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I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.

(Philippians 4:13)

The word is overused right now, but no less true - these are 
unprecedented times. 

For most of us, this pandemic has just been numbers and 
statistics. Until two weeks ago, I didn’t even know anyone 
who had been infected with COVID – 19.  But all of that has 
now changed!  It has hit very close to home.  Each day we are 
remembering Pastor Jeff, Christina and Alex in our prayers.  
To say the least, it has been a difficult and scary few weeks for 
all of us.   During this time we need to stay connected to one 
another and most importantly to our Lord on a daily basis.  As 
we do that our faith will be stronger and our fears will be 
weaker. I recently read that during Nazi Germany’s march 
across France, some 80,000 French people died, not from 
bullets, but from fear (heart attacks and such).  Fear weakens 
us. On the other hand, “a cheerful heart is good 
medicine” (Proverbs 17:22). 

Hannah and I had the opportunity read Psalm 23 to Pastor Jeff 
as we stood outside his room one morning on a visit (Actually, 
I think Hannah read it, I had forgotten my glasses).  It was 
such power to bring comfort, strength and hope.  Even though 
I have read it a 1,000 times, I never get tired of it.  I always 
find it to be a blessing.

Read the Psalm out loud, and then let it encourage you!

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: 

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.
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“Strength” from page 1

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.

King David, in a moment when he needed God the most, realized that he wasn’t alone in what 
he was facing.  He was guided by the caring hand of his Shepherd, the Lord.  Throughout the 
day, God did all sorts of things for him (and for now you). The first one was: He made David 
lie down in green pastures.  

Sheep are, by nature, fearful creatures. As they move into a new grazing area, they’re restless, a 
little apprehensive  and new surroundings bring on some anxiety.  Before the Shepherd ever 
moves His sheep to a new area, He goes before them, filling in gopher holes where they might 
twist an ankle, smoothing out dangerous places, setting guards to ward off wolves and finding 
still waters to drink from.

God has done that already for you today. Before you woke up, He prepared your pasture.  He 
richly and daily provides you with all that you need to support your body, life and faith.  He 
defends you against all danger and guards and protects you from all evil.  I encourage you to 
stay in that pasture with Him.

The critical piece for every promise in this Psalm is the fourth word in the sentence: “The Lord 
is my shepherd.”  Let the Lord be your Shepherd today. Listen to His voice!  Don’t saturate 
your mind with the news, which can make you fearful and sad. Listen to His voice!  Christ, our 
Good Shepherd says,  “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me — 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

Pastor Jeff is in isolation, but he is not alone.  Christina and Alex are in quarantine, but they are 
not alone.  You may be overwhelmed and a little fearful by all of this, but you are not alone.  
He is with you! Stay near to Him!  

Let us pray…  Gracious Lord and Savior Jesus, thank you for being my Shepherd.  I am 
listening for Your voice. I will walk in the pasture You have prepared for me. Help me to find 
peace in this situation, which I have never been in before. In Jesus’ name,  Amen.

Peace be with you,

Pastor Tom
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St. Matthews Lutheran Church
Updates to our worship and activities schedule:

WORSHIP:
1. Sundays - 10:30 a.m. - St. Matthews Lutheran Church worship services online via Facebook
2. Sundays - 9:30 a.m. - “My Savior Lives”  airs on television: Channel 6 (KBJR)
3. Sundays - Worship 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary beginning October 25

BIBLE STUDY:
1.  Sundays 9:15 a.m. - Adult Bible Study via Zoom
2.  Tuesdays  9:00 a.m. - “Coffee with the Pastors” online via Facebook

YOUTH:
1.Tuesdays 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. - T3 (beginning October 27th)

**TO BE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING UPDATES ABOUT YOUTH ACTIVITIES FROM 
CHRISTINA, TEXT YOUR CELL PHONE NUMBER AND/OR EMAIL ADDRESS TO CHRISTINA 
218-391-3649 waltherchristina@gmail.com.

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Sunday School Is Back Beginning October 25th
Preschool - Grade 6

We are boarding the Rocky Railway to learn about Jesus’ power pulling us through any situation. Sunday 
School will be in the Family Life Center and we are asking that parents (or a designated adult) stay with 
their children for the Sunday School hour.

Families will be at a table together and will get the opportunity to learn and grow together in God’s Word.
 
Blessings, The Board of Education
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1- Brenda Fischer, Martha Stephenson

3- Matthew Frank, Auja Contardo, Reese Kuklinski

4- Ann King, Reid Davidson

5- Eugene Lindquist, Chris Nelson, Jessica Pagelkopf

6- Martha Kesti, Mary Lee, Joni Calverly

7- Ethan Linder, Amy Issendorf, Ava Zywicki, Deja Butkiewicz, 
Emmie Anderson

8- Aimee Peterson, Debbie Radosevich, GiGi Toman, Debora 
Zauhar

9-Jayden Shelton, Cale Prosen

10- Austin Bentley, Melissa Martineau, Alexis Niemi, Kenzie 
Weber

11- Eve Lehman, Tricia Bentley

12- Roy Bohren, Parker Sickmann

13- Afton Schmidtke, Shawn Stewart

14- Angela Mismash, Jack Hakala, Austen Kovac

15- Cindy Purcell, Sydney Grayson, Tina Welman, Jeff Ojanen, 
Norah Stephenson

16- Marjie Larsen.        17- Megan Abrahamson

18- Kaylee Anderson, Dylan Klatte

19- Rocci Contardo, Keith Halvorson, Selma Stephenson

20- Carol Granholm, Cooper Czerwinski

21- Benjamin Bissonette, Eli Belich

22- Kathy Richardson, Weston Hanni, Liam McCullough, Jillian 
Grothe

23- Nathan Bentley, Annika Korpi, Connor Dallmann

24- Jodi Grayson, Rick Olson, Jacob Iallonardo, Logan Laurent

25- Owen Wilson, Bryce Sweere, Marc Peterson

27- Howard Janke, Logan Lanthier, Jeff Carlson, Mitch Erickson

28- Alex Walther

29- Mollie Belich, John Bergman, Dylan Prachar

30-Jack Kuhlman, Jayce Johanson, Daniel DeMuth, Hannah 
Roemer, Trishia Hipp

31- Karen Sample

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Hi this is Gerry Paulson and I was so touched 
and grateful to the congregation for all the 
beautiful cards, kind words, gifts and generous 
monetary donations to the St Matthew’s Parish 
Nurse Fund!!  This will provide tuition and 
expenses for a couple of nurses to take the 
necessary preparatory course to explore this 
ministry. My prayer is that the Lord will put it on a 
nurse’s heart to share with Him this Ministry!

Also in order to see the church service, I joined 
Facebook and wasn’t going to do the friend thing! 
So nobody be offended, you are all my friends 
and I thank God for all of you! So nekiimen and I 
do enjoy calls and texts!

God’s Blessings to all of you!

LOOKING FOR CHURCH TREASURER

Joy Eskuri, who has graciously served as St. 
Matthews Treasurer for 21 years, will be 
resigning from this position January 31st.  If you 
are interested in filling this position or have any 
questions, please contact the church office at 
879-3510.  Thank you!  

LOOKING FOR 
PARISH NURSES

Anyone interested in being St. Matthews Parish 
Nurse?  Gerry Paulson, who was our Parish 
Nurse, has moved out of the area.  If you are 
interested or have questions, please contact the 
church office at 879-3510. Thank you!

VOLUNTEER BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

The Board of Church Properties is looking for 
new members.  If you are interested in 
volunteering, please call the church office at 
879-3510. Thank you!
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Register at https://bit.ly/northlandannualcelebration

Please Join Us!

thrivent.com  •  800-847-4836

Thrivent Member Networks help Thrivent clients to join together to achieve lives full of meaning and gratitude, using 
Thrivent programs, benefits and resources to improve the lives of others and to better their communities.
No products will be sold at this event.
For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

How Are You Invested In Your Biggest Dreams?

The Dream Big webinar will inspire and help you 
recapture the version of your life you dreamed about 
before fear started calling the shots. Bob will help 
you Dream Big, as he takes you on a life-proven 
journey to rediscover how to thrive and turn your 
dreams into reality.

• Clearly define or redefine your dreams

• Identify the obstacles holding you back

• Come up with a specific plan for reaching
your goals

• Develop the tools that will help you get started

Bob Goff is the author of the New York Times bestselling Love Does and Everybody, Always and 
his latest book, Dream Big, released June 23, 2020. He is the Honorary Consul to the Republic 
of Uganda, an attorney, and the founder of Love Does—a nonprofit human rights organization.

He's a lover of balloons, cake pops, and helping people pursue their big dreams.

For more, check out BobGoff.com and LoveDoes.org.

Join the Thrivent Member Network – Northland 
Region and New York Times Bestselling author, 
Bob Groff for an exclusive online event: Dream Big.

Event Details
Tuesday, October 20, 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. CT�
Online Webinar
Register aU���IUUQ���CJU�MZ�(PGG(FO
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LCMS Worship - every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.,KBJR Channel 6, Duluth

My Savior Lives Northland is a locally produced, regionally recognized TV program  with a message for 
the world.  The service includes a 30 minute worship service led by participating pastors of the 
Minnesota North District of our LCMS, along with a 30 minute remastered program called “This is the 
Life” from Lutheran Hour Ministries (starting at 10:00 a.m.).  My Savior Lives Northland is broadcast 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time on KBJR Channel 6 NBC and cable and satellite systems 
carrying these stations.

Please send contributions c/o:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
2012 East Superior Street

Duluth, MN 55812

October 4, 2020
Rev. Dr. Areigh VonSeggern
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Marengo, WI
Trinity Lutheran Chapel, Cable, WI

October 18, 2020
Rev. Robert Franck
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Duluth

October 11, 2020
Rev. Robert Franck
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Duluth

October 25, 2020
Rev. Matt Kohl
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Cloquet

Check out mslnorthland.com 
and MSL Northland on 
Facebook. 

http://mslnorthland.com
http://mslnorthland.com
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The meeting of the LWML group was held on Tuesday September 8, 2020 with Pat Johnson 
presiding; twelve members were present.
No minutes were taken at the last meeting.
There was no Treasurer’s report. The checkbook balance is $6257.73
Correspondence included a thank you message from Gerry Paulson.

Old Business:
a.Due to the pandemic no soup suppers were held after Lenten services.  Cheer baskets were 
not delivered to shut-ins.  
b.Gatherings at the church to sew pillowcase dresses and string backpacks has also been 
suspended. Finished items will be going to Orphan Grain Train for distribution to the mission 
field.
c.A memorial gift was given to LWML by Jim Hill in remembrance of Paulette Hill.

New Business:  
a. Giving Tuesday for the LWML Mite Fund is September 15.  Go to www.lwml.org for more 
information. Donations will be matched up to $10,000.  
b.It was approved to fund the cost for Mary Brinkley to go the Church Workers Wives’ Retreat.
c.LWML Sunday is October 4th.  We will not have baked goods for purchase, but the Mite box will 
be put out.  Mary Brinkley and Reta Baxley will give a talk during the service.
d.Reta Baxley has volunteered to take over Geri Paulson’s position as Visitation Coordinator.
e.It was decided that there would be no Harvest Festival this fall.   A campaign to seek donations 
for our mission contributions will be organized.
f.LWML Bible Study using the book “Love Rules; A Study of the Ten Commandments, will resume 
next month at our regular meeting.

Announcements:
a.The next LWML meeting will be Tuesday, October 13, at 6:30 p.m.

Drive in movie night will begin on Friday, Sept 18 at 7:30 p.m.  A selection from the series   
“Chosen” will be shown each Friday night.  Youth will have concessions.

      b. Christina will be leading a woman’s Bible study Wednesdays starting Sept.23 at 5:30p.m.
       c. Mary Brinkley has plans to start a Thursday morning woman’s Bible study at church.
Devotion:

Joy Skifstad led the Mite devotion for the national LWML Mission Grant recipient, Hope and 
Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln, Nebraska, an outreach to students and young adults needing 
guidance and assistance.
Respectfully submitted
Judy Nelson

http://www.lwml.org
http://www.lwml.org
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Members often ask how we are paying our bills when our offerings are often short of our budgeted needs.  
The short answer is that we need to budget for all expenses we are obligated to pay.  At the end of each 
month, we will show how our offerings are actually being spent.  Any surplus funds at the end of our fiscal 
year (June 30) will be used to pay down the church mortgage ($758,828 on 8/31/20).

Church Operating 
Expenses Paid: July August

Salaries 16,779 16,684

Benefits 7,118 7,110

Debt Payments 6,883 6,883
District/Synod 
Support 2,417 2,417

Electricity 622 846
Christian 
Education 340 1,014

Church Property 438 862

Office 1,367 1,598

Worship 292 617

Youth - -

HRA 945 49

Heating Fuel 170 169
Repair and 
Maintenance - 611

Outreach/
Missions - 600

Conferences - 50

Insurance (81) -

Other 1,933 -

Total 39,223 39,510

Budgeted Needs 42,916 42,916
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St. Matthews 
Offering Income

October 9, 2020

Month Given Budget          Difference
July 39,700 42,900 (3,200)

Aug 39,400 42,900 (3,500)**

Sept. 36,500 42,900 (6,400)

Oct   7,200 10,700 (3,500)*
          122,800          139,400           (16,600)

*October 1- 9      ** 5 Sunday month        
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.  1 Chronicles 16:34

September
Baptism
September 20
Rylan James Laurent

May God keep them in His grace 
unto life everlasting.

Wedding

September 19
Terry Smith and Terry Lennartson
“And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is love.” Corinthians 13:13
 
Deaths and Funerals
September 15 (Services are pending)
Michael Stolberg

September 17 (Services are pending)
Marilyn Means

September 19
Alice (Virginia) Jutila

September 21
Robert Stokes

May God comfort these families through the Living 
Lord Jesus.

Our Preschool has openings!

Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.  

Call 879-3510 or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com to register.  

There will be no extended care at this time.

LELP admits students of any race, color and 
national or ethnic origin.

Little Eskomo Lutheran Preschool

Substitutes are needed for the preschool.  
Please contact the church office  or email 
lelpreschool@gmail.com if you are 
interested. We are accepting applications. 

mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
mailto:lelpreschool@gmail.com
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Stewardship Corner
We celebrate the Reformation at the end of each October. The Reformation began on All Saints’ Eve 
in 1517, which was when Martin Luther posted the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. So, let’s hear from Luther himself on the topic of giving and stewardship. 

In the Small Catechism under the Table of Duties, Martin Luther gives specific Bible passages to help 
Christians know their duty in their various vocations as members of their family, society at large, and 
in God’s family, the Church. Under the heading “What Hearers Owe Their Pastors,” Luther lists five 
passages from the Bible, three of which have to do with giving to your local congregation. They are 
these: 

•“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from 
the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14)

•“Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)

•“The elders [presbyters, i.e., pastors] who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of 
double honor, especially whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘Do not 
muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain,’ and ‘The worker deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 
5:17–18)

Luther comments on these passages in his 1535 Lectures on Galatians. He wrote:

“When Paul says ‘all good things,’ this is not to be taken to mean that everyone should share 
all his possessions with his preacher. No, it means that he should provide for him liberally, 
giving him as much as is needed to support his life in comfort. … The apostle is so serious in 
advocating this topic of support for preachers that he adds a threat to his denunciation and 
exhortation, saying: ‘God is not mocked.’ … All this pertains to the topic of support for ministers. 
I do not like to interpret such passages; for they seem to commend us, as in fact they do. In 
addition, it gives the appearance of greed if one emphasizes these things diligently to one’s 
hearers. Nevertheless, people should be taught also about this matter, in order that they may 
know that they owe both respect and support to their preachers. Christ teaches the same thing 
in Luke 10:7: ‘Eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages’; and 
Paul says elsewhere (1 Cor. 9:13–14): ‘Do you not know that those who are employed in the 
temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the 
sacrificial offerings? In the same way the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel 
should get their living by the Gospel.’ It is important for us who are in the ministry to know this, 
so that we do not have a bad conscience about accepting for our work wages … it happens 
when those who proclaim the glory of God and faithfully instruct the youth derive their livelihood 
from them. It is impossible that one man should be devoted to household duties day and night 
for his support and at the same time pay attention to the study of Sacred Scripture, as the 
teaching ministry requires. Since God has commanded and instituted this, we should know that 
we may with a good conscience enjoy what is provided for the comfortable support of our lives 
from church properties to enable us to devote ourselves to our office.” (LW 27:125–126)
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Memorial Fund 
Sincere thanks to each person who honored and remembered a loved one or a friend with a 

gift to The Memorial Fund in August 2020 

Gifts have been given in Memory of 
Jeanette Guite     Undesignated Fund 
Ardy Pykkonen   Undesignated Fund 
Ardy Pykkonen   Cemetery Monument 

In honor of Gary Schmidtke’s birthday Choir/Music Fund 
Clifford Trevena   Sunday School Fund 

Memorial funds have been used to purchase a piano bench. 

Please notify the church if you do not receive a thank you from the family or the church for your gift. 
For more information on Memorial gifts, please call a member of the Memorial Committee:  Winnie 

Anderson, Walt & Shirley Behm, Eileen Christopherson, Elaine Lindquist, Gene & Margaret Lindquist, 
Florence Maki, Judy Nelson, Marilyn Pykkonen, Don Pykkonen, or Judy Uran 

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a friend or 
loved-one, is welcome to do so.  Please include the following information.  Memorial folders 
are also available at the Welcome Center and on the table in the Narthex of the church.  
Contributions may also be made from our church website at www.stmatthewsesko.org. Select 
Giving and Fees in the top menu bar.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Memorial Fund 

In Loving memory of 
________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Given to St. Matthews Lutheran Church by 

Name________________________________________Address____________________________________ 

Fund ________________________________________ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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