelines and Procedures for Worship 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church 

 
Entering the church: 

• Doors will be propped open for easy entry and exit. 
• All attendees and parishioners are asked to wear masks to demonstrate love and 

respect for our fellow church members. 
• Attendees are asked to bring their own mask, but masks will be provided if needed. 
• Communion materials will be handed out to attendees at the door in sealed containers, 

to be taken in pews during communion service. 
• Church bulletins will be handed out upon entry. 
• Ushers will escort attendees to pews. Every other pew will be cordoned off to ensure 

proper social distancing is in place. 
 
During the service: 

• All songs will be lead by choir members. Attendees are asked not to sing along to 
minimize chance of virus transmission. Everyone is encouraged to hum rather than sing. 

• Family groups may sit together. All other groups will be asked to practice social 
distancing in how close they sit to another attendee. 

• The offering plate will not be passed during the service. Instead, offerings will be 
accepted in a box placed near the church doors – offerings may be placed in the box 
before or after the service. 

• Both services will be shortened to approximately 30-45 minutes. 
 
After the service: 

• Families will be escorted out of the church by the ushers from the back of the church to 
the front of the church. 

• Attendees are asked to stay in their pew until they are escorted out, and to observe all 
social distancing guidelines. 

• Church bulletins will not be re-used. Families are asked to take them home for recycling. 
• Families may visit with one another once they are out in the parking lot. 

 
Other important details: 

• Thorough cleaning and disinfecting will occur after each service. 
• Restrooms will be open, but only one person at a time will be allowed. 
• Nursery, preschool room, Family Life Center, office and kitchen will all be closed. 
• There will be no Sunday school or adult bible school – zoom meetings will continue. 
• All services will continue to be livestreamed for those who wish to worship at home. 
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church

Updates to our worship and activities schedule:

WORSHIP:
1. Sundays - Worship 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary 
2. Sundays - St. Matthews Lutheran Church worship services will be online via Facebook at 
10:30 am. on the St. Matthews Lutheran Church Facebook page.
3.  Sundays - 9:30 am. Another option for worship is on television: Channel 6 (KBJR) is 
airing “My Savior Lives”

BIBLE STUDY:
1.Tuesdays  9 am - “Coffee with the Pastors” online via Facebook.
2. Sundays 9:15 am - Adult Bible Study with Pastor Jeff via Zoom

YOUTH:
1.Tuesdays- T3 - Outdoors 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.
2.Thursdays – Outdoor Youth Group 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

*All youth activities will be held outdoors, so dress accordingly.  If the weather is extremely 
unfavorable - we will meet via Zoom.  Christina will send out updates.

**TO BE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING UPDATES ABOUT YOUTH ACTIVITIES FROM 
CHRISTINA, TEXT YOUR CELL PHONE NUMBER AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS TO 
CHRISTINA 218-391-3649 waltherchristina@gmail.com.

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

A Special “Thank You” to Brenda Hall

Brenda Hall has been the Administrative Assistant/Secretary for 27 years at St. 
Matthews.  Brenda is going to retire and her last day will be Friday, September 
18th.  Brenda’s years of dedicated service will be recognized on Sunday, 
September 20th at the 10:30 a.m. service of worship with a special reception 
immediately after the service.  Thank you, Brenda, for your many years of 
service and ministry to St. Matthews and the community.  St. Matthews wishes 
you God’s richest blessings in retirement.  You will be missed!

https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-53994902786/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Matthews-Lutheran-Church-53994902786/
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1- Steve Sykes

2- James Bergstedt, Kelli Pantsar

3- Jake Erickson

4- Nicole Pierre, Jade Alvillar, Aleksander Ruemmele

5- Miriam Bianconi, Matthew McCullough

7- Noreen Kersting

9- Olivia Rengo, Jeff Stephenson

10- Melissa Olson

11- Jamie Eskuri, Avry Dammer, Brent Warren, Declan 
Sullivan, Rylan Hennessy

12-Aaron Hansen, Maili Juntunen, Ahna Brekke, Rainee 
Johnson, Eilee Straub, Sam Haugen

14- Susan Jensen, Ryan Hall, Melyna Hester-Lowrey

15- Robert Murphy, Tia Bertgoliat, Austin Carlson, Jax 
Stahlbusch, Layla Hanson, Layton Fuchs

16- Jessica Maki, Eila Juntunen, Marilu Johnsen, 
Harrison Hallgren

17- Reta Baxley, MJ Urie

18- Joe Davidson, Jason Sickmann, Sophia Abell

19- Richard and Darlene Okerlund, Ross Peterson, 
Natalie Rice

20- Mike Guite, Sophia Frank, Aaron Martineau, Avery 
Peterson

21- Brenda Rengo     22- Phyllis Bohren, Aubree Kern

23- Sue Olson

24- Madalee Sorenson, Megan and Jordan Chopskie

25- Dale Granholm, Joy Eskuri, Raegen Olson

26- Karson Kuhlman, Parker Hill

27- Paige Kesti, Betty Arbour, Eloise Modich

28- Jamie Lovstad, Pam Husom

30- Brenda Hall, Terri Barnes, Debra Haugen, Abby 
Rudnicki, Beckett Leuch

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

St. Matthews Youth will not be sponsoring the 
Fall Rummage Sales and there will not be a sale 
at St. Matthews this fall.  Thank you to all who 
were willing to donate - we will try again next 
year!

Gerry Paulson’s basket of gifts and cards has 
been delivered to Roy and Phyllis Bohren’s for 
Gerry to stop by and pick up.  Thank you to all 
who participated in recognizing Gerry.  Gerry  
volunteered eleven years as St. Matthew’s Parish 
Nurse.
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Our church is very active in the Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML).  
All women are invited to come and see what we’re all about! 
 

Fall LWML Meeting 
Tuesday, September 8, 6:30 pm 

Family Life Center 
*Due to Covid, there will be no treats shared at this time. 

 
Even if you are not able to attend our meetings, all congregation members can  
get involved.  
 
Turn your loose change into Mission Mites!  
Each month there will be a Mite box in the  
back of the sanctuary for you to share in the mission. 
 
Based on the Biblical account of the widow's mite, the Mite Box is intended for  
regular contributions of "mites" — offerings above and beyond the support given  
to the congregation and the Synod. Mite Box contributions amount to millions of  
dollars that fund district and national mission grants. In fact, the LWML has  
collected over $100 million dollars since 1942. Yes ... these coins have and will  
continue to make a difference. Thank you for contributing to the Mite Box and  
providing the opportunity for us to spread the Gospel to the world.  
 
To receive a Mite Box that you can fill with your loose change at home, contact  
the church office and we will be sure to get you one. For more information about  
LWML, talk to Pat Johnson or Joy Skifstad. 
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LCMS Service of Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. televised by KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for 
the world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the 
Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is the 
Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

September 6, 2020 
Rev. John Bonk 
Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church, 
Two Harbors 

September 20, 2020 
Rev. Kevin Richter 
Peace in Christ Lutheran Church, 
Hermantown 

October 4, 2020 
Rev. Arleigh vonSeggern 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Marengo, WI 
Trinity Lutheran Chapel, Cable, WI

September 13, 2020 
Rev. Tom Brinkley 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church, Esko 

September 27, 2020 
Rev. Matt Kohl 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cloquet 

October 11, 2020
Rev. Robert Franck
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Duluth

Please send contributions c/o:

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street
Duluth MN 55812
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ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
 
Our Vision for Youth Ministry at St. Matthews is “Connect Youth to Christ - For Life!” 
Having adults that are interested in the lives and faith of our youth is so important! If you would 
be willing to give a couple hours of your time on a one-time basis, once a month, or even every 
week, please read on! We are looking for Adult volunteers to interact with and get to know our 
7-12th grade youth through a variety of ways: 
 

• Youth Group (Large group activities) 
• Small Group leader 
• Special Events 
• Fundraising Activities 
• One-time Special Guest 
• Bible Study Leader 

 
Currently we are doing all of our Youth meetings outside as the weather allows. We will move 
to meeting online via Zoom when necessary, but volunteers are needed even then. Please talk 
to Christina Walther (218-391-3649 or waltherchristina@gmail.com) to volunteer or for more 
information. Thank you! 
 

“Then Christ will make his home in your 
hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will 
grow down into God’s love and keep you 
strong. And may you have the power to 
understand, as all God’s people should, 

how wide, how long, how high, and how 
deep his love is.” — Ephesians 3:17–18 
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2022 LCMS National Youth Gathering 
 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 
 
 
Dear Youth & Parents, 
 
In 3 years, students entering 9-12 grade in 2022 (and 2022 graduating seniors) have the opportunity to join us for the next 
National Youth Gathering. Prepare to get rained on, sweat, and have a blast in Houston with 25,000 Lutheran friends! 
Have some questions? Come get some answers about what NYG is and share ideas of how we will fundraise together: 
 

JOIN US FOR A  
ZOOM PARENT & STUDENT 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING! 
SEPTEMBER 10, 8:00 PM 

Christina will e-mail the link the week of Sept. 10 
Send Christina an e-mail (waltherchristina@gmail.com) to be added to the NYG e-mail list  

	
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAVING YOU PARTICIPATE AND GROW IN FAITH WITH US! 
	

Sunday School Update

Hello Sunday School families! We have 
been missing you these last five months 
and are anxious to see you all again. The 
Board of Education along with Sunday 
School teachers have come up with a plan 
to try and get us back together. A survey will 
be coming out in the next week to assess 
our families readiness to be back in person 
for Sunday School and to explain our plan. 
Please look for the survey in the Sunday 
Bulletin, on our website, or on our 
Facebook page. We look forward to hearing 
from you and hope to see you soon.

Blessings, The Board of Education
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OUR YOUTH THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 
In just 2 years, our Youth group will have the 
opportunity to participate in the 2022 
National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas!  
This will be an incredible experience that will 
allow us, to be with thousands of other 
Lutheran youth who are also excited about 
their faith and eager to learn more from 
God’s word! 

The St. Matthews congregation has 
been of great support during our fundraising 
efforts over the years. We thank you for that 
and ask for your support once again as we 
begin to introduce some fundraisers soon. 
We have come up with some creative ideas 
for fundraising as our usual activity-based, 
large group fundraisers are just not possible 
at this time. 

To start things off we are doing a 
GREAT T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY! Here’s how it 
will work: We have a variety of St. Matthews 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, polos, denim shirts 
from present and past activities. We will be 
organizing all of these by size and have them 
on display on tables in the Youth Room, and 
outside on Sunday mornings. Make a 
donation of any amount to the St. 
Matthews Youth Program and you can take 
home a shirt of your choosing. 

Thank you for your support and stay 
tuned for some more unique opportunities! 
 

 
Thank you to Nathan Bentley and Advantage Emblem for making all these shirts for our various events! 

 

Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool

Fall Schedule begins September 9th.

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  

Call 879-3510 or email lelpreschool@gmail.com to register.  

There will be no extended care at this time.

LELP admits students of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills 
when our offerings are often short of our budgeted 
needs.  The short answer is that we need to budget 
for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the 
end of each month, we will show how our offerings 
are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the 
end of our fiscal year (June 30) will be used to pay 
down the church mortgage ($762,534 on 7/31/20).

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

August  21, 2020

Month Given Budget          Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug 29,000 25,800   3,200*
68,700 68,700      -

*August 1- 21         
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

Church Operating Expenses Paid:  July

Salaries 16,779 

Benefits   7,118 

Debt Payments   6,883 

District/Synod Support   2,417 

Electricity      622 

Christian Education      340 

Church Property      438 

Office   1,367 

Worship      292 

Youth        -   

HRA      945 

Heating Fuel      170 

Repair and Maintenance        -   

Outreach/Missions        -   

Conferences        -   

Insurance     (81)

Other   1,933 

Total 39,223 

Budgeted Needs  42,916 

July
Baptisms
August 9, 2020
Charles Robert Peterson

August 16, 2020
Emery Marie Luech and Eliana Mae Leuch

August 22, 2020
Isabella Rae Lucas

May God keep them in His grace unto life 
everlasting.

Funeral
August 8, 2020
Ardeth “Ardy” Pykkonen

May God comfort this family through the Living 
Lord Jesus.

Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool

Substitutes are needed for the preschool.  Please 
contact the church office  or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com if you are interested.  

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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Stewardship Corner

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). 

God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family 
(husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of 
society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His 
family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these 
callings from God places a duty on us. 

As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life 
for His bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit 
themselves to them as the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their 
children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the 
Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even 
when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, 
and speaking well of them. 

As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those 
who do evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those 
whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their 
leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a 
purpose. 

As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in 
faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of 
hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in 
accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of 
their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to 
administer the means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all 
this for the young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn 
are to submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are support them by their 
prayers and their gifts.  

Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our 
prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 
your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself 
by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to your family, your government, and 
your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is what 
it means to do it with all your might. 
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a 

gift to The Memorial Fund in June and July 2020 
Gifts have been given in Memory of 

Paulette Hill     Main Street Living 
Paulette Hill    African Mission Work 
Paulette Hill    Undesignated Fund 
Paulette Hill    Kitchen Fund 
Palmer Peterson   Undesignated Fund 
Keith Seppala   Undesignated Fund 
Clifford Trevena   Sunday School Fund 

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift. 
For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie 

Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, 
Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, Don Pykkonen, or Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or 
loved-one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders 
are also available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  
Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. 
Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of  

________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of  

________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by: 

Name________________________________________Address___________________________________ 

Fund ________________________________________ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
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