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Jeremiah 29:11 ESV
For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.

What an honor and privilege to have the 
opportunity, as well as the trust, to share with you in this 
form and to offer some relief to one of two of the hardest 
working people I know. We as staff at the church, our 
church body leaders, and the friends and family stand in 
awe of the love that has poured out and continues to flow 
through the church right here. And not just to the Walther 
family, or the Brinkley family, but to any and all who have 
asked and or needed the love of God to touch them 
where they were. 

When I was asked (volunteered) to write this I had 
no idea what to write about. It is fall, this is the November 
newsletter, we are transitioning to Advent at the end of 
the month and turn to look at the coming of Christ. But 
that is not what this year has given us. It’s like being in 
the batter’s box and trying to hit Sergio Romo (a Twins 
relief pitcher known for throwing the slider or curveball). 
You are sure a slider is coming, but where is it going and 
how fast, or rather how slow will it be moving? Always 
guessing and trying to hit a target that gives us no 
indication of where it is going and how long we will have 
to wait for it. 

That not knowing is something we have all come 
to understand much more personally this year. There 
seem to be no answers to the questions we have, and 
we are trying to get through this and back to some kind 
of normal. Each of us has a different idea of what that 
might be. The problem is that we just do not know. 

Let us ponder about not knowing. A topic we are 
not comfortable with particularly in this age of instant 
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“Knowing” from page 1

information at our fingertips. How can that be we ask ourselves, what do you mean to talk about 
not knowing? If I don’t know and you don’t know, then why are you writing this and why am I 
reading this? But that is not really what we are looking at here. 

There was a time that I knew everything, as did a lot of people I have met on this journey 
over the years. I knew everything on every topic and if you did not understand or believe, I had 
no problem explaining it again. I relished the opportunity to show off just how smart I was and 
how much I knew. 

That was a large part of my undoing. Thinking I knew everything brought me to my knees, 
because I was doing all this without God. I looked anywhere but to God for the answers I really 
needed in this life. For any of you that know a 7th Grader in confirmation, ask them what we 
learned about in the fall. The answer is so simple that we sometimes refuse to believe it is true. 
But here it is, without God, we make terrible decisions. 

Sixteen years ago, I was reminded of that. That sounds so nice but really, I was teetering 
at the precipice with my life spiraling out of control, I had two options. Continue on in my way to 
the bitter end or try something different and turn to God. I had to admit that I did not know the 
answers, but God did. When I turned to Him and repented for the things I had done, I was placed 
on the road again and was able to see the guidance God was giving.

One thing that I kept hearing in those early years that stuck with me is that the longer I am 
here, the less I know. That baffled me. We have learned that the longer anyone is anywhere, the 
more they should know. And while that may be true, that does not mean that we are compelled to 
know everything, nor should we act like it. Not only is it acceptable to say that I do not know, but 
it is encouraged. Not knowing something may or may not be good, but not feeling the need to 
prove that I do know something that I really do not, is freeing. 

This is a long way of stating that we do not know where the Lord wants us to go 
specifically. My journey is in that category along with a host of believers like us. If fifteen years 
ago you would have said that I would be serving as a Licensed Lay Deacon here at St. 
Matthew’s, I would have told you that you needed your head examined. And yet here I am doing 
just that. This by no means is to say that I am doing everything right, that just is not possible for 
any human. This goes back to Jeremiah 29:11. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

We do not know what tomorrow brings, but we do know that God is here with us and that 
He has some wonderful things planned for us. Not only in this world, but in the next. And while I 
am not in a rush to get there and leave behind the joys of my family here, I know that what lies 
ahead is far better than what I/we have gone through. God never said everything would be easy, 
simple, and nice, but in His love for us he has declared his plan, a plan for welfare and not for 
evil, to give us a future and a hope.

Deacon Johnny      10/19/2020
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Our Shepherd and Teacher 

Obituary for The Reverend Doctor  

Jeffrey Howard Walther 
The Reverend Doctor Jeffrey Walther, 58 of Esko went to his 

Heavenly home on Sunday, October 25, 2020 with his loving 

family by his side. He was born on February 24, 1962 to Howard 

and Elaine Walther in Wadena, MN. Starting at an early age, Jeff 

felt called to a life of ministry. Jeff loved the outdoors, especially 

the national parks. He grew up visiting national parks with his 

parents and brother which instilled in him his love of nature. Jeff attended Concordia College in St. Paul and 

Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN. Throughout his seminary years, he spent six summers 

working and ministering with A Christian Ministry in the National Parks. His final summer was in Grand Teton 

National Park, where he met the love of his life, Christina Stavrou. Thereafter, Jeff and Christina continued 

for years to enjoy the love of national parks across the country with their extended families. During his 

twenty-eight years of ministry, Jeff served at Grace Lutheran, Long Island, NY, Concordia University, St. Paul, 

MN and the last twenty years at St. Matthews Lutheran Church in Esko, MN. Jeff loved spending time with 

his wife, Christina and children, Hannah and Alex. Together they enjoyed camping, hiking, kayaking, playing 

games and even dancing in the kitchen. Jeff had the great honor of welcoming another son into the family as 

he united Hannah and Austen in marriage. The joy that he brought to all of us illuminated the entire room, 

and when he laughed, it was hard not to join him. Before his passing, Jeff completed his Doctorate of 

Ministry at Talbot School of Theology. His thesis, The Wonders of God and the Wonders of Creation, was 

published in May 2020. 

Jeff is survived by his wife of 27 years, Christina; daughter, Hannah (Austen) Kovac; son, Alex Walther; 

parents, Howard and Elaine Walther; in-laws, Soterios and Elizabeth Stavrou; brother, Tim (Gretchen) 

Walther; brothers-in-law, Kyp (Sarah) Stavrou, Niko Stavrou; sister-in-law, Jennifer (Paul) Rodine; nieces and 

nephews, Naomi and Michala Walther, Amalia and Theodora Rodine, Jake Brouillard, Simon Stavrou; and 

many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends. 
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
WORSHIP:

1. Sundays -10:30 a.m. - Worship in the sanctuary and worship services online via Facebook
2. Sundays - 9:30 a.m. - “My Savior Lives”  airs on television: Channel 6 (KBJR)
3. Wednesday, November 25 - 6:30 p.m. -Thanksgiving Eve Worship

BIBLE STUDY:
1.  Sundays 9:15 a.m. - Adult Bible Study via Zoom
2.  Sundays 9:15 am - Family Sunday School
3.  Tuesdays 7:00 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study
4.  Tuesdays  9:00 a.m. - “Coffee with the Pastors” online via Facebook

YOUTH:
1.  Sundays 9:15 am - Bible Study
2.  Tuesdays 3:00 p.m. - T3 
3.  Thursdays 6:00 pm - Youth Group

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Jeff devoted his entire life to the Lord, and we find great comfort and peace knowing that he will soar forever 

on eagle’s wings, and along the mountain side, resting peacefully forever in Heaven’s National Park. 

Thank you to the incredible medical team at Essentia Health St. Mary’s Medical Center that took care of Jeff 

– you were exceptional. 

Donations in memory/honor of Jeff Walther may be made to one of the following: St. Matthews Lutheran 

Church, 4 Elizabeth Avenue, Esko, MN 55733; A Christian Ministry in the National Parks, 9250 E Costilla 

Ave. Suite 203, Greenwood Village, CO 80112; or Lutheran Island Camp, 45011 230th St., Henning, MN 

56551. 

A Drive-Thru Visitation will be held on Friday, October 30th from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at St. Matthews Lutheran 

Church in Esko. A funeral service will be held on Saturday, October 31st at 11:00am. The service will be for 

immediate family only, but the family invites friends, extended family and community to join in via live stream 

on the St. Matthews Lutheran Church facebook page, or by parking in the St. Matthews parking lot (4 

Elizabeth Ave. Esko, MN 55733) and tuning in to 99.5 FM. Arrangements entrusted to Atkins Northland 

Funeral Home, Cloquet. To sign the guest book and offer an online tribute, 

see www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com 

". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'so that they will 

receive rest from their labors, for their works accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 

Pastor Jeff is loved.  He will always be remembered. 

http://www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com/
http://www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com/
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1- Joe Wischnewski

2- Kara Plante

4- Ronald Norbie, Joel Brinkley, Katy Stoyanoff, Carter Zezulka, 
Addilyn Knox

5- Russell Plaisted

6- Nancy Peterson, MaKenna Gerard, Gracelynn Hill, Gabrielle 
Hill

7- Allysa Nelson

8- Carrie Bowman, Emily Gottschald, Kristy DeMuth

9- Sam Rengo, Benjamin Bauer, Sophia Rice

10- Cheri Olson, Ryan Stewart

11- Linda Lovstad, Ruger Czerwinski, Phillip Stephenson

12- Jacob Lantry

13- Ashlynn Sellman, Isabella Lucas

14- Elliot Schmidt

15- Alyssa Granholm, Tara Young

16-  Tim Anderson, Gerry Paulson      

17- Dachen Granholm

18- James Harms, Avery Kuklinski, Ali Krivinchuk, James 
Lackas, Lucas Rice

19- Megan Mismash, Abbey Dahlman

20- Lukas Johanson, David Haugen

21- Todd Peterson, Taylor Wischnewski

23- Elizabeth Ruhnke, Carson Bober, Colin Bober

24- James Lindquist, Jaida Bissonette

27- Verna Puiline

28- Charley Sonneman, Vernon Johnsen III

29- John Maki, Kaitlyn Skutevik, Alina Skutevik, Jeff Pykkonen, 
Benjamin Campbell, Jack Retzlaff

30- Ron Stanius

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Little Eskomo
 Lutheran Preschool

Substitutes are needed for the preschool.  
Please contact the church office  or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com if you are 
interested. We are accepting applications. 

LOOKING FOR CHURCH TREASURER

Joy Eskuri, who has graciously served as St. 
Matthews Treasurer for 21 years, will be 
resigning from this position January 31st.  If you 
are interested in filling this position or have any 
questions, please contact the church office at 
879-3510.  Thank you!  

LOOKING FOR 
PARISH NURSES

Anyone interested in being St. Matthews Parish 
Nurse?  Gerry Paulson, who was our Parish 
Nurse, has moved out of the area.  If you are 
interested or have questions, please contact the 
church office at 879-3510. Thank you!

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH BOARD NEEDS YOU

The Christian Outreach Board needs two to four 
additional members to join our Board of five 
people.  We are beginning a special project at 
this time and need help generating ideas and 
with other potential areas of involvement.  
Interested?  For more information contact Bob 
DeCaigny at 879-2471 or bobpegbeck@aol.com

VOLUNTEER BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

The Board of Church Properties is looking for 
new members.  If you are interested in 
volunteering, please call the church office at 
879-3510. Thank you!

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:bobpegbeck@aol.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:bobpegbeck@aol.com
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LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for 
the world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the 
Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is the 
Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

November 1, 2020
Rev. John Bonk
Shepherd of the Lake Church,
Two Harbors

November 15, 2020
Rev. Arleigh vonSeggern
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Marengo WI
Trinity Lutheran Chapel, Cable, WI

November 8, 2020
Rev. Dave Schoessow
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Superior, WI

November 22, 2020
Rev. Robert Frank
Mount Olive LutheranChurch, Duluth

Check out mslnorthland.com 
and MSL Northland on 
Facebook.  Devotions are 
available.

http://mslnorthland.com
http://mslnorthland.com
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St. Matthews Youth Group Kwik Trip Car Wash Fundraiser 
The Youth will be selling Kwik Trip Five-count Ultimate Car Wash cards for just $36.00!  These are accepted at 
any Kwik Trip car wash.  

These cards make great stocking stuffers! 

Purchase Car Wash Cards: 
Cost : $36.00 
When: November 1-30th.  
Contact:  Any youth from St. Matthew’s  
to pre-order and pay for your cards.  
The cards will arrive and be delivered 
to you the week of December 7th. 

 

The Ultimate Car Wash includes: 
Undercarriage flush, hot pre-soak, two high-
pressure wash passes, rocker panel and wheel blast, 
clear-coat protectant, spot free rinse, 
high -pressure wash passes, rocket panel and wheel 
blast, clear-coat protectant, spot-free rinse, Turtle 
Wax Triple Shine (UV protectant, shine enhancer, 
and added cleanser) and 95 second super dry. 
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  The 
short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each month, we 
will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal year (June 30) 
will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($755,107 on 9/30/20).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: July August September Total

Salaries 16,779 16,684 19,234 52,697

Benefits 7,118 7,110 9,835 24,063

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883 6,883 20,649
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417 2,417 7,251

Electricity 622 846 693 2,161
Christian 
Education 340 1,014 100 1,454

Church Property 438 862 513 1,813

Office 1,367 1,598 1,317 4,282

Worship 292 617 303 1,212

Youth - - - -

HRA 945 49 - 994

Heating Fuel 170 169 168 507
Repair and 
Maintenance - 611 526 1,137

Outreach/
Missions - 600 204 804

Conferences - 50 - 50

Insurance (81) - - (81)

Other 1,933 - - 1,933

Total 39,223 39,510 42,193 120,926

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916 42,916 128,748
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St. Matthews 
Offering Income

October 23, 2020

Month Given Budget          Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug 39,400 42,900 (3,500)**

Sept. 36,500 42,900 (6,400)

Oct 28,500 32,200 (3,700)*
         144,100           160,900           (16,800)

*October  1-23     ** 5 Sunday month        

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

October
Baptism
October 11
Liam Gaskell

May God keep him in His grace 
unto life everlasting.

Deaths and Funerals

October 10
Jan Menze

October 14
Lois Featherly

October 31
Pastor Jeffrey Walther

May God comfort these families through the Living 
Lord Jesus.

Our Preschool has openings!

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  
Call 879-3510 or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com to register.  

There will be no extended care at this time.

LELP admits students of any race, color and 
national or ethnic origin.

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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Stewardship Corner

The Minnesota North Branch of Orphan Grain Train has sent one semi-load of potatoes from a supplier/
donor near Long Prairie. This load was 46,200 lbs. The potatoes have been shipped to Ysleta Mission at El 
Paso, Texas. Distribution is done at the Mission for those in need through churches in Texas and Mexico. 
Ysleta Mission helps feed the hungry, nurtures their ministries, and educates the leaders in 11 affiliated 
mission sites in El Paso and northern Mexico. During the pandemic, the need is greater than ever. The 
cost for this load of potatoes was $2,310.00 and shipping cost will be about $3,450.00. 
Please prayerfully consider donating for these costs. (Matt. 25:35-40). Without funds, the branch will not 
be able to ship these donations. Your gift is greatly appreciated and can be sent to: 
                Orphan Grain Train 
                P.O. Box 61 
                Morris, MN 56267 
Make check payable to Orphan Grain Train 
God’s blessings! Please leave memo space on check blank or write 
“shipping”. Any other word makes it designated money for that item only.                        
Gene Pasche, Chairman MN North Branch Orphan Grain Train

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our 
sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By 
water – combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We 
belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things are 
ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, 
peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly 
divine goodness and mercy.

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them 
in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of 
thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. 
We share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things 
given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us 
even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom.

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the 
fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to 
do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given 
to us.

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we 
are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in 
bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for 
the good of all – even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 
abundance.
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a 

gift to The Memorial Fund in September 2020 

Gifts have been given in Memory of 
Alice (Virginia) Jutila  Undesignated Fund 
Alice (Virginia) Jutila  Tech project 
Robert Stokes   Undesignated Fund 
Clifford Trevena   Sunday School Fund 

Gift from congregation members to  Choir/Music Fund 

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for 
your gift. 

For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  
Winnie Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & 
Margaret Lindquist, Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, or Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or 
loved-one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders 
are also available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  
Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. 
Select Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of 
________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by 

Name________________________________________Address___________________________________ 

Fund ________________________________________ 

http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
http://www.stmatthewsesko.org
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