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Have You Heard?!
Have you heard about the bright “Christmas star”? This 
Christmas week we had the opportunity to see the brightest 
light in the sky than we’ve seen in many, many years, due to 
two planets aligning. I’ve read this doesn’t happen very often! I 
hope you were able to catch a glimpse of it.

Jeff loved watching the stars and the moon. His spotting 
scope, camera and tripod were always ready to go. We 
enjoyed watching the comet Neowise this past July while 
sitting on our back deck! Not only did Jeff enjoy watching the 
stars and the moon, he has also taken some incredible 
pictures of the moon (the most recent ones he shared on his 
Facebook page). 

God certainly has given us some amazing things to view. He 
has also given us some amazing gifts, one that we especially 
remember this time of the year – the gift of Jesus, God’s one 
and only Son. As we focus on this gift, may we be reminded 
that God sent his Son to love the world and each one of us!

John 3:16 tells us “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” God loves us so much that His 
gifts are never ending! The Bible is full of verses encouraging 
us with words of God’s love and grace:

“Every good thing given, and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shifting shadow.” James 1:17

“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that is 
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8

During this time of grieving, I have been joyously 
overwhelmed with gifts of care, cards, phone calls, food, and 
financial support that have been shared with our family. I have 
heard many messages of love and encouragement and I am 
so grateful and thankful! God’s love is being shown through all 
of you! It is my prayer that we can all take time during this 
season of Christmas to continue to share His joy and to 
prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming. Let us thank God for 
all that he has given us, and to listen to the words from our 
Lord not only during worship, but also in times of quiet and 
intentional devotion as we read the scriptures.
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“Have You Heard?!” from page 1

St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

1. Sundays -10:30 a.m. - Worship in the sanctuary and worship services online via Facebook
2. Sundays - 9:30 a.m. - “My Savior Lives”  airs on television: Channel 6 (KBJR)

BIBLE STUDY:
1.  Sundays 9:15 a.m. - Adult Bible Study via Zoom
2.  Tuesdays 7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study
3.  Tuesdays  9:00 a.m. - “Coffee with Pastor” online via Facebook

YOUTH:
      1.  Tuesdays 3:30 p.m. - Bible Study via Zoom 
      2.  Thursdays 6:00 pm - Youth Group via Zoom

Let us remember the angels who announced the birth of the Messiah. What a glorious sound that must 
have been! With loud voices they sang “glory to God in the highest.” What a sound and what a sight to 
behold!

I used Jeff’s spotting scope to look for the Christmas Star. I will use it many more times to look into the 
sky. I will also be looking and listening for reminders of God’s gracious and infinite love.

God loves you! Have you heard?!

Christina Walther
Youth Coordinator and Music Leader

New Pictorial Directory
The Christian Outreach Board is working with Emily Krueger on a 2021 pictorial 
directory made in-house.  When completed, we plan to have it available 
electronically or hard copy. Photo options will be: using your previous photo from 
the 2018 directory, submitting a horizontal photo, or you can arrange a time for 
Emily to take a photo of you at the church by calling 879-3510 or emailing 
stmattsesko@aol.com. If you have changes to info listed in the 2018 directory, 
likewise, contact the office.  This would be helpful as the 2018 directory will be 
used as the starting point for the 2021 edition.  Thanks!
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Interested in Bringing Others to Jesus?

The Great Commission is found in Matthew 28: 19-20 and it informs us, “…go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded…”  This wonderful 
piece of scripture is at the center of what we do as a Christian Outreach Board at St. 
Matthews.  Currently our Board is discussing and planning ways we can expand our 
ministry as a Board and a congregation in an effort to reenergize our attempts to live out the 
Great Commission.  Would you like to be involved?  We meet via Zoom once a month.  
Additional meetings may be held as our efforts gain traction.  We would love to have 
another two to three members on our Board (we currently have five).  Please pray about 
this for your consideration and that the Spirit will move others to consider joining us.  Feel 
free to call Bob DeCaigny at (218) 879-2471 with your questions or to discuss any of this.  
Blessings to your day!

Blood Drive at St. Matthews 

Saturday, January 30 

More information to come

We have been blessed by an 
anonymous donor that has gifted the 

church $50,000 towards the principal 
balance of our church mortgage. We 

truly give thanks to God for this 
generous donation! 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love 
endures forever.” Psalm 136:1 

Thank You!
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LOOKING FOR 
PARISH NURSES

Anyone interested in helping as a St. Matthews 
Parish Nurse?  Gerry Paulson, who was our 
Parish Nurse, has moved out of the area.  If you 
are interested or have questions, please contact 
the church office at 879-3510. Thank you!
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1-  Karen Pierre

3- Paul Olson, Trent Welman

4- Todd Rengo

5- Don Pykkonen, Logan Maslowski, Isaac Wisted

6- Jennifer Kuhlman, Ralph Paulson, Dee Sprenger, Webster 
Czerwinski, Sharon Hughes

7- Cindy Aho, Wyatt Weber, Lyla Temoche, Emily Sturm, Sawyer 
Severson

8- Dale Erickson, Alexa Sykes

10- Tracy Durovec, Dean Kuhlman, Tim Lau, Julie Weiler, Ava 
Lindquist

11- Kristi Schultz

12- Bruce Welman, Karen Sue Williams, Jeffrey Stephenson

13- David Lindstrom, Lori Hicks, Niko Martineau, Michael Abell

14- Conrad Schmidt, Mason Bober

15- Dylan Frank

16- Keith Pantsar, Cheryl Wight

17- Cole Engen, Zachary Kangas, Leo Hallgren

18- Teagan VonGillern, Adam Dallmann

19- Stella Beck

20- Hannah Kovac

22- Jeffrey Lantry

23- Owen Zywicki, Candyce Julia, Charles Peterson

24- George Hughes, Jeff Kazel, Scott Czerwinski

25- Rick Weiler, Morgan Stodola

26- Ben Haugen, Chelsea Laurent

27- Winnie Anderson, Scott Eskuri, Hope Czerwinski, Keith 
Julia, Trae Witte

28- Mary Koski, Ben Fischer, Morgan Schmidt

29- Ian Hanson, Logan Sickmann

30- Drew Prachar, Natalie Hursey, Joy Skifstad, Amelia Hipp, 
Luke Kavajecz

31— Honna Olson, Carol Putnam

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS December
Deaths and Funerals

December 8, 2020
Donald Himango (no service)

December 23, 2020
Gerald Anderson

May God comfort these families through the 
Living Lord Jesus.

St. Matthews 
Offering Income

December 18, 2020

Month Given(A) Budget          Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug 39,400 42,900 (3,500)**

Sept. 36,500 42,900 (6,400)

Oct. 34,000 42,900 (8,900)

Nov. 48,700 42,900  5,800**

Dec 29,700 21,500  8,200*
          228,000          236,000            (8,000)

*December 1-18         ** 5 Sunday month        

A- This column includes offerings given toward the 
annual operating budget.  St. Matthews received 
an anonymous donation of $50,000 in December 
to be put toward the mortgage principal balance 
which is not included here.  Praise God! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($746,398 on 11/30/20).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: September October November Total

Salaries 19,234 13,961 9,613 76,271

Benefits 9,835 7,220 873 32,156

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 34,415
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417 2,417 12,085

Electricity 693 713 617 3,491
Christian 
Education 100 125 701 2,280

Church Property 513 816 920 3,549

Office 1,317 1,416 1,220 6,918

Worship 303 920 241 2,373

Youth - - - -

HRA - - - 994

Heating Fuel 168 401 633 1,541
Repair and 
Maintenance 526 3,802 - 4,939

Outreach/
Missions 204 - - 804

Conferences - - - 50

Insurance - - - (81)

Other - - - 1,933

Total 42,193 38,674 24,118 183,718

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916 42,916 214,580
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Stewardship Corner
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a 
time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is 
planning our stewardship for the coming year. 

Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite 
simple and full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering 
these three questions: 

•Who are you? 
•To whom do I give? 
•And how much? 

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of 
God’s Word? Are you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three 
estates: church, society, and family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our 
struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise in giving to the Church. 

So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a 
guide. If you are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one 
who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local 
congregation is primary. 

Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to 
you. Your congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the 
Church, He has the local congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). 

How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give: 

•Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2); 
•Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12); 
•Generously (2 Cor. 8:20); 
•Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and 
•With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 
Cor. 8:23). 

In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this 
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind 
our own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent. 

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for 
the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask 
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yourself: Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New 
Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel? 

And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not 
out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has 
made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him 
in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is 
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work 
that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those who are 
in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly 
members of His kingdom. 

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812
LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for 
the world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the 
Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is the 
Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

January 3, 2020
Pastor Robert Franck
Mount Olive, Duluth

January 17, 2020
Pastor John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake, Two Harbors 

January 10, 2020
Pastor Troy Peperkorn
Faith Lutheran, Silver Bay

Check out mslnorthland.com 
and MSL Northland on 
Facebook.  Devotions are 
available.

http://mslnorthland.com
http://mslnorthland.com
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a 

gift to The Memorial Fund in November, 2020 
Gifts have been given in Memory of 

Ardy Pykkonen      
Lois Featherly 
Jan Menzel 
Marilyn Means 
Meltoy Ruschmeyer     
Robert Stokes  
Dorothy Gault 
Reverend Doctor Jeffrey Walther     
Clifford Trevena     Sunday School Fund 

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for 
your gift. 

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  
Winnie Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & 
Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or 
loved-one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders 
are also available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  
Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. 
Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by 

Name________________________________________Address___________________________________ 

Fund __________________________________________________________________________________ 
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